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BOOK III. 



Juno and Mineira, having ooniolted together how ihtj may 
best aid the Argoaaata in their enterpriie, reaolye to apply 
to Venns. — ^They persaade her to send Cnpid to inspire 
Medea with love for Jason. That hero, with the sons of 
Phryxas, presenting himself before .£etes, demands of him 
the golden fleece. — ^The mofiarch, enraged at this bold ap* 
plication, propounds tremendoos, and, as he thought, im- 
practicable tasks, as the means of obtaining the fleece.— 
These were, to yoke the bulls breathing fire. — To sow the 
dragon's teeth, and reap the haryest of armed men.— In 
the mean time, Venus finds Cnpid playing at dice with 
Ganymede. — She bribes her son with a couple of golden 
balls, to cooperate in th^ design of inflaming Medea with 
love.-^The passion and mental conflicts of that princess 
are described.^She resigns herself wholly to the dominion 
of loTe; and, nnder the influence of tha) emotion, deter-' 
mines to assist Jason in his enterprise. — She has an inter- 
view with the young hero at the temple of Hecate. — She 
furnishes him with a certain medicament, composed of en- 
chanted herbs and drugs ; by which he should be enabled 
to endure the fiery breath of the bulls. — And instructs him 
how he is to conduct himself, so as to avoid the fury of the 
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6 APOLLONIUS RHODIUS. 

earthbom brothers, who were to spring ap from the dragon V 
teeth. — The fatal daj arrives. — Jasoo, duly instracted and 
prepared, enters on his task with alacrity. — Description of 
his yoking the bulls, compelling them to work, and sowing 
the dragon's teeth. — The harvest of armed men springs up. 
— Jason, as he had been previously instmcted, throws a 
stone among them. — They begin to fight, and de.*(troy each 
other. — Jason exterminates the survivors.' — ^etes beholds 
the scene with rage and despair. 



Come, Erato % sweet parent of the song, 

That tell'st the feelings of the* enamour'd throng. 

Relate how Jason, from that Colchian shore, 

The fteecy treasure to Thessalia bore : 

While artful Love to Pallas lent his aid. 

And gentle phrensy iired the royal maid. 

The tender wars of Venus are thy care. 

Thy melting numbers sooth the virgin fair; 

O soft historian of the^ lover's flame, [name< 

Hence are thy songs, and hence the' endearing 

Yet undetermined on their future way, 11 
The Grecian band conceal'd in sedges lay. 
Meantime the daughter and the wife of Jove 
Consult, sequestered from the powers above ; 
When to their fragrant chamber they repaired. 
Not Jov^ himself their sacred counsels shared ; 
The converse first from royal Juno moved. 
Anxious to learn what wisdom's power approved. 

' Daughter of Jove, what purpose fills thy mind ? 
Say, what expedient ckn thy wisdom find? 20 
What soothing speech from stem iEetes gains 
The fleece of gold ? what stratagem obtains ? 

' The mase who presided over love and poetry ,^ so called 
from the Greek word, erao. 
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Fierce as he b, much labour it will ask. 
But shall immortals shun an arduous task?* 

She ceasedy and Pallas thus — ' Revolying 
thought 
Already with the favourite theme is fraught. 
From scheme to scheme I turn my doubtful mind. 
Yet none propitious to the Greeks I find.' 

She paused ; and both upon the pavement keep 
Their glances fix'd, in meditation deep. 30 

Then Juno — * Let us seek the queen of charms^ 
And gain her son to lend his powerful arms ; 
Let him inflame the fair Medea's heart; 
Philtres she knows, and many a magic art. 
His gentle weapons shall invade her rest, 
And love for Jason fill the' enamour'd breast; 
The slave of fond desire, she may unfold 
Expedients, that shall win the fleece of gold.* 

Minerva with the prudent speech accords, 
And thus replies, in soft and gentle words — 40 
^ My sire produced me, of impassive kind ; 
Love's fond artillery never touch*d my mind. 
Unskill'd I am, in amorous hopes and fears; 
Yet if this engine of such force appears. 
Let knowledge still o'er inexperience sway ; 
I freely follow where you point the way.' 
They sought the palace of the Cyprian queen ; 
A spacious pile, where Vulcan's hand was seen. 
The beauteous bride when sovereign Jove bestow'd , 
His choicest skill the' impassion'd workman 
show'd ' 50 

The courts they pass'd,and found the portals closed. 
Where the fond spouse his bridal bed disposed. 
With fairest hands the goddess deck'd the bed ; 
To wonted labours while her husband sped. 
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His forge, his anvil, and the* erratic isle. 
Invite him early to the scene of toil, 
Where all the wonders of his art he made, 
Recesses deep, that cavem'd fires pelade. 

Full opposite the portal, on a throne 
That circled round, the goddess sat alone. 60 
Her tresses floated on her shoulders fair, 
A comb of gold adjusts her radiant hair. 
The queen of beauty then her cares bestow'd. 
In braids prolix to weave her locks, that flow'd 
Like streaming sunshine. When her guests she 

viewed. 
The pleasing labour she no more pursued. 
She bade them enter, and with courteous grace. 
Sprang from her seat to give the strangers place. 
Reclined, the heavenly visitants beside, 69 

Her careless tresses in a knot she ti^d. [heart. 
Then with soft smiles that search the throbbing 
And gentle stings, and secret wishes dart — , 
* Say, honoured goddesses, what counsel springs? 
After long absence what occasion brings, 
Unwonted favour, to the queen of love. 
The first and chief of deities above?' [art 

* We feel the sarcasm, though concealed with 
(Juno replied), but grief invades the heart. 
In Phasis' stream the ship of Jason lies, 79 

Allured by hopes to make that fleece his prize* 
From Grecian shores he leads a gallant band ; 
Unequal conflicts the bold youths demand. 
For all I fear, for ^soh's offspring most; 
O shall the flower of warlike hope be lost? 
No, should the youth to Stygian glooms descend. 
My care should follow, and my arm defend. 
E'en should he try to loose from bands of steel 
That wretch Ixion, he my aid should feel. 
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Shall haughty Pelias mark, with impious scorn, 
My frustrate vengeance^ and iny shrine forlorn ? 
And shall not, ihen, the' atrocious tyrant dread 
The fate impending o'er his guilty head ? 99 

Not from caprice my care of Jason flows ; 
His piety thy stream, Anaurus, knows. 
Returning from the chase, when all around 
The snows lay white on every rising ground, 
And roaring torrents, from the mountain roll'd, 
O'erspread the plain, in shape deform'd and old^ 
With helpless seeming, and with piteous strain, 
I proved his feeling heart, nor proved in vain. 100 
He bow'd his shoulders to my weight, and bore 
Safe through the deluge and the torrent's roar, 
O deed humane! recorded in my mind, 
No common recompense it claims to find. 
But punishment and recompense demand 
Alike concurrence from thy gentle hand/ 

She ceased. The novel language and request 
Filled with amazement Cytherea*s breast ; 
And veneration mix'd with secret shame, 
While regal Juno used the suppliant's name. 110 

' Goddess revered (she said, in accents kind). 
Depraved and reprobate were Venus' mind. 
Dare she presume thy wishes to despise. 
For word or act that in her province lies. 
Poor, poor auxiliaries are hands so weak ; 
But task them freely. No return I seek.' 

With prudent answer Juno then proceeds — 
' Nor strength nor force our present purpose needs. 
A peaceful influence with ihy son employ, 
That mighty arbiter of pain and joy. 120 

At thy persuasion let him wing the dart. 
And love and Jason touch Medea's heart, 
^ b2 
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Thus may the Minyae find a powerful aid ; 
For artful wiles endow the royal maid. 
Thus may they safely reach lolcus' shore, 
And gain the fleece that shines with golden ore. 

Then Venus to the Goddesses replied — 
' Your influence sooner would that urchin guide ; 
For, shameless though he is, and unconflned. 
Some touch of reverence might aflfect his mind. 
Of me regardless, with reluctant scorn 131 

A mother's rule the wayward imp has borne. 
In bitterness of grief, and passion's glow. 
Oft have I thought to break his shafts and bow. 
For,- swoln with pride, at chastisement he spurns ; 
And menaces to reprimand returns.' 

With smiles the Goddesses her plaint attend, 
And meaning glances on each other bend. 

In mournful notes resumed the queen of love-— 

* I find my sorrows your derision move. 140 
Why weary others with my plaintive tone ? 

No ; let me weep in silence and alone. 
Though secret anguish on my bosom prey. 
Yet, where I can, your wishes I obey. 
When softest blandishments assail his breast. 
My son may grant a parent's fond request.' 

Then Juno press'd her soft and polish'd hand. 
And spake with soothing smiles and language 
bland — 

* Perform the' appointed task with gentle art; 
Nor let contention agitate thy heart. 150 
Indulge thy son. A parent's wish will find 
Short opposition from his playful mind.' 

The Goddess ceased, and from her seat arose. 
With her returning, virgin Pallas goes ; 
While o'er Olympus, and the realms above. 
Fair Venus seeks the fleeting power of love. 
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Sacred to Jove where spread the flowery ground , 
The little deity his pother found. 
Xor found alone—the Phrygian boy * was there, 
Whom Joye translated to the starry sphere, \eO 
Struck with his beauty. Them, as suited boys» 
At gulden dice the careless hour employs. 
Minion of fortune, in exulting mood, 
On tiptoe raised, the wanton tyrant stood. 
His left hand grasped the winnings which he 
His wealth securing to his ivory breast, [pressed. 
Delirious sweetness from his glances flowed. 
And o'er his cheeks translucent colour glow'd. 
Near him with bending knee the' opponent stands. 
Two dice alone reiiiain within his hands. 170 
His heart the conqueror's mirthful triumph stung; 
His drooping head in silent grief he hung. 
Now the two dice, that of his store remained. 
That urchin god, by lucky chance, has gain'd. 
With empty hands in deep despairing trance. 
He tum'd, nor saw the queen of charms adyance. 
She stood before her son — she pressed his cheeks ; 
And thus, with sweet insinuation, speaks — 

' Why, wayward urchin, that malicious smile? 
What thoughtless yictim does thy craft beguile? 
Thy mother brings thee an appropriate task ; 
Nor yet, without reward, thme aid I ask. 182 
Indulge thy mother; and I giye my boy. 
What once to Joye belong'd, a beauteous toy. 
To him an in&uit in the* Idaean caye, 
Hb nurse, Adraste^, the bright plaything gave, 
A polish'd sphere. And neyer, from the flame. 
Or skill of Vulcan, sweeter trinket came. 

' Ganjiiiede. 

^ Adrute or Adftstea, together wiUi Ida, wm the noffe of 
Xore in Crete. 
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The various circles are of bumish'd gold; ' 189 
Two swelling curvatures round each are roll'd. 
The joinings are concealed with skill profound. 
And over each is pale green ivy bound. 
Launched from thy hand, in fields of ether bright, 
That starlike orb will draw the train of light. 
The prize is thine, if thy successful art 
With love for JasOn fills Medea's heart. 
Send forth thine arrows, let her feel thy sway; 
Nor be the favour lessened by delay.' 198 

The goddess paused ; the boy , with ravish'd ears. 
The task proposed and promised payment hears. 
The gather'd playthings from his grasp he flung, 
Then to her robe with both his hands he clung. 
Her knees he clasp'd, and sprang from side to side. 
While every art of blandishment he tried. 
* I pine, I languish, for a toy so fair; 
This instant grant it to my ardent prayc^r.' 
But Venus slily parries the demand. 
With artful words, and with caresses bland. 
She stroked his cheeks, she kiss'd him, and she 
press'd, 209 

And, gently smiling, thus her speech address'd — 

* Thy dearest head be witness, and my own. 
Here no deceit by Venus shall be shown. 
The gift is thine; it shall not be delayed; 
But first thy shafts must touch the royal maid.' 

She spake. The wily urchin, in a trice. 
Collected from the ground his scatter'd dice. 
He counted, one by one, the shining hoard ; 
And all in Venus' radiant bosom stored. 
His quiver, leaning 'gainst a tree reclined. 
He seized, and in the golden belt confined. 220 
He snatch'd his bow ; he traced the realms above, 
Etherial, all-productive plains of Jove. 
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Then through the portals of Olympus tends, 
Where sloping the celestial paUi descends ; 
There the two poles of the celestial sphere, 
To meet the heavens, their lofty summits rear ; 
The highest points of earth, where first upborne 
The blushing sun unfolds the rays of m^m. 
The foodful earth appeared within his ken, 
And cities, fair abodes of polish'd men ; 230 
With yerdant banks, where sacred rivers flow. 
And cloud-capp'd mountains lift the' aerial brow, 
In prospect wide the vast of ocean lies. 
And seems to mingle with surrounding skies. 

The ship was moor'd beside the rushy bank ; 
The crew the benches fill'd in many a rank; 
Tall 6piry reeds that in the marshes grew. 
Their ambush'd numbers hid from hostile view. 
Each, in his place, in silent order sate ; 289 

While Jason thus commenced the deep debate — 

^ Hear, gallant friends, what present thoughts 
suggest. 
And then decide as suits the' occasion best. 
Our conunon dangers common counsels need ; 
From free discussion safety must proceed. 
That man whose thoughts a guilty silence veils. 
Of glory and of Greece defrauds our sails. 
In arms your station at the ship retain. 
While I the palace of EMen gain. 
The sons of Phryxus shall with me along. 
And two beside selected from the throng. 250 
I mean to try the power of peaceful words ; 
If chance the king that fleece of gold accords, 
'Tis well. If, trusting to his strength of hand. 
He treat with insolence a stranger band ; 
We then the worst of our condition know, [show, 
And thoughts matured our future course m^y 
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Whether we shall depend on open force. 
Or find in stratagem some safe resource. 
Injurious 'twere to seize the prize in arms, 
Ere^soft persuasion has applied her charms. 260 
With soothing words persuasion can preyail. 
While bpital force and rageful menace fail. 
When blameless Phryxusfled his stepdame's^ire, 
And murderous rites of a misguided sireS 
His mUd demeanour rising pity bred. 
And stem .Xetes spared his gentle head. 
The laws of hospitable JoTe, confess*d 
In eyery clime, pervade the rudest breast.' 

The band assented with a loud acclaim ; 
Nor one the counsel could in secret blame. 27.0 
The hero's steps the sons of Phryxus guide. 
With Telamon Augeas guards his side. 
He bears the staff of Hermes^ in his hand. 
And through the reeds and waters hastes to land. 

They reach'd an eminence amid the plains; 
From Circ^ famed the place a name retains. 
Osiers, in ranks, and vines o'erspread the ground; 
Where carcasses are hung with chains around. 
For, still the Colchians with abhorrence view 
Sepulchral rites, that other tribes pursue. 280 
Nor to the flames the lifeless man they give. 
Nor bid the womb of parent earth receive. 
No monumental mounds their hands compose. 
Crude hides of bulls the manly kind enclose; 
While, to the elemental air consign'd. 
From trees they welter to the parching wind. 
Without their walls. But different rites await 
Their females when they feel the stroke of fate. 
The corse is yielded to the parent clay. 
Such various customs o'er that nation sway. 290 

* loo. ' Atbamu. -* The sign of peaeefal iDtentioos. 



fi. III. tHB ARGONAVTIC8. 15 

Prophioiis to their journey , Jimo shrouds^ 
The Colchian city in a Tale of clouds ; 
That safely they might reach the monarch's seat ; 
Nor insult from the swarming rabble meet. 
Soon as the heroes pass'd the spacious plain. 
The city walls and royal dome to gain ;, 
The goddess then dispell'd the mist in air; 
Wondering they stood before the palace fiur. 
Its ample gates their admiration call, 
And stately columns rank'd along the wall. 800 
On brazen chapiters projecting placed, 
The roof above a marble cornice graced. 
The threshold then they pass, in mute amaze; 
There her broad leaves the paly yine displays. 
Beneath the shade four springs perennial flow'd, 
Where Vulcan's hand had wondrous skill be- 
stowed; 
One milk dispensed, and one the grape's red blood ; 
One fragrant oil, and one the crystal flood. 
Hence, when the Pleiades forsiJce the skies. 
With boiling heat the gushing waters rise; 310 
When the fair stars returning radiance show. 
With icy coldness from the rock they flow. 
Such wonders in the Colchian palace shine. 
Eternal monuments of art divine. 
And wondrous bulls from Vulcan's labour came. 
With brazen hoof, and mouths disgorging flame : 
For these a plough he form'd, of structure rare. 
And tempered adamant composed the share; 
A grateful offering to the god', whose car 
Keceived him faint from the Phlegraean war. 320 

^ Imitated from the fourth book of the OdjsMj, where Pal- 
las drmwi a veil of thick air romid Uljtses. See also Virgil, 
Ub.i. 

' Fhcelras. 
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Amid the court the stately palace rose. 
Compacted valves each spacious entrance closi^. 
In ample range the sumptuous chambers stand. 
A portico projects on either hand. 
Oblique a lofty building closed each wing. 
Here, with his spouse, abode the Colchian king. 
Within the turret, that in height excelFd. 
The* inferior tower his son Abyrtus held. 
Him, earliest object of the monarch's care, 
Caucasean nymph, Asterodea, bare. 330 

Ere yet the bands of nuptial faith were tied. 
That mark'd Idya' for his virgin bride, 
This youngest offspring of the hoary wave 
To parent ocean matron Tethys gave. 
The graceful youth shone so supremely bright. 
The Colchians named him, from the source of light. 
Fair Phaeton. The chambers that remain d 
The' attendant virgins of the queen obtain'd. 
Chalciop6 — Medea there abode. 
Offspring by marriage on the king bestow'd. 340 

That mornings to salute her sister bent. 
The fair Medea from her chamber went; 
For Juno's care confined the nymph at home, 
Unusual chance, within the splendid dome. 
Priestess of Hecate, within the shrine 
Day after day she pass'd in rites divine. 
Soon as she view'd the strangers, in surprise. 
Mingled with fear, she utter d piercing cries ; 
Full soon the piercing cries her sister hears ; 340 
Full soon they reach the' attendant virgins' ears. 
They cast their webs and distaffs to the ground. 
And all, with hurried wonder, crowded round. 
With them Chalciop^ beheld her sons ; 
Through all her veins a thrilling pleasure runs. 

• The qoeen of ^etes. 
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With eager joy her arms aloft she holdsy 
Each grateful youth his parent then enfolds. 
With fond caresses y to his gentle breast; 
While plaintive sounds the matron's cares ex- 

press'd. 
' In yain, regardless of a mother's pain, . 
Ye left me here, to tempt the dangerous main. 
Fate has repell'd you. Wh^t unstayed desire? 
What cruel mandate of a dying sire, 362 

O wretched me! would leave me to deplore, 
My darlings ravish'd to some distant shore? 
O Phryxus, how thy last commands impart 
Eternal anguish to my bursting heart! 
Why seek Orchomenus? why plough the deep. 
To reach the seats that fancied treasures keep ? 
What place is that? ah, whither would you go ? 
Can sons delight to see their mother's woe?' 370 

Roused by her plaints, Idya, royai dame. 
And last ^etes, from the palace came. 
The ^startling ear a mingled clamour thriU'd ; 
And various noises had the' enclosure fiU'd. 
Some of the train surround the mighty steer ; 
Some cleave with sharpen'd brass die billets sere. 
Some, for the bath capacious caldrons boU; 
Each for his lord was busied in some toil. 

Through the clear air unseen, relentless Love 
Came, like the fly, that mads the youthful drove. 
Through valley, and through flood, it drives them 
virild, 381 

Scourge of the herd, the breeze by rustics styled. 
Behind a column at the porch he stands. 
And bends the' unerring bow with cruel hands. 
A shaft untried he from the quiver drew, 
Parent of pangs that bosom never knew. 

VOL. II. c 
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With footsteps light the threshold then he passed ^ 
And round and round his wily glances cast. 
By Jason screened, he now contracts his size, 
And to the nerve the' indented shafts applies. 390 
He draws the feather'd mischief to the head; 
Home to Medea's heart the shaft is sped. 
Delirious trances all her powers subdue. 
Back from the lofty dome that urchin ilew^ 
A laugh malign his cruel mischief show'd. 
Deep in the yirgin's breast his arrow glow*d. 
like pent-up fires it raged ; and from that flame, 
At Jason darted, ardent flashes came. 
While soft oblivion o'er the spirit flows ; 
With fainting throbs her bosom sunk, and rose. 400 
Sensations new the melting spirit fllFdi 
Through all her veins delighlful anguish thrill'd. 

As when the toiling matron's frugal hand 
Has heap'd the fuel round the smother'd brand ; 
From works of wool her scanty means are drawn ; 
Her wakeful toil anticipates the dawn. 
And stores the hearth with lurking seeds of light. 
That industry may steal an hour from night. 
With graduid waste the fire in secret preys ; 
The billet moulders as it feeds thel>laze; 410 
Thus love, pernicious love, consumed the mcdd^ 
A fire unseen that on the bosom prey'd. 
The various hue tumultuous passion speaks. 
And pale and red alternate seize the cheeks. 

Now had the'attendants spread the festive board. 
And lenient baths the weary limbs restored. 
When food and wine had cheer'd the' expanding 

breast. 
The king his grandsons mildly thus addressed — 
' Say, gentle offspring of my daughter's love. 
To Phryxus, honour'd all my guests above; 420 
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What to these walls returns yott? choice? orforce? 
Say, did misfortune interrupt your course ? 
Might counsels built on pass'd experience sway , 
Ne'er had your bark essay'd the weary way. 
The space inunense before your eyes I placed ; 
For every shore and distant gulf I traced. 
Borne in the chariot, at my father*s '^ side, 
O'er many a clime I pass'd ; in circuit wide ; 
What time from Colchos to Hesperia*s shore. 
The god of light my sister Circ6 bore. 430 

Our wanderings ended on the Tuscan strand ; 
There yet she dwells, far from the Colchian land. 
But why should tales of other times detain ? 
The' occurrence of the present hour explain. 
Why from the vessel ye are present here? 
And who these men that in your train appear?* 

Before his brothers'* Argus quick replies, 
While prudent fears for Jason's ship arise. 
In language mild he clothed his prudent thought. 
For riper years had more experience taught. 440 
' Our ship asunder torn by wind and wave; 
Sole hope of refuge from the watery grave, 
One precious plank, with anxious grasp, we keep ; 
That isle of Mars received us from the deep, 
Buoy'd o'er the billows, by celestial care, 
When shades of midnight blacken'd our despair. 
No more we found the birds of Mars; erewhile, 
Brooding they harbour'd in the desert isle; 
But, ere we came, they fled their favourite land, 
Chased by the prowess of a stranger band. 450 

^^ Phcebas. 

*' Lest they might be too frank and angaarded, and com- 
promiae the safety of Jason and his companions. 
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That band for us, in pity, Jove detain'd ; 
They gave us garments, and with food sustained, 
A tyrant's jealousy this youth expell'd, 
Who all the race of .^lus excell'd. 
With boundless wealth endowed, and regid sway, 
His haughty mandate none may disobey. 
He bids him wander, destined to remove 
A curse, impending from the wrath of Jove. 
Hopeless alike, to disobey or speed. 
And only sure the tyrant's hate to feed, 460 
He comes, enjoin'd to purge away the stain, 
Perived from Phryxus on the* JEolian tniin. 
His efforts failing, they are doom'd to know 
Inflictions dire, intolerable woe. 
Nor cease their pangs, ere his return to Greece, 
Means of atonement, wafts the golden fleece. 
Minerva s skill the stately ship supplied; 
Not like those barks that Colchian pilots guide ; 
Not like the bark our evil genius gave. 
Sport of the winds, and scorn of every wave ; 470 
But, firm and tall, compact with limbers vast. 
To ride the billows, and to dare the blast. 
Alike contrived, with swelling saUs, to fly. 
And bending oars, that nervous rowers ply ; 
She bears collected all the prime and boast 
Of yoi^thful heroes, from the Grecian coast. 
Far have they wander'd to the Colchian plain. 
Through many a city^ many a stormy main. . 
If generous thoughts the precious fleece may yi^ld. 
No force they meditate, no listed £eld. 480 

Supreme in all things shall thy pleasure sway. 
And ample gifts for the possession pay. 
Their timely aid may qu^ll the warlike kind, 
Sauromatae, that bear a rebel mind. 



B. III. THE ABGONAUTICS. 21 

Wouldst llioii be told from whence his lineage 
The race heroic shall my tongue disclose, [flows ? 
This chief, whose cause convokes the brare and 
Is son of .£son, and from Cretheus sprung, [young, 
The gallant Jason. If we credit fame, 
A common lineage with the chief we claim. 490 
Cretheus and Athamas the vital fire 
Derived from j£olus, a common sire ; 
Phryxus from Athamas. His parent bright, 
Augeas honours in the source of light ; 
And Telamon, aUied to powers above. 
Through glorious .£acus, descends from Jove. 
The hero's followers all, of strain divine, 
From deities deduce the' illustrious line.' 

As Argus ended, indignation fill'd 
The monarch's soul ; and storms of passion thrill'd. 
Reproach and fiiry all the band engage ; 500 
His grandsons chief attract the burst of rage. 
For them he censured, as the guilty cause, 
That hateful visit from the strangers draws. 
Beneath his brows his eyeballs darted fire. 
* Hence, from my sight, ye caitiff brood, retire ; 
Back, with your fables and your wiles, to Greece ; 
Nor wait the fruits of Phr3rxus, and his fleece. 
Bitter to you. Not for the fleece ye come ; 
My sceptre ye would seize, and regal dome. 510 
My table ye have touched with genial rite ; 
Or direfril thanks intrusion should requite ; 
Tear out your tongues, and lop your arms away. 
And send you forth a pageant of dismay ; 
A timely check to wild attempts and lies ; 
A just reward of monstrous blasphemies".' 

" lies — ^bluphemies : because Argas said thai Telamon 
IS sprang^ from iore, and other oompanions of Jason of 
difine origin. 

C2 
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He spake infuriate ; high dbdain impelPd 
The' son of ^acus ; his bosom swell'd 
With indignation ; and he had repaid 
Reproaches with reproach ; but Jason stay'd S20 
The war of words ; and mildly thus addressed 
The haughty king — ' ^etes, calm thy breast ; 
Let not our armament thy fears engage, 
Or fill thy bosom with tumultuous rage ; 
Not ours the motive painted by thy fear; 
No hostile purpose to thy realm we bear. 
What man would traverse such a tract of main. 
To spoil, with hand unjust, a stranger's reign? 
But, placed by Jove beneath a tyrant's sway. 
His cruel mandate I, perforce, obey. 530 

Indulge our wishes. Through the Grecian land. 
Thy. name and honour shall immortal stand. 
Nor shall the favour meet a thankless race ; 
Our warlike service shall repay the grace, 
Whether the proud Sauromatse must bend ; 
Or other tribes the shock of arms attend.' 

Thus Jason vrith persuasive language wrought, 
While doubtful fluctuates the tyrant's thought. 
Now bent with sudden onset to destroy ; 
And now their strength in trials to employ. 540 
With him revolving, the last thought prevails. 
* Why, strangers (he replied), these long details ? 
If ye, indeed, a line celestial boast. 
And, as our equals, seek llie Colchian coast, 
Lo, to your wish I grant the fleece of gold; 
From valiant men I nothing can withhold. 
Bear it to him, the despot of your land. 
Whoe'er he is, that rules the Grecian band. 
But, proved in trial, I demand to see ' 
The daring man, who vies in force with me. 550 
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Now to the test; and let experience show 
What tadcs of peril I can undergo. 
Two bulls upon the plains of Mars I tame. 
With brazen hoofs, and mouths exhaling flame. 
Obedient to the yoke the beasts I guide, 
And plough the sacred space irom side to side. 
Four acres are allotted to the toil ; 
But rude the surface, stubborn is the soil. 
No common seed is in that furrow sow^d; 
No grain that Ceres erst on man bestow'd. 560 
Along the ftirrow dragon's teeth I fling. 
And hostile warriors from the tiUage spring, 
With mortal fury menacing around. 
But soon my spear extends them on the ground. 
At dawn I yoke my steers, and labour meet'; 
When twilight comes, I from the toil retreat. 
If thou art equal to the task ; this day 
Home to thy king; and bear the fleece away. 
But think not thou on other terms to gain ; 
The brave concede not to the recreant train.' 

Silent the hero sat in grief profound, 571 

His downcast eyes he rivets to the ground. 
Much he revolved the proffer in his mind. 
If thought perplex'd might some expedient find. 
How shaU he meet the trial? how refuse? 
Tis equal danger to reject or choose. 
How shall he promise such a test to bide ? 
At length, with artful words, he thus replied — 

' Just are thy sayings, king. I feel their force ; 
Nor shun probation in this glorious course. 580 
I claim the labour, should my death impend. 
The last of ills that &tes on mortab send. 
Those fates subject me to a cruel lord; 
Hia stem commands, no doubt; no choice afford.' 
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Thus he, while terror wrung the* astonish'd mind ; 
In language stem, the monarch thus rejoin'd — 

' Now,get thee to thy comrades. Thou hast dared 
A task of peril. Come, with mind prepared. 
Woe to thee, if I mark the signs of fear ! 
If but reluctance in thy looks appear; 690 

If thou shouldst tremble at the fiery breed ; 
Or fly when warriors rise from fatal seed ; 
Mine be the care, in thee to teach mankind. 
How dreadful 'tis to gall the nobler kind/ 

He ended frowning. Jason rose in haste. 
And left the table. Forth Augeas passed. 
With Telamon ; and separate by some space 
Argus attended, with more tardy pace. 
He stay'd to warn his brothers, by a sign. 
Their steps within the palace to confine. 600 
Thus they departed. Mid the crowd alone. 
In form ^d |race distinsuish'd, Jason shone. 
The' enraptured maiden held her veil askance. 
And caught, beneath the shade, a sidelong glance. 
She gazed,and gazed ; while grief her soul subdued ; 
And thought in vain the lovely guest pursued; 
As when we catch at objects in a dream. 
That still beyond, yet ever near us seem. 
While, sorrowing, from the palace they retire, 
Chalciop6, to shun her father's ire, 610 

Her inmost chamber with her children sought '; 
Medea foUow'd, with distracted thought. 
The cares of love within her bosom rise. 
And absent Jason stands before her eyes, 
Hi8 looks, his gestures, graved within her breast : 
* Such his deportment — thus he wore his vest — 
Such words he utter*d — thus, and there he sate — 
Thus from the portal rush'd, unhappy fate !' 
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Possess'd, bewilder'dy her enamour'd mind 
I^ds not his parallel in humankind. 620 

Still, stiU, in thought, his honey'd words she hears ; 
His tuneful accents vibrate on her ears. 
Much for the youth her boding fears arise : 
A ghastly corse he sinks before her eyes, 
She sees him with the fiery bulls engage. 
She sees him bleed beneath her father's rage. 
She wept the victim, as already dead, 
And piteous tears of soft compassion shed. 
And mournful words to solitude she spoke ; 629 
While from her breast the smother'd anguish broke. 

' What means the strange disorder of my heart ? 
Such tumult can a stranger's look impart? 
In questionable shape, from distant climes. 
Comes he a prince, or slave distain'd with crimes ? 
Na matter. Let a chief, or miscreant fall, 
Why should the' event for wild emotions call? 
Me it concerns not. Yet, renown'd or base. 
In safety let him fly this fatal place. 
Daughter of Perseus, venerable power *^p 
O guard the youth in that tremendous hour. 
Protect him, guide him, to his native land; 641 
Let him not perish on this Colchian strand ! 
But if the fates have destined him to fail. 
And perish by the bulls that flames CKhaie ; 
Let him perceive there is a feeling heart. 
That in his suflerings claims an equal part.' 

Thus anxious cares the virgin's bosom waste ; 
The chiefs, meantime, the crowd and city pass*d. 
Back,through the plain, their journey they pursued. 
And Argus thus to Jason speech renew^d-^ 660 

^ Heoate wm daughter of Perseas, or Perses and Aiteria. 
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' Will iEson's gallant son disdainful hear 
My present counsel, as the child of fear? 
Yet, in a state so doubtful and forlorn. 
No trial, no resource deserves our scorn. 
Ifast thou not heard me of a virgin tell. 
In philtres leam'd, and many a magic spell? 
Daughter of Perseus, Hecate bestow'd 
The magic science ; and with power endow*d. 
Might we this maiden in your cause engage, 
No terrors would await the monsters* rage.. 060 
To this my mother could dispose the maid; 
Her influence great, but doubtful is her aid. 
Yet will I seek her, and entreaties prove. 
Our common danger may awake her l6ve.' 

Thus he benevolent. The chief replied—- 
' If such thy sentence ; be the' expedient tried. 
Go, and with prayers thy parent's heart incline ; 
And be the powers of soft persuasion thine. 
Yet feeble comfort can that hope instil, 
That waves suspended from a woman's vrill.' 670 

Beside the marsh the social train they find ; 
Impatient transport fill'd the general mind. 
While eager questions every tongue employ ; 
With words of sorrow Jason damps their joy. 

* O friends (he said), the king's indignant mind. 
Relentless, stem, has dreadful tasks assign'd; 
Such as nor I, nor all this gallant band. 
May hope to finish with successful hand. 
Two bulls upon the plain of Mars he feeds ; 
Brazen their hoof, flame from their mouth pro- 
ceeds. 680 
Four acres are the space for tilth allowed; 
With dragon's teeth the furrow must be sow'd. 
This fatal seed the tyrant's hand supplies; 
Thence warriors clad in panoply arise. 
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The ploagfaman, compasa'd by that hostile crew. 
Must perish, or his earth-born foe subdue. 
To try the toil, I boldly gave assent; 
Odier expedient none could thought present.' 

Their downcast eyes in consternation fall ; 
The task is deem'd impossible by all. 690 

Then each his neighbour yiew'd with listless gaze. 
And silent sat in anguish and amaze. 

Peleus atlength,with dauntless mien and bteast, 
Arose ; and thus the' assembled chiefs address'd*— 
< In deeds, not words, our safety must reside ; 
The moments haste our conduct to decide. 
If, Jason, thou to yoke the monsters dare, 
Preserve thy faith, and for the task prepare; 
But if thy spirit firom the conflict flies. 
Go not, nor single any with thine eyes. 700 

Th^ glorious danger none from Peleus gains. 
Death is the worst that fate for man ordains.' 
He ceased. The soul of Telamon was stung ; 
Impatient for that enterprise he sprung. 
The valiant Idas for the trial glows. 
The gallant twins of Tyndarus arose. 
Arose the son of Maeus '^, young and fair, 
His cheek scarce shaded yet with golden hair ; 
Yet, firm in daring, ripe in Virtue's flame, 
The' appalling task of mighty men to claim. 710 
In silence from the trial shrunk the rest, 
When Argus thus the' adventurous chiefs ad- 
dress'd — 

* O friends, the labour that your force demands 
May be the last predestined to your hands. 
Yet Heaven, perhaps, may keep resources stored ; 
My parent* s counsel may some aid afford. 

" Meleager. 
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Your generous ardour for a while re^traitf^ 
Some little space within your ship remain. 
Better the task of glorious danger shun^ 
Than, blindly rash, on 'sure destruction run. 720 
A maid within the royal palace bides j 
Whom Hecat6 through paths of science guides^ 
From every drug earth, air, and sea produce, 
Charms to prepare ; and know their power and use. 
Of wasteful flame she stays the rageful force ; 
She stays the torrent in its headlong course ; 
The sacred moon within her orbit chains ; 
The planets from their devious range detains. 
Theme of discourse, on our returning way. 
This virgin, haply, might my mother sway; 730 
The toil were light. If ye to this assent. 
Back to the palace be my footsteps bent, 
]^y prayers and influence in your cause to prove. 
With Heaven to speed me, and parental love.' 

The favounng gods displayed a sign from high. 
Chased by -a fedcon through the liquid sky. 
With downward flight, a dove to Jason press'd, 
And sought for shelter in the hero's breast. 
Swift on the vane alights his cruel foe. 
Prophetic Mopsus mark'd them from below ; 740 
And, conscious of the future, thus reveaFd 
The sacred truths in mystic signs conceal'd-^ 
' I read the favour of the powers divine. 
The gods benevolent have sent this sign. 
With soothing words, and each persuasive art. 
Essay to bend the royal virgin's heart; 
Secure to speed, if Phineus truly told. 
That means of safety Venus should unfold. 
The bird of love, her harbinger, we see. 
Preserved from danger, to our leader flee. 
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A joyful prescience fills the' expanded breast. 
Of toils svccessfaly and of gtorious rest. 
But first propitiate beauty's queen with prayer; 
Then to perform what Argpis bids prepare.' 

He ceased — the heroes their assent expressed. 
The words of Phineus dwelt in every breast. 
Idas alone, of all the warriors^ rose. 
In accents loud the' indignant spirit flows. 
' Did women then embark to lend their aid? 
And must our vows at Beauty's shrine be paid ? 700 
Must we^ forgetful of the well fought field, 
Oar childish thought to doves and falcons yield ? 
Perdition datch you! be your arms resign'd! 
With words subdue the weak unwariike kind.' 
He ended, frowning, while, in murmurs low, 
A numerous train disapprobation show. 
He sat indignant; answer none retum'd, 
Till Jason*s mind with deep resentment bum'd. 
To meet the' injurious charge he roused his thought, 
And.utter'd accents ^y tiie' occasion taught. 770 

' If such the pleasure of the general train, 
' No more let Argus at the ship remain. 
Moor we the vessel boldly from the land ; 
Longer concealment would disgrace our band. 
No more, in. marshes hid, the combat shun ; 
:Bold and determined on the danger run.' 

He ceased. And Argus, at the word, recalls 
His steps, and hastens to the city walls, [mand, 
They weigh'd their anchors at the chiers com- 
And urged with oars their vessel to the land. 700 

Without the palace gate, accustom'd seat 
Of council, round their king the Colchians meet. 
The savage king insuperable snares. 
And mortal anguish, for the Greek prepares. 

VOL. u. D 
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Soon as the bulls the' ill-fated man should slay ^. 
That rashly dares the dangerous task essay » 
With wood, collected from the mountain's gloom. 
The ship and Greeks he purposed to consume. 
A dire example of impressive fear. 
To bid the future visitant forbear. 790 

' .£olian Phryxus, when these shores he gained, 
No free reception at my hand obtained, 
Gentlest of guests, with piety adom'd. 
Yet had my palace gates a stranger scom'd, 
With earnest prayers he vainly had implored 
Place in my household, station at my board, 
Had not the son of Maia, from above, 
KeveaI'd the pleasure of almighty Jove. 
And shall these pirates, that invade my states, 
£lude the vengeance that presumption waits? 800 
Miscreants, that meditate by force and spoil 
To seize the produce of another's toil ! 
With wild excursion through the seas they roam, 
To vex the peasant, and his peaceful home.' 

The sons of Phryxus, too, his wrathful mood 
Condemned to wash away their crime in blood. 
' Returning thus, with an unhallow'd train. 
Ye come (he cried) to shake my peaceful reign. 
Ye come to spy the secrets of the land. 
Ye come to wrest the sceptre from my hand. 810 
Irreverent wretches ! but your deeds accord 
With revelations of my father's word. 
The* all-seeing Sun. He taught me to beware ^ 
The homebred treason, the domestic snare. 
That voice prophetic such a fear impressed, 
I yielded frankly to your wild request; 
Pleased that the mandates of your dying sire 
Should with the safety of my house conspire. 
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To distant climes ye purposed then to go. 
And rid my palace of the' intestine foe, 820 

Sole cause of fear. For, from my daughters rise 
No terrors. They no treason will devise. 
My child, Absyrtus, will not bear a part 
In any scheme to rend a father's heart. 
Chalciop^, my child, thy sons appear 
Sole cause of danger; only source of fear. 
Guard well the vessel. Vengeance on my train, 
If single miscreant scape the destined pain !' 

Argus returned the while his mother sought. 
And to his aim with various speeches wrought; 
Intent Medea's powerful aid to prove ; 88 . 

No new expedient to parental love. 
But decent sense of shame her tongue withheld. 
And fear restrain'd while tenderness impell'd. 
Scarce dares she to the virgin's ear confide 
Bequests, from common rule so strangely wide ; 
Matter so dangerous, should the maid comply ; 
So doubly dangerous, should the maid deny. 
Well might she fear her father's savage mind! 
Well mi^t she fearsome impious task behind 1 840 

While on her couch she sunk, in trance profound, 
Medea's sorrows soft oblivion drown'd ; 
Yet, fearful visions hover'd round her head. 
Illusive forms, of mournful fancy bred. 
The stranger seem'd, that trial to sustain. 
Moved by no wish the wondrous fleece to gain; 
But love and she die daring aim supplied; 
He sought Medea for his virgin bride. 
Greece he had lefit, at Beauty's powerful call. 
And love allured him to her fisLther^s hall. 860 
The fiery bulls she then appeared to tame. 
And yoke, uninjured by their breath of flame. 
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Not inattentive to the maiden's tale, 
She finds strange tumults in her breast prevail. 
A grief so sudden fills her with surprise. 
To working fancy strange surmises rise. 
While doubt and wonder in her bosom wrought, 
Her hasty steps Medea's chamber sought. 
Sunk on her couch the' afflicted maid she found. 
Tearing her cheeks, in floods of sorrow drown'd. 
' Why do thy tears, Medea, sister, flow? 929 
What fatal cause has plunged thy soul in woo? 
'Does angry Heaven thy feverish veins inflame? 
Do seeds of malady pervade thy frame ? 
Hast thou for me, and for my sons forlorn. 
The deep reproaches of our father borne ? 
Oh, would to Heaven, that I and mine might flee. 
And never more the roof parental ^ee ! 
For ever fly this city, and this shored 
And never hear the name of Golchos more !' 
Medea heard, sufliised with crimson dye. 
Eager to speak ; yet shame forbade reply. 940 
Now on her tongue the floating accents stray; 
Now lost within her bosom fade away. 
Her beauteous lips iii act to speak appear ; 
.But thence no murmuts reach the' attentive ear. 
Long ti^e she paused, and then replied with art, 
That mighty love can teach the simplest heart. 
' Thy sons my fond solicitude employ ; 
Lest them my father with his guedts destroy. 
When brief repose upon my senses crept. 
The mind was' wakeful though the body slept; 
Terrific visions rose, a ghastly train ! 951 

Ye powers of mercy, make the portents vain ! 
Spare my loved sister such a cruel doom ! 
Preserve her offsprmg from the' untimely tomb !' 
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She spake, for triai of her thoughts ; to prove 
The* extent and feelings of maternal loye. 
If anxious tenderness, her sons to shield, 
To strangers aid against a sire might yield. 
While pangs intc^erable seized her breast, 
The sister thus a mother^s cares confessed : 060 

* Such visions oft are present to my mind; 
And oft I wish thy powerful aid to find. 
But swear by Heaven above, and earth below, 
To keep my secret, and thine aid bestow. 
My sister, I conjure thee, at this hour; 
By thy loved self, and every blessed power; 
By joys and griefs maternal ties impart. 
Ties that full soon may haply bind thy heart; 
Let not my children's dire untimely end 
Torture my sight, my bleeding bosom rend. 070 
I will not leave you, offspring of my love. 
For good or ill one destiny we prove. 
And should we perish — An avenging shade 
I rise, to vex thy rest, unfeeling maid.' 

Tears coursing tears, in floods, each other 
chased. 
Her sister's knees, impassion'd, she embraced. 
Her glowing face within her bosom kept. 
As lock*d within each other's arms they wept 
As thus they joined their grief with mournful cries. 
Through all the dome the lamentation flies. 060 

Medea first resumed the plaintive strain : 
' 111 fated sister, what relief from pain ? 
With imprecations why my aid demand? 
Why name the Stygian powers, tremendous band ? 
Oh ! did the safety of ^y sons depend 
On me ; no sorrows should thy bosom rend. 
Inviolable oath, that Colchians fear. 
By Heaven above and earth below, I swear. 
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Earth, awful mother of the powers divine. 

My wish, my aid, my choicest skill are thine. 900 

Though things scarce possihle thy tongue should 

ask. 
Ne'er shall this hand be wanting to the taskj 
She ceased, and thus Chalciop6 replies : 

* Might not thy skill some stratagem devise. 
Some art; if, yielding to the strangers prayer. 
To brave the fury of our sire we dare; 

To bear him through the conflict safe and free ; 
And snatch firom death my gentle sons and me.? 
Our being on the youth's success depends. ' 

Within, my Argus thy resolve attends. lt)90 
To me deputed he from Jason came. 
Thine aid, through me, the Grecian heroes claim,' 

Delight Medea's throbbing bosom flush'd. 
The mantling crimson o'er the lily rush'd. 
A trance of pleasure every sense confused. 
Her swimming eyes a sudden night sufiused. 

* Chalciope, thy safety and thy joy 

Shall every thought and every toil employ. 
Let me not view the dawn of morning fair ; 
Let me not breathe the gift of vital air ; 1010 
If object or connexion claim a part. 
More dear, more inward, in Medea's heart. 
Than thou and thine ! the brothers of my love. 
Thy sons by nature fond affection move; 
And I thy love in double right demand. 
Sister at once, and daughter of thy hand. 
A playmate with thy children have I grown. 
Thy cares parental from my childhood known; 
Oft would thine arms, so has our mother told. 
My weak and helpless infancy enfold. 1020 

Go then. Let silence veil my promised aid, 
Till art my parent's jealous care evade ; 
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Not light OT idle are the words I speak^ 

At dawn the fane of Hecate I se^; 

With potent drags prepared, and magic charms » 

To save the' adyenturoas youth from fiery harms/ 

With joy her sister heard, with joy conTey*d 
Hopes to her children of the promised aid. 
Medea now in soUtude remain'd ; [gaihM. 

And shame and fear, once more, the' ascendant 
' What — ^for a stranger, in such tasks engage I 
Impious — for him defy a fiuher's rage !' 1032 

Now Night o'er earth her ample Teil dispiay'd " ; 
And sailors, from the deep, the stars snrvey'd, 
Orion, and the greater Bear; that guide 
The nightly path of vessels through the tide* 
Sleep on the weary travellers'* senses crept^ 
E'en in the tower the careful warder slept. 
Subdued by rest, the mother ceased to mourn 
Her darling infants closed within their urn. 1040 
Ihe bna^ hum of crowded streets was still;' 
And jrtill the watch-dog's larum loud and shriU. 
The queen of darkness trod her awful round. 
Her ears untroubled by a vagrant sonn4« 
Medea's couch refiised the soft eoatroly 
For Jove and Jason agonized her souU 
The bulls that breathe intolerable fire. 
Forebodings mortal to her love inspire; 
The (rfain of Mars in dismal prospect lies. 
In ^cy there the youthful hero dies. 1050 

Distracting thought ! she feels the fluttering heart 
With feverish throbbings in her bosom dart. 
As when, from caldron or capacious vase. 
The trembling lymph reflects the solar face; 
Uncertain glancing round some chamber walls. 
Now here, now there, the darted radiance falls; 

" See Virgirs Detcription of Nigfit, ^ocidiT. 
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The dazzling species plays incessant round. 
Strikes on the roof, or dances o*er the ground ; 
With pulse irregular, that knew no rest, 
Medea's heart leap'd fluttering in her breast. 1060 
The streams of pity from her eyes distill'd. 
Corroding pangs her inmost bosom fill'd. 
Incessant anguish. The devouring flame 
Glows in each nerve, and wastes the weary frame. • 
It rends the heartstrings — hurries in each vein ; 
Fills every sense, and fires the madding brain. 
Within her mind confused ideas roll. 
Discordant purposes distract the soul. 
Now, she determines to supply the charms 
Of power, to save the youdifirom fiery harms; 1070 
Now, to withhold ; and seek in death to prove 
A long oblivion of disastrous love. 
Again, she hopes that reason force may give. 
To sacrifice the youth, yet dare to live. 

Amid this conflict, mournful sounds expressed 
The painful tumults of the* enamour'd breast. 
^Ah^ wretch ! what end, what respite canst thou find 
While choice of evil presses on the mind ? 
My thoughts are error, doubt, confusion all; 
Certain in love alone, a wretched thrall. 1080 
Oh, had the shafts of virgin Dian fled. 
And early join'd me to the silent dead ! 
Then had I slept in peace, nor seen this band. 
For my perdition, reach the Colchian land. 
Nor seen, Chalciop^, in evil day. 
Thy sons for Greece the* adventurous sail display. 
Some god, some fury urged these strangers* course. 
To rend this heart with anguish and remorse. 
But let him perish, if the fates ordain 
That direful exit on ihe martial plain. 1090 
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How might I scape a parent's watchful eye? 

Or how my philtres and my charms apply ? 

What language might deceive the jealous ear? 

Or what my purposes to Jason bear? 

In privacy may succour be conveyed? 

What arts, what stealth, the bold attempt shall aid ? 

In secret shall I own my fond alarms. 

And boldly clasp the stranger in these arms ? 

Oh ! were he lost — would that event bestow 

A pause firom love — a remedy for woe? 1100 

Would not the soul, enamour'd of her grief, 

Pursue his image, and disclaim relief? 

Farewell, decorum! farewell every joy! 

Let his existence all my thoughts employ* 

Whatever destiny for me remains. 

Fair youth, in safety fly where fate ordains. 

Mayst thou but know, that from Medea's power 

Protection foUow'd in that fearful hour. 

And I am satisfied. Pursue thy fate ; 

Leave thy deliverer to misfortune's hate. 1110 

His conflict over, death shall end my care ; 

Whether I perish pendulous in air. 

Or rest from pain the' envenomed potion give. 

But shall not then the tale of shame survive? 

Scorn and derision shall attend my fall. 

And taunts resound within this peopled wall. 

Each Colchian female shall her death deride. 

Who, slave of passion, for a stranger died. 

A wanton, heedless of her virgin fame. 

Who stain'd her parents and her house with shame. 

O foul offence, no language can defend ! 1121 

Disgrace to womanhood, that ne'er shall end ! 

No ; better here resign this hated breath. 

And fly reproach, so multiplied, in death. 
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This Tety chamber, and thk veiy time. 
Present a refuge from the monstroos ciime/ 

She ceased — and rising for a coff«r sought. 
With potent drugs of yarious influence fraught ^ 
Some genial ; some, with operation dark. 
Could sense perturb, and quench the Tital spark. 
Upon her knees the hoarded philtres rest; 1131 
W hile tears , a ceaseless torrent, bathed her breast : 
From grief and love unequal*d they descend. 
While for those sufferings she prepares an end. 
The friendly bane determined now to taste. 
She touch'd the bands that held the coffer fast ; 
And thought the balm of all her cares to find. 
When sudden terrors ru^'d upon her mind. 
She paused astonished. For, before her eyes 
The forms of death, in all their terrors, rise., 1140 
And in succession, blandishing appears. 
All that allures the wish, and life endears ; 
Each darling child of hope and fancy bright. 
That bids the senses teem with young delight ; 
And every joy that to the' expanded^heart 
The mutual wish and social hours impart. 
Sudden a fairer face all nature show'd. 
Id streams more gay the solar radiance flow'd. 
Again the eoffer on her knees she placed, . 1149 
While yarious objects in her soul she traced; 
For Juno*s influence in her bosom wrought. 
And gaye the final bias to her thought. 
No more, she doubts, by warring motiyes drawn, 
With settled aim she wishes for the dawn; 
That Jason she might meet, gaze on his charms, 
And drugs impart to guard the youth frcmi; harms. 
6ft she unbarr'd her portals through the night; 
And look'd, and look'd, to mark approaching light. 
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The moniy at length, anveil*d her welcome face. 
And through the city waked the toiling race. 1100 
Thy sons, Chalciop6, as Argus bade. 
To watch her purpose near Medea stay'd ; 
The youth himself, ere yet the stars were fled, 
His eager footsteps to ihe vessel sped. 
Soon as the maid descried the morning fair. 
She deck'd her golden locks with studious care, 
Tliat hung neglected ; and the' enlivening red 
O'er cheeks all pale with sorrow's ravage spread. 
Ambrosial essences her skin bedew. 1160 

O'er her bright frame a splendid robe she threw. 
Confined with clasps around her slender waist. 
A veil upon her radiant head she placed ; 
Her head, that more than mortal beauty show'd. 
The snowy veil in waves translucent flow'd. 
With spreading flowers of broider'd silver crown'd. 
Her locks diffused ambrosial odours round. 
Now, circling through the dome, with steps of air. 
She trod the floor, and vanished every care ; 
Unseen those evils that around her lay'^, 
And greater evils of the futlire day. 1180 

She call'd her maidens — twelve, in youthful bloom. 
Stood at the chamber doors that breathed perfume. 
Alike in age, alike in beauteous frame. 
Strangers to love, and the maternal name. 

Intent, great Hecate, to seek thy fane, 
Her mules she bade them harness to the wain. 
The mules and car obedient they provide, 
•Meantimie the nymph her mystic coffer tried. 

'* Either because she looki so well, or through joj, at 
thoughts of meeting Jason } greater evils, when she should be 
despised by Jason. 
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A drug she took that bears Prometheus* name. 
Sovereign protection 'gainst devoifring flame. 1190 
Those who that drug employ, with midnight care. 
Must sooth the power, revered with torches' glare ; 
Persephon6, sole ofilspring, sought in vain 
By weeping Ceres o*er the* Ennaean plain : 
That unguent with mysterious rite applied. 
No steely weapon shall the skin divide. 
With force innoxious the devouring flame 
Shall spend its fury on the' enchanted frame. 
No fear of peril shall the man subdue. 
In fi^ht, no faintness shall from toil ensue. 1206 
Prometheus drenched Caucasian steeps with gore. 
And teeming rocks the potent herbage bore ; 
When the fierce vulture, delving for his food, 
The reeking entrails tore, and swam in blood. 
A cubit high the stately flower it rears. 
Which like the crocus in its hue appears ; 
The stem disparting wide, sublime it shoots. 
Like newly sever'd flesh appear the roots ; 
The juice efliised descends in sable rills, 
like the dark sap that from the beech distils. 
For magic uses, this her skilful hand 1211 

In shells had treasured, of the Caspian strand. 
Seven times she plunged in the perennial stream. 
Seven times on Brimo call'd, tremendous name ; 
On Brimo, awfiil nurse of youthful might, 
That, veii'd in clouds, pursues the dogs of night; 
Whose power tremendous central earth pervades. 
Whose power tremendous sways the Stygian 
shades ; C^^^^P* 

Ere, robed in black, through brooding darkness 
That herb she cull'd along the rocky steep. 1220 
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She tore the plant of Titan *' from the gpround, 
'And earth convulsed shook from her base pro* 

found. 
Hien direful pangs Prometheus* bosom rent, 
And screams of torture through the air he sent. 

This unguent o'er the fragrant zone was laid, 
That bound the lovely bosom of the maid. 
Medea, hasting from the door, ascends 
The car; a virgin on each hand attends. 
She caught the reins, and with the sounding thong, 
Through the wide city lash*d the mules along. 
Behind her, the remaining virgin train 1231 

Clung to the chariot, as it rolFd amain ; 
Succinct, as through the spacious streets they flee, 
They bind their snowy garments by the knee. 

As where Parthenius' '* limpid tsurrents gleam, 
Or newly bathed, Amnisus '^, in thy stream. 
Her golden chariot virgin Dian fills. 
And swift-paced hinds transport her o*er the hills ; 
Call'd by the scent of hecatombs from far, 
A thousand nymphs attend her rapid car; 1240 
The Naiads, Uiat in cool Amnisus lave. 
With the brown Oreads from the mountain cave ; 
The pensive Dryads, that retirement love, 
And haunt the mazes of the shady grove ; t 

And, as they pass, the beasts of wood and lawn, 
With murmurs bland,and gentle crouchings, fawn ; 
Such was the train, all-beauteous to behold : 
The crowds receded as the chariot roird. 

Now, through the stately portals, o'er the plain. 
With urgent speed Medea reach*d the fJEtne : 1250 

" So called becaase it sprang; from the blood of Prome- 
tbeos, who was of the race of Titans. 
'^ A river of Paphlagonia. 
'^ A citj and river of Crete. 
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There from the «ar she sprang, with throbbing 

breast, 
And eager thus the virgin train addressed — 
' O friends! some error strange misleads my 

thought, [brought. 

And near those strangers hath our footsteps 
Unwelcome visitors they seek this land. 
And fill with terror all die Colchian band; 
Hence all the female kind, possessed with fear. 
Their wonted confluence to the shrine forbear. 
Vet, having ventured thus, since none advance. 
Our sports to censure with intrusive glance, 1260' 
For wreaths collect we every fairest flower, 
While tuneful songs deceive the fleeting hour ; 
Then home return. Yet, might my counsel 

sway, 
Most useful were the' excursion of this day. 
My kinsman Argus — but, my friends, conceal 
In trusty silence what I shall reveal. 
Oh ! should my father learn it— woe to all ! 
What direful vengeance on our heads might fall! 
But Argus wearies me with urgent prayers; 
And e'eii my sister in his counsel shares. I27O 
With mighty gifts they would my purpose bend^ 
By magic aid this stranger to defend ; 
£lse he must perish. Pity moved my heart, 
Join'd to the treasures which he can impart; 
My word is pledged obedient to their will. 
And Jason comes the treaty to fulfil. 
In secret here the treasure he divides. 
And takes the philtre that my skill provides ; 
The strongest spell that magic can prepare. 
Let all retire ; and all his bounty share ^.' 1280 

^ I tbiok I have rendered this passage in the most oataral 
sense, bat mjr versioD has been objected to. The passage 
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She ended; and her mandates all pursue, 
Argus apart the son of .£son drew, [break, 

Wam'd by his brethren, that when dawn should 
The fane of Hecat6 the maid would seek : 
Onward he led him o'er the spacious plain, 
And Mopsus join'd them, of prophetic strain ; 
Who traced events, with prescient ear and sight, 
In voice of birds and in foreboding flight 
That hour might none amid the sons of Jove, 
Amid the progeny of gods above, 1290 

In youthful beau^ and 'endowments rare. 
With Jason, deck'd by Juno's hand, compare. 
Aroimd his face etherial radiance play'd. 
And every gesture manly grace displayed* 
A ^ad amazement his companions felt, 
Such beamy charms on every feature dwelt. 
The son of Ampycus '' with pleasure glows, 
And fairest omens of the future rose. 

Beside the path that to the temple tends, 
A poplar, with funereal leaf, ascends : 1300 

A station meet, where clustering rooks abound. 
Whose ceaseless cawing fills the air around. 
One of the number cli^ her sable wings. 
And thus the will of royal Juno sings — 
' Poor shallow prophet, ignorant alone. 
Of what to striplings and to girls is known ! 
Ah, fool unheeding, amorous parleys need 
Nor babbling witnesses nor jealous heed. 
Go— 'go thou novice in affairs of love, 
A vile encumbrance from thy friend remove. 1310 

nuiy be rendered differently by readings for speB, harm», and 
inserting these two lines : 

Far different from the promise of bis tboaght, 
A direfal parchase witb perdition fraught. 

*' Mopsns. 

E 2 
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What! will the soft and tiiiiid maid explain 
Her tender thoughts before a numerous train f 
Oh no, their presence checks the fond desire. 
The sweet unfoldings of the mutual fire. 
Hence, hence, thou harbinger of ill, remove. 
Go, simple novice in affairs of love; 
Oq thee may never Cytherea smile. 
Or young delights thy gloomy cares beguile.' 

Thus she reproachful. Mopsus gently smiled ; 
Her mission own'd, and spake in accents mild — 
* Alone, O Jason, to the fane repair, 1321 

There shalt thou find a virgin young and fair; 
Bland smiles and kind reception shall be thine, 
Por Venus will her heart to love incline. 
From her assistance shall thy toils await; 
So Phineus has reveal'd the will of fate. 
With Argus here I shall remain apart. 
Expecting thy return with anxious heart. 
Thou singly haste, and urge the royal maid. 
In hours of danger to bestow her aid.' 1330 

His prudent words their i^probation find, 
While thoughts congenial fill Medea's mind; 
Ah, wretched maid ! nor song nor sport had power 
To fix attention in the sportive hour. 
Sport seem'd impertinent, and harsh the strain. 
Through music's varied soul pursued in vain ; 
The varied melodies displease alike. 
No chord composure to the soul can strike. 
Scarce can her train allure the wandering eye, 
To different objects thought and wishes fiy. 1340 
Absent she sat, in meditation drowned. 
And gazed on all the distant pathways round ; 
Intent, with eager eyes and head reclined. 
At sound of trampling foot or sighs of wind ; 
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The fluttering heart seem'd wing*d to leave her 

breast. 
And painful throbs the glowing breath suppress'd. 
He comes — the subject of her fond alarms — 
He comes in all the majesty of charms ; 
With footsteps light, exulting o*er the plain, 
And bright as Sinus rising from the main ; 13d0 
All beauteous from the briny surge he springs. 
But death and mourning to the fold he brings ; 
Such fatal splendour Jason's charms impart, 
Joy to the sight, but sorrow to the heart : 
Sad interview, from thee the maid shall know 
A direful tissue of reproach and woe. 
Her hurried heart within her bosom flies, 
A sudden darkness veils her swimming eyes; 
Her burning cheek the deepest blush suffiised. 
Her trembling knees to bear her frame refused. 
To fly, or to proceed, vain, vain her toil ; 1361 
Her feet beneath are rooted to the soil. 
"Sow quickly vanish'd all the* attendant train. 
Silent the hero and the maid remain. 
"So limb they moved ; but, in astonished mood. 
With gaze delighted, near each other stood ; 
Nor sounds nor gestures animation show, 
like oaks or firs that on the mountains grow; 
Whose peaceful heads " all motionless arise. 
While not a breeze is stirring in the skies ; 1370 
But, when the tempests agitate the steep. 
They wave, they bellow, as the whirlwinds sweep. 
Thus stood the youthful pair, ordain'd to prove 
A mighty change, beneath the storms of love ; 
Ordain'd that flowing eloquence to find, 
That passion dictates to the' enaraour'd mind. 
B ImiUted bj Valerios Flacoas, lib. vii. lin. 408. 
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The wily youth perceiyed the heaven-bora flame. 
And gently thus he spared the virgin's shame — 
Why, beauteous maiden, in this lonely place. 
Why gaze astonished on a stranger's face? 1380 
Think me not, like the common youthful crowd. 
In thoughts capricious, and in boasting loud. 
Why shouldst thou fear me ? In my native land. 
In ease and affluence of the heedless band; 
Not mine the mood to wake a virgin's fear. 
Safe slept her secret in my faithful ear. 
Oh, blush no more I Wfaate'er thou wilt, request ; 
Repose thy feelings on a feeling breast. 
My fairest, speak. With mutual hearts we meet; 
No rash presumption fear, no foul deceit. 1390 
In this most awful place, where fraudfiil mind 
And thoughts unhallow'd no reception find. 
Speak uncontrol'd. Nor let soft speech evade 
The flattering promise to thy sister made. 
The drugs of soothing power. This aid I claim, 
By sacred Hecat6, most awful name ; 
By soft attraction of the gentle ties. 
When pleading kindred to the soul applies;' 
By Jove, the friend of strangers, who delights 
In deed benevolent, and social rites. 1400 

A twofold title to thine aid I bear. 
At once a suppliant and a stranger here. 
By perils compass'd, for thine aid I bend. 
Sole hope in those dire conflicts that impend. 
We, in return, whate'er the fates allow. 
Or strangers can in climes remote bestow. 
Will pay ; the tribute of our thanks and praise. 
And gratitude her monuments shall raise. 
Their labours ^nded, our heroic throngs 
Shall cdebrate thy praise in martial songs. 1410 
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TheOrecian fair thy merits shali rehearse, 
In strain symphonious, or in measured yerse; 
Our wives and yirgins, who with sorrow pale 
Their absent loves along the shores bewaiil* 
Grateful to thee the' exulting train shall prove* 
Peace to their hearts, protection to their love ; 
Thus Ariadne on the Cretan shore. 
Daughter of Minos, aid to Theseus bore. 
Pasipha^ fill'd her veins with heavenly fire. 
Derived from Phebus, her immortal sire; 1420 
Though Minos purposed to destroy the train. 
His daughter's pity made that purpose vain ; 
To share the safety that her counsels gave, 
She join'd their wanderings o'er the distant wave. 
Dear to the gods above, her garland bright'^ 
Adorns the glittering canopy of night; 
Bank'd with the beauteous host of heavenly signs. 
Her crown the pledge of fame immortal shines ; 
So, should my friends to thee their safety owe. 
The' admiring gods their favour will bestow. 1430 
We read the means in that expressive face. 
The fair deportment, and the beaming grace; 
There our fond hopes the bright assurance find. 
Of soft persuasion, and the prudent mind.' 

Thus dropp'd the dews of flattery from his tongue. 
With nectai^d smiles her eyes she downward flung. 
Then, fill'd with soft confusion by his praise. 
Her eyes she ventured on the youth to raise ; 
The virgin wish'd, but tried in vain'^ to speak, 
Such throng'd ideas for expression seek ; 1440 
A thousand thoughts at once her fancy strike, 
Alike important all and apt alike. 

^ The ooDstelUtion called Ariadne's Crown* 
■^ See Valerios Flaooos, lib. vii. line 433, 
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Forth from her irag^rant bosom then she drew 
The potent charm, instinct with magic dew« 
She placed it in liie youth's delighted hand ; 
And, had he pleased her being to demand. 
Her life, her soul, in that consenting hour 
Of amorous yielding, had confessed his power. 
From Jason's form, his face, his sunny hair. 
Such beams of beauty flash'd upon the fair; 1450 
The sweet contagion, through the kindling eyes. 
Subdued the melting heart with fond surprise. 
The fumes of passion drink the hurried blood. 
As shrinks within her veins the vital flood; 
Their downcast eyes now spoke the timid shame ; 
Alternate now they darted looks of flame; 
Beneath their brows sweet smiling lustre play'd. 
Then hesitating, slow, rejoin'd the maid : 
, * Attentive hear me, that thou mayst derive* 
The means of safety from those aids I give. 1460 
With deadly purpose rankling in his heart. 
The dragon's teeth my father will impart; 
The fatal seed in peril thou must sow, 
A crop most fertile in despair and woe. 
Thou, by the march of constellations bright. 
Observe the moment that divides the night. 
Bathe in the current of the' unwearied flood. 
Then, veil'd with sable stole in solemn mood, 
A circling trench with hallow'd reverence trace. 
And kill a female lamb within the space. 1470 
Then rear with unpolluted hands the pyre, 
And give the victim to the flames entire. 
Appease the goddess in that awful hour. 
Daughter of Perseus, sole begotten power. 
On Hecate libations due bestow. 
Let honey'd streams from sacred goblets flow. 
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This ended, home return with backward pace, 
'Not turn at startling noise thy heedless face; 
Though hurried steps along the causeway sound, 
Or mastiffs hoarsely bay, with note profound; 
Shouldst thou, ill fated, rashly turn thy head, 
Vain are the rites, and hopes of safety fled. 1482 
Seek not thy comrades with irrererent haste, 
Ere all precautions are observed and pass'd. 
Soon as the morning shall illume the sky. 
Dissolve thb drug, and o'er thy frame apply. 
Unwearied strength and courage shall be thine. 
And vigour, not of men, but powers divine. 
Remeniber too, with this same drug to smear 
Thy shield, thy trenchant sword, and pointed 

spear. [charms. 

No wounds shall pierce thee through the potent 
From weapons wielded e'en by giant arms. 1492 
The furious bulls that roll devouring flame. 
Shall breathe innoxious on the' enchanted frame.. 
But, oh beware ! The' enchantment will not stay ; 
Its force is bounded by a single day. 
Yet, not for this the bold emprise decline. 
Some other aid in dangers shall be thine ; 
When with the fiery team, and potent hand. 
Through all the' extent is plough'd the rugged 

land; 1500 

When all the tract is sown with dragon's teeth. 
An earthbom race shall spring to light beneath. 
When thou shalt see the crowding warriors rise, 
In secret cast a stone of ample size ; 
Por this, as famish'd dogs for food engage-. 
The giant brothers will in combat rage. 
Fell'd by each other as they press the ground. 
Then join the fight, then deal thy blows around. 
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Thus, safe from JEA shalt thou bear the fleece. 
Scope of thy voyage, to the shores of Greece : 
But let my image dwell within thy mind, 1511 
And sometimes seek these shores; but leave thy 
train behind.' ' [eyes; 

She paused and silent stood, with downcast 
A flood of tears succeeding stormy sighs; 
While she reflected he must far remove. 
Death to her hopes, and torment to her love I 
But now with bolder confidence endued, 
She press'd his hand, and thus her speech renewed, 
With mournful tone — * Thou , on the Grecian plain , 
Remember me. Thy form I shall retain, 1520 
Alas! too firmly. But, ingenuous youth. 
Disclose thy home and household gods with truth. 
What course will bear thy vessel from our coasts ? 
W^6f6 proud Orchomenus her treasure boasts? 
Or, mid the waves, will lEiUs nearer isle 
Allure thy wishes, and in prospect smile? 
But who that virgin, theme of thy applause^ 
Whom ties of kindred to my father draws? 
Thy words have painted her as fair and young,^' 
Of noble lineage, from Pasipha^ sprung.' 1530 

Engendered by her tears, pernicious guest, 
Love rush'd impetuous on the hero's breast. 
'Ardent he answered — ' Neither day nor night. 
Shall thy bright form be absent from my sight. 
If I may scape, indeed, on Colchian plains, 
•The dreadful conflict that thy sire ordains^ 
And safely reach the happy shores of Greece, 
I bear thine image, with the precious fleece. 
My fairest asks me where my country lies. 
My heart, my tongue, are strangers to disguise; 
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'Kfl pleasure to perfonn the soft request^ 1541 
By Ups so sweet, and eyes so bright express'd. 
A land there is, that lofty hills sarround, * 
Where numerous flocks and fertile plains abound. 
Sprung from lapetns, of heavenly fire, 
Tliere dwelt Prometheus, good Deucalion's sire. 
He first by laws o'er willing subjects reign'd, 
And towns for men, and fanes for gods ordain'd. 
Tis called Haemonia" by the neighbouring race. 
There towers lolcus, my paternal place ; 1550 
And Tarious other stately cities smile. 
Nor e'en by name is known iEea*s isle. 
From tibence, ^tis said, the noble Minyas went. 
Who drew from .£olus his proud descent. 
And built Orchomenus, a town that stands 
In peaceful neighbourhood with Theban bands. 
But why amuse thee with this idle fame. 
My natal spot, and Ariadne's name? 
Daughter of Minos. Let her memory five 
In that esteem benignant actions give. . 1560 
Her sire and lover she to friendship led. 
And concord firm, with healing influence spread. 
Oh might thy father hear the words of peace, 
from diose dear lips, and all his friry cease !' 

Hius he, with flattering words and soothing art. 
While sharpest anguish wrung the virgin's heart; 
Desponding looks and moumfrd tones express'd 
The gloomy thoughts that laboured in her breast. 

' In Greece, periiaps, the solemn pact may bind. 
And laws of honour overawe the mind ; 15*? 
Alas, JSetes knows no law but force, 
Unlike that Minos, theme of thy discourse. 

* Thef sal J. 
VOL. H. P 
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And far inferior to ihat maideii mild. 
In charms and influence, his unhappy child ! 
Oh think no more of hospitable rite ; 
But> when lolcus* towers rejoice thy sight. 
Remember me. Be some few sighs consig&'d 
To the poor victim that remains behind. 
For me, no power shall tear thee from my soul. 
Nor mother's voice nor father's stem control. 
May fame the tidings of thy wel&ure bring, 1581 
Some bird propitious waft them on his wing. 
To bear me, might the favouring breezes rise. 
And o'er the seas transport, and tiirough the skies ! 
While round thee all the sports and pleasures flow. 
That affluence, ease, and kindred, can bestow; 
Before thee might I stand a sudden guest. 
And say, through me these raptures fill thy breast? 
Oh, might I soon be placed, and long remain, 
A favour'd inmate with thy household train !' 1590 
Then piteous tears her lovely cheeks bedew'd; 
His gentle accents thus the youth renewed — 
' Wish not, my fairest. Fruitless wish to find 
The bird of embassy, the wafdng wind. 
But, wouldst thon yield to seek the Grecian shore. 
Our maids shall honour thee, our youtiis adore ; 
Our matrons hail thy tutelary power. 
Our guardian goddess, in the' eventful hour; 
Whose counsels wise and salutary charms *" 
Beturn the dearest pledges to their arms. 1600 
To some, the tried companions of their youth; 
To some, the husbands of their plighted truth ; 
To this, a brother thine assistance gives. 
That from thine hand a darling child receives. 
Oh might I claim thee as my blooming spouse. 
Sole darling object of my fsuthful vows; 
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In haUoVd kagve of soul with soul combined. 
One wish, one lore, one fortune, and one mind ! 
Form'd for each other, by the gods aUied, 1009 
Death, only death, our union should divide.' 

His words her soul with amorous softness fill ; 
Yet, starting, she recoils from purposed ill. 
Yain were tiby conflicts, most unhappy maid! 
For Juno^s will, with power compulsive, sway'd; 
Brief was thy force, a lover to deny, 
To Grecian shores thou art ordain'd to fly. 
To wreak her vengeance against Pelias planned, 
The goddess claims thee on lolcus' strand. 

Meantime the' attendants of the royal fair 
At distance watch'd her steps with jealous care ; 
They watch'd the progress of the wearing day, 
And silent murmured at the long delay. 1022 
The sun so forward on his journey pass'd. 
Home to her parents bids Medea haste : 
Yet, all unnuuk'd the stealing moments flow. 
Such pleasure Jason's looks and words bestow. 
His form, his soothing speeches so delight, 
Full gladly had she lingered there till night; 
More cautious he, with watchful thought and eye, 
Late and reluctant urged the nymph to fly. 1630 
* The day advances. To thy mother's arms, 
A while, my fidrest, I resign thy charms ; 
Lest evening shades our intercourse surprise, 
Or stranger mark it with unfriendly eyes ; 
In happier moments of the' expansive heart, 
Hereafter we may meet, no more to part.' 

The lovers thus in fond expressions vied. 
The feelings all their eloquence supplied; 
And amorous doubt essay'd with j^ous art 
To search the secret of the heart of heart 1640 
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The youth his vessel and companions sought^ 
Fire in his eye, and rapture in his thought. 
Medea sought her train along the land. 
And soon to meet her came the' assembled band ; 
put all unconscious, as the group drew near, 
Her thoughts were rapp'd above llie starry sphere : 
With limbs spontaneous the bright car she gains, 
And takes the polish'd whip, and flowing reins; 
She lash'd the mules, with eager course &ey flew. 
And soon the stately city rose in view. 1650 

Chalciop^ her sister now address'd. 
With all the mother labouring in her breast. 
Her sons awake the mingled hope and fear, 
^uch she demands, and much expects to hear. 
In vain. Her words nor thought nor organ find,' 
G-rief and confusion fill Medea's mind. 
She hears not, speaks not, such a trance possess*d 
The troubled soul and every sense oppress*d. 
Down on an humble seat, beside her bed, 1659 
She sunk, and leaned oblique her languid head. 
Propped on her left hand, like a drooping flower, 
While from her eyes distils the briny shower. 
A ^oomy cloud o'ercasts her thoughtful brow. 
And self-upbraidings on the spirit flow. 
A calmer moment, and a deeper heed. 
In all its horrors view the promised deed. 

His two attendants youthful Jason finds 
Awaiting his return, with anxious minds; 1668 
He join'd their steps, and hastened to explain 
The' eventful tidings to the' assembled train; 
The* assembled train, as near the ship he drew, 
With glad surprise their gallant leader view. 
Idas alone, from all the train apart, 
In .secret bitterness consumed bis heart; 
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Mor pleasure from the comman gladness fek. 
For pride and eary in his spirit dwelt. 
Now night came on, and shades and silence 
brought. 
And calm repose the youthful warriors sought. 
But, when Aurora bade the dayspring flame, 
Two from the number haste the seed to claim. 
Bold Telamcm of Mars the darling went, 1681 
And, who from Hermes drew his proud descent, 
.£thalides. Nor was their journey vain ; 
For from the king the dragon's te^ they gain, 
Insidious gift. He sternly bade them take 
The frital teeth of that Aonian snake, 
Whc»n ancient Cadmus in Ogygia slew; 
When fair Europa rayish*d from his view, 
His sister, by their moumfril sire's^ command, 
O'er many a deep he sought, and many a land. 
Before his face the fabled heifer went, 1091 
Guide of his way, by prescient Phoebus sent. 
At Thebes, beneath his hand the serpent fell; 
With poison ann*d he kept the' Aretian well. 
PaUas, who stoop'd the monster's teeth to save. 
The spoil to Cadmus and iBetes gave. 
His portion Cadmus sow'd in Theban fields. 
And warriors arm'd the breathing furrow 3rields ; 
Contentious brood they bathed in kindred goie ; 
And only they surviyed whom Cadmus bore. 
As denizens his rising walls to fill ; 1701 

The parent field its earthbom children till. 
The seed iEetes to their hands consign'd. 
With readiness that spoke the rancorous mind ; 
Though to the yoke the fiery steers should bend. 
The toil, he trusts, will in their ruin end. 

* Agenor. — See the notes on this passage at the end. 

f2 
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Beneath the' horizon now the sun declined. 
His course where Ethiopian summits bind; 
Night yoked her sable steeds. Along the sand, 
Stretch'd near their cables, slept the' heroic band» 
But Jason slumber from his eye repell'd, 1711 
And fix'd on heaven his anxious looks he held; 
Resplendent 'mid the starry host from far. 
The Bear of Helic6 had tum'd her star. 
No noise was heard along the watery scene. 
Nor breeze nor cloud deform'd the blue serene. 
Twas now the time. With silent, stealthy pace. 
The son of ^son sought a lonely place. 
He bore each requisite for solemn rite, . 1719 
With care collected, ere the' approach of night. 
Part in the fold and dairy Argus sought; 
A female lamb and tepid milk he brought. 
The rest the ship supplied. The hero found. 
Far from the beaten path, a space of ground. 
With streams irrig^ous springing fresh and clear. 
He bathed his tender limbs with pious fear. 
In the pure lymph; and o'er his shoulders threw 
A robe from Lemnos brought of sable hue. 
Gift of Hypsipyl6, designed to prove 
A sad memorial of ill fated love. 1730 

A cubit then in depth a trench he made, 
^nd wood for sacrifice in order laid. 
The victim bleeds extended on the pyre. 
And all the hallow'd pile receives Ihe fire; 
As o'er the flames the mix'd libation falls. 
On Brimo Hecate the votary calls. 
* Tremendous power, assist my future toil;' 
With backward steps he slowly trod the soil. 
From deep recesses, awful power, she heard. 
And, rising, at the potent call appear'd : 1740 
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Enyeiioiii'd snakes with oaken boughs entwined. 
Terrific wreath I her awful temples bind. 
A mi^ty glare of torches flamed around, ' 
And dogs of hell were heard with piercing sound* 
The meadows trembled as she moved along; 
The Naiads wail'd the lakes and rills among. 
Loud shriek'd the nymphs that in the marsheslave, 
Where Amarantian Pbasis seeks the wave; 
Amaze and fear the soul of Jason felt, 1748 
Yet in his thoughts Medea's warning dwelt. 
With firm resolve he backward trod the plain ; 
Nor tum'd him ere he reach'd the social train. 

When mom began, fair daughter of the spring. 
Her beams on snowy Caucasus to fling, 
iEetes rose, and clad his giant frame 
In ponderous arms; a gift from Mars they came. 
When sunk Phlegrean Mimas bathed in gore. 
His bloody spoils the' immortal victor tore. 
The golden helmet graced the monarch's head, 
A fourfold cone its bright effulgence shed, 1700 
From far refulgent, like that orb of day. 
When, bathed in ocean, he renews his ray* 
A vast expansive shield his left hand holds. 
Where thickest hides are placed in numerous folds. 
His right hand grasps the' inevitable spear. 
Weighty and vast, the messenger of fear; 
The king excepted, in the' embattled field 
Alcides only could that weapon wield. 
In youthful grace fair Phaeton ^ attends. 
And holds the chariot ere his sire ascends. 1770 
The king ascending seized the flowing reins. 
And pass'd the city gates to reach the plains, 

" Phaeton, ion to .^tei . 
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Scene cf the* intended trial. 0*er the road 
His course he held extended loiig and broad. 
Forth rush*d the Colchians, an unnnmber'd throng. 
The king, like car-borne Neptane, rode along, 
When Isthmian games, divine spectator, bring 
The god to Taenams '^, or Lema's spring. 
Onchestus* hallow'd grove, Euboic seat, 
Or Calaureia, his beloved retreat. 1780 

He seeks, emergent from the bounding floods. 
The' .^jnonian rock, Gerestus clothed in woods. 

The youth, admonish'd by the royal maid. 
Dissolved the drug, and on his armour laid. 
Full soon the massy buckler's polish'd orb, 
The spear, and trenchant blade, that charm absorb ; 
Around the youth his brave companions stand. 
And try the polish'd arms with vigorous hand. 
To bend his ponderous lance, that gallant train 
Their utmost efforts prove, and prove in vain. 1790 
The son of Aphareus^ with rage beheld, 
Presumption vain his haughty bosom swelTd. 
His mighty falchion at the spear he aim'd. 
Where nigh the point the brazen circles flamed; 
On the firm anvil, as the hammer sounds. 
The falchion fell, the blunted edge rebounds ; 
With joyful shouts the warriors rent the air. 
And augur d to their toils an issue fair. 
Now Jason to his limbs that charm applied; 
And matchless energy the drug supplied, 1800 
Ineffable, tremendous in the fight ; 
Unmoved he stood, exulting in his might. 

^ For an accoont of the places here meDtionedj the reader 
is referred to the notes at the end. 

» Idas. 
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Kedoubled courage fili'd his ardent breast; 
Redoubled strength his valiant hand possessed ; 
And hope elates his heart, and brightens on his 

crest. 
As when the charger of illustrious strain 
The battle scents, and paws the sounding plain ; 
In pride of strength his haughty crest he rears; 
At every sound he pricks his watchful ears; 
O'er his arch'd neck the floating mane is cast; 
His nostrils broad propel the* impetuous blast; 
Jn youthful glory beautiful and strong, 1812 
The spn of Maon bounded mid the thronir , 
Swift M the lightaimg. in a wiotry night. 
From pitchy darkness vibrates sudden light; 
Now here, now there, it glances through the sky, 
And tells the' affirighted world a storm is nigh; 
So Jason moved his polish'd shield and lance. 
That quick and dazzling shot a fiery glance. 
Now came that awful conflict big with fate. 1Q20 
The band. in order on their benches sate; 
By sounding oars, and sinewy arms impelFd, 
Their course to reach that field of Mars they held. 
A space like those, that goal and barrier part. 
Where rival charioteers display their art. 
When prizes are proclaim*d, and lists outspread. 
To honour some illustrious chieftain dead; 
And horse and foot the ceremonies grace. 
With speed contending in the measured space. 
Divides the' imperial seat of Colchian pride. 
From that domain of Mars the homicide. 1831 

iBetes with the Colchian race they found, 
The lofty rocks of Caucasus around 
The crowd possess'd; beside the river hoar 
The i|[ioQarcb stood, upoii th^ winding shore, 
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The band with cables made their vessel fast. 
And Julon to tiiat aiduous trial passed. 
His shield and spear he grasp'd with eager hand. 
And from the deck sprang lightly to the land : 
The polish'd helmet's shining brass he took, 1840 
And in its womb the serpent's teeth he shook. 
Nor ponderous mail his active limbs oppress'd; 
Nor scaly cuirass beam'd around his breast. 
,Unann*d he stood, half like the god of war. 
Half like the lord of the diurnal car. 
And golden brand. His eyes around he threw. 
The brazen yoke was laid within his view; 
And near the'plough with adamantine share. 
The crisis bids him for the toil prepare. 1849 
The youth approach'd, advancing o'er the ground, 
And planted deep the spear with ringlets bound. 
W«i^ty and strong, erect it stood in earth ; 
Near lay the teeth of that envenom'd birth. 
Within the helmet. Cover d by his shield. 
To seek the bulls he march'd along the field. 
When sudden, from the stalls beneath the ground, 
Dark clouds of smoke diffused their volumes round. 
Seen through the blackness by the lurid glare. 
Disgorging fire, up-rush'd the fatal pair. 1759 
That object struck with fear the' heroic bands ; 
To meet the rageful monsters Jason stands. 
Striding unmoved, as rocks within the deep. 
When mountain billows break,and torrents sweep. 
His shield opposed to meet their wrath he bore. 
With level'd horns they came and furious roar. 
In vain their fury the brave youth assail'd; 
Noi^ force immense uor volley'-d fire prevail'd. 
On the red furaacA^ where the metals glow. 
Through many an orifice, as founders blow, 
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And now the bellows urge the raging fire, 1870 
And pausing now the* enfeebled flames reture, 
Loiid and impetuous roars the blast beneath. 
At intervals; the bulls with fiery breath 
Xow pause — and now, the flamy yolumes drive. 
Quick, noxious, as the cloud when lightnings rive, 
With sound tremendous. But they smote unhann*d 
The dauntless youth, with mag^c influence arm'd. 
Now by the horns, with such commanding might. 
He seized the bull: that stood upon his right; 
Superior force his dangerous captive held, 1880 
And to the yoke the struggling beast compell'd. 
His foot the brazen hoof, with nimble stroke^ 
Supplants, and brings him kneeling to the yoke. 
An equal fate his fierce companion found. 
The youthful hero brought him to the ground; 
His ample buckler on the plain he cast. 
And firmly striding grasp'd the monsters fiist 
Otttstretch'd at length, with broad and nervous 

breiist. 
The struggling bulls incumbent he oppressed ; 
Smoke wreath'd around him, darted flames were 

roU'd; 1890 

With hand intrepid he retain'd his hold. 
The savage monarch with amaze survey'd ^ 
The force and courage by the youth displayed. 
Nor then regardless were the gallant pair. 
The sons of Tyndarus and Leda fair : 
Appointed service, near the yokes they stand. 
They raise from earth,' they give to Jason*s hand. 
These o'er each monster's neck he firmly braced. 
Then fair between the brazen pole he placed ; 1889 
And threw the ring that from dil^ extreme depends 
O'er the sharp hook that from the yoke ei^tends. 
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Back from tlie noxious glare and scorching heat^ 
The' illustrious brothers to their ship retreat. 
In haste from earth the hero caught his slneld. 
And o'er his shoulders cast its orbed fields 
His polish'd helm he seized, no common weighty 
Replete with dragon*s teeth, tremendous freight! 
His ponderous javelin by the midst he held. 
The biting point the' indignant beasts impell'd ; 
like the sharp goad by rustic hands applied, 19 iO 
Deep in their flanks tiie polish'd brass he dyed. 
He guides the plough-tail with unerring hand. 
Compacted firm in adamantine band : 
The toiling monsters roar'd with fruitless ire. 
And darted frx>m their mouths redoubled fire t 
Loud and impetuous was their stormy breathy 
As blasts that menace mariners with death. 
When mountain high devouring waves prevail. 
And fearful hands contract the shivering sail^ 
Not long they moved obedient to the spear, 1920 
Ere the rude earth was open*d in the rear; 
The ploughman stout and potent steers combined. 
Ample and broad the furrow traced behind. 
O dire the crash ! the sound Was heard afar. 
From all the broken clods^ that teem'd with war. 
The youth pursuing with intrepid breast^ 
And footsteps firm, tbe path of danger press'd. 
With hand unsparing, onward as he pas8*d. 
O'er the plough'd land the dragon's teeth he cast; 
And oft he tum'd, oft anxious eyed the soil^ 1930 
Lest giant harvests should prevent his toil, 
While pressing onward, o'er the stubborn plain. 
The brazen footed bulls their toil sustain. 
When three full portions of the time were spent. 
From dawn of morning to the sun's descent; 
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And gladsome now their weary task to leave. 
The workmen hail the sweet approach of eye; 
iThe' unwearied ploughman triumphed in his toil^ 
O'er all the large allotted space of soil. 
Four acres lay uptum'd, the share beneath, 1040 
All fidly saturate with dragon's teeth. 
The fiery monsters firom the yoke he ireedy 
And drove them terrified along the mead. 
He gazed around. The furrows stiH remais 
A blank, unpeopled by the giant train. 
The ship he sought, and joined the gallant crew^ 
Then in his helm the cooHng beverage drew; 
Oladly the youth indulged in transient rest; 
"With words of hope his comrades cheer*d his 

breast. 
His heart expanded with increasing might, 1050 
like the fierce boar impatient for the fight. 
Who whets his tusks, and musters all his wrath. 
And foaming waits the hunter in his path. 

But now the land its horrid harvest brings : 
A giant arm'd from every furrow springs ; 
And helms, and shields, and lances, all around, 
like bearded com rose bristling o'er the ground. 
The sacred space of Mars, the scourge c^ man. 
To heaven's high vaults the gleaming splendours 

ran. [flow. 

When vrintry storms, surcharged with vapours. 
And heap along the ground the drifted snow, 1901 
The clouds disperse,and through the gloom of night 
The starry train emerge in dazzling light; 
Thus sudden brightness shot along the land. 
Admonish'd by the virgin's wise command, 
A circling stone, of mighty wdght and ^ize, 
A disk for dreadful Mars, the youth espies; 

VOL. II* G 
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Scarce could four men the* enormous mass sustain , 
With ease the hero raised it from the plain ; 
Then rushing forward, with a sudden bounds 1970 
Aloft in air he hurl'd it round and round. 
Distant it fell amid the' embattled field; 
The youth collected shrunk behind his shield, 
Yet with intrepid heart. The Colchians roar, 
like billows when they lash the rocky shore. 
With mute and blank amaze their king beheld. 
What force stupendous the huge disk impelled. 
In combat loud, as barking dogs engage. 
Those earth-born brothers round that discus rage, 
With hideous din, and by each other's hand, Idbo 
Pierced through with spears, they sunk along the 

land, 
like oaks uprooted by the whirlwind's sway, 

' Or mountain pines o'ertum'd in ranks, they lay. 
As shoots a star portentous to mankind. 
And falling draws a train of light behind; 
So bright at once, and terrible to yiew. 
The youthful warrior on the giants flew. 
The naked falchion lightened in his hand^ 
And wounds promiscuous fell'd the rising band. 

. Some half ascended into life he found ; 1990 
Some to the breast yet struggling in the ground ; 
Some newly freed stood upright on the soil ; 
Some forward rush'd, to claim the martial toil. 
As when a land becomes the seat of war,. 
The farmer marks the foe's approach from far; 

•And lest the spoilers should possess the graii). 
Anticipates the harvest of the plain ; 
The curving sickle newly edged he bears. 
And o'er the furrows fall the'* unripen'd ears ; 
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He bears the com with fearful haste away, 2000 
Ere yet its tinge bespeaks the solar ray; 
Dire harvest, Jason reap'd that earth-bom brood ; 
And all the' o'erflowing furrows boil'd with blood. 
Sweird by continual rains, as torrents spread 
Despise their banks and inundate the mead. 
In various postures they resign'd their breath, 
And grim and diverse were the forms of death. 
Some bit the' empurpled earth, and prostrate lay; 
Some backward fell, and breathed their souls away; 
Some lean'd half raised, and panted to the wind ; 
Some sidelong writhed, in agonies reclined, 2011 
Then sunk, extended in eternal sleep; 
like mighty whales, that slumber o'er the deep. 
Entangled some, fasi rooted in the ground. 
With head inclining drooped beneath the wound ; 
High as erewhile to heaven they rear'd the crest. 
So low they sunk with damps of death oppress'd; 
Thus youthful plants', surcharged with storm and 

rain, 
Hang their moist heads, and languish to the plain, 
Bentlrom the roots ; the gardener, in despair, 2020 
Surveys the prostrate offspring of his care. 
And weeps his toils defrauded of their scope. 
The pride of Autumn lost,Pomonas ravished hope. 
Such grief and rage the monarch's bosom knew, 
As o'er the' expiring train he cast his view. 
He sought the city with the Colchian throng. 
Resolving vengeance as he moved along. 
The second conflict with the day was closed. 
The sun declined, and all the train repb^. 
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bagiiif to aospect that his danghttfs. particalarlj Me** 
dea, most htTC had some share in the aaexpected soocess 
of Jason. — He caHs a coanoil of Us ooafidential friends, by 
mgfat. — ^M edea is alaimed, and dreads the TOigeanee of her 
fother^ — Her first thoughts on the oeoasion lead her to. end 
her life bj poison. — Throagh the inflnence of Jnno she re- 
soItos, after a conflict between lore and fear, and tiie 
sense of dntj, to By ftom Coldios with the Argooaats.-— 
She leaTCS the citj bj night, and j«Hns Jason and his earn- 
paaions at the ship. — ^Their meeting described. — ^The fleece 
of gold. — The dragon that gnarded it described. — Jason is 
aided by Medea, lolb the latter to rest, and gains posses- 
sion of the former. — Medea sails with the adTrataren for 
Greece. — .fetes porsues them. — The Argonaots, baring 
crossed the Eaxine sea, sail np the Ister. — Absjrtns, the 
brother of Medea, is murdered, throngh the contriTsnce of 
that prineess snd the treaoherj of Jason. — ^The pollation, 
indoced bj this set of emelt j, is expisted bj Circe, at 
whose island the Minjae land. — ^Thetis and her njmphs 
conduct the Tessel through the straits of Scjlla and Cha- 
rjbdis. — ^The Argonauts sail past the islands of the Syrens, 
from whose enchantments they are presenred by Orpb^iis. 
— At jCorcjra tbej encoanter the Colcbiaos, who pnrso^ji. 
them through the Symplegades.— The Colchians ivportnne 
Aloinoiis, king of the island, to deUver np Medea to them» 
that they may restore her to her father. — ^The monarch 
consents to send her back to her (kther, prorided she is 
yet unmarried; declaring at the same time, that, if she is 
alr^y united to Jasop, he wUl not part man and wife: b^ 
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the eoatriTaaee of Areta, wife to Aloinoiu, tbo unptialt of 
Medea end Jaeon are immediatelj celebrated; and Aloi- 
noib protect! the lo? ert. — The Argonaati again pat to tea, 
and are driTeo on the qoickiaodt of Africa ; where the/ 
are in danger tX perishing. — ^They are extricated from the 
preMDt diitress bj the tutelary deitiei of the ooontrj. — 
The Minjn bear the Tefiel on their iboalderf to the lake 
Tritonis. — ^The Hesperidei, whom thej 6nd bewailing the 
lose of their dragon, tlain the preoeding day by Hereolee, 
giTO them fome tidings of that bero.-^Froitless sttenpt to 
overtal^e him. — Death of Csnthoii, and of Mopsas. — Triton 
appears. — His figure particniarly described.— He gives the 
heroes information and directions respecting the remainder 
of their royage. — The Argonauts pass near Crete.— Msr* 
Tcllons adventure and destb of Ttlos. — At Hipporis, the 
adventorers sacrifice to Phoebus, who, standing on the top 
of a hill, eniij^tens their way. — A clod of earth, which has 
been given to Eophemns by TritoUi u thrown into the sea, 
and becomes an island, named Calliste. — The Minyas an- 
chor at the island of ^gioa, where they water, and loosing 
from thence, arrive withoot farther intermption on the 
coast of Thessaly. 



Yet once again I court the Muses' aid. 
The toils, the counsels of the Colchian maid 
Demand the song. O virgin child of Jove, 
Doubt and confusion from my soul remove, 
Decide the theme — ^what ills from fate she bore, 
Her flight immodest firom the native shore. 
And kindred people. Mid the gloom of night, 
With thirst of vengeance fiU'd and stem despite. 
Hie king convoked the chieftains of his land. 
Within the palace, an afflicted band. 10 

His meditations on the conflicts dwell, 
And black suspicions on hi« daughters fell. 
Then Juno struck the royal maid with fear ' ; 
She trembled, like the young and timid deer, 

' ' That she might visit Greece, and execute the vengeance 

of JOBO. 

g2 
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Which openuig hounds with loud alann o'ertake 
In deep recesses of the tangled brake. 
She deems the secret to her father known. 
And eyery shape of misery her own. 
Her conscious maidens wake foreboding fears ; 
Fire filFd her eyes» and tingling sounds her ears. 20 
Dire were the shrieks of anguish and despair; 
She smote her breast, she rent her flowing hair. 
In poison had she sought relief from pain, 
And render'd the designs of Juno vain; 
But power divine her changeful purpose bore. 
With Phryxus* offspring to forsake the shore. 
A dawning hope her rapid thoughts embraced. 
Drawn from the casket, in her breast she placed 
The magic hoard of drugs. She kiss'd her bed. 
And parting tears with eager passion shed. 30 
Her fond embraces both the doorposts clasp'd, 
And all around the' accustom*d wsdls she grasp'd; 
A token then, to the maternal fair. 
Tore from her beauteous head a tress of hair. 
Sad, sad memorial of her virgin hours. 
Offering to duty's violated powers. 

She calls her mother's n^me with heartfelt sight : 
^ And oh! farewell, my parent dear (she cries). 
Far when I fly, may health and peace be thine ; 
This lock alone remain pf what was mine. 40 
Farewell, my sister ; farewell, household train ; 
Farewell, the parent wall?, the native plain. 
Had billows circled o*er that stranger's head. 
Ere to these shores in evil hour he sped ! 
Bane of my virtue !* — ^Thus her grief she told. 
While bursting tears in ceaseless torrents roU'd. 

When cruel fate bids some fair captive roam, 
Keluctant slow she leaves her splendid home : 
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To grief unbroken, new to pain and toil. 

She goes to meet them on a distant soil: 50 

In soft indulgence nursed the darling child. 

Of pride parental, and affection mild; 

Sad change ! to prove on some ungenial land, 

The task degrading, and the stem command; 

Thus, driven by tyrant love and fortune's hate. 

The royal virgin goes to meet her fate. 

The bolts and bars obey the magic song. 
And ope spontaneous as she pass'd along. 
The* expanded barriers own'd enchanted sway. 
Through narrow paths she took her stealthy way. 60 
Her feet are naked, on her gracious brows. 
And blooming cheek, the veil her left hand throws.; 
The border of her robe the right sustains. . 
With darkling pace the city wall she gains. 
Through the vast city borne in wild affright, 
No warder from the turrets marked her flight; 
To seek the fane her eager thoughts were beat. 
By paths frequented oft with dire intent. 68 

Where slept die dead within the heaving ground. 
And noxious herbs, and potent drugs, were found. 
Here had she sought materials for her charms. 
And torn the lingering roots replete with harms. 
As now she wander'd through the confines drear. 
Her conscious bosom throbbed with guilty fear. 
The goddess of the silver crescent rose. 
And look'd complacent on her frantic woes. 
An object meet to justify her love. 
* What though (she said) to Latmian * caves J rove ; 
Not unexampled in my wild desire, 
I seek Endymion with incessant fire. 80 

' The caves of Hffoant Latmiu, vhere sbe was fabled to 
bave met Endjrmioii. 
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Then for assurance of the mutual brdast. 

The virgin's hand with plighted hand he presstd. 

Now were the train admonished by the maid. 
To ply their oars, and gain the sacred shade ; 150 
And thence by nightly stealth the fleece convey 
Ere stern .^tes should their course delay. 
The train obey, by hopes and fears impell'd : 
Their ship they enter'd, and their oars they held. 
They push'd from land incumbent on their oars. 
Their clamours echoed through the winding shores. 

Then turning towards the plain, the' afflicted fair 
Stretch'd forth her beauteous hands in mute de- 
Now had she rush'd a watery death to find, [i^air. 
But Jason sooth'd her agonizing mind ; 160 

And gentle force her frantic will restrained; 
And now the ship the' appointed station gain'd. 

What time the wakeful hunters ope their eyes, 
And call their dogs, and to the chase arise; 
Whose early -sports anticipate the mom. 
And rouse the covert with the hound and horn ; 
Ere from the dewy ground the solar ray 
Drinks the light traces, and the scent away; 
The youthful leader with his virgin guide, 
Debark'd upon the river's grassy side. 170 

There where the fabled ram, with toil oppress'd. 
First reached the strand, and bending sunk to rest, 
When o'er the sounding waves from shore to shore 
The wandering son of Athamas he bore. 
And near, with smoky base, an altar stood. 
That Phryxus rear'd retiring from the flood. 
To Jove^ the stranger's friend, whose guwrdian 
Protects the suffering exile in his flight; [might 
And there, obedient to what Hermes told. 
He offer'd up the ram with fleece of gold. 180 

' He was wonbip6d onder the name of Jopiter Pbjxiaa. 
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By Argus wara*d» the social band withdrew; 
The' adventurous path the chief and maid pursue. 
Along that path the sacred grove they sought. 
Where tower'd the beech, with fleecy treasure 

' fraught, 
They see the plant its giant arms unfold. 
And bright between appears the pendent gold. 
Like flaming clouds, with curling radiance bright. 
That blush illumined by the dawning light. ' 
The watchful dragon, Uiat the fleece defends, 
A length immense his waving neck extends. 190 
Onward the lovers move : his eyeballs flame, 
And direful hissings their advance proclaim. 
Baleful and shrill was that ill omen'd sound ; 
The' extended shores reecho'd all around. 
They heard, who, far from the Titanian strand, 
Plough the wide limits of the Colchian land; 
Where Lycus from Araxes loud divides. 
And joys, with Phasis mix*d, to roll his sacred 

tides. 
Scared by the noise, the mothers start from rest, 
And press their new-bom infants to the breast. 200 
From burning woods ascending to the pole. 
As globes of smoke in fiery volumes roll. 
Cloud urges cloud, the' incessant vapours rise. 
Enormous wreaths, and whirl along the skies ; 
The monster huge impell'd his countless spires, 
O'erlaid with scales, diat shone like distant fires. 
Onward he labour'd with tremendous sway ; 
The maid advanced, and stood athwart his way. 
With softest sweetest notes she calFd a power. 
Bland, but sufiicient in that dangerous hour ; 210 
With warbled strain she calFd the god of sleep. 
In Lethe's dew those watchful eyes to steep : 
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Yet more she suminons from beneath the grouncf , 
The queen revered in shades of night profound. 
* Rise, awful Hecat6, propitious power. 
Aid the bold purpose of this fatal hour !' 
Braye as he was, and oft in perils tried. 
With faltering steps the youth pursued his guide. 
Ko# brought the mystic charm with potent 
sway. 219 

Bntran'Cied, dissolved the dreadful monster lay. 
With spinel relaxed, extended o*er the plain^ 
In orbs' diffilse uncoiFd his scaly train. 
When breezes fill the' expansive sail no more. 
And not a wave is heard to lash the shore. 
In placid silence thus tile billows sleep. 
And languid curls are spread along the deep. 
Yet still aloft his horrid head he reared. 
And still in act to close his jaws appeared 
With dreadful menace. But the nyitiph displayed 
A mystic bough, cut from tiie sacred shade^ 280 
A branch of juniper in drugs bedew'd, 
With potency by magic spell imbued. 
Melodious charm her tuneful voice applies ; 
She Waves her opiate o*er the moAster's eyes. 
Diffused around narcotic vapour flows ; 
The dragon sinks subdued in deep repose, 
Unmoving, harmless as tiie silent dead; 
His gaping jaws Were fix'd, he hung his head ; 
And spreading like some vast meandering flood. 
His powerless volumes stretch'd along the wood. 
Exhorted by the maid, witiiout delay, 241 

The youth approached the tree to seize the prey; 
While, near the dragon fix'd, the' intrepid maid 
0*er his dire head the flattering unction laid. 
She waited thus unmoved and unappall'd. 
Till to the ship the youth her st^sps recall'd^ 
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When- now departing from the sacred grove, 
He gave the sign of safety and of love. 

As when, exulting in relSected light, 249 

The full-orb'd moon displays the torch of night ; 
Some maid delighted sees the splendour fall 
On the high ceilings or the chamber wall ; 
Around she sees the circling lustre dance, 
And spreads her veil to catch the' illusive glance ; 
So joy'd the youthful hero, to behold 
The light reflected from the fleece of gold ; 
While as he bore the glorious prize on high| 
The ruddy splendours lightened to the sky. 
O'er his fresh cheek the fiery lustre beams, 
Hie radiance on his front, of ivory streams. 260 
That fleece was ample as an heifer s hide, 
Or skin of hinds, that in Achaia bide ; 
So large it spread with the metallic freight. 
Of golden looks that curl'd, enormous weight. 
The rays were darted round do bright and strong. 
The path seem'd gilded as he strode along. 
O'er his broad shoulders now the treasure flung. 
Descending ponderous to his footsteps hung; 
Now in his hands the precious fleece he holds. 
And turns with anxious care the shining folds ; 270 
While round his eyes are glanced with jealous fear, 
Lest god or mortal should the conquest bear. 

N6w rose Aurora, blushing, from the main. 
The' youthful lovers join'd the social train. 
In mute amaze Ihat gallant band survey 
The fleece refulgent with a fiery ray ; 
As bright, as flaming as the bolt of Jove, 
And all to touch the sacred burden strove. 
The youth forbade, and from' their sight Withdrew. 
A new-wrought mantle o'er the fleece he threw. 

VOL. II. H 
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Then near the helm he placed the royal maid^ 2ffl 
And, tumipg to his brave companions, said — 

' 'No more despondence shall afflict this band ; 
Despair no longer of your native land; 
The vast emprise, that most allured and grieved, 
Hope of our toil and perils, is achieved. 
Behold this lovely maid with grateful hearts. 
Ascribe your safety to her prosperous arts. 
Her to my home a virgin bride I bear. 
Alike from gratitude and beauty dear. 290 

If charms, if benefits may claim your aid. 
My friends will gupurd our tutelary maid. 
Whose hand beneficent bestows the fleece. 
And home conducts you "to your loves in Greece. 
But think not yet our labours at an end ; 
What art obtained your valour must defend ; 
iEetes soon with savage throngs will sweep. 
To bar our exit to the friendly deep. 
Some urge the vessel from these dangerous shores. 
Set man to man alternate at your oars: SQO 

Half grasp the shield compact of many a hide ; 
And be the foes in open fight defied. 
Each in that hour will fe^l upon his hand 
Loves, children, parents, friends, )iis native land. 
All that, possess'd, delights the human hea^rt; 
All, all that lost affliction can impart. 
This moment calls us to renown or shame.' 
He ceased. His arms around the hero flame. 

Loud shouts of ardour burst from all the crew, 
Their leader from the st^eath his falchion drew ; 
Nor weak nor erring hand the halser smote, 311 
And free from land he sees the vessel float. 
Then near Ancaeus, while the helm he sway'd. 
In arms he stood beside the {lighted maid. 
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Urged by the* exertions of that vigorous throng. 
To pass the flood the vessel shot along. 

Now from the meanest Colchian to the throne, 
Medea's love and deeds by all were known. 
In armour clad the crowds to council haste. 
Numerous as billows with the wintry blast; 320 
Numerous as leaves in forests strew the ground, 
When chiding autumn bids her gale resound ; 
Thus countless they, in many a crowded rank. 
With noise and fury fllFd the river's bank. 
yViih steeds illustrious, and his polish'd car. 
Amid the crowd Metes shone from far; 
The steeds, donation of his sire the sun, 
Were swift as winds, or flying sounds, to run. 
While in the left his circling shield he took, 
A branch of flaming pine his right hand shook : 
Beside him lay his spear's enormous length, 331 
Of weight prodigious, and resistless strength. 
With dexterous hand Absyrtus held the reins^ 
Meantime the welcome deep the vessel gains. 
Driven, by the force combined of youthful arms 
And prosperous currents, from that land of harms. 

JEetes view'd, with anguish and dismay — 
To Jove appealing and the solar ray. 
With hands upraised : ' Ye gods, to whom belongs, 
All-seeing powers, the punishment of wrongs. 
Receive my vows, my direful curses hear ! 341 
And you, my subjects, if my wrath ye fear, 
O'ertake these traitors, if the land they keep; 
Overtake their vessel, if she ploughs tiie deep ; 
Regain that wanton from the miscreant band ; 
Bring her to feel a wrathful father's hand. 
Let vengeance swiftly seize the caitiff crew ; 
In combat quell dlieiii, or in flight pursue/ 
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He ceased. That very day, with active care. 
Their ships and stores the Colchian band prepare ; 
That very day their vessels ploughed the wave. 
And sails unnumbered to the breezes gave. 352 
Not ships but feather d flocks the vessels seem. 
That urge their flight with many a shrilly scream. 

Meantime the Grecian vessel wing'd her path, 
Charged with the messenger^ of heavenly wrath ; 
The breezes, that with Juno*s will conspire. 
To Pelias waft the creature of her ire.. 
When the third morning came, the Grecian band 
Their vessel ijdoor'd on Paphlagonia's strand ; 
Where soundiqg Halys rushes to the deep 361 
They land, the rites of Hecate to keep ; 
So bids the ipaid. No conscious heart shall know 
Those mystic rites, no rhymes irreverent show;. 
Be far from such attempt my pious song; 
To night and awful silence Uiey belong. 
Yet still the structure crowns the sounding shore, 
Raised by those heroes in the times of yore. 

Now Jason calls to mind the prescient strain. 
Alike remember'd by the social train : 370 

How Phineus sung, that, having won the fleece, 
A different course should lead them home to 

Greece ; 
But what the destined course in doubt remain'd^ 
Till Argus thus the latent truth explain'd — 

' To reach Orchomenus, we trace the way 
Described by Phineus in prophetic lay, 
That mariners a varying track may hold 
The sacred ministers of Heaven unfold ; 
They who the worship of the gods attend. 
Where Thebes ^ beholds Tritonian towers ascend. 

* Med«a. See notes at the end, and the text ante. 
' In Egypt. 
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Oldest of mortals they who peopled eardi, 381 
Ere yet in hearen the radiant signs had birth. 
The Danaiy sacred race, were then unknown ; 
The' Arcadians held the plains of Greece alone^ 
On acorns wont, in silvan wilds , to feed^ 
Ere men the lunar wanderings leam'd to read ; 
Ere yet the heroes of Deucalion's blood 
Pelasgia peopled with a glorious brood. 
The fertile plains of Egypt flourish'd then, 
Productive cradle of the first of men. 800 

There Triton, beauteous stream, irriguous flows. 
And o'er the' expanse fertility bestows. 
No rains from heaven bedew the farmer*s toil, 
But inundations bathe the pregnant soil; 
From thence, 'tis said, o'er many a distant land 
A valiant chieftain led his hardy band. 
Heroic guide of heroes to the fight. 
With Europe, Asia bow'd beneath his might. 
Yet not to ravage o'er the land he spread. 
For walls he raised, and colonies he led ; 400 
A thousand states his conquering arms assaiFd, 
A favoured few o*er war and time prevail'd ; 
Of most nor trace nor memory appears. 
For ever swallow'd in the' abyss of years ; 
But, firm through ages, .^*s walls remain. 
Firm the descendants of that martial train 
Whom to that station first the warrior drew. 
When o'er the land his conquering myriads flew, 
Still they preserve, with reverential awe. 
Sacred memorials of their ancient law ; 410 

And tablets^ sculptured in the times of old. 
The paths and bounds of earth and seas unfold; 
What course the deeps to mariners expand. 
And what the plains to those who traverse land. 

h2 
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Of spreading ocean the remotest horn. 
Ample and. deep a mighty stream -is borne. 
From springs remote his sounding waters glide. 
And loaded ships may on his bosom ride. 
Majestic Ister. From Kiphean hiUs, 
Fill'd with the tribute of a thousand rills, 420 
Swoln with the melting of perpetual snow. 
Beyond the seats where Boreas^'gins to blow. 
O'er many a region > from his mountain source. 
He rolls at first with undivided force. [gains. 
When Scythian realms and Thracia's bound he 
In sever d streams he rushes o*er the plains. ' 
One arm to meet the' Ionian wave he guides. 
And one he sends, to swell Trinacria's tides 
Through the deep bay that joins my native coast^ ; 
If I may knowledge of tradition boast.' 490 

He ceased.' The queen of heaven a sign dis- 
Auspicious omen of celestial aid. [play'd, 

The heroes shout, exulting at the view. 
And urge their chief his voyage to pursue; 
To mark the course, where leading meteors fly. 
And, lambent lightnings flash along the sky. 
Here Lycus* offspring^ separates from the band. 
And seeks his fadier*s court, and native land. 
They plough the waves,the wind their canvass fills. 
They hold in view the Paphlagonian hills, 440 
Not round Carambis do they wind their way^ 
But breathing gales and heavenly fires obey ; 
For still the breeze prevaird,and splendour glow'd. 
Until they came where swelling Ister flow'd. 

^ This is a very difficalt passage ia the original : the geo- 
graphy of the poet is rather nDinteliigible. 
^ Paflcyliis.' 
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Theif frustrate hours meantime the Colchiafis 

'waste. 
Through the Cyanean rocks a sauadron pass'd. 
Led by their youthful prince, a different train 
Explored the seats where Ister seeks the main. 
To cut off all retreat his course he sped 
Across a branch where parted Ister spread; 458 
Thence onward, round the narrow point of land, 
His ships anticipate the Grecian band ; 
And while they' sail the jutting headland round. 
By route compendious gain the' Ionian bound. 
Indented bay. By Ister's arms embraced. 
In form triangular an isle is placed ; 
Peuc6 its name ; that, dark with stc^tely pines, 
The spreading outlet of the stream confines. 
The vertex meets the current and divides, 
The* extended base resists the roaring tides; 4d0 
The flood becomes another and the same ; 
Each parted branch assumes a different name. 
Above, the turbid Arax seeks the waves ; 
That isle below the smoother Calon laves# 
Through this the prince his Colchian followers 

drew; 
The branch superior while the Greeks pursue. 
There wide the verdant pastures were display*d ; 
And flocks, deserted by their keepers, stmy^d. 
The rude and timorous natives of the plain 
Seem'd to behold, emergent from the main, 470 
Devouring monsters, vast in bulk, arise; 
For ships were strangers to their simple eyes ; 
And never yet the neighbouring tribes of Thrace 
Had mix'd in commerce with the Scythian race, 
The wild Sigynian, the Grauceniaft bands. 
The Sindians, who possess the Laurian lands, 

* I. e. The ArgonanU. 
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Wide-stretcb'd and waste. At such stupendous 

sight, 
The savage tiibc^s their safety placed in flight. 

Near tall Angurus now the Minyae steer*d, 
And distant now the Cauliac rocks appear'd; 480 
Where bellowing Ister breaks his ample bom. 
To meet the waves in parted channels borne. 
Now had they coasted the Talaurian land. 
By shorter progress, while the Colchian band 
Had reached already to the Chronian deep, 
And all the outlets of the river keep ; 
Where, as they deem*d, the Greeks their course 

must shape, 
That none the vengeance of their king might scape. 
Not so the wary Minyae. Far behind 
A safer passage up the stream they find; 490 
Two isles they reach, to virgin Dian dear. 
To Dian whom the* lUyrian tribes revere. 
One sacred structure boasts her awAil fane. 
One from their ship receives the* adventurous train, 
Safe from the myriads, that, athirst for war. 
With yoyng Absyrtus guard the coast afar. 
Those isles they shunned ; for reverence of the place 
Restrain'd the fury of that savage race. 
But, these except, beset with arms they found 
Each isle and shore that closed the channel round. 
In every station adverse myriads stood, 501 
To Nestis' plain and to Salanco*s flood. 

Now crowds prevailing o'er undaunted might. 
Had crush'd the MinyaB in unequal fight : 
But treaty interrupts the rude alarms, 
And sober compact stays the clang of arms. 
The Minyae by concession bear the. fleece, 
Hope of their voyage, to the shores of Greece ; 
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The piize their chief by bold exertion gained. 
In dieadlid trials by the king ordain'd« 510 

Though force or stratagem possession gave. 
Let them retain, and waft it o*er the wave. 
But for the maid, chief subject of debate. 
In Dianas fane let her the future wait, 
mi sceptred wisdom shall her &te decide ; 
Or, hoipe returning, with her sire to bide. 
Or with the s<his of Phryxus, to explore 
Unknown Orchomenus and Phthia's shore ; 
Or yet, more welcome to the' enamour'd fair. 
To Hdlas with the Grecian chiefs repair. 520 

In such altematiTes for peace they sought; 
But various passions on the virgin wrought. 
8he maik*d their views with agonizing mind ; 
For who the wakeful eyes of love may blind? 
Apart their leader froipi the chiefs she drew, 
Ahke remote from hearing and from view, 
nien streaming tears and mournful sounds ex- 
pressed 
The pamful thoughts that laboured in her breast. 

* Oh say, what blow thy secret counsel aims 
Against the wretch who thy protection claims. 
I know thy purpose; cruel and unjust, 531 

To love injurious, faithless to thy trust. 
Think of the splendours I have left for thee; 
Think of the dangers whence I set thee free. 
Oh, think what vows, what promises were made. 
In hours of peril, when I lent my aid; 
Oh, fisUal promises! of shame bereft. 
Through them, ingrate, my natal soil I left. 
Through them, with frantic hand I cast away 
Imperial pomp, beneath my parentis sway ; 540 
The dearest pledges have I left to weep 
With plaintive halcyon, while I roam die deep. 
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And wiij? Aks! tius dieadlal fwioe I ghre^ 
TlnttlioQaaysttiraBph; aay, that thou maystlive. 
Li htal Umhus hence hast thoo pfeTailM, 
And buDs inliiiiate fiie is rain exhaled ; 
And hence, iragratefid! did that earthbom band. 
Like feeUe infiuitSy mk beneath thine hand. 
IBLape of thy voyage o*er the distant wave, 
The preciotts fleece, my happy rashness gave; 
H^ppy to thee, but fatal to my Heune; 551 

To female honesty an endless shame. 
What bond with diee a modest maid should send? 
Am I thy bride, thy sister, or thy friend? 
A time there was, the flatterer woold bestow 
Each tender name that may from passion flow. 
Afflicting change! I feel thy love decline 
With cold neglect; the wanton's name is mine. 
On difierent terms I left my regal home. 
On different terms with thee I deigned to roam; 
ITet, be it so ; the' eternal lot is cast; 561 

The dire irrevocable doom is pass'd. 
Alone and friendless in thy train I go. 
Heiress of shame, a monument of woe. 
Encumbrance now, no partner of thy flight; 
Yet drive me not dishonour'd from tiiy sight. 
Leave me not now to sate my father's rage ; 
My blood alone his fury can assuage. 
If any pity in thy breast remains; • 
If justice in thy soul her sway retains ; 570 

If yet remembrance can attention draw 
To the soft compact, and the mutual law. 
Passed in the moment when I thought we loved, 
Vow'd by the tongue, and by the heart approved. 
Is this too great a boon — my worthless breath? 
Then draw thy sword, and end n»y woes in death. 
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Strike here, transfix thb heart, 'tis meet I prove 
From thee the punishment of foolish love. 
Say, should that king, to whom on deep debate. 
Inhuman, thou wilt trust a wretch's fate, 680 
Sad office, to pronounce my fatal doom. 
To hurl a mourner to the' untimely tomb, 
A miserable thrall in that sad hour, 
Should he consign me to my brother's power; 
Say with what glory should I then appear 1 
Or how sustain my father's brow severe 7 
My frantic love what punishments await? 
In what dire form must I encounter &te ? 
iTet hope not thou thy feelings to control. 
To lull to rest the self-accusing soul. 580 

For thee no breezes shall propitious blow; 
Nor glad return thy guilty suls shall know. 
Hope not a blessing from the powers above, 
Not e'en from her the* imperial wife of Jove, 
Nor aid nor joy from Juno be supplied. 
Friend of thy labours, motive of thy pride. 
Avenging furies shall my grief attend. 
And late remorse thy perjured bosom rend : 
And may that precious prize, the fleece of gold, 
Fade like a vision from thy vacant hold; 600 
Driven from thy native soil to shame and woe, 
Medea^s anguish thou shalt learn to know. 
Thou who shalt cause this doting heart to bleed. 
Learn thou what demons haunt the faithless deed ; 
In what deep character the gods record 
Each violated oath and impious word.' 

She ceased,at once with grief and rage oppressed. 
And horrors roU'd tumultuous in her breast; 
And now she thought with mad vindictive aims 
To hurl the brand, and wrap the ship in flames. 610 
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The son of iEson trembles at her rage, 

And soothing words her stormy grief assuage^ 

' My fairest, my espoused, Uiy terrors cease ; 
To thajt afflicted bosom whisper peace. 
Think not so meanly of thy lover's heart, 
Where no deceit or treachery has part; 
Deem not so lightly of these heavenly charms ; 
Think, could I thus resign thee from my armsl 
Those terms, so justly hateful in thy sight. 
Were proffered to suspend the dangerous'fight. 620 
For fierce and numerous is the hostile band 
Assembled round thy beauties to demand; 
With vengeful fury young Absyrtus leads 
The crowding natives from the shores and meads. 
They think to bear thee a defenceless prey, 
And yield thee captive to thy father's sway. 
What hopes from combat with that hostile train? 
Their numbers render skill and valour vain. 
What doom is thine, in battle should we fall. 
Exposed to vengeance, a deserted thrall ? 630 
Hence, 'tis the power of artifice we try. 
Counsel may give what prowess would deny. 
This treaty shall confound the mighty host. 
And all their schemes of vengeance shall be lost. 
The natives, that around by myriads arm, ~ 
No more shall strike our bosoms with alarm ; 
But home dispersing, cease their aid to lend. 
While e*en Absyrtus shall appear our friend. 
Abandon'd thus the Colchians shall remain ; 
Nor fear I then to meet the' embattled train, 640 
Should they presume to thwart my homeward way, 
Or think by force to bear thee for their prey.' 

Soothing he spake, and her suspicions heal'd ; 
Her fatal thoughts Medea thus reveal'd — 
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' Beddnk thee, JaBon, what the time demands, 
Guilt is no stnmger to these dangerous hands. 
SiK^fa dire connexion links unhallowed aims. 
Clime builds on crime, and shame engenders 
shames. fmindy 

Since Hearen in errors plunged my wandering 
Fl^m guilt to guilt my desperate path I find. 660 
Meet not the Colchian bands in open field ; 
My aits their leader to thy power shall yield. 
But thou with splendid g^ the way prepare. 
That draws the* incautious victim to my snare.. 
If won by me, in conference apart, /> 

Hie heralds lend assistance to my art; i 

What then remains? Absyrtus is our thrall 
He comes defenceless, by thine hand to fall ; 
'Reft of their leader, should the Colchian band 
Provoke the fight, no longer stay thine hand.' 000 
Thus they their thoughts in direful aims employ. 
Of mortal mischief to the princely boy ; 
Dissembled fondness, and perfidious smiles. 
And hospitable pledges, mask*d their wiles. 
Among the gifts was first and fairest seen 
A veil, that graced that beauteous Lemnian qneen% 
A radiant pur[4e web with hands of love. 
Which heavenly Charities for Bacchus wove. 
Where sounding ocean beats on Dia's shore, 
Thoas, his son, received the gift of yore. 070 
Among the treasures that her father own'd, 
Hypsipyle the beauteous texture found; 
Tlmt gift at parting, ere he plough'd the wave. 
With toys and gems, her love to Jason gave. 
A work more form*d the senses to delight, 
Xe*er soothed the 4ouch, or glitter'd on the sight. 

' Hjptfpjie. 
VOL. II. I 
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From aU the web ambrosial odours flowed ; 
That perfume the Nysa&an god''' bestow'd 
In hours of bliss, whep, widi his ivory arms. 
He held entranced his Ariadne's charms. 880 
From Gnossus her the perjured Theseus bore. 
And weeping left on Dia's lonely shore. 

In converse with the heralds had the maid 
In order due her fraudful counsels laid; [gaiii 
Well were they schooFd with soothing speech to 
The youth, and lead him to Diana's fane. 
She mark'd the time. When night )ier yeil extends^ 
And stealth inspires, and fallacy befriends. 
Fictitious aims her artful words unfold, 
From Jason to withdraw the fleece of gold, 090 
And with the treasure to her father haste, 
Peaceful oblation for misconduct pass'd. 
No willing exile, so she feign'd^ from home. 
But forced by Phryxus' guilty sons to roam. 
The' instructions ended, the delusive fair 
Hurl'd spells and philtres through the spungy air. 
Of power to stay the wildest mountain flock. 
And draw the savage from his cavern'd rock. 

Pernicious love, thou scourge of humankind. 
Thou bane envenomed of the reasoning, mind, 700 
What fell contentions, what distress and woe. 
What pangs unnumber'd from thine influence flow ! 
Sovereign of torments, for our foes alone 
Reserve the furies by that virgin known. 
O Muse, relate what snares Medea spread 
To jpin her brother with the silent dead. 

The maiden, as by compact was ordain'd, 
Within the frme of Artemis remain'd. 
The Colchian vessels piurt^ The Greeks display 
Their sails, and homeward seem to shape their way. 

^ Bacohas. 
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Deceitful seeming! Jason and his band, 711 
With mortal purpose, took their ambusb'd stand ; 
In arms relentless, working to destroy, 
With all his train that unsuspecting boy. 
The fatal promises the boy misled. 
In eyil hour the' incautious sail he spread. 
His vessel skimmed the waves with rapid flight, 
And reach'd the sacred isle in shades of night. 
Medea waits alone, with mischief fraught. 
Balm on her tongue,but murder in her thought. 720 
Poor simple youth! he thinks, with childish art. 
To wield her dark impracticable heart! 
Vain thought! as soon, with feeble hand, the swain 
The raging wintry torrent might restrain. 
It scorns its banks, it deluges the ground ; 
It roars, it foams, and spreads destruction round. 
Her airy fabric fancy joy^d to build. 
And idle hope his witless bosom fill'd. 
He dreams of aid his sister may afford. 
And sees the Minyae fall beneath his sword. 730 
The wily sister these delusions fed; 
In fraudfal speech the stealthy moments fled ; 
While bland compliance smoothed her oily tongue, 
And present kindness pander'd future wrong. 
Now Jason from his ambuscade advanced; 
Rear'd o'er his head the shining falchion glanced. 
Terrific form ! abhorrent tum'd the maid. 
And o'er her eyes her ample veil display'd. 
With heart presageful of the' impending deed. 
Nor fully steeFd to see a brother bleed. 740 
As, in the precincts of some awful fane. 
The victim ox by sudden stroke is slain. 
The' insidious Grecian aim'd a rapid blow, 
AjUjAf gazing round him, fell'd the' unguarded foe. 
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E'en at the threshold of the sacred door 

He falls expiring on the marble floor. 

E'en at the fane the natives of his land 

Had raised for Artemis, with pious hand. 

Sunk on his knees. As forth the life-blood gush'd. 

O'er both his hands the purple torrent rush'd, 750 

As in the mortal agonies he press'd 

The ghastly wound that gaped upon his breast* 

E'en as his sister tum'd her head away. 

Her head attire was dash*d with purple spray. 

The darted rills that smoked along the ground. 

Bedewed her snowy veil that floated round. 

Power all-subduing, ever unsubdued. 

With piercing glance oblique the fury yiew'd. 

Of terrors queen, of ills and crimes the cause, 

j^'en she with horror mingled her applause. 760 

The slayer took the first-fruits of the slain. 
For mystic rites, that conscious fears ordain. 
Atonements, that, in ancient days decreed. 
Absolved the man of blood's atrocious deed. 
Then from the wound the reeking skin he tore. 
And suck'd with quivering lips the streaming gore. 
Thrice from the panting breast he draws.the blood ; 
Thrice from his teeth ejects the horrid flood. 
Then ,bathed in streams yet welling from the wound. 
He gave the lifeless body to the ground. 770 
There, still entomb'd, his bones for ever sleep; 
And still the stripling's name the natives keep. 

Soon as the Greeks the glaring torch surveyed, 
Appointed signal of the treacherous maid. 
The reins to joy and martial thoughts they give. 
And full against the Colchian vessel drive. 
Then fall ipupetuous on the' astonish'd crew. 
As pouncing hawks the timid doves subdue { 
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Or rayening lions, that in midnight hour, 

Te thin the fold with savage fury pour. 700 

Fierce and destructiTe, the relentless train 

Nor art eludes, nor courage can sustain. 

Now here, now there they dart, with lightning's 

force. 
And all existence withers in their course. 
Now Jason flies to share the warlike deed. 
And yield that aid his comrades scarcely need. 
One care alone the social band possessed ; 
Doubts of his safety fiird each l^oughtful breast. 

And now the* assembled chiefs in council sate. 
The future voyage wakes the deep debate, 790 
The princess on their consultations broke. 
As Peleus thus among the leaders spoke — 
' My counsel is, ere morn resumes the sky. 
To man the vessel, and our oars to ply ; 
Mark where the foes attend in dread array, 
And opposite direct your cautious way. 
Mlien morn shall come the past events to show. 
Doubt and confusion ¥dll possess the foe ; 
%eft of their leader mid the shades of night. 
Nor scheme nor head combines them in the fight ; 
Dissension through their myriads shall prevail, 801 
And unmolested leave our flying sail.' 

His counsel pleased. The warriors spring from 
land. 
The benches line, and row with vigorous hand. 
Their toil with nerves unfailing they sustained. 
And now Electris' hallowed seat they gained. 
Last in their progress of that island train. 
Where Po descends to meet the briny main. 

Emotions mingled of dismay and grief. 
Possessed the Colchians for their ravish'd chief. 810 

12 
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Yet o*er the Chronian deep, with vengeful thoiigfaty 
The Grecian vessel and her crew they sought. 
In vain. The Argonauts were Juno's care ; 
To thwart their foes, terrific lightnings glare. 
Final discomfiture, dispersed they roam. 
Impressed with horror, from their native home. 
.^tes' cruelty such terror bred. 
That wandering far to distant climes they fled. 
Absyrtus' name some bid thpse isles retain. 
That yielded refuge to the Grecian train ; 820 
Some raise the distant towers, with exiled hand. 
Where Panyasis bathes the' Illyrian land; 
And where a monument of ancient fame 
With Cadmus "joins his loved Harmonia's name. 
As denizens augment the' Enchelian race. 
And lose the memory of their native place. 
Scared by the thunders of almighty Jove^ 
Some to the high Ceraunian summits rove ; 
And still the name records the dread event, 829 
Derived from glancing fires through ether sent. 

When now the voyage seem'd firom perils freed. 
The heroes through the watery vast proceed. 
Hyllean seats the' adventurous band explore. 
And bind their cables from the rocky shore. 
Along the coast, where clustering islets rise> 
Dangerous and difficult the channel lies. 
No more the Minyie firom the natives find 
Repulsive welcome, and unfriendly mind; 
Bland they receive them, in their counsels share. 
And means to prosecute their course prepare. 840 
A fair donation their affections won, 
A hallow'd tripod of Latona's son. 

" For the storj of Gadmas and Harmonia, see notes at the 
end. 
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Erewhile, io Jason had the j^od of light 
Two polish*d tripods given, of fabric bright; 
When Pythos' shrine oracular he sought. 
And the long voyage fill'd his anxious thought. 
A mighty privilege the gifts endow*d. 
By fate, in that auspicious hour, bestow'd, 
To guard the land, where treasured they remain, 
From wasting inroad of the hostile train. 850 
Deep in the bosom of the peaceful ground, 
Where fair Hylleis lifts her towers renown'd, 
The treasure lies con^^eal'd within the soil, 
A depth inscrutable to human toil. 

No longer flourishing in youthful bloom 
The king they found ; he slept within the tomb, 
Young Hyllus. Him, on the Phaeacian shore. 
Fair ]M[elita to strong Alcides bore. 
For there a refuge in his youth he found. 
When good Nausithoiis die sceptre own'd : 8d0 
Pressed with a weight of guiltless blood he ranged. 
And soon for Macris this asylum changed. 
Some expiation there he hoped to find, 
For conscious guilt lay heavy on his mind, 
Since by their father's hand his infants bled, 
In frantic mood, of melancholy fed. 
Thee, nursing mother of the roseate god. 
Thy viny plains the' illustrious wanderer trod. 
There, beauteous daughter of the ^gean main. 
Fair Melita renew'd his amorous pain ; 870 

She crown'd his love, and to the hero bore 
The gallant Hyllus on that lonely shore. 
High-minded youth, when manhood he attain'd. 
The state subordinate his soul disdained. 
He scom'd the region where Nausithoiis sway'd^ 
And all his nod implicitly obey'd. 
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The native train he led, and wander'd wide, • 
O'er Chronian waved with freedom tor his gmde. 
Phieacia's king his aid and counsel gave; 
And here he ceased his wanderings o'er the wave. 
Not long he rested in the seats he chose; 881 
With fierce MentorianS deadly war arose, 
To guard the numerous herds and rustic band. 
And Hyllus sunk beneath the spoiler's hand. 

But sing, ye Muses, how the' adventurous train 
Pass'd from that sea to reach the' Ausonian plain. 
Say, how to those Ligustic isles they came. 
The Stoechades, so call their modem name. 
Still do these regions true memorials hold 
Of wanderings wide, and navigation bold. 890 
What ruling winds the destination gave. 
On shores unknown to bid their ensigns wave? 
Say, goddess, why that devious courise they held ; 
What good allured, or what distress compell'd? 

Father of justice, sire of gods and men, 
Wlio marks our actions with all-seeing ken, 
Jove, from on high, beheld Absyrtus bleed. 
And doom'd to punishment that impious deed. 
Peace or remission none for them remained; 
Eternal wisdom this decree ordain'd, 900 

That guiltless blood should agitate the band. 
And vengeful furies hunt from land to land. 
Till rites, which Circ6 might perform alone. 
Should chase those horrors, and for guilt atone. 

The doom mysterious not a chief could read. 
For darkness veiFd what righteous Heaven de- 
creed. 
And now they pass from that Hyllaean plain. 
Where countless isles lay clustering in tiie main. 
And those Libumian seats in order trace, 
Of old the mansions of a Colchian race, 910 
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Kesoimding Issa, with her rocky steep, 
Vsii Pityaea, smiling on the deep. 
Still forward borne, they to Corcyra came, [dame. 
Where amorous Neptune placed the beauteous 
Sprung from Asopus, nymph with golden hair ; 
^rpm .Phlius far he led Corcyra fair. 
With forests clad t)ie gloomy hills arise. 
At distance blackening on the sailor s eyes. 
And hence that isle is black Corcyra named. 
An epithet to mark the' appearance framed. 920 
The winds propitious *to their course prevail, 
And Melita they pass with ^welling sail. 
The tall Cerossus, and with head more high 
Nymphaea proudly towering to the sky. 
Daughter of Atlas, here amid the deeps 
Her magic court the fair Calypso keeps. 
Distant, half veil'd in clouds and vapours blue, 
Ceraiinia's doubtful hills they seem to view. 
Then Ji^no read her consort's secret mind. 
And schemes of vengeance 'gainst the Greek? 
design'd. 930 

Hence, that the train lustrations might perform,; 
To thwart their course she sent the friendly storm; 
They hurried retrograde with rapid flight ; 
Electris, rocky island, rose in sight. 
Here, as the vessel plough'd the salt profound. 
Sudden they heard a deep and aw&l sound. 
With human speech endow'd, the groaning oak 
In hollow tones amid the timbers spoke. 
Where placed by Pallas from Dodona's wood, 
With vocal powers, oracular it stood. 94Q 

Amaze and horror fill'd the Greeks to hear 
So strange a voice announcing words of fear. 
' W^at dreadful tempests on your course aw^tl 
What endless wanderings by the doom of fate I 
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How long through pains and perils must ye rove! 
Such the decree, and such the wrath of Jove! 
Unless fair Circ6 shall remove the stain 
Of hlood, contracted from Ahsyrtus slain. 
Yet more, the twins of Leda must repair 
To win the favour of the gods hy prayer; 950 
With gales propitious, that the ship may keep 
Her steady course along the' Ausonian deep. 
Till Circe's island cheer the longing sight. 
Daughter of Perseus and the god of light.' 
Thus Argo spake, as day began to close. 
The sons of Tyndarus obedient rose. 
The wishes of the Greeks their voice expressed. 
Their lifted hands the heavenly powers address'd. 
With downcast eyes the Minyae stood around *, 
Their humbled spirits sunk in awe profound. 960 
Their flying bark with swelling sails convey'dj^ 
Within Eridanus was deep embay'd. 
Where, blasted by the lightning's darted ray^ 
And rushing headlong from the car of day^ - 
Young Phaeton, unfortunate as fair. 
Expiring fell, and quenchd his flaming hair 
Deep in the channel of the spreading stream; 
The waters still emit a fiery steam, 96B 

As boiling from their lowest depth they swell. 
Where pierced with fiery wounds the stripling fell. 
There birds in vain their sounding pinions urge, 
O'erpower'd they siuk in that sulphureous durge. 
The daughters of the sun, a mournful band. 
Along the bank, enclosed in poplars stand. 
Still from their leaves resounds the voice of Woe, 
And still for Phaeton their slorrows flow; 
Still, sensible of grief, their loss recall. 
While drops of amber from their eyelids fall. 
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That bright and liquid, scatter'd o*er the land. 
Consistence from the chyiiuc sun demand. 080 
When loud and shrill the wintry storms arise. 
And bid the swelling stream his bank despise; 
Gloomy and deep the Po inundates round. 
His waters sweep the treasure from the ground. 
In giddy whirlpools. But the Celtic race 
To nobler origin that substance trace; 
E'en to the tears by weeping Phoebus shed. 
In fond remembrance of his offspring dead. 
For much he wept, with grief and anger fraught. 
What time the Hyperboreaii race he sought; 000 
Stung by reproaches from the sire of gods. 
For earth he left the starry-payed abodes. 
Sorrowing for him, in Lacerea fair. 
Whom to die god diviqe Coronis" bare. 
Where to the main bright Amyrus descends. 
The power that health to wretched mortals sends. 
Such the tradition of the Celtic throng, 
Preserved in fable, and rehearsed in song. OOB 

No gleam of pleasure cheer d the conscious crew, ' 
No seiise of thirst, no care of food, they knew. 
All day they moum'd and languish'd; where 

prevail'd 
Mephitic vapours, from the stream exhaled. 
That o'er the Po incessant baneful rise. 
Since Phaeton fell flaming from the skies. 
While gloom prevail'd, in accents sad and clear. 
The mourning daughters of the sun they hear. 
They wept their brother lo^t. The tears at morn, 
like drops of oU, were on the current borne. 

Then liie deep courses of the Rhone they gain. 
Who, mix'd withPo,fratemal seeks the main. 1010 

" JSiSoalapias. 
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Where steepy banks the narrow channel boiin<!, 
Witii bellowing voice the confluent waters soand^ 
From central depths, within the hollow ground y 
The gates and resting place of night profound. 
The Rhone, impetuous bursting, fiercely roars, 
And hurls his raging stream on ocean's shores. 
While here he hurries to the' Ionian main. 
And there descends, Sardinian waves to gain. 
Diffusive thjere seven ample mouths convey 1019 
His parted waters through the spacious bay. 
Onward they pass, where spreading lakes '' ex- 
Their squally shoals along the Celtic land, [pand 
Here dangers unforeseen the* adventurous wait, 
A sunken rock lies fraught with sudden fate \ 
The Greeks unconscious near perdition drew. 
And never had returned that gallant crew; 
Here Argo, though by hands divine composed. 
Her course disastrous had for ever closed. 
But Juno provident, from fields of air. 
Surveyed Iheir peril with parental care. 1030 
Descending on the' Hercynian mount she stood ; 
And loud recalFd them from the fatal flood. 
Aghast they stood, with fear and wonder filFd ; 
Through air around the warning accents thrilFd. 
Obedient then a backward course they trace. 
Through the known channels of that dangerous 

place. 
Before the voice precursive lightnings broke. 
The sacred presence pealing thunders spoke. 
Yet still those straits the labouring bark detained; 
And ocean's seabeat shore full late they gain'd. 
While, by imperial Juno's counsel sway'd, 1041 
Mid various nations of the Celts they stray'd. 

'' Aliter, marshes wide. ^* See note on this pasMfjpe. 



Thus many a tribe of the ligurian shore 
Unheeding and unheeded they explore. 
Still, as they pass, the guardian goddess shrouds 
Their daring progress in a night of clouds. 
The bark secure the midway channel keeps. 
Incumbent on the noon while darkness sleeps ; 
And gains the Stoechades, while from aboye 
Divine protection guards the twins of Jove. 1050 
And altars still preserve their ancient praise, 
Where sacred rites are paid in these our days. 
And, first in that eventful voyage, shown 
Their saving aid to mariners is known. 
To Heaven exalted, by the will divine. 
Propitious still to mariners they shine. 

The Minyse reach'd ^thalia's seagirt soil. 
And bathed their limbs subdued with ceaseless 
With pebbles on the shore that ready lay [toil. 
They chafed the skin,and cleansed the sweat away. 
And still the spotted stones along the shore 
Confess the labours that the heroes bore. 1062 
And many a famous moftument remains ; 
For still that isle their disks and arms retains; 
And still a port, preserving Argus' name, 
Records the memory of their ancient fame. 
Borne on the swelling of the' Ausonian deep. 
Full in their view the Tuscdn shore they keep. 
With rapid flight they reach the famous port, 
Where skili'd in magic Circ6 held her court. 1070 

Beside the waves they found the heavenly fair^ 
The braids adjusting of her radiant hair. 
Appalling forms, in visions of the night. 
Had fiU'd her soul with wonder and affright. 
Through all her chambers, and the courts below,- 
Redounding streams of blood appeared to flow. 

VOL. II. K 
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The treasures of her art, the mystic arms^ 
The hoarded armoury of drugs and charms. 
That stranger guests subdued beneath her sway^ 
On these the flames devouring seem'd to prey. 
Then o'er the fire she cast the* impurpled stream, 
With hurried hands, and quench'd the trembling 

gleam: 1083 

Then seem'd her fears to cease. With early dawn, 
Her steps were to the seabeat margin drawn, 
Wiib pious rites, averting ill, to lave 
Her hair and garments in the briny wave. 
A train of beasts, not fierce like those of chase. 
Nor yet in form of godlike human raQe, 
But something mingled between brute and man. 
With action mild, beside the' enchantress ran; 
As gentle sheep, in myriads, where he leads, 1091 
Attend the shepherd through the flowery meads'^ 
Their forms were doubtful, as when teeming earth 
On living things bestow'd primeval birth; 
While she, great parent, moist and pliant lay^ 
As yet unharden'd by the stroke of day ; 
From vital principles of every kind. 
Her first rude Work, she various limbs oombiqed; 
Ere nature's hand from time experience gain'd, 
Decided figures genders ascertained. 1100 

In mute attention thus around their queen. 
Discordant shapes, ambiguous kinds were seen. 
Stupendous scene I the heroes stood amazed; 
And speechless wonder on the' enchantress gazed. 
Soon as her port and features struck their view, 
The sister of the Colchian king they knew. 
The nightly terror of her dream dispell'd, 
Home from die beach her course the' enchantress' 

held. 
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With soothiBg action and demeanour bland. 
The train she beckoned with deceitful hand. 1110 
But Jason at the shore his comrades stayed. 
Alone proceeding with the Colchian maid. 
They followed Circ6 ; and together trod 
The path that tended to her proud abode. 
On splendid seats the' enchantress bade them rest ; 
But doubt and anxious thoughts her soul possess'd. 
Their steps unsounding through the palace pass'd. 
The vestal hearth they sought with silent haste; 
Then, motionless, with downcast eyes they sate. 
As suits the humble suppliant's piteous state. 1120 
Stung with reproaches of the conscious mind. 
Between her hands the maid her face inclined ; 
While leaning on the hilt with grief profound, 
The youth infix'd his falchion on the ground; 
Nor lifts to vengeful Heaven his drooping eyes. 
While gloomy thoughts for slain Absyrtus rise. 
Fair Circ6 mark'd their deep desponding mood; 
She recognised the fugitives from blood; 
Revered the suppliant's right with pious awe; 
And bow^d submiss to Jove's imperial law, 1130 
Who makes the suppliant his peculiar care. 
And, e'en in punishment, inclines to spare. 
The' atoning sacrifices she began, 
That stains of blood remove from wretched man ; 
For refuge when he flies to Vesta's shrine, 
And seeks remission from the powers divine. 
High o'er their heads the little swine she held, 
New from the dam, and paps with nurture swell'd. 
She pierced his throat, and, cleansing blood with 

blood. 
Her suppliants tinctured in the purple flood. 
Then- ceremonies fiU'd the solemn hour, 1141 
To calm the wrath of every vengeful power; 
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And Ittstral.Jove was call'd, a;t whose comixK^d 
Oblations pure absolve the slayer's hand. 
This done, her train, full many, a Naiad maid. 
The* ablutions from the splendid dome conyey'd. 
Within, to sober vows and whisper'd prayer. 
That bid the furies drop the scourge, and spare. 
The flame with salted cakes the' enchantress fed ; 
And sweet libations o'er that offering shed 1150 
Of mighty power, to sooth the gliding dead ; 
Whether a stranger's death their hands embrued. 
Or the dire stain from kindred blood accrued. 

The solemn expiations were complete. 
She caird each suppliant to the polished seat. 
Full in her view, and near. The speech began, 
' What climes they visited, what seas o'erran. 
Say, graceful strangers, from what p^rt of earth; 
Ye claim protection at the sacred hearth?' 
Still, with the memory of her dream possessed. 
Doubt and disquiet fill'd her anxious breast. 
Fondly she listen'd, with attentive ear, 1169 
The native accents of that maid to hear. 
Soon as Medea lifted from the ground 
Those eyes that beam'd celestial glory round, 
That liquid golden fire, effulgence bright. 
Which marks the beauteous progeny of light; 
The daughter of that tyrant stern and bold, 
In Colchian speech a tale of sorrow told. 1169 
In tuneful sounds, her soothing words explain'd 
The toils, the travels by the band sustain'd ; 
And how she fled her cruel father s wrath. 
With Phryxus' ofl'spring through the watery path ; 
But some events her cautious tongue forbore ; 
Nor spoke Absyrtus weltering in his gore. 

Jn vain. ]3er inmost bosom Circ6 read ; 
Yet tears Qf pity for her sufferings shed, 
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And thus she spake — ' Ah wretch, in evil hour. 
Thy steps adventurous left the princely bower ! 
What saving hand thine anguish shall delay? 1180 
What force protect thee from a father's sway? 
His rage untired will hunt thee o*er the flood ; 
And e'en in Greece avenge thy brother's blood. 
Great is thy guilt. Yet, since the suppliant's name, 
And ties of kindred, my compassion claim ; 
From me, though merited, no mischief prove. 
But hence I warn thee. From these walls remove. 
Hence, with that stranger, 'mong whose followers 
A father s curse and duty are thy scorn, [borne. 
Hence with the partner of thy guilty choice ; 1190 
No more assail me with that plaintive voice. 
Thy presence here the sacred hearth profanes ; 
I shrink abhorrent from thy guilty sttons. 
I shun thy counsels, nor assist thy flight 
From fame and every form of fair and right/ 

She ceased. And, filFd with grief, the royal maid 
Before her eyes the shining veil displayed. 
To hide her tears. Her frame with terror shook. 
Her hand with gentle action Jason took. 
And led her through the portal. Mighty woes. 
In briny torrents, found a brief repose. 1201 
Trembling she went. Thus firom the doors they 

move; 
Nor heedless was the* imperial wife of Jove. 

Already by her faithful envoy shown. 
Each circumstance was to the goddess known. 
Erewhile, observant of the Grecian train. 
Fair Iris left the starry-paved domain. 
For Juno sought to learn, with anxious care. 
When to their bark the Minyse should repair. 
This trusty instrument of her desires 1210 

Again she calls ; again her aid requires ; 

K 2 
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' Haste, nymph beloved, my wishes to fal61; 
Toil is lliy pleasure, when it works my wilU 
With rapid course on varied pinions sweep. 
And summon Thetis from the briny deep. 
Say, Juno seeks her aid. From thence repair, 
Where Vulcan's forges cast a ruddy glare 
Along the strand, and deafening hammers sound 
On massive anvils to the vast profound. 
From labour let hiQi cease, and still the blast, 1220 
Parent of fire, till Argo shall h^ve pi^ss'd. 
Thence to the caves of ^olus repair, 
Supreme o'er winds the progeny of air. 
My wishes to the stormy power explain. 
Let peace and stillness through his empire reign ; 
No truant tempest issue from his caves 
Nor angry surges curl the sounding waves. 
Let gentlest zepl^yrs o'er the billows smile, 1228 
And waft the heroes to Phsacia's isle.' [tends. 
She ceased; the nymph her pinions light ex- 
And swiftly through the fields of air descends. 
Deep, deep she plunged, beneath the' JSgean tides, 
In regal state, where hoary Nereus bides. 
To Thetis first was Juno's mandate given ; 
And, urged by Iris, she repair'd to heaven. 
Next the fair messenger to Vulcan came ; 
The bellows ceased to swell the roaring flame ; 
Attentive tp his parent's high behest. 
Through all his caves he bade the ht^mmers rest. 
Last the famed son of Hippotas*^ she finds, 1240 
Immortal ruler of the stormy winds. 
To him her message, while the nymph addressed. 
And, pausing, bade her weary pinions rest ; 
Fair 'Jphetis left her sisters of the waves, 
And ancient sire, within the coral coves ; 

»« jEolas. 
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And hasting to the blissful seats above, 
Obedient sought the' imperial wif^ of Jove. 
Her sovereign Juno at her right hand placed. 
And thus addressed, with fair reception graced—* 
* Now, lovely Thetis, with attention hear 1260 
The words I destine for thy private ear. 
Thou kax>w'sthow much my cares for Jason wake. 
And those brave spirits who his toils partake. 
Their vessel through the wandering isles I bore. 
Where, charged with fire, tremendous teqipests 

roar; 
Where pointed rocks the savage shore defend, 
And thundering waves the mortal barriers rend. 
But, if aright I read the page of fate. 
The' adventurous train yet greater dangers wait. 
Full in their,path the rocks of Scylla lie, 12W 
With dire Charybdis whirling to the sky. 
Thee, from a child, I nursed with pi^rtial hand. 
More prized, more loved, than all the seaborn b^nd. 
Since thy proud virtue scom'd the vows of Jove, 
That wanderer, ever prone to lawless love. 
Mortals, immortals, in promiscuous throngs ; 
Wfifk all alike the nuptial couch he wrongs. 
Thy pious mind revered the wedded law. 
And Juno's rights inspired a virtuous awe. 
Hence, as thou know'st, his wrathful doom he 
bound, 1270 

By that dire oath the Stygian waves profound, 
That never god, of all the* immortal train. 
Should beauteous Thetis for his bride obtain. 
Yet still resistance seem'd to fan the iire, 
And still his glance betrayed unchQ.ste desire, 
Till Theniis, venerable power, reyeal'd 
The high decree, from eldest time conceaFd. 
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Perdition seek, let Thetis crown thy love^ 
Produce a son, the conqueror of Jove. 
His passion then he curb'd with prudent fear. 
Lest in his son he should a rival bear. > 1281 
While I, to recompense thy prudent mind^ 
The first of mortals for thy spouse assigned. 
To meet tiiy chaste desires with mutual flame, 
And glad thee with a mother's tender name. 
The gods I summon'd to the nuptial rite. 
And I myself sustained the nuptial light. 
Rejoiced to give, in that auspicious hour. 
Each mark of honour that my love could shower. 
Yet more, without disguise, I shall unfold 1290 
The destinies, by mystic fate enrolFd. 
When thy loved son shall seek the* Elysian plains. 
Whom Chiron now within his cave detains. 
With gentle Naiads, who indulgent share 
The wakeful duties of parental care. 
There is he doom'd to wed the Colchian maid ; 
Thy future child demands thy present aid. 
And Peleus too, I see thine anger flame; 
But what existence is exempt from blame? 
He may have err'd, but powerful At6 flies, 1800 
E'en through the blissful mansions of the skies. 
Vulcan, I trust, will yield to illy desires. 
And hush through all his caves the raging fii^es. 
While ^olus forbids the storm to sweep. 
And only zephyrs wander o'er the deep. 
Each element shall with propitious smile 
Conspiring waft them to Pheeacia's isle. 
Thence I confide them to thy guardian care ; 
Their safe return thy counsels shall prepare. 
Tremendous rocks the boding fears excite, 1310 
And mountain billows teem with wild afinght. 
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Yet from these perils, with beoignant hand. 
Thou and thy sisters may protect the band. 
Let them not drive incautious through the waves, 
In g«edy whiris, where dire Charybdis raye,. 
Wheel'd by devouring eddies round and round. 
Absorbed to perish in the salt profound. 
Nor let them Scylla's dire recess attain, 
The monstrous terror of the' Ausonian main. 
Appalling. offsprinj^, she from Phorcys came. 
And Hecati, whom men Cratais name, 1321 
Night-wandering power. Around her dogs of hell 
The billows vex, with never ceasing yell. 
Jhe 4;hoice of heroes be it thine to save 
From ravening jaws that gape amid the wave. 
Sate let their bark the course of peril run ; 
powever near, destruction let them shun.' 
Then Thetis answer*d — ' Let the tempests sleep. 
And raging fires within their caverns keep ; 
No danger from devouring billows .fiear^ 1330 
Through them the vessel I profess to bear. 
Let gentle zephyrs o'er the deeps prevail, 
And safe to Greece I speed their flying sail. 
But distant seats the' occasion bids me trace ; 
To meet my sisters of the Nereid race. 
And gain concurrence of their friendly power. 
No mean support in that laborious hour. 
From thence with rapid flight I seek the land. 
Where Jason's bark is anchored near the strand ; 
And urge the crew, when mom shall glad the sky. 
To spread their sails, and o*er the billows fly.' 1341 

These accents ended, downward she repairs. 
Through curling vapours and through eddying airs. 
Her native realm, through azure waves profound. 
She sought, and call'd the sister Nereids rpund, 
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Whep, crowding at the well known voice^ they 

came, 
Slie spake the will of heaven's imperial dame. 
Prompt, at her bidding, from their parent. cieiyes, 
They throng'd obedient through the' Ausonian 

waves. 1349 

But Thetis,, swifter than the lightning's gleam. 
Or rapid progress of the solar beam. 
That, parting from the morning's orient birth^ 
To western limits traverses the earth. 
Full soon appear'd upon JEea's strand, 
Near the wide limits of the' Etrurian land. 

The Grecian youths beside their bark she finds. 
With disk and javelin they relax'd their minds. 
Peleus, her spouse, was with the gallant crew ; 
She seized his hand, and from the crowd withdrew. 
To him alone his consort shone reveaFd ; 136(> 
A mist her beauties from the rest conceal'd. 
* No more inactive on the shore remain; 
With dawn returning plough the watery plain : 
So Juno wills, whose kind protecting power 
Wakes for your safety in the dangerous hour. 
She bids the' assembled Nereids of the tide 
Your vessel through the wandering islets guide. 
There lies the future voyage. But beware. 
Lest thou my presence to thy friends declare; 
When to thine aid, emergent from the main, 1370 
I join my sisters of the Nereid train. 
Deep in thy bosom let this caution stay ; 
Nor wake my wrath, as on a former day ; 
Lest unextinguish'd hate my spirit keep. 
And woes inflict, thy latest hours shall weep.' 
She ceased; and, vanishing with rapid ^gfat, 
The caves of ocean snatch'd her from his sight. 
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The hero gazed with anguisih and surprise^ 
Long had her charms been strangers to his eyes; 
Enraged, for young Achilles, since she fled, 1380 
Forsook his mansion, and disdaim'd his bed. 
O'er flaming lamps, amid the nightly gloom. 
Her infant's mortal flesh she would consume. 
Immortal being to the babe to give, 
And bid him free from age and sickness lire* 
She pour*d upon his little limbs by day 
Ambrosial streams, preventive of decay. 
As starting from his couch, the' indignant sire 
Beheld his darling panting in the fire ; 
Untaught to read the dictates of the sky, 1300 
Forward he rush'd with a tremendous cry. 
The goddess heard, with rage and grief profound. 
And cast her infant screaming to the ground, 
like fading airy visions, forth she pass'd. 
With motion swifter than the northern blast; 
And wrathful plunged beneath the briny foam. 
Divorced from Peleus, and estranged from home. 
His soul with anguish fond remembrance filFd, 
Yet to the train he told what Thetis wilVd. 
Their sportive combats instant they forsook, 1400 
And o'er the grass a hasty banquet took ; 
Along the turf they rested through the night. 
To heaven's high vault till morning shot her light. 
Now rush the zephyrs forth with influence bland ; 
They man their bark, and hasten from the strand. 
Their anchors from the briny deep they heave. 
And fit their ship the watery path to cleave. 
They strain the rigging from the mast on high, 
And spreading yards, to bid the canvass fly. 
As gales propitious bade the vessel glide, 1410 
They soon a fair and florid isle descried. 
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There tuneful Syr«!iis^ with melliffliious straiii. 
Allure the' uuwary sailors to their bane. 
Them the bright muse Terpsichor^ of yore, 
Seducers sweet, to Acheloiis bore. 
Tt^eir ebarming songs thy daughter Ceres loved, 
Ere Pluto from Ennaean fields removed ; 
When, wreathing chaplets with the virgin throng, 
She joined the dance, and shared the choral song. 
Mix'd was their form, part shone with female 
grace, 1420 

And part bespoke them of the plumy race. 
Their station on the lofty rock they keep. 
Where cliffs projecting shade the glassy deep. 
Far distant heard their songs insidious flow/ 
And bid the mariner his home forego. 
Deceived, enchanted, day succeeding day. 
He pines,' and wastes his idle life away. 
And now, with soft and never ceasing sound. 
The sweet deluders ponr'd their notes around^ 
Delighted and entranced, the Grecian band 1430 
Had cast their anchors on the fatal strand ; 
But soon the poet of celestial race '^, 
Son of ^agrus, tuneful pride of Thrace, 
Preventive melody, with heavenly fire. 
And flying fingers, touched the native lyre. 
He swept, with mastery, the hurried sound. 
And notes of manly music floated round. 
Loud o^er the soft voluptuous strain it thrill'd. 
And every ear the martial descant fiU'd. 
before the zephyrs, as they shoot along, 1440 
Through gurgling waves they lose the siren throng; 
Jjess heard and less, their voices melt away. 
And, lost in undulating air, decay. 

" Orpbens. 
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Yet, Butes, son of Teleon, heard the strain, 
With sweet seduction, wafted o'er the main ; 
He only, leaning from the polish'd stern. 
The words of smooth enchantment could discern. 
Instant he plunged amid the watery roar, 
Possess'd with hopes to gain the fatal shore. 
There had he perish'd ; but the queen of love 1450' 
Beheld the youth, with pity, from above ; 
And safe to land restored him from the deep, 
Where Lilybaeum rears the' aerial steep. 
Sorrowing the Grecian band their course pursue, 
WhUe in their path yet greater perils grew. 
Here Scylla rose with dark and fearful head ; 
Loud bellowing there, Charybdis terror spread. 
And while the Plancta& wander through the waves. 
Against their sides the gushing billow raves. 
There, from the burning rocks the flames arise. 
With smoke in columns towering to the skies ; 
And, raging from the subterranean cells, 1462 
The boiling deep the flame of Vulcan swells. 
His anvils rested, but the furnace glow'd. 
And, mix'd with sparks, redounding vapour flow'd. 
The struggling sun diffused a feeble ray. 
And pitchy clouds prevailed upon the day. 

Around the vessel now the Nereids throng. 
And Thetis following urged the bark along. 
The dangerous course through floating rocks to 
guide, 1470 

She grasp'd the rudder, and her force applied. 
While winds propitious lent their airy wing. 
Thus from the deep exulting dolphins spring ; 
Now in the van their beauteous forms appear ;: 
And now they bend resplendent in the rear ;- 

VOL. II. L' 
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Now^ parallel on either hand, they dart ; 
A prospect grateful to the sailor's heart ; 
Thus crowded round the ship the graceful band. 
While Thetis steer'd her with unerring hand. 
When to those wandering isles the vessel came, 
Above her snowy knees each seaborn dame 1481 
With eager haste her floating garments drew. 
Then, wide dispersed, to share the labour flew. 
On the sharp rocks, at intervals, they stood. 
Where billows broke incessant from the flood; 
And as they rush'd infuriate on the shore. 
The foamy swell aloft the vessel bore. 
Now airy light the nymphs to heaven ascend ; 
Now with the wave to blackest depths descend. 
As when , upon the hard and yellow sands , 1490 
With garb succinct, the sportive, virgin bands 
From hand to hand the gay contention ply. 
And urge the ball quick circling through liie sky. 
Alternate caught amid the sportive crowd. 
Alternate lost amid the fleeting cloud. 
Earth still it shuns ; the Nereids thus sustain 
The flying ship alternate through the main. 
High on the billow's back ; while dashing round. 
Through pointed breakers ^oar*d the salt profound. 
Their labours Vulcan, sovereign of the fires, ISOO 
From the smooth promontory's top admires. 
His hammer propp'd his shoulder as he stood. 
And wondering gazed that animated flood. 

From starry seats the' imperial bride of Jove 
Mark'd how the vessel with the billows strove. 
Possess'd and palpitating with alarms. 
She clasp'd Minerva in her trembling arms. 
Around that vessel such was the delay. 
As fiU'd the cotnpass of a summer's day ; 1509 
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£re freed from rocks the nymphs a passage gave. 
To feel the favouring breeze, and skim the wave. 
With gladdened hearts the sailors forward run, 
And pass Trinacria'^, favoured by the sun. 
Her flowery meads that happy land displays; 
Untroubled ikere the flocks of Phoebus graze. 

The task of Juno done, the flitting train. 
Like birds aquatic, dived beneath the main. 
The Greeks the bleat of sheep unnumbered hear. 
And low of oxen vibrates on their ear. 
The sheep, on grass with spangled dew bespread, 
Sol's youngest daughter Phaethusa fed. 1521 
With mildest rule her subject flock she sway'd; 
A silver crook her lovely hand display*d. 
A staff" of shining brass Lampetia held. 
And o*er the meads the lowing herd impelled. 
The flocks and herds were white as drifted snow, 
And fed where springs the pastures moist overflow. 
No dusky stain was through the number found, 
And horns of gold their heads resplendent crown*d. 
These meads they coasted with ^umal light, 1530 
Then pass'd a deep and spacious bay by night 
Through shades rejoicing they pursued their way. 
Till morning hail'd them with returning day. 

Beyond the' Ionian bay an island lies. 
In wealth abounding, and of ample size; 
With spacious harbours blessed, Ceraunianamed, 
From elder time in storied legend famed. 
And here 'tis fabled (heavenly Muse forgive; 
I bid the tale with voice reluctant live). 
Beneath the sickle lies, with horrid deed 1540 
Distain'd, when Saturn doomed his sire to bleed. 
As others sing, this implement, of yore. 
The bounteouis Ceres to the harvest bore. 

" Sicilj. 
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For well the goddess loved the* exuberant soH, 
And taught the Titans there the reaper's toil. 
Such love she bore to Macris, after styled 
Fair Drepan6, nurse of Phaeacians mild. 

Hither, through perils of the wave and land. 
The Minyae pass'd, from fair Trinacria's strand. 
With fair reception, and a bounteous heart, 15^50 
The king and people social rites impart. 
With joy Alcihoiis and the city came. 
That seem'd a tribute to the kindred claim. 
The jocund train while festive rites employ. 
The brave adventurers share the common joy. 
An inborn transport filFd the' exulting train. 
As though e'en now they trod Thessalia's plain. 
Delusive joy ! ordain'd by hostile fate, 
Them fierce alarms from Colchian myriads wait. 
With thirst of vengeance from the Pontus fraught. 
Along the shores the Grecian band they sought. 
Through tl^e Cyanean rocks their squadrons came. 
And every bosom raged with hostile flame. 1563 
They claim to bear away the Colchian maid. 
And no pretence may this demand evade. 
Hiese terms rejected, to maintain their right 
They menace fierce interminable fight ; 
Both there, on land, and after on the main. 
With proud iEetes and his naval train. 
But king Alcinoiis stayed the rising war, 1570 
Pleased to remove the flames of strife afar. 

With apprehensions dire the virgin fraught. 
By turns the valiant friends of Jason sought. 
Then near Phaeacia*s queen Aretk stands. 
And humbly clasps her knees with suppliant 

hands. 
* With pity, queen, behold a wretched maid ; 
With generous hand extend thy timely aid. 



B. IV. THE ARGON AUTICS. 117 

Shall yon barbarians sate their fell desire, 

To bear a victim to her vengeful sire. 

By womanhood I urge thee, royal fair; 1580 

Nor let her failings mar the suppliant's prayer. 

Let not my faults that gentle bosom steel; 

Mortal thyself, for human errors feel. 

Most prone to faults is woman's wandering sense : 

True, I have err'd; but venial my offence. 

This orb of day, with courage, I attest, 

No fires unchaste pollute my youthful breast. 

Be witness, Hecate, tremendous power. 

Adored in orgies of the midnight hour. 

No wish unhallow'd, no licentious thought 1590 

My desperate steps to follow strangers brought; 

But urgent fear, and conscience of a crime. 

Drove me, a wanderer, from my native clime. 

Tis with reluctance being we resign. 

And flight to save it, sole resource, was mine. 

Yet still untouched, as in my native bower. 

Still unpolluted to the present hour. 

Such heavenly powers o*erawed the loose and 

The dearest treasure of our sex I hold, [bold, 

O queen revered, thy royal husband bend, 1000 

With generous hand, a maiden to defend. 

So may the' immortals grant thee length of days, 

A numerous offspring, and unenvied praise ! 

So may thy states possess renown and health. 

Peace unmolested, and increasing wealth I' 

The virgin thus Phaeacia's queen address'd; 
And thus essay'd to melt each leader's breast — 
' O noble chiefs, your labours cost me dear. 
Since all these sorrows for your sake I bear. 
O think, whose aid the fiery bulls subdued, 1610 
And taught by whom, you quell'd that earthborn 
brood! 

L 2 
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Think, who restores you to your native skies ^ 

To glad Hsemonia, with the golden prize. 

A wretched outcast, for your sakes I roam. 

Deprived of parents, friends, and native home. 

For you, relinquish all that life endears. 

The mark of obloquy, the slave of fears. 

I suffer, that to you I may restore 

Friends, parents, homesteads, the paternal shore. 

Oh, with what mingled pleasure and surprise 1620 

Your welcome forms will glad the kindred eyes ! 

While Heaven has snatched away my crown of 
fame. 

On strangers cast a burden and a shame. 

And shall not, then, the solemn compact bind? 

Shall awful oaths be scatter'd to the windl 

Think on the furies to the suppliant given. 

And dread the future punishment from Heaven. 

With pity think, how dire shall be my fate. 

Returned the victim of parental hate. 1629 

What scorns, what tortures must the wretch sus- 
tain. 

Whose only crime was kindness to your train ! 

To sc^pe the doom for me remains no path ; 

No tower, no temple guards me from his wrath. 

To you alone, sole tower of hope, I fly ; 

And cruel you the promised aid d^ny. 

Nq soft compunctions a reception find ; 

No sense of shame can touch the harden'd mind. 

A princess, trusting to your vows, is seen 

An abject suppliant of a foreign queen. 

W hen first the golden fleece appeared in sight, 1640 

Proud were your spirits,dauntless was your might. 

You were not slow the battle then to wage ; 

Nor fear'd iEetes dreadful in his rage ; 
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But terrors now subdue the manly heart. 
When of those Colchians you but find a part/ 

Each valiant chief as plaintive she essay 'd. 
He tum'd to comfort the desponding maid ; 
The brandish'd javelin lighten*d in her view. 
And each the fklchion from the scabbard drew. 
< O virgin ! with their lives,this faithful throng 16d0 
Shall ever guard thee from disgrace and wrong/ 

Amidst the troubles of the weary crew 
The peaceful night diffused her balmy dew ; 
Nighty that her mantle spreads on every soil. 
And rest to mortals brings, and mortal toil. 
But far her blessings from that virgin's breast, 
And anxious sorrow robb'd her soul of rest. 
As when, by night, the widow'd mother plies 
The' unceasing distaff, mid her children's cries. 
Oft for their sire they call, and oft for bread, 1660 
Her grief redoubling for a husband dead. 
As gloomy prospects agonize her soul, 
Down her pale cheek the silent sorrows roll ; 
Thus flow'd Medea's tears, like drops of rain. 
Thus was her heart transfixed with amorous pain. 

Meantime, Alcinoiis and his consort fair 
Revolved the virgin s fate, with anxious care. 
The nightly couch together as they pressed. 
The gentle queen her husband thus address'd — 
' O spouse beloved jwilt thou not lend thine aid,1670 
And from the Colchians guard this wretched maid? 
That with the Minyse favour we may find. 
And fill our neighbours with a grateful mind. 
For near is Argos to Phaeacia's strand. 
And near the natives of Hfemonia's land. 
No neighbourhood with us the Colchians claim ; 
Known but by rumour is their monarch's name. 
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A weight of sufferings has that virgin proyed ; 
Aiid much her fears my yielding soul have moved. 
Let not these strangers thy kind heart engage^ldSO 
To give the mourner to her father's rage. 
True, she offended. Her uniilial hand 
Imparted drugs, and charms, of influence bland. 
She led the bulls, exhaling fire and smoke. 
With passive necks, obedient to the yoke. 
But one false step must from another spring ; 
And error in his train will error bring. 
From cruel outrage of a father's hand. 
She fled incautious with the stranger band. 
But Jason, I am told, with solemn vows 1690 
Is bound to make the maid his youthful spouse. 
And would my love his virtuous aim control ? 
Or seek with perjury to load his soul ] 
Say, would thy gentle heart a maid return 
To furious parents, who for vengeance burn? 
The fair Antiop6 recorded lives, 
And warnings dire of rage paternal gives. 
Tia well remember'd, in the times of yore. 
What sufferings Danae through the billows bore. 
From an injurious sire, in this our time, 1700 
What deeds of horror stain a neighbouring clime ! 
How Echetus, the scourge of humankind. 
Pursued his daughter with infuriate mind. 
He doom'd the maid to pine in cheerless night. 
And pierced with pointed brass the balls of sight. 
Deep in a cell, to servile labour doom'd. 
She pines, in darkness and despair consumed.' 

Thus she. Her husband felt the soft control; 
And kind expressions spake the melting soul. 
* To glad my guests, and guard the virgin's charms. 
Arete, I would meet the Colchian arms; 1711 
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But Jove, all-seeing Jove, my spirit awes. 

And nHueh I fear to violate his laws. 

Nor hold .£etes object of disdain ; 

His power is great, and wide extends his reign. 

Enraged, no monarch were a fiercer foe. 

And Greece, though distant, might his vengeance 

I will not veil my purpose from thy love, [know. 

And men, I trust, the sentence will approve. 

If virgin yet remains the Colchian fair, 1720 

To yield her to her father I prepare ; 

But, if already she is Jason's bride. 

The wife I tear not from her husband's side; 

Nor yield to foes, to cruelty, and scorn. 

The tender progeny, as yet unborn.' 

He ceased ; and sunk to calm repose consigned. 
His sayings deeply touch'd Aret^*s mind. 
Her couch she leaves, and through the palace goes; 
Attendant on the queen her women rose. 
The herald, at her secret call, appears, 1730 
And crafty counsel to the Minyae bears. 
* The maid let Jason wed with urgent haste ; 
No more entreaties on Alcinoiis waste ; 
For vain and idle are your tears and prayers. 
To change the purpose that his voice declares. 
If virgin yet the Colchian fair remains. 
Home he returns her to her native plains. 
The nuptial yoke if now the princess bears, 
His soul the laws of wedded love reveres.' 

The' attentive herald pass'd without delay, 1740 
To Jason's ear the mandate to convey. 
Both what his queen suggests with warning kind. 
And what the purpose of Alcinoiis* mind. 
The bay of Hyllus the fair city crown'd ; 
Wakeful in arms the warriors there be found. 
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Beside their vessel, as he greets the band. 
In words succinct he speaks the queen's command. 
The heroes all received, with pleasure fraught. 
Words thus according with each inward thought. 
All to the* immortal gods their goblets crown'd. 
And pour'd the pure libation on the ground. 1751 
They led the victims for the hallow'd rite. 
And spread the genial couch that very night. 

Sacred recess, a fair and spacious cave 
Commodious chamber for the nuptials gave. 
Exulting, they prepare the bridal bed. 
Her days, of old, where beauteous Maoris led. 
From gentle Aristasus sprang the fair. 
Who made the' industrious bee his favourite care, 
And first from olives, with laborious hand, 1760 
In balmy rills express'd the sweetness bland. 
She, in Abantis first, Euboic soil. 
For that fair child essay'd the nurse's toil, 
•Nyseian Bacchus, son of Jove ; and press'd 
The florid mfant to her snowy breast 
From flames when Hermes bore him to the maid. 
O'er his parch'd little lips she honey laid. 
Her tender cares the queen of Jove beheld; 
And, fiU'd with anger, from that isle expeU'd. 
She sought far distant the Phaeacian cave, 1770 
And wealth exuberant to the natives gave. 

Twas here the nuptial bed, capacious, placed. 
Shone, with the fleece,resplendent covering graced, 
Illustrious trophy, that renowii supplied 
To youthful Jason and his royal bride. 
In ^eir white bosoms, from the fragrant bowers, 
The village maidens bore the fairest flowers ; 
With bounteous hands they strew'd them o'er the 

ground. 
While beamy splendours darted all around. 
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So shone the precious fleece, like radiant fire, 1780 
To light the lover to his fond desire : 
The lovely rustics gazed with glad surprise. 
And secret wishes lighten'd in their eyes ; 
Yet fear and modesty forbade the band 
To touch the treasure with inquiring hand. 
From various seats they came, of various line; 
Some daughters of £geus, stream divine ; 
In uplands some of Meleteius bide ; 
Some cultivate the plains and meadows wide. 
Impeird by Juno, from* each native bower, 1790 
They throng'd to honour Jason*s nuptial hour. 
Still, in memorial of that night, the cave 
Retains the name Medea's nuptials gave. 
Twas here entranced the youthful pair were laid, 
And fragrant veils around them were displayed. 
Without, the heroes shook the warlike spear, 
Lest foes, with sudden onset, should appear. 
With green and leafy boughs their heads were 

crowned. 
While Orpheus bade the tuneful lyre resound. 
Before the bridal bower, the festive throng 1800 
In cadence chanted hymeneal song. 

Yet different far did this event proceed, 
From what the son of ^son had decreed. 
His thoughts had destined, not Phaeacia*s reign. 
Scene of his nuptials, but the native plain ; 
When, anchor'd in lolcos' welcome port. 
His gladden'd eyes should hail his father's court. 
There too in fancy was Medea led. 
To rest her hopes, and deck the bridal bed. 
In vain the feeble race of hapless man 1810 

Their airy schemes of perfect bliss may plan. 
Unknown, alas! is happiness sincere; 
When joy yre taste, some anguish still is near. 
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Thus love*s delights were poison'd by dismay/ 
And doubts what purpose might Alcinoiis sway< 

The mom returning with immortal light. 
Through ether chased the gloomy shades of night. 
Her radiance gilt the smiling shores around. 
And gems of dawning twinkled o'er the ground. 
A busy hum in every street was heard ; 1820 
The face of labour through the town appear d : 
Meantime, the Colchian armament from far 
Around the point of Maoris moved to war. 

The just Alcinoiis, by his compact sway'd,* 
Came forth to judgment on the royal maid. 
Of purest gold the sceptre he sustain'd. 
Symbol that many a righteous doom ordain'd.* 
Behind, in armour formidably gay, 
Phseacian cohorts passed in deep array. 
The crowding consorts of the gallant band, 1830 
Without the gates to view the pageant stand.- 
A train of rustics from their labour came ; 
For Juno round diffused the' unerring fame. 
A lamb, the fairest of the flock, they brought^ 
And heifer, yet to bear the yoke untaught; 
For due libations at the sacred shrine. 
While others vases bore of sparkling wine. 
The smoke arose in wreaths from sacred flames. 
And bridal gifts were given by fairest dames ; 
Such female works as women wont to give, 1840' 
And fond of splendour gladly will receive ; 
Embroider'd veils, and gems, and golden toys. 
That friendship pours on recent nuptial joys. 

The- assembled throng, with fond amazentent, 
view 1 

The forms and features of the godlike crew : 
And oft the Tbracian bard, to charm the crowd, 
Swept from his lyre a descant sweetly loud; 
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And soft and light, with eranescent sound. 
His studded sandal nimbly beat the ground. 
Nor heedless were the jocund virgin train, 1860 
Of love and love's delights. They added strain 
Symphonious — hymeneal sweet—and sang — 
Tliat all the plain with charming carols rang. 
Now sole they sang; now circling they advance. 
And voice melodious join with choral dance, 
As Juno taught. She too the queen inclined. 
To publish what her virtuous lord design'd. 
Most upright doom. Complete to her desire 
All rites were done that nuptial laws require. 
Firm is the king to guard the wedded pair ; 1860 
No selfish motives his resolves impair. 
Threats of .£etes and the Colchian band 
Nor move his spirits nor unnerve his hand ; 
Determined firm remains the pious mind ; 
For sacred oaths and solemn compacts bind. 
When now the leaders of the Colchian host 
Perceived the purpose of their mission lost. 
And found him bent his honour to maintain. 
And chase their taavy firom his ports and reign, 
They fear'd the disappointed tyrant's wrath, 1870 
And shrunk abhorrent from the homeward path.- 
Humbly they seek protection in that isle 
Where equal laws prevail, and peaceful blessings 
The happiness of quiet rule they felt, [smile.- 
And long the settlers in Pbaeacia dwelt: 
A race, that origin from Bacchus claim. 
From Ephyrse, their native isthmus, came; 
In aftertimes the peaceful mansions held, 
And from their seats the colonists ezpell'd. 
A neighbouring isle the banish'd ColcUans gain'd. 
Ere on the continent they seats obtain'd. 1881 
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Their place of rest Ceraunian hills they chose, 
Where ancient dwellings of the* Abantes rose. 
There, taking root and spreading o'er the ground, 
Nestsean seats and Oricos they found. 
Time, in his progress, these events survey'd. 
And yearly still the solemn rites are paid; 
Still are the fates, and still the nymphs reyered. 
Around an altar by Medea rear'd. 
Where Nomian Phcebusiillshis awful shrine,1890 
Author of just decrees, and source of light divine. 

And now, Alcinoiis to the parting band 
The gifts of friendship gave with liberal hand : 
And equal bounty mark'd the royal fair. 
Her husband's feelings ever wont to share. 
With soul compassionate, and thoughtful heed. 
Of what a female's tenderness may need. 
Twelve maids of her domestic train she gave. 
To wait Medea o*er the distant wave : 
Six days elapsed, the mom succeeding bore 1900 
The godlike heroes from Corcyra's shore ; 
The wind propitious through their canvass sings, 
And speeds the vessel with his airy wings. 
Nor yet did fates allow that toil-worn train 
Thrice welcome Greece and native strands to gain ; 
That first of blessings ere the wanderers boast. 
Much must be sufTer'd on the Libyan ooast. 
With swelling sails Ambracia's gulf they fled. 
And hallow'd seats where infant Jove was fed ; 
Then, through the* Echinades their course they 
found, 1910 

The dangerous strait where rocky islets bound. 
Full in their view the land of Pelops lay. 
When northern blasts arose with furious sway. 
Nine dreadful nights the storm incessant roars; 
As many days it rends the Libyan shores. 
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The driTing winds the helm, the pilot scorn. 
Near the fell Syrtes was the vessel borne; 
Thei« shifting sands the labouring bark embay; 
Thence never crew pursued the homeward way. 
An hideous tract the slimy marshes spread ; 1920 
The putrid waves are motionless and dead. 
A treacherous depth of seeming land is seen. 
Devouring water clothed in fraudful green ; 
Along the brine a spume corrupted lies. 
And pestilential vapours load the skies. 
Inhospitable rise the sandy heaps, 
No bird has dwelling there, no thing that creeps. 
The winds conspiring with the refluent surge. 
On these unhappy shoals the vessel urge ; 
Where tides resistless, with alternate roar, 1930 
Now to the main return, now break upon the shore. 
Part of the keel within the wave remained. 
The greater portion now the land sustained; 
The heroes sprang to shore, and grief profound 
Possessed each heart, to view the prospect round. 
The' expansive skies, a cheerless blank and drear. 
And tracts of sand to meet the skies appear. 
Unvaried barrenness; no springs arise. 
No path, no haunt of shepherds glads their eyes. 
Nor tree nor herb was scatter'd o'er the plain, 1 040 
And mQumful silence spoke it famine's reign. 
Each tupi'd with sad surprise and heartfelt groans. 
And ask'd his comrade in desponding tones — 

' What land is this 7 oh, whither has the storm 
Driven us to perish, in some horrid form ? 
Better the dangers known again to brave. 
Through clashing rocks, that float amid the wave ; 
To thwart the' Almighty's will, to brave his hate. 
Heroic daring would adorn our fate; 
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But DOW what hope,or what resource remains? 1950 
Confined by storms on these deserted plains. 
Soon shall our little span of life be pass'd, 
Despair unmingled reigns along the waste ; 
No means of life the burning sand supplies. 
All nature sickens, vegetation flies.' 

Such sounds the phrensy of despair confess'd. 
The sad Ancaeus thus the train address'd. 
Skilful to guide the helm— ^^ 'Tis true, my friends, 
A dreadful doom o*er every head impends. 
In solitudes accursed we must endure 1960 

Unutterable ills, without a cure: 
If from the land the changing winds should blow. 
And bear the waters back with refluent flow. 
Far as these eyes the dismal view command, 
Where turbid waves are mix'd with treacherous 

sand. 
With dashing foam the' extended beach is hoar. 
And billows break continuous on the shore. 
The sacred ship our hope, our chiefest pride. 
To fragments torn e'en now were scatter'd wide ; 
Did not the swellings of the salt profound 1970 
Forbid her keel to strike the fatal ground. 
But now, with rapid ebb returns the tide. 
The sinking shoals the bottom scarcely hide ; 
Then pools innavigable round us spread. 
And hopes of safety all are cold and dead. 
Assume the helm some more experienced hand. 
Give if thou canst salvation to tiiis band. 
Ah no ! the day of our return is gone. 
For ever fled. Our hopes and fears are done. 
Soon shall we reap the fruit of perils pass'd ; 1980 
By Jove decreed to perish in this waste.' [fill'd 

With tears he ceased. A like despondence 
All who were best in guiding vessels skill'd. 
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Then every heart a mortal terror froze; 
On every cheek a deathlike pale arose. 
As when some tidings strange and dire prevail, 
Men crowd the streets like sheeted spectres pale ; 
When tales of war and pestilence they hear. 
Or future famine wakes presageful fear. 
As inundation deluging the plain 1900 

Devours the labours of the' industrious swain ; 
When from the statue bloody dews distil. 
Or sacred shrines tremendous bellowings fill ; 
When dim eclipse overpowers the noontide glare, 
And glancing meteors fill the troubled air; 
With pensive steps, a wan desponding train. 
The heroes 8talk*d beside the' extended main. 

And now came on the sombrous evening's close. 
Clad in a colour suited to their woes. 1000 

Withbursting tears they clasp'd each other*s hand , 
Tears sole' indulgence of the wretched band ; 
Then parting, each pursues the sad relief, 
And broods insatiate o'er the lonely grief. 
Each far from other took his gloomy way, . 
And stretch'd unsocial on the sands they lay. 
As chance or choice the couch of sorrow found. 
And mantles wrapp'd their drooping heads around. 
They mourn'd,of food regardless,through the night. 
No care of food retum'd with morning light; 
Such forms of horrid death were round display'd. 
Such dire forebodings every heart dismayed. 2011 

Apart the maids, that firom Phaeacia came. 
With cries assembled round the Colchian dame. 
As when the parent bird in quest of food, 
Compeird by hunger, leaves the callow brood. 
Unfit to tempt the sky, an hapless fiock 
Within the cleft of some aspiring rock; 

m2 
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Abandon'd thus, if from the nest they fall. 
In vain for help the piteous nurslings call ; 2019 
As where the swelling bank with verdant brow 
Sees the rich streams of bright Pactolus flow. 
The plaintive cygnets raise the doleful stnun^ 
The borders far resound, the dewy plain. 
The silver currents, moum'd these virgins fair^ 
And mingled with the dust their golden hair. 
All night their wailings rose most sadly sweet. 
And lonely echo loved their voices to repeat. 

Unknown, unhonour'd by the race of man. 
Their names extinguished with their glorious plan. 
The first, the noblest of the Grecian host 2030 
In deserts wild their gallant lives had lost; 
But thoughts of pity to the suffering band 
The heroines felt who sway'd the Libyan land. 
When from her father's head in shining arms, 
Severely bright, mature in virgin charms, 
Minerva rose ; their early cares they gave. 
Her beauteous frame in Triton's lake to lave. 
Thus had the nymph the love of Pallas gain*d^ 
And sacred honours o*er that realm obtained. 

^was noon. The sun his keenest arrows cast. 
Reflected fierce from all the burning waste. 2041 
Their steps divine the nymphs to Jason guide^ 
From his fair head they gently drew aside 
The shading veil. Awe-struck the youth declined, 
From glories that bespake the heavenly kind. 
His reverent eyes. The mourner they addressed, 
And sooth'd with kindness the desponding breast 

^ Why sink, sad youth, abandon'd to despair? 
Know, ^at immortals make thy fate their care; 
Thy fortunes past are not to us untold, 2050 
Thy toils, thy. wanderings, for the fleece of gold* 
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We know thy sufferings o*er the wave and land ; 
We know the' achievements of thy daring band. 
Nymphs of the fleecy care and rustic train. 
We hold an humble and a local reign. 
Pleased with the worship of our native soil» 
The simple guardians of the shepherd's toil. 
Rouse like a man from this despair profound, 
And raise thy friends, that languish on the ground. 
When Amphitrit^ shall unyoke the car 2060 
That whirls her Neptune o'er the deeps afar, 
Their tender parent let the train repay. 
With due returns, for many an anxious day; 
For painful throes and agonizing care, [bare ; 
Since first their manly forms her womb parental 
Then safely to the loved Achaean shore 
Beat the rich fleece that shines with golden ore.' 

The nymphs evanished like an airy dream ; 
Yet still their accents sound, and near they seem. 
As on that barren plain he sat half raised, 2070 
Around in wonderment the hero gazed. 
* Nymphs, honour'd nymphs^ ye guardians of 

this wild, 
Oh, hear your suppliant with indulgence mild ! 
Sustain his spirit in this hour of fear. 
And safe through perils of these regions bear. 
But dark the words that speak of our return ; 
Perplex'd with doubts my veering thoughts are 

borne; 
United minds the* abyss of fate may sound. 
Wherefore delay to call my friends around ?' 

He rose impetuous from the sandy bed, 2080 
Parch'dwith the sun, with squalid dust o'erspread. 
Forward he rushed, and loudly call'd the traiq. 
His voice resounded to the distant plain. 
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Thus in the wilds, that long have nursed his race. 
The tawny lion, dusty from the chase. 
Stalks through the forest with a fiery glare. 
And roaring seeks the partner of his lair. 
Tremendous call! among the mountains shake. 
At his dire voice, the glens and tangled brake. 
His roar the startling herds with terror fills, 2000 
His roar the guardian swains with horror thrills ; 
So loud were Jason's shouts. But, to the heart 
Congenial, no dismay the sounds impart. 
The heroes all assembled at his cries ; [eyes. 
With sadden'd minds they came, and downcast 
Where, stationed mid the shoals and dangerous 
Their vessel lay, they stood a gloomy band ; [sand. 
At Jason's mandate with the female train 
Promiscuous join'd, they sat beside the main. 

^ Hear, loved companions, while my words un- 
The tidings heavenly messengers have told; [fold 
Late as I lay, the victim of despair, 2102 

Three nymphs beside me stood, divinely fair. 
No mortals they in skins of goats array'd. 
With rustic cinctures of the shepherd maid. 
Their simple vests from necks of ivory hung,. 
And graceful round their slender middles clung. 
A while they stood above my drooping head. 
And drew the veil that o'er my face lay spread. 
With cheering words they roused me from the 
ground. 2110 

They bade me summon you, my comrades, round; 
And to your mother gratefully restore 
Due recompense for all the pangs she bore ; 
For wakeful cares, and many an anxious day, 
While yet unconscious in her womb we lay ; 
When Amphitrit^ shall unyoke the car. 
That whirls her Neptune o'er the deeps afar. 
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With thoughts peq>lex'd, in vain my troubled mind 
The purport of their accents toils to find. 2119 
Celestial heroines so they spake their strain, 
Daughters of Libya, guardians of the plain, 
Our wanderings past, our various toils they knew. 
By means superior open'd to their view. 
They ended; and, in mist or cloud concealed, 
No more the heavenly vision shone reveal'd.' 
His words the crowd with silent wonder hear, 
While motives mix'd of joy and grief appear. 
What tongue can paint the' amazement of the band ! 
A mighty courser sprang from sea to land ! 2120 
He sought the plain. The locks redoubled deck. 
On either side, his proud and arching neck. 
Golden his mane, he toss'd his head on high. 
And flakes of splendour lighten'd to the sky. 
From his sleek sides he dash'd the briny foam. 
Then stretched with zephyrs in his limbs to roam. 

This Peleus marking with elated breast. 
And words of hope, the' assembled train ad- 
dressed — [bride 
* Now, now, my friends, has Neptune's lovely 
Unyoked the car that whirls him o*er the tide. 
Now is the time. Nor can my thoughtful mind 
In those dark sayings other parent find 2141 
Than the fair vessel in whose womb we passed. 
With safety borne through msiny a watery waste ; 
For toils and perils she for us endured. 
Our lives and safety have her groans procured. 
Let pious shoulders then sustain the weight. 
With nerves untired, of this maternal freight : 
And with the burden o'er the sands proceed. 
Where the swift courser shall direct his speed; 
Observe his track along this arid ground ; 2150 
For sure he will not plunge in earth profound. 
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If hope mislead not, we shall thus explore 
Some welcome harbour, some propitious shore.' 
He ceased. The comment pleased the general 
So has the Muse recorded in her song ; [throng. 
And I but follow, with submissive tread. 
An humble votary, where the Muses lead. 
Their breath alone awakes poetic fire ; 
Their words alone are suited to my lyre. 
And thus they sangr— 

* O first of regal line, 2160 
Endow'd with virtues and with strength divine, 
Whose vast exertions could the ship sustain. 
With all her loading, o'er the desert plain. 
Twelve times did Phcebus measure day and night. 
While thus ye bare her with unwearied might. 
What pangs, what miseries those heroes wrung; 
The tale of sufferance mocks the power of tongue. 
O truly glorious was that godlike breed I 
Their acts declare them of immortal seed.' 
Thus, by the dire necessity compelled, 2170 

Their painful march the band of heroes held. 
Onward they moved, till, source of glad surprise. 
The lake of Pallas opened to their eyes, [pressed. 
Here first they paused, with toil and heat op- 
Here first they bade their burdened shoulders rest ; 
like famish'd dogs that prowl abroad for food. 
Dispersed they fiew to seek some spring or flood. 
For burning thirst the fainting train assail'd. 
And pain and misery o'er the mind prevail'd; 
Nor vainly sought. They found in flowery prime 
A sacred plain; where to that instant time, 
The serpent Ladon, with unwearied care, 2162 
Was wont to guard the golden apples fair. 
The parent stem, where fruits immortal crown'd, 
The soil, the garden mighty Atlas own'd; 



B. IV. THE ARGONAUTICS. 135 

And there Hesperian maids, with sweetest song. 
The gentle monster fed, the fruits and flowers 

among. 
Beside that tree, the region*s boast and pride. 
Slain by Alcides, late the guardian died. 
The tail yet seemed some feeling to betray, 2100 
The trunk above all cold and lifeless lay; 
The shafts unerring by the hero sent. 
In many a wound the gaping skin had rent, 
With active venom tinged of Lema*s brood ; 
The bane retum'd, commix'd with putrid blood. 
In -swarms the greedy flies assembled round; 
And drain'd the bile and gore from every wound. 
Near him those tuneful nymphs, with streaming 

eyes, [cries. 

Their servant mourn'd with loud and piercing 
High o*er their heads they raise the taper hand. 
And o'er their faces snowy veils expand, 2201 
And o'er their golden locks. The youUis drew near, 
Precipitate. Possess'd with sudden fear. 
The bashful nymphs dissolving from the view, 
In dust and earth from mortal sense withdrew. 
The bard of Thrace that prodigy explored. 
And thus with prayer the deities adored — 
* Nymphs, gende nymphs, benevolent as fair, 
WiUi influence high, who make these fields your 

care; 2209 

Whether you join the radiant throngs above. 
Or powers terrestrial here delight to rove. 
Or guardian maids of lawn and meadow wide, 
O'er artless shepherds and their flocks preside. 
With forms behignant glad our longing eyes ; 
Nymphs, sacred nymphs, old Ocean's daughters, 

rise. 
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Some rock disclose, where gushing springs have 

birth, 
Some sacred fountain bubbling cool from earth. 
That, temper'd with the sun's translucent ray. 
May feverish pangs of ardent thirst allay \ 
And, if our bark may gain Achaia's coast, 2220' 
The richest gifts that deities can boast. 
The sweetest perfumes that to heaven ascend. 
To crown your rites, and glad your shrine, attend/ 

Fervent he prayed ; and unperceived, though- 
near, 
His fervent prayer the' Hesperian virgins heai^ 
The suffering band they vieVd, and felt their grief; 
And soon compassion sent the wish'd relief. 
They bade the teeming soil its wealth disclose. 
And first a spring of tender grass arose ; 2229^ 
Then the long shoots of various herbs appear d. 
And quickly trees their taper forms uprear'd ; 
A shady elm fair Erytheis spread, 
And Hespera sustain'd a poplar's head ; 
A sacred osier beauteous JEgl^ stood. 
With branches ever bent to taste the flood. 
Emergent then from trees, a portent strange. 
The nymphs their forms assumed with sudden 

The fairest £gl6 then, in gentlestwords, [change. 
Replied, and with their prayer her speech accords. 
^ Great is the' advantage that your weary band 
Derives from him who first with impious hand. 
Presumptuous daring, and irreverent toil, 2242' 
Deprived of life the guardian of this soil ; 
Then from the boughs the golden apples tore ; 
From weeping goddesses their treasure bore.' 
Scarce day preceding his career began. 
Ere he appear'd, this rude oppressive man. 
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Well fitted he to wreak the mental storm, 
Vast in his strength, and dreadful in Ins form. 
His eyes dart fierce intolerable flame; 2250 
A lion's spoils enwrap his giant fi*ame. 
His hand a ponderous trunk of olive bore, [gore ; 
l^ree from the workman*s art, and stain'd with 
And mighty bow from whence those arrows fled, 
Too fatal shafts, that laid yon serpent dead I 
His steps had traeed a weary length of way; 
And, thirsty from the parching glare of day. 
Be searched for water through the plains around ; 
But none to cheer his eager eyes he found. 
As rageful and despairing thus he stray 'd, 2260 
Or he discovered, or some god display'd 
Yon rock; near Pallas"^ lake it stands alone, 
And with his heel he smote the solid stone. 
Freed by the stroke abundant waters sprung ; 
With eager transport to the ground he clung. 
With ample chest outspread, and nervous hands; 
Incessant draughts his furious thirst demands ; 
The fountain from its rocky bed he drains. 
Prone like an ox that grazes on the plains.' 

She ceased. And to the fount that Mgli told, 
Most sought, most wished, their joyful course 
they hold, 2271 

Full soon discover'd ; with contention loud. 
And frantic eagerness, around they crowd ; 
As swarming ants, an active busy band. 
Throng round a fissure in the thirsty land, 
The granary where prudent toil has stored 
The plunder of the barn, their winter's hoard; 
Heap'd on each other, as the clustering flies 
A formless mass compose, where honey lies, 2279 

>» The lake Tritoois. 
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With restless murmur urge their greedy flight. 
Pursue the sweets, and on each other light. 
When the first draught some thirsty wretch had 
How was Alcides to his heart endear'd ! [cheer*d, 
With moistened lips, and with expanding breast. 
The soften'd soul these grateful words confessed — 
< Ken absent, godlike chief, the social band 
Peel the protection of that peerless hand ! 
E'en absent thou hast saved the toil-worn train 
From burning death upon a thirsty plain ! 
Oh might our search along the distant soil 2290 
Regain the partner of our glorious toil!' 

Nor yain the word, the crowd to council went ; 
The general voice selected heroes sent. 
By various paths, if tidings might be gain'd. 
Where yet Alcides in those wilds remain'd. 
Perplexing task! for on that sandy ground. 
No lasting prints of human step were found; 
The nightly breezes with incessant sway 
Erased the vagrant traces of llie day. 
The sons of Boreas that hard task desired 2300 
(Their airy pinions confidence inspired), 
Euphemus, trusting in his footsteps light. 
And Lynceus boasting of unequal'd sight ; 
A fifth to friendship true, bold Canthus came. 
By ruling fates impell'd, and virtue's flame. 
Still, still his heart recall'd the parted friend. 
And social feelings bade him thus attend; 
That, finding Hercules, he might demand 
His Polyphemus at the hero's hand. 
No fear of rousing that impatient ire, 2310 

No face of toil abates the strong desire. 
Resolved to learn what chances they had proved, 
And where Alcides left the man he loved. 
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£'eii then his friend had reared, in Mysia's soil, 
A town that spake the founder*s patriot toil; 
Then ranged enamour'd of his native plain. 
To seek the vessel and the social train. 
Till in his course, o'er many a region wide, 
He reach'd the Chalybes and ocean's side. 
But there the fates ordain*d his resting place; 
He fell in comhat with that hardy race. 2321 
Where liie tall poplar waves, and billow flows. 
Sacred to him the monument arose. 

But now the chosen missionaries pass'd 
With eager footsteps o*er the trackless waste. 
Their painful search the godlike man pursues; 
Him Lynceus far remote and lonely views. 
Or seems to view, as o'er the spreading lawn, 
Through gray beginnings of the doubtful dawn. 
And floating mists, the gazer darts his eyes, 2330 
And sees, or thinks he sees, the moon arise. 
Returned with speedy step he wam'd the train. 
That search prolong'd and anxious cares were 
' Hope not the subject of our wish to see, [vain. 
Remote and evanescent e*en to me; 
Hope not that others shall his wanderings trace. 
When Lynceus turns despairing from the chase.' 
The swift Euphemus, and the plumed pair. 
Alike to find the godlike chief despair. 

But mortal destinies on Canthus call. 2340 
Forward he press'd in Libyan wilds to fall. 
Encountering there the huts, and fleecy fold, 
The wants of his companions made him bold; 
He strove to bear away the bleating prize. 
The guardian of the. flock indignant flies; 
The' ill fated spoiler with a stone he fell'd; 
No feeble arm thie ponderous mass impeli'd; 
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For bold Caphareus, such the shepherd's name^ 
From heaven possess'd a spark of daring flame. 
And with the' opponent matched in vigour strode. 
Derived from him, the Lycorean god *', 2351 
His grandsire. When resplendent beauty's boast. 
Fair Acacallis sought the Libyan coast. 
Sent by her sire, stem Minos, to that shore» 
Her womb the progeny of Phoebas bore ; 
And gave to him, that guides the car of day. 
An infant lovely as the father s ray, 
Amphithemis or Garamas, for styled 
By vaiious titles was the graceful child. 
When rising youth bade amorous feelings wake. 
He woo'd a nymph of the Tritojiian lake. 2361 
The beauteous nymph a mutual passion own'd. 
Their loves with Nasamon Caphareus crown'd. 
To guard his flocks the careful shepherd bent^ 
To shades below the gentle Canthus sent. 
Not long to triumph ; for the Grecian band 
Avenged their comrade on the slayer's hand. 
With patient steps they sought him o^er.the plains. 
And mourning bore away h^s cold remains. 2369 
0*er Canthus the sepulchral earth they spread. 
While pious tears embalmed the virtuous dead; 
And seized the flocks, unhappy cause of strifje. 
Lamented price of their companion's life. 
. To thee too, Mopsus, fatal was that day^ 
A doom relentless summon'd thee away. 
Not ^all his skill in augury coidd save 
The son of prescience from the' untimely grave; 
For who may death elude? Immensie in length, 
A serpent shunn'd the day's jneridian strength. 
Stretch'd in the sand, o'erpower'd with sultry beats. 
Tardy to follow where the prey retreats^ 2381 

'' Apollo so called. 
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He shuan*d the' attack, relaxed in every spire, 
Lan^id to strike, nor active in his ire ; 
But, once provoked, his fangs such mischief fiU'd, 
Such deadly venom from his jaws distilFd, 
Might never living thing its influence bear; 
The bane received, the mortal hour was near; 
Where his fell tooth the slightest print applied. 
The rankling wound e*en aid from heaven defied ; 
Not Paean (author of the healing art, 2300 

As legends tell) could ease the mortal smart. 
When godlike JPerseus, whom his mother styled 
£urymedon, high o'er the libyan wild 
The severed head of direful Gorgon bore, 
Warm from the falchion and distilling gore ; 
In sable drops, where'er the blood was shed, 
The teeming soil a race of serpents bred. . 
Such lay the serpent. With unboding breast. 
As Mopsus passed, the monster's spine he press'd. 
Roused by the pain, the monster wreath'd around 
His ankle, and infix'd the burning wound. 2401 
Deep, deep with vengeful tooth the flesh he tore. 
And mix'd his poison with the spouting gore; 
Medea shriek'd, and shriek'd her female train; 
The generous hero, unsubdued by pain. 
The gory wound with hand intrepid press'd ; 
The poison thence but slowly reach'd his breast. 
Ah wretch I he feels the stroke of fate advance. 
From vein to vein inducing mortal trance. 
O'er every sense a dire oblivion steals, 2410 
His swimming eyes a waving blackness seals; 
On earth reclined, with powerless limbs he lay, 
And cold and rigid breathed his soul away. 
Collected round aghast his comrades gaze. 
Aghast their leader stood, in dire amaze. 

n2 
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A spectacle so sudden and so dread ! 
Their friend so quickly numbered with the dead ! 
Smote every heart. Nor could the dead remain. 
Exposed a moment weltering on the plain, 2419 
Beneath the sun ; for now through all the corse 
The subtle poison spread putrescent force. 
From limb to limb tilie dissolution flew ; 
From every pore exuded clammy dew. 
The brazen mattocks his companions wield. 
And soon a trench is opend in the field; 
Deep in its womb the putrid mass they lay. 
And heap, with needful haste the* incumbent clay. 
The mourning warriors and the softer kind 
The shining honours of their heads resigned. 2429 
With trembling hands o'er all the grave they spread 
Their parted locks, in honour of the dead ; 
And thrice with pious hand they heap'd the ground ; 
Aod compass'd thrice in arms the rising mound. 

Now to the ship return'd, ^s o'er the deep 
The southern winds with humid pinions sweep, 
Jjong time they hover'd; and, with doubting mind, 
Some passage sought from Triton's lake to find. 
No fix*d resolves the veering purpose stay ; 
Now here, now there, they shape the' uncertain 
way. 2439 

As, smote by noontide shafts, the writhing snake 
The path oblique with sinuous toil may make. 
From side to side the hissing head he turns. 
His flaming eye with Are malignant burns. 
Nor ceases till he spies with piercing ken 
The secret passage to his murky den ; . 
Thus Argo long her course uncertain winds. 
Ere yet an outlet from the lake she finds. 
Till Orpheus bade them, from the ship display 
A tripod, hallpw'd to the god of day, 
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And consecrate the gift with pious hand, 2450 
To native deities , that guard the land. 

When disembarking on the shore they laid 
The sacred offering, first for Phcebus made; 
Then Triton, ruler of the lake, appear d; 
A seeming youth his graceful form he rear'd. 
A verdant sod he lifted from the plain. 
As pledge of friendship, and addressed the train. 

* Hail, ^lant youths, from Triton's hand receive 
A friendly pledge, that never shall deceive. 
Assurance of protection, ere ye go; ;24(N) 
No greater can a deity bestow. 

If haply ye desire, with anxious mind. 
To learn (what mariners would seek to find) 
What ouUets of this lake, as yet untried. 
May lead embarrassed barks to reach the tide; 
All Jthis with truth unerring I can speak. 
Ordain*d by Neptune guardian of each creek, 
jBarbour, and station of the Libyan main. 
O'er all the coast a wide extent I reign ; 2460 
From distant climes ye come, yet haply fame 
Has made your ears familiar with my name, 
£urypylus ; this monster-teeming earth. 
Subject of fable, is my place of birth.' 

Euphemus answer'd, with expressions bland. 
The pledge '^ receiving with a gprateful hand — 

* Where Apis lies and where the seas of Crete, 
If such thy knowledge, noble chief, repeat. 
No vain inquirers we from shore to shore. 
That, idly curious, distant realms explore; 

But dire necessity controls our course, 2480 
Tl^ese realms we visit through the whirlwind'^ 
force. 

*> The sod. 
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Long tempest-toBs'd our. labouriiig vessel found 
This continent^ on earth's remotest bound. 
And long with force combined, and weary toil, 
We bore the ponderous vessel o*er the soil ; 
To shun the terrors that the Syrtes wake. 
And float her safely, in this ample lake ; 
In pity then to strangers led astray, 
To Pelops' land reveal the nearest way.' 

The Libyan answers, as Euphemus ends, 2490 
And while he speaks his level'd arm extends ; 
Remote the sea in prospect wide he shows. 
Near a deep outlet from die lake that flows. 
' This passage to the main a vessel bears. 
Where in the blackness, central depth appears ; 
White on each side the sandy banks arise. 
And shallow there pellucid water lies. 
The dangerous bauks a narrow strait unfold. 
Most needful 'tis the middle course to hold; 
Yon sea, which scarce the dazzled sight explores, 
Leads you past Crete to Pelopeian shores. 2501 
When steering from the lake the right ye keep. 
And now the bark is wafted to the deep ; 
With steady hand your vessel then restrain, 
Pursue the shore, nor rashly seek the main; 
Till boldly swelling, as your course you shape. 
The land throws forward a projecting cape. 
Then spread your canvass,onward plough the way, 
Your youthful vigour let no toil dismay.' 2609 

He spake benevolent. The bark they fill ; 
And through the lake exert the rower's skill. 
With cries of joy proceed the' exulting band. 
Meanwhile, the tripod shone in Triton's hand ; 
Full soon he vanish'd with the sacred prize. 
Beneath the lake conceal'd from mortsd eyes. 
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Inly rejoiced the* heroic band, to find 

Their late iDstmctor of celestial kind. 

Then, Jason bids for sacrifice prepare 

The £r8t and fairest of the fleecy care. 

So lately won, and pious tows to raise, 2520 

To call protection on their future ways. 

The chosen victun at the prow was slain. 
And prayers accompanied from «11 the train : 
* Oh, thou divine, that here, to mortals shown. 
Thy form revealed, thy title yet unknown^ 
Whoe'er thou art, assign*d these bounds to keep. 
Or Triton, wonder of the vasty deep, 
Phorcys, or Nerens, ruler of the wave. 
Offspring of nymphs that in the billows lave ; 
Indidgent hear. Thy favour may we boast; 2590 
Propitious guide ns to the native coast.' 

Tlius pray*d the chief, the victim as he slew^ 
And bleeding warm amid the billows threw; 
Then Triton awful from the depths arose. 
His genuine form in majesty he shows. 
As when some youth, in active vigour bold» 
The fiery courser by the mane will hold, 
And nimbly wheel him round with active force, 
Throu^ the large space where rival chariots 

course; 
The steed pursues his leader's rapid pace, 2540 
His gcaceful neck curved high with haughty grace; 
With chamfHug teeth he makes the curb resound* 
And white as snow the foam is dash'd around; 
With mighty hand thus Triton grasp'd the keel^ 
And bade the ship resistless impulse feel. 
His fonn above such majesty and grace 
Combined as proved him of celestial race. 
Pair to the middle, but the parts below 
A fishy form, with strange discordance show ; 
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A tail enonnous lengthens out his spine ; 2550 
With forky fins he ploughs the foamy brine ; 
Turn'd in a shining curve, such shape they wear 
As when fair Luna's crescent horns appear. 
On to the sea the yessel he impeird, 
And more secure the forward course she held. 
That service render'd from their sight he fied. 
And plunging sought old ocean*s cayem'd bed. 

The portent fiU'd the heroes with surprise, 
From all the deck the shouts of wonder rise. 
There, Argo's name the harbour yet retains ; 2560 
Still of that ship some monument remains ; 
For altars yet are seen with grateful hand 
To Neptune raised, and Triton, by the band. 
There for a day their voyage they delayed. 
The morrow's sun their spreading sails suryey'd; 
And swiftly gliding as the zephyr swept, 
A desert land upon their right they kept. 
When the next mom renew'd her rosy light. 
Projecting far a headland rose in sight. 
Retired behind a deep indented bay, 2570 

A safe recess, beneath its shelter lay. 
Now Zephyr ceased, and southern blasts prevail'd, 
With joyful shouts the favouring breeze they hail'd. 
Then Phoebus sunk, and Hesper raised his head. 
To summon labour to his homely bed. 
Sweet star of love, that brings, with solace fair. 
Rest and oblivion of the peasant's care. 
As night^s still empire lulVd the falling wind. 
They furl'd their canvass, and the mast inclined. 
Incumbent then the polish'd oars they plied, 2580 
And smote with vigorous arms the foamy tide; 
All night, all day, they combated the wave. 
Nor rest from toil the night succeeding gave ; 
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From far the rocks of Carpathus appear ; 
Thence, onward to the shores of Crete they steer. 
For chief of islands, Crete attracts their course. 
But there opposed they meet portentous force. 

High on a cliff the brazen Talus stands. 
With brandished rocks he interdicts the lands ; 
NTo stranger may the' unfriendly port explore. 
No vessel moor along the guarded shore. 2591 
Son of that brazen race in elder time. 
Derived from trees, robust for every crime, 
Him sole remaining branch, the thunderer graced. 
And him with demigods his favour placed, 
Ordain'd to guard his loved Europa's charms. 
And keep her favourite isle from rude alarms : 
For annual thrice he compassed all around. 
With brazen feet, the precincts of that ground. 
His giant frame he rear'd, untaught to feel *2600' 
The trenchant brass or sharply pointed steel, 
Si^ve where a vein, that from his head extends, 
Pursues the chine, then in his ankle ends. 
Red through this duct, where vital currents bound, 
The magic form was pervious to the wound. 
The skin alone confined the purple tide. 
And slightest barriers life from deatii divide. 
The form terrific awed the' adventurous band ; 
Though present wants some friendly port demand. 
They push from those inhospitable shores, 2610 
And urge the labouring bark witii bending oars, 
Now, far from Crete their course they had pursued. 
Though thirst and anguish every soul subdued; 
But fair Medea thus the crowd address*d. 
And comfort cheer'd each agitated breast-<- 

' Hear, warriors — brazen though this monster 
Let not a visage with despondence lour ; [tower, 
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If mortal he the breath of hearen inhale, 
Beneath my hand his boasted strength shall fail,- 
Your vessel station, and avoid the shock,' 2620 
Secure in distance from the voUey'd rock ; 
There patient wait, until with art profound 
I lay this monster prostrate on the ground.' 
They row'd obedient past the range of harms. 
The direful volleys from those brazen arms ;. 
And waited to behold Medea*s skill 
The promised wonders of her art fulfil. 

Before her face the Colchian fair extends 
Her purple robe, and thus the deck ascends ; 
The son of .Slson by the hand she drew,. 2630* 
From bank to bank, where sat the gallant crew.' 
With sweetest witchery she chanted strain; 
Of soothing melody ^ and lulPd the train- 
Of destiniei? that harrow up the: mind. 
And f»ll' withr terrors feeble humankind. 
The messengers of hell that wing the air. 
And mortals fill with anguish and despair^ 
These were invoked, and thrice her magic song. 
And thrice her prayers addressed the direful 
throng. 2630 

The potent charms the giant's soul subdued,- 
The' enchantress then her victory pursued ; 
Her flashing eyes she fill'd with noxious ire^ 
His glances sunk beneath the deadly fire ; 
In rage she grew, her grinding teeth she gnash'd,. 
Infernal vapours on the foe she dash'd; 
Goblins she caird,.afid hateful spectres round ,^ 
And bade the forms of hell his soul confound. 
' Oh ! father Jove (he cried), what gloom o'er^ 

shades, 
What torpid influence every sense invades ? 
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Must we not fear alone disease and wound ? 2650 
Shall distant foes with magic art confound?' 
Though firm in solid brass the giant towers, 
He feels the weight of magic's fearful powers ; 
Yet still his hands the task of warfare ply, 
Still rocky fragments fill the darkened sky. 

While massive volley thus, and menace rnde^ 
The labouring vessel from the port exclude; 
His vulnerable part, with mighty shock, 
His ankle dash*d against the pointed rock; 
Then ichor gush'd from the metallic frame, 2600 
Like boiling lead dissolved before the flame ; 
Nor long his station on that rock he fills, 
Like some enormous pine on airy hills, 
Which biting axes, urged by rustic might, 
Half-fell'd, abandon at the* approach of night; 
Full soon nocturnal blasts the foliage rend. 
Shake ^he tall stem, and on the rocks extend; 
The linibs a while the giant form sustain. 
Then faint it sinks, and thundering loads the plain. 

The harbour now receives the joyful band. 
That night they pass upon the Cretan land ; 2671 
A fane they raised, when early mom appeared, 
To Pallas, by the sons of Crete revered. 
With store of water from the spring supplied, 
Again they man the bark, and plough the tide ; 
Eager to pass Sahnonium's point around. 
With bending oars they vex the salt profound ; 
As o'er the swell of Cretan seas they flew, 
Unwonted terrors night around them threw ; 
Shrouded they were in blackness of the tomb. 
No beamy star dispersed the solid gloom; 2681 
The struggling glimpses of the moonlight fail'd, 
And shades infernal o'er the world prevail'd. 
' VOL. II. o 
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The sailors know not, darkling as they rove. 
Whether in Orcus or the deep they move; 
And to the wind and to the ware confide 
The random course they can no longer guide. 
Then Jason, fiU'd with anguish and dismay , 
Fervent and loud invoked the source of day; 
He caird on Pheebus to protect the train, 2680 
While copious tears distill'd like briny rain; 
Hevow'd oblations to the Pythian shrine. 
To crown with offerings Amyds divine; 
He vow'd to Delos gifts immense to bear. 
For aid imparted in that hour of fear. [light. 

Thou heardst, propitious power ; from realms of 
With succour prompt, Apollo wing'd his flight; 
M elantian rocks amid the waves arise, 
And one receives him bending firom the skies; 
Bis right hand bare aloft the golden bow, 2700 
Thence wide in air the streaming splendours flow ; 
Where thick the deep is sown with many an isle. 
The clustering Sporades in prospect smile ; 
An islet of the group arises near. 
Though small in compass, to the wishes dear; 
Full opposite the small Hippuris rose. 
And anchored here, the train respire from woes. 

The rising mom was fled, with pious care 
A goodly shrine for Phoebus they prepare ; 
And place his altar in the sacred shade, 2710 
Where stately groves religious gloom displayed. 
They call'd JBgletes^*, bounteous source of light, 
With appdlation new and solenm rite ; 
They gave that craggy island's small extent 
A name, expressive of the glad event; 

** iEgletes, an epit]iet or appeUation of ApoDo. 
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Propitious Aiiaph6*% rereal'd to sight, 
Widi cheering radiance by the god of light. 

Such TOWS were paid as poverty could find, 
For scanty means the liberal heart confined; 
Where neither lowing herds norflocks were found. 
Nor vines nor olives clad ike sterile ground. 2721 
But when the maids that from Phaeacia came 
Beheld the warriors by the torches' flame, 
Along the margin of the rocky bay 
Unmix'd libations from the fountain pay ; 
Loud bursts of laughter from the heedless breast 
Their foolbh scorn of indigence express'd ; 
And much they tum'd to transitory sport, 
A scene so different from Phaeacia's court; 2729 
For there the blood of countless victims stream'd, 
And altars there with wine and incense steam'd. 
With taunts their levity the youths assail'd. 
While secret pleasure at their mirth prevail'd ; 
Nor end they thus, the maidens quick replied, 
And gay contention rose from side to side. 
From their glad warfare in alternate strain, 
Still does that isle the war of wit retain; 
^gletes bright, in Anaph^ revered. 
By mirthful sallies are thy rites endear'd. 27d9 

Their placid mirror the calm waves expand, 
The heroes loose their halsers from the land. 
Mindful of visions, in the night survey'd, 
His vows to Maia's son Euphemus paid; 
What Heaven designed as yet untaught to know, 
But thus his words described the mystic show — 

'That sod, methought, the pledge of heavenly 
G-iven to my hand, upon my breast I laid; [aid, 
There the small mass, with milky currents fed, 
Extending, warm with life a female spread, 

** From a Greek verb, that signifies to show. 
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A beauteous maid. I gazed upon her face, 2750 
And fondly strain'd her in a dear embrace ; 
For sovereign beauty fill'd me with desire. 
And shot from every pore resistless fire. 
JIfy passion sated, calmer thoughts succeed, 
Ai^d keen remorse pursues the' incautious deed. 
I mourned with horror that I had possess'd 
My child, that infant nurtured at my breast. 
But she, to cheer me with soft soolhing grace, 
" No daughter I, but bom of. Triton's race. > 
I come from Libya, my paternal land, 2760 

Nurse of thy progeny, a gracious band. 
Oh! youth beloved. My father bade me share 
A portion in the deep with Nereids fair. 
Near Anaph6, surrounded by the main. 
That mansion for thy children I retain ; 
Soon shall I bid the dimpling .waves display . 
The surface fair, to drink the solar ray**.' 

Buphemus thus recalled to Jason's thought 
The forms of wonder that his vision wrought. 
The chief revolved the prophecies divine, 2770 
In times preceding given from Phoebus* shrine; 
And thus repdies — * No doubt the gods intend. 
That fame immortal shall adorn my friend. 
Their power shall bid the pledge that Triton gave 
Become an isle when trusted to. the wave ; 
Thy children's children shall possess that land. 
Since Triton gave possession to thine hand; 
Triton, for he, of all the' immortal train, 
Bestow'd this portion of the Libyan plain.' 

His answer with Euphemus' thought accords. 
He hastes completion of the' auspicious words ; 
The hailow'd sod into the deep hi9 threw, 2782 
And where it plunged CaUist^ rose to view ; 
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An isle where nature wore her happiest face, 
The sacred nurse, Euphemns, of ^y race. 
That race in after ages Lemnos held, 
By Tuscan inroad from those seats expell'd ; 
The wandering exiles reached Laconia's soil. 
Where generous Sparta own'd their thriving toil. 
The gallant Theras, from Autesion sprung, 2790 
From Sparta led the' adventurous and the young; 
At sweet Callist6 they their wanderings closed. 
And fix'd content their leader's name imposed. 
But these events succeeding time displayed. 
When swift Euphemus was an airy shade; 
From thence &e*adventurers urged their rapid way. 
Till fedr iEgina claim'd a short delay ; 
Though bent on speed they seek the friendlyshores, 
And eager thirst the cooling fount explores ; 
Then rose a harmless strife among the train. 
Who first with water should the vessel gain ; 2801 
While double cause of prompt dispatch they find 
In pressing want, and in the' impetuous wind; 
And hence derived, as ancient story runs, 
A custom lives among Thessalia's sons ; 
And youthful racers urns of water bear. 
As to the goal with active limbs they steer, 

Hail,gallant youths ! hail,bless'd immortal breed. 
Propitious to your poet now proceed ! 
More sweet, more tuneable, from day to day, 2810 
From year to year resound the votive lay ; 
Exulting labour sees the goal appear. 
That aspiration of my soul is near. 
Great heirs of glory^ ever famous throng, 
O may your names immortalize my song ! 
Now let the poet with his heroes rest, 
From weary vigils spare the harassed breast. 

o2 
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By land no perils wait the gallant train. 
No future tempests menace o'er the main ; 
Cecropian hills behold the vessel glide, 2Q20 
With prosperous gale and gently swelling tide. 
Near Aulis then they trace the level brine. 
And Locrian cities of Opuntian line ; 
The bay of Pagasse receives them last, 
With shouts exulting o er the labours pastt 



JfOTES AND OBSERVATIONS 

ON 

BOOK III. 



Line 1. JBratoJ] The poet beinff about to sing 
the loves of Medea and Jason, which had such a 
considerable influence on the success of the Ar- 
gonajitic expedition, with much propriety invokes 
Erato, the muse who was supposed to preside 
over amatory poetry. Virgil, m imitation of our 
autfior, invokes the same muse, when he comes 
to a part of his poem where a love intrigue has 
a considerable share in the action : ' The wrath 
of Tumus for Lavinia disespoused.' — See book 
vii. ver. 37, of the iEneid — Nunc age, qui reges, 
Erato, Sfc. The Muses are said to preside over 
the different departments of science and the fine 
arts. Clio is supposed to have invented history ; 
Thalia (probably from daXAoi, germino) agricul- 
ture, ana the knpwledge of plants ; Euterpe, the 
knowledge of mathematics; Terpsichore, the 
arts of ^ucating youth; Erato, dancing; Po- 
lymnia, playing on the lyre ; Melpomene, sing- 
ing; Urania, astrology, and the knowledge of 
the heavenly bodies; Calliope, poetry. Two 
queries have been suggested (says the Greek 
scholiast), first, why the poet did not invoke the 
Muses at the commencement of his poem; and 
next, why he singles out Erato, and invokea her 
in preference to the other Muses. In answer to 
the first, he says, that it was natural for the poet. 
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at the commencement of the work, to invoke 
Phoebus, the leader and president of the Muses ; 
and besides, it was highly proper to reserve his 
invocation of the Muses, who were held to pre- 
side (in addition to the provinces already enu^ 
merated) over nuptials, and other festive so- 
lemnities, until he came to speak of incidents of 
that nature. It is said, in some of the Orphic 
hymns, ' Mortals never cease to cultivate the 
Muses, for they are the leaders in the choral 
dance and delightsome festivities.* As to the 
second point, Erato, being the Muse who pre- 
sided over the dance, was properly invoked bj 
the poet, when he was about to celebrate the 
nuptials of Medea and Jason, to which dancing 
and other festivities were appropriate. Milton, 
with equal propriety, invokes Urania, to cele-r 
brate divine subjects : 

Descend from heaven, Urania! by that name 
If rightlj thoa a<rt call'd, &c. 

41. My sire produced me.] Jupiter. Apollo-* 
dorus the Athenian has given us a legend of the 
birth of Pallas, which he seems to have borrowed 
from some very ancient poet. * Jupiter, with 
some difficulty, enjoyed Metis, who clunged 
herself into various forms to avoid his embraces. 
When she became pregnant^ he swallowed her ; 
because, he said, she was fated to produce a son, 
after the girl who was first to be bom of her, 
who was destined to become the ruler of heaven. 
Thus Jupiter became pregnant. When the time 
of gestation was expired, Prometheus (or, as 
others say, Vulcan) striking his head with a 
hatchet, near the banks of the river Triton, Mi- 
nerva sprung firom it, clad in armour.* — (ApoHod. 
lib. i. c. iii. ver. 1. edit. Heyne, p. 11.) This 
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fMe seems to intimate, by an allegory, that 
Jove being filled with innate wisdom, which is 
signified by his having swallowed Metis, or 
counsel, displayed his wisdom outwardly joined 
with power, which is meant by Pallas. Hejrne 
supposes that the fables respecting Joye and 
Thetis were afterwards borrowed from the an- 
cient <me respecting Metis. — (See note in Apol- 
lod. 39, 40^) It is observed, by the Scholiast on 
ApoUon. ver. 1310, that it was first related by 
Stesichorus, that Pallas sprung armed from her 
father s head. If this be true, the Hymn to Mi- 
nerva, commonly ascribed to Homer, must be 
more recent than Stesichorus, since it mentions 
this circumstance. It is observed by Heyne 
(ubi tup,), that several different divinities were 
confounded together under the name of Minerva ; 
as the tutelary goddess of Athens ; and Pallas, 
a Libyan and Egyptian deity. 

43. UnskUrd lam, ^Tc] There is a consider- 
able degree of affectation and prudery in this 
speech of Minerva. She professes to aoubt the 
influence and power of love; and boasts her ex- 
emption from bis sway, ij| tiie perfect style and 
manner of an old maid. 

55. Erratic ide.'] The word, in the original, 
is Plancta, on which a doubt may arise, whether 
the forge of Vulcan must be supposed to be 
placed in an island, called Plancta, or in an 
island that floated : as no island of the name of 
Plancta is mentioned by geographers, the latter 
meaning seems to be preferable. The forge of 
the god, according to ancient fable, was situated 
in one of the lipari or Eolian islands — the names 
of which were Strongyle, Euonymus, Lipara, 
Hiera, Did3rme, Encodes, and Phenicodes. 
Homer says fvAayx7i} fyi n^vw, * A floating isle. 
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high raised by skill divine.' — See, in a note pre^ 
ceding, a quotation respecting floating islands. 

65. Wkem her guegts.] Apollonius has evidently 
taken the hint of this visit of the goddesses to 
Venus, from the application of Juno to that god- 
dess in Homer. V irgil has availed himself of the 
assbtance both of Homer and Apollonius, in the 
part which he assigns to Venus and her son, in 
the plot and machinery of the poem. A more 
particular imitation of our poet will appear in 
different passages of Virgil. — See the passages 
in the first .£neid, where Juno influences .^lolus, 
and where Venus instigates her son Cupid to 
inspire Dido with a passion for ^neas. Virgil 
seems to have had this conversation, between 
Juno and Minerva on the one part, and Venus 
on the other, particularly in his recollection, 
when, in the fourth book, he introduced a con- 
versation between Juno and Venus. The pas- 
sage in the text of Apollonius, which shows the 
goddess as entering and finding Venus employed 
in combing her locks, is imitated by Claudian; 
who says, speaking of Venus : 

Cesariem tarn forte Venas sabnixa oorasco 
Fingebat solio, dextriL leviqae sorores 
Stabant Idaliee, &c. 

87, Even should he try,] Juno endeavours to 
give the strongest proot of her attachment to 
Jason, by saying that she would befriend him 
even in an attempt to loose Ixion, who had most 
particularly offended and insulted her, and was 
doomed to punishment for a gross outrage against 
her. — (See Hyginus, fab. 62.) Ixion was father 
to Pirithous. 

89. Pelias,'] Juno, as has been already men- 
tioned, had particular reason for being displeased 
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with Pelias, who had neglected her worship: 
and the deities, according to ancient mythology, 
nerer foq^ye such slights. 

96. In shape deformed and okL] It was the 
<^iinion of the ancients, that the gods used often, 
for the purpose of proving the piety of men, to 
assume the mortal shape. Thus Homer, Odyss. 
xyii. yer. 485 ; and see Ovid, Met. lib. i. yer. 212. 
See, too, the fable of Baucis and Philemon. 

119. T%y soH.'] There are different genealogies 
of love. ApoUonius makes him the son of Venus ; 
Sappho styles him the son of Earth and Heaven ; 
Simonides the son of Mars and Venus : * Cruel 
and deceitful son of Venus, whom she bore to 
treacherous Mars.' .Ibycus and Hesiod make 
loye the offspring of Chaos. In the Theogony it 
is said ; * Chronus or Saturn produced loye> and 
all the winds.' 

136. Menaces retmmt.'] This passage puts one 
in mind of the hJtAe, which is the grounawork of 
the Adone of Marino. Venus chastises her son 
Cupid with a rod of roses; and he, in revenge, 
pierces his mother's bosom with an arrow, futd 
makes her fall in love with Adonis. 

'Can flagello di rote iDsieme ftttorte, 
C hiTea gnppi de ipine cha il percoiiCy 
E de bei membri onde si dolc« sorte 
Fe le TiTftci porpore pin rosse 
Tnmaro i poll e la gtellata eorte 
A qoel fiero Tagir totU si BOMe 
Mosse si il ciel che pio d*unor infaate 
Teme il faror, cbe di Tifeo gigante. 

AdomB £ Marimo. 

166. Power oflove,'] The circumstances related 
by ApoUonius, of CujMd and Ghinjrmede ];^aying 
at dice, and Venus bribing Cufnd with a couple 
of golden balls, though they might shine in an 



100 APOLLONIUS RHODIUS. 

^ignuB, or an Anacreontic ode, ure too light 
nd tmiml to be admitted into an epic poem. 
Prior, wlio has made a most pleasing use of an- 
cient mytiiology , alludes to tlus fable in his poem 
of Cnpid and Ganymede. It must be allowed^ 
howerer, that there is uncommon prettiness/ 
gjnce, and ingenuity^ in the fiction of Apollonius t 
it is like the gay and sportive paintings of Albano^ 
which are fuU of little naked laughing loves. 

158. Tke Hiiie.'] There is an ambiguity in the 
phrase in the original, 'Asioycods Aio^. It may 
either mean, * remote or apart from Joye, in a 
flowery enclosure/ or (others being understood) 
it will mean, that * she found him, apart from the 
cnrowdyin a flowery enclosure of Jupiter, peculiarly 
sacred to that deity.' — Gr. Scho« 

150. CfamfmedeJ] Homer says, th&t Gany* 
mede was carried off, not by Jupiter alone, but 
by all the gods ; and he ascribes this act, not to 
any improper attachment, but merely to their 
wish to employ him as cupbearer to the gods. 
. 191. Sinusk with hit bemUy.] This was a Cre- 
tan fable ; and, as such, Plato takes notice of it 
in his first book on Laws ; and says, therefore, 
HavtBg auroy Kalriiyo(8[My, We all explode and 
reprobate it, for falsity and impudence, accord- 
ing to the saying of the poet, K^eg cusi ^evcreu. — 
* The Cretans always liars.' — Yet, the scholiast 
on the fourth book of the Iliad explains this fable 
in an allegorical sense. — Haelzlinus. 

164. Jranton.] Or madding, Mapyo; '^^^' 
by metonymy, because he renders wanton. Thus 
we have frantic Bacchus, and Homer has ' pale 
fear.' — Gr. Scho. 

184. Beauteous toy.] The poet has made the 
toy or bijou, which Venus offers to her son, a 
plaything truly worthy of a divinity, Imd fit to 
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have amused the sovereign of the gods in his 
infancy. It seems to have been a miniature of 
an annillary sphere. It was composed of a 
number of concentrio circles. 

185. IdiBan cave.] It is doubtful whether this 
cave was in Crete or in Mount Ida, near Troy ; 
both the Cretans and Trojans claiming the honoar 
of giving birth and nurture to Jove in his infancy^ 
as Demetrius Scepsius asserts. — (6r. Scho.) 
The claims of the Phrygians, however, seem to 
be best founded ; as they were the most ancient. 
The volumes of Greece and Rome abound with 
records of the Phrygians. Arrian tells us^ that 
they were the oldest of mankind* Their religious 
madness, in the worship of Cybele, renders them 
very remarkable in classic story. They were 
also remarkable for effeminacy. We have their 
character beautifully drawn by Virgil, in the 
conUnst which he gives in the ninth ^neid, be- 
tween them and the ancient Tuscans ; ver. 614, 
et seq, 

186. Adraste.] Adrast6 or Adrastea, tocher 
with Ida, was the nurse of Jove when an mfant 
in Crete. They fed him with milk of Amalthea. 
Callimachus, Hymn to Jove, ver. 47, says — 
* Adrastia lulled thee to rest in a golden cradle.' 
This play^ing was worthy of an infant Jupiter. 

201. 7%e gathered playthings, SfcJ] All this, 
and what follows, is wonderfully pretty and in- 
genious, though not altogether in the taste and 
style of the higher poetry. The puerile manners 
of Cupid are well marked and justly preserved : 
his eagerness to gain possession of the toy, and 
the unwillingness of V enus to give it until he 
had actually earned it (as well knowing the ma- 
lignity and duplicity of him she had to deal 

VOL. II. p 
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With), aie admirably characteristic^ and findy 
described. 

222. From ike abode ofJooe^ In- this and the 
following yerses, the poet imitates a passage of 
IbycuSy in his ode to Gorgias, in which he speaks 
of the nwe of Ganymede, and gives a descrip- 
tion of lithonus being carried off by Aurora. — 
Gr. Scho. 

224. A Mkfing poih^ It is not improbable 
that Milton, from this slopmg path, took his 
idea of the sloping sunbeam beiuing the angel 
downward in his passage to earth: ' which (as 
the poet says) bore him slope downwards.' The 
passages of Miltqn are. Paradise Lost, book iy. 
I. 655; and agiun, 589. 

240. Jtuon tkiu^ The following speech is 
highly in character, and marks the prudent and 
cautious character of Jason. 

264. And tnwrderom rUetA The means, by 
which Ino endeayoured to destroy her step- 
children, the offspring of Athamas by Nephele, 
were as follows : She contriyed by some means 
to bum up the haryest, and there being a great 
scarcity in the district in consequence, Athamas 
sent to consult the Pythian oracle. The priests, 
being corrupted by Ino, replied, that he must 
sacrifice his son Phryxus. Virgil seems to have 
formed, on this legend, some of the circum- 
stances of his story of Sinon, in the second 
£neid: Adytis hoc irigtia dicta reportat, sour- 
guine placasHs, ^Tc. — Gr. Scho. and HfcUinuc. 

276. From Ciret famed, S^c] The Circeaa 
plain was a large open space of ground near the 
city of Mbl. It took its name from Circ^-; who, 
according to some accounts, was the sister of 
.£etes, being the daughter of the Sun; accord* 
ing to others, the daughter of .S!etes and Hecat§, 
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wd sister of Medea. This Hecat6 was the daugh- 
ter of Perses. Dionysius, the Milesian , concurs 
in the latter account; and adds, that two sons 
were bom to Apollo, or the sun, in those regions : 
the name of the one, Perses; of the other. 
Metes, iEetes reigned oVer the Golchians and 
the Maeotis; Perses, oyer the Tauric Cherso* 
nesus. This prince married a certain woman of 
the country, and by her had a daughter named 
Hecat6. Hecate is said to have shown an un- 
common predilection for masculine sports, to 
have been yery much addicted to hunting, and 
to haye discoyered the properties and uses of 
poisonous and deadly roots and herbs. Of this 
knowledge she ay ailed herself, in poisoning her 
own father; a parent fit to produce Circ^ and 
Medea. Circ^, the elder daughter, is fabled to 
haye eyen surpassed her mother Hecat6, nor 
was Medea inferior to her. Hesiod makes Circ^ 
the daughter of the Sun, in the yerses where he 
says, * Circ^, the daughter of the heayenly Sun, 
bore in loye to the much enduring Ulysses, 
Agrius and Latinus, blameless and puissant.' — 
Gt. Scho. 

284. Crude hides,] This is a remarkable pas^ 
sage, respecting the funeral rites of the ancient 
Colchians ; the reader will find it quoted, in a 
yery curious article, in the Monthly Magazine 
for July, 1802, p. 540 ; a translation of the proems 
verbal of the disinterment of the kings and queens 
of France at St. Denis. ' On the nineteenth 
was opened the tomb, which contained the body 
of Lewis YIII. father of St. Lewis, who died in 
Noyember, 1226. The body had been wrapped 
in a mantle of gold tissue, and in this dress (ad 
been buried, sewed up in yery thick leather, 
which still retained all its elasticity. At St. 
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Germain des Pr^ a body was discovered, wluch 
had been buried in a similar manner. But a re- 
markable difference must be observed betweeti 
the practice of the ancient Colchians and the 
Pansian accounts ; the Colchians suspended the 
dead bodies in the air, whereas, by the Parisian 
account, they were interred. 

280. Varums cttffoms.] , These extraordinary 
rites of the Colchians are mentioned by £lian in 
his fourth book; the earth and air are said to be 
the principal objects of their worship. 

291. JwM »kr(mdM,'\ This is imitated from the 
fourth book of the Odyssey, where Pallas spreads 
a veU of thick air around Ulysses : 

<■ Propitioos PtUu, to seoore her oare, 
Arooiid him threw e toU of thickened air. 

Virgil avails himself of these passages, and makes 
Venus afford a similar protection to ^neas, on 
his way to Carthage. 

At Venaa obsoaro ^adientes aere sepsit, 
Et moUo nebnlsB oircom dea fadit amicto. 

There is a peculiar propriety in the appropriation 
of this fiction by Apollonius. Juno oeing made 
frequently to signify the air in ancient mytho- 
logy, she is more aptly and philosophic^ly em- 
ployed in producing a cloud and niist tbaa either 
Minerva or Venus. Besides, Ja^op, who ivas 
pn a perilous enterprise, and exposed to the rage 
of a jealous and ferocious people, had more need 
of this protection than either Ulysses or ]Eneas. 
305. Four springs,'] Compare yrith this passage 
ver. 68, and the foliowing, of the Odyssey, lib. v. 
TThe description of the grotto of Calypso : 

Foar limpid fountains from the clefts distil, 
And e.Tery fpantain is a separate rill. Pope. 

d09. Pleiades.} The Oreek Scholiast here 
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Uames ApoUonius for want of precision, inas- 
much as there are two lisings and two settings 
of the Pleiades, as of all uie fixed stars ; the 
true rising and setting, and the heliacal rising 
and setting : the latter of which is more strictly 
the emersion oat of, or immersion into, the sun^ 
rays. And the ohjection of the Scholiast is^ 
that the poet has not specified to us which of 
them had the effect he mentions on the springs. 
But, as Ha&lzlinus truly observes, if we were to 
analyze all poetical descriptions thus scrupu-J 
lously , scarcely any of the ancient writers would 
be free from blame. The strictly minute and 
technical description would betray too much 
exactness, and take off from the dignity and 
poetical spirit of the passage. It would, in fact, 
savour- more of the historian, or the naturalist, 
than of the poet. Indeed, few modern poets 
could bear this sort of hypercritical observation. 
The Pleiades, from whom the stars in question 
take their name, are said to have been the daugh- 
ters of Adas and Plione, who was the daughter 
of Ocean. They are said by some to have taken 
their name from their mother; but the better 
opinion is, that it comes from a word which de- 
notes fulness or pleonasm ; because the appear- 
ance of the Pleiades, taken together, in their 
different vicissitudes, indicate the fulness of the 
year, as composed of summer and winter. They 
are always said to avoid Orion, and pursue a 
course contrary to his. The reason is given 
thus: — it is said in ancient fables, that Orion 
having met Plione, vrith her daughters, in Boeotia, 
fell in love with the mother. Their flight from 
his violence was incessant ; until, at last, they 
were changed into stars, which still continue to 
fly from Orion. — (Gr. Scho.) The Pleiades were 

p2 
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called, in Latins VirgUuB: from the yemal season 
when they rise. They rise about the vernal equi- 
nox , and set in autumn. Some derive the name 
of Pleiades from wktw^ * to sail;' because these 
stars were observed, with peculiar anxiety, by 
those who were about to sail on voyages ; as the 
heliacal rising of the Pleiades was conunonly 
attended by storms. These Pleiades are small 
stars, in the neck of Taurus. There were origi- 
nally seven' of them, as appears from various 
ancient writers; but one of them must have dis- 
appeared in the course of time, since at present 
only six of them are observable. The largest of 
these stars is of the third magnitude, and is called 
Lucida Pleiadum, The evening rising of the 
Pleiades — the rising is the appearance of a star, 
after having been concealed by the sun; and the 
evening rising is, when it appears in the evening 
after the setting of the sun. 

The names of the Pleiades, according to an- 
cient mythology, were Maia, Electra, Tayget^, 
Asterope, Merope, Halcyone, andCelano. They 
were called Atlantides, rrom their father Atlas. 
They were carried off, it is said, into captivity, 
by busiris, king of Egypt. Hercules, having 
conquered this prince, restored them to their 
father. It was after this that they were perse- 
cuted by Orion. 

316. Brazen hoofs.l Pherecydes agrees with 
ApoUonius, in saying that these bulls had hoofs 
of brass, and breathed fire. — Gr. Scho. 

317. Plough.] In the original 'Auroyuoy.— 
There were, among the ancients, two lands of 
ploughs, 'Aurovuoy, which was all of one piece; 
and IlttxToy, wnich had the sock or tail, the part 
into which the coulter or ploughshare was in- 
serted, fitted to the pole ; that part of the plough 
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whiiihy with the yoke, went on the necks of the 
cattle. The cutting part of the plough was called 
'vfigf from Off a swine, because it turned up the 
soil, like the swine's snout; and, perhaps, re- 
sembled it in form. The ploughtail, in which 
the share was inserted, was called kXvfjM. The 
piece of wood which stretched from the plough- 
tail to the oxen, was called ywis. The part 
which the ploughman held, and on which he 
kaned, and turned the plough, was called 'loro- 
jSocvf . The part of the yoke which was put on 
the necks of the oxen was called ^wyXai, or 
IMor^afia. Such was the composition of the 
vnixJov, The duroyuov, as has been already ob- 
served, had the pole and ploughtail all in one 
piece.---(Gr. Scho.) The reader will find an 
ample description of a plouffh in the Works and 
D^sof Hesiod, ver. 427,-T-And see the Georgics 
of Virgil, lib. i. ver. 169 and 199 : and the learned 
notes and disquisitions of Professor Heyne on 
the passage; where the structure and component 
parts of the ancient plough are critically and mi- 
nutely considered, and various writers are enu- 
merates! who throw a light on this subject. 

320. PhlegrnBanJ] Phlegra was an extensive 
plain near the city of Pallene, in the Chersonese 
of Thrace ; or, according to others, in Thessaly ; 
where the battle between the gods and the giants 
is said to have been fought.^See Gr. Scho.) 
The same region seems to have been called, at 
different times, both Phlegra fmd Pallene ; the 
region of Pallene bore evident marks of the ruin 
occasioned by the intestine commotions of earth- 
quakes and subterranean fires. Hence this place 
was made the scene of the battles between the 
gods and giants. The name of Phlegra was in 
aftertimes transferred to other places which ex- 
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hibitied the ravage of intestiiiie fires ; thus there 
were Pfalegraean plains near Cumte, in Italy, a 
country subject at all times to shocks of earth- 
quakes ; where some also lay the scene of these 
famous battles of the giants. — See Strabo, book v. 
in different passages. Others place the Phlegr?ean 
plains, and the combats of the giants, at Tar- 
tes^us, in the extreme western part of Europe.-^ 
See Heyne, not. in ApoUod. p. 70. 

330. Asterodea.] The author of the Naupactica 
calls her £urylyte. Dionysius, the Milesian, 
says that Hecat6 (as has been already menti- 
oned) was the mother of Medea and Circ^. So- 
phocles assigns them, as their parent, Neera, 
one of the Nereids. Hesiod says, ' JEJetes, son 
of the resplendent god who enlightens mortals 
by the will of the gods, wedded the beautiful 
layia.' Epimenides says, that JEetes was a 
Corinthian by descent, and that his mother was 
£phyr6. Diophanes, in his History of Pontus, 
book i. says, that Antiope was the mother of 
iEetes ; and that Absyrtus was own brother to 
Medea, and the eldest child of iEetes, by Aste- 
rodea, the daughter of Oceanus and Tethys. 

376. Billets sere.] Milton, ' Ivy never sere.' 
Shakspeare, * The sere, the yellow leaf.' 

382. The breeze by rustics.] Virgil describes 
this insect, Georgic. iii. ver. 147. His translator 
uses the word ' breeze.' It is also employed by 
Merrick; version of Tryphiodorus. 

385. Shaft untried.] This passage is imitated 
from the fourth Iliad, where Pandarus is repre- 
sented as shooting an arrow, which had never 
been discharged before, at Menelaus. — See ver. 
117. 

404. Smothered brand.] ApoUonius seems here 
to have had in his recollection a passage of Ho- 
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ner, Odyss. y. 488. Virgil has obviously imi- 
tated oor poet, in iEneid yiii. ret, 406. 

411. PenueiouM love.'] So Virgil, JEneid iy. 
▼er. OT. 

430. SiMierCiret.'] Our poet, following Hesiod, 
says that Phcdbns conyeyed bis dauffbler Circ^, 
in his chariot, to an bland which lay on the 
Tuscan coast; where she settled in Italy, which 
took the name of Hesperia, from its western si- 
tuation, in respect of Greece and Asia. The 
pnNBontory otCirceum, now Circeii, took its 
name from Ciro^. See, with respect to this sub- 
ject, a subsequent note. 

496. i^peecAof^elet.] The haughty, ferocious, 
inhospitable, and suspicious chars^r of the Col- 
chian long, is well preserved in this passage. He 
does not seem to be inwardly well pleased, even 
with the return of his grandsons. He deigns to 
address them alone; and examines them yeiy 
strictly respectmg their companions. And Lyd- 
gate makes .£etes giye a much more courteous 
reception to Jason.---(See Warton, Hist. Poet ii. 
p. 88.) When Jason arrives at Colchos, he is 
entertained by long .£etes in a Gothic castle. 
Amadis or Lancelot were never conducted to 
their fairy duunbers with more ceremony or so- 
lemnity. He is led through many a hall and 
many a tower, by many a star, to a sumptuous 
apartment, whose walls, richly painted with the 
histories of ancient heroes, ^tered with gold and 
azure. 

Throogfa many a halle, aad ■wny a ricluD t«wre, 
Bj mmmj a toarae, and bmdj diren waje. 
By Baajr a gree jmade of marble graj. 
And ia his ehambri, englosed bright aod elearei 
That dioae foil shene with gold aod with asoxe. 
Of Bao J iaage that ther was io pictore. 

See I^ydgate's Troy Book, a translation from 
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Colonna's prose history. In Mr. Ellis^s Speci- 
mens of early English Poetry, more lines are 
quoted, descriptive of the ceremonial used by 
tne Colchian monarch after Jason's first audi- 



ence. 



Bat first of all, this mightj man Jason, 
Assigned was bj the lunge anon . 
For to sitte at his owne horde ; 
And Hercnles, that was so great a lord, 
Was sette also faste bj his side. 

437. Before his brothers, SfcJ] Argus was in 
haste to speak before his brothers, from an ap- 
prehension that they might be frank and un- 
guarded, and make some answer that should dis- 
close too much, and compromise the safety of 
Jason and his companions, together with their 
ship.. Orpheus, in his Argonautics (see yer. 775) 
diners somewhat from ApoUonius in his account 
of the meeting of the Mmyae and the Colchian 
king. He represents him as terrified by inaus- 
picious dreams, calling his children round him, 
and, having ascended his chariot, hasting to the 
banks of the Phasis, with his daughters, to meet 
the Argonauts. 

477. Far have they wandered,] Virgil has imi-r 
tated this passage, ^neid i. ver. 2. 

611. lay tabk.'] The rites of hospitality and 
the table were held sacred among the ancients, 
in the heroic ages particularly. And this spirit 
of hospitality prevails at this day all through the 
east. Insomuch that among the wandering Arabs, 
who subsist by robbery and violence, if a person 
can contrive to eat and drink with them, he is 
thenceforward respected as a guest, and exempt- 
ed from all danger of outrage. 

516. Lies — blasphemies.] Because Argus had 
said that Telamon was descended fix>m Jove, and 
that all the followers of Jason could trace their 
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pedigree to some diyine origin. Telamon, in con- 
sequence, shows peculiar resentment. 

526. No hostile purpose.] Virgil has imitated 
this passage. JEneid i. yer. 527. 

5^. Thy kingJ] Xetes lays an emf^asis on 
the words ' thy king/ to taunt and insult Jason, 
as being his inferior. He reminds him, that he 
is a vassal and a dependant, acting, not from 
himself or for his own benefit, but in subjection 
to the commands of another. 

570. Silent the hero.] The picture of the feel- 
ings and conduct of Jason is natural and beau- 
tiful ; and highly characteristic of the prudence 
and good sense which the poet uniformly ascribes 
to his hero. Jason sees all the difficulties of his 
situation. His mind is not free from fear ; but, 
by an effort of resolution and prudence, he con- 

3uers or conceals his emotion. His answer is 
iscreet and short. An inferior poet would have 
thought this a fine opportunity of shining; and 
mieht have put into the mouth of Jason a speech 
full of rant and bravado, and made him accept 
the proffered trial without any hesitation. But 
would this have been equally true to nature ? 

594. JEttes thus.] The ferocity and pride of 
the Colchian king are finely represented here, 
and are happily contrasted with the steady mild- 
ness of Jason. 

603. Held her veil.] The description of Medea 
holding her veil aside, and taking a sidelong and 
stealthy glance at the graceful stranger, is very 
natural, and beautifully described. 

607. Dream.] With eager, yet unavailing and 
painful endeavour — 

Neqoicqaam ariclos extendere oorsos 



Velle videmar, et in mediis conatibos egri 
Sacoidimas. Lucretius. 
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014. Ahtent Jiuon."] Virgil has followed tbi9 
passage of our author closely, in the fourth book 
of the ^neid, ver 3. 

The following picture of Medea's growing pas-* 
sion is not inelegant : 

For at she SAt at meat, tiioogh in that tide,- 
Her father aext, and Jason bj her side. 
All soddenlj her fresh and rosen hoe 
Foil oftetime gan changen and renew. 
An hondred sithes it a fittle space. 
For now the bloode from her goodlj ftic^ 
Unto her heart nnwarelj gan avale ; 
And therewithal she waxeth dead and pate :' 
And eft anon (who thereto gan take heed) 
ber hoe retarneth into goodly red. 

It is given by L^dgate, in liis Troy Book, and 
quoted by EUis, in bis Specimens of early Eng- 
lish Poetry, vol. i. 

639. Daughter of PersesJ] Hecat^. Her mo-^ 
ther was Asteria. — Apoll. Some make her the 
daughter of Jove. In the Orphic Hymns her 
genealogy is deduced from Ceres : — ' Then Ceres 
bore Hecate the divine.* Bacchylides makes her 
the daughter of Night. ' Hecate, daughter of 
the torch-bearing and vast bosom*d Night 1' 
Musaeus makes her the daughter of Asteria and 
Jove: Pherecydes makes her the daughter of 
Aristeus, the son of Paeon. Some books call 
the father of Hecat6, Perses; others, Perseus. 

655. Hast then not heard, Sfc] The poet has 
not given us this conversation, in which Argus 
is supposed to have had in view^ and represented 
to Jason, the magical acquirements of Medea. 

693. Peletts at lengthA The poet seems to have 
had in view that part of the seventh Iliad, ver. 
161 and 199, where Hector challenges some 
Grecian champion to single combat. The host 
is at first dismayed ; but, at the reproach of 
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Nestor, a number of heroes afterwards arise and 
offer themselves. 

723. From every drug^l Virgil's description of 
the magical powers of the Massylian priestes» 
(£neid ir. ver. 487) is manifestly borrowed from 
the passage in the text. 

757. Idas alone,'] Here a^ain the poet shows 
Ihis attention to the preservation of character , and 
jhis skill in discriminating its shades from each 
»ther. Peleus and Idas are both brave; but 
[their bravery has different features^ There is a; 
jallantr^ and generosity about Peleus, while Idas 
is ferocious, envious, and contemptuous. The 
behaviour of many of the Minyee, who are repre" 
sented as secretly approving the speech of Idas, 
is very natural. Tne populace are usually dis- 
^ posed to applaud violent counsels. 

768. Deep resetUmeni.] It appears that Jason 
was moved with an extraordinary degree of 
shame and indignation, at the scornful and in^ 
suiting manner in whieh Idas spoke. 

798. Son of MaiaJ] Virgil nas imitated this 
passage in the first iEneid, ver. 303. The son of 
Maia is dispatched by Jupiter to render Dido fa- 
vourable to the Trojans. 

Regina qaietiRB 

Accipit in Teacros aniinam, mentemqae benignam. 

821. Sole cause of fear, "^ The confidence of 
jSSetes, that no danger could possibly arise to 
him from his daughters, the very source of his 
danger, i« unco^imonly artful and happy, and 
truly in the spirit of tragedy. The passage be- 
fore us reminds us of that in Shakapeare, nviiere 
he says, after having ei^perienced the unliindness 
of Gonerill : * Yet have I left a daughter — I can 
be happy — I can stay with Began — I and my 
hundred knights.' 

VOL. 11. Q 
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843. FinoR«.] The dream af Medea is beau- 
tifully imagined, and highly natural. It is made 
up of circumstances which might be supposed 
to have occurred to the mind of Medea while 
she was waking: at the same time, it is well 
calculated for disposing her to pursue the con- 
duct which, in fact, she afterwards adopts. The 
dream of £ye, in Paradise Lost, has the same 
apposite felicity. 

873. But why.] The solicitude of Medea, to 
impose on herself, and blind her eyes, eyen to 
her own motives and feelings, by ascribing to 
sisterly affection what she does, under the influ- 
ence of her passion for Jason, is very natural ; 
and shows that Apollonius had a profound know- 
ledge of the human heart. It is also very inge- 
nious, and well imagined in the poet, to make 
the love of Ghalciope for her children subser- 
vient to the plot of the fable. She is thus in- 
duced to meet the wishes of her sister half way. 
And this concurrence of Ghalciope, in the secret 
views of Medea, and even anticipation of her 
unsettled designs, emboldens the latter to give 
way to her passion without control ; and to re- 
veal to Jason the secret of her heart, at which 
she herself at first started with abhorrence. 

889. Trembling steps.] Orpheus, in his Argo- 
nautics, gives a very different account of the 
feelings and behaviour of Medea; and, certainly, 
by much a less natural and interesting one. Or- 
pheus, indeed, represents the Colchian^ princess 
as a bold and forward wanton, without any sense 
of decorum. (See Orph. Argon, ver. 874.) He 
exhibits her there as possessed with amorous 
fury; going unsolicited and boldly to the ship, 
and offering herself to the wishes of Jason ; as 
disregarding alike the anger of her fe,ther, and 
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the ties of shame; as throwing herself on the 
neck of Jason, and kissing his face and bosom. 
How much has the poet improved on this, by 
introducing the conflicts of Medea with her fatal 
passion ! How much more beautiful and interest- 
ing, and, at the same time, more consonant to 
the decorum of the female character, and to the 
digDitv of a princess, as well as more agreeable 
to probability, is the conduct of the enamoured 
virgin, as delineated by ApoUonius ! 

d35. nai land mine might JleeJ] This speech 
of Chalciope is very artfully mtroduced, to en- 
courage Jnedea in her passion. The idea of fly- 
ing away to some distant region, where she might 
never more expect to see her father's roof, or 
hear the name of Colchos, is calculated to render 
Medea more communicative, and serves to pre- 
pare the way, and dispose her to the thoughts of 
Dying with the Argonauts. The share ^hich 
ApoUonius here ascribes to Chalciope, in lead- 
ing her sister to disregard the voice of prudence, 
and concur in the wishes of Jason, seems to have 
suggested to Virgil the part which he ascribes to 
Anna, the sister of Dido, in making her the chief 
instrument by which the queen is brought to 
abandon herself blindly to her fatal passion. 

947. The an$wer of MedeaJ] There is much ar- 
tifice and ingenuity shown by the poet in the 
speeches of the two sisters ; each doubtful of the 
other, and not fully acquainted with her secret 
feelings and disposition. Thus there is a sort of 
trial of skill between diem : the one, actuated by 
maternal tenderness and anxiety for the safety 
of her children ; the other, by love. The supe- 
rior artifice of Medea, however, prevails; and 
she has the address to make the proposal, for 
their assisting Jason, come from Chalciope ; and 
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to make her sister offer what she feared to de-^ 
mand. 

974. To vex thy rest,'] Virgil has imitated these 
Unes in the fourth ^^eid, yer. 385 i 

Et cam firigida mora anim& seda^j^erit «rta«» 
OmoiboB ambra locis adero, dabis jmprobe paenas. 

The ancients had the same popular superstitipn 
which yet prevails so generally, that tne spirits 
of departed persons return to earth, to haunt and 
pla^e those who injure and oppress them. Such, 
according to Horace, was the power of the 
Manes. Apuleius, in his book on the god of 
Socrates, explains at large the power of the soul, 
in its state of separation from the body. 

969. Earth,'] Here the word is taken to sigr 
nify ' earth,' as a divinity. 

1014. Thy sons.] How beautiful and natural 
are the sentiments and conduct of Medea ! With 
what art and delicacy does she endeavour to im- 
pose on her sister and herself, and to set down 
the part which she acts to the account of natural 
affection ! This is a delineation worthy of Shak- 
speare. 

1016. Davyhter.] Chalciope being so irnich 
older than Medea, that she had assisted in her 
education; the latter naturally says, that she 
considers her in the light of sister and parent at 
once. 

1033. Now myht^ Compare with this Virgil*s 
famous description of night, in the fourth book 
of the .^eid, ver. 522. It is not easy to decide 
between them. The description of V irgil is in 
a higher tone, more grand and nxi^estic; that of 
our poet is more amiable, more tender, and 
affecting. The circumstance of the fond mother 
even ceiising to mourn her lost children is very 
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sweet and natural. In fine, Virgil has imitated 
Apollonius so ht^piiy as to leave it doubtful 
whether most praise is due to the original or the 
copy. There is a very beautiful description of 
night in Theocritus, Idyll, ii. ver. 38. Milton 
also has a similar description in Paradise Lost;. 

Silence accompanied, for bird and beast, &o. 

The sweetness, and softness of the foregoing line 
are observable. 

1054. TrembiiM lymj^.] Virgil was struck 
with the beauty of this simile, and has imitated 
it; J£n. viii. ver. 22. 

But the similes are employed for very different 
purposes. Apollonius means only to illustrate 
the quick palpitation of Medea*s heart, within 
her bosom : Virgil proceeds further, and applies 
the comparison to illustrate the movements of 
the mind; to show the uncertainty and quickness 
of thoughts- glancing from one subject to another. 

1086. For Greece.] Literally the Achaian land. 

1112. ■Pendukm.'] Hanging seems to have been 
the favourite death with the female suicides of 
antiquity. Jocasta dies in that manner in So- 
phocles; so does the wife of Cizycus, in the 
first book of our poet. It was natural, however, 
that the alternative of taking poison should 
occur to Medea, who was so skiliul in the pre- 
paration and power of noxious dni^s. 

1127. £%6 ceased.] The uncertamty and con- 
flicts in the mind of Medea are admirably 
described. How natural too is it, that, at the 
very moment when she is about to destroy her- 
self, all the terrors of death, and all the charms 
of existence, should rush upon her mind ! 

1158. To mark th^ approach,] So Virgil, 
IBja. iv. ver. 586. 

Q2 
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' 1178. VamaKd every care.'] Either from femi- 
nine yanitv, because she was delighted to see 
herself Iook so well in her fine clothes, or be- 
cause the thoughts of love, and the prospect of 
an interview with Jason, banished all other con- 
siderations from her mind. 

1180. Evils of the future,'] When she should 
be despised and rejected by the ingratitude of 
Jason. Poets are fond of these prophetic anti- 
cipations. 
' 1180. Promethmi£ name.] Herba Promethea. 
It was supposed to spring from the blood of 
Prometheus, which flowed to the ground as the 
vulture preyed upon his liver. This plant was 
supposed to possess many extraordinary proper- 
ties, and was much used in magical rites and in- 
cantations. Its juice was black, its flower 
something like that of the crocus, and of ^e 
same colour; and by the description given of the 
root, which was forked, it much resembled the 
circa or mandragora. In an allegorical sense, 
this herb may signify reason, which subdues the 
fiery emotions of the soul. A similar sense may 
be ascribed to the Moly of Homer ; the gqlden 
bough of Virgil; the K^^sjt^yoy, or fiUet of 
Ulysses ; the Porphyris oi Agamemnon ; Vale- 
rius Flaccus (book vii. ver. 355) has introduced 
Medea as employing this herb in incantations. 
Propertius talks of a potent herb, which he calls 
Promethean, the effect of which was to produce 
antipathy and hatred. 

iDvidiae samas ; nam me deus obniit P an qaae 
Seota Frometheis diridit herba jngis. 

The mention of these opinions of the ancients, 
respecting the power of nerbs, in charms and in- 
cantations, shows that they are not unlike the 
popidar opinions which prevail very generally at 
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llib day. The reader can hardly avoid recol- 
lectingy on this occasion, the beautiful fiction in 
the Midsummer Nightfs Dream of Shakspeare, 
respecting the use of the two flowers; pne of 
which h^d the power of producing love^ the 
other hatred. 

1103. Penephone.'] It is, in the original, ' Sole 
begotten' Daira, qtuui Daiera, from the Greek 
verb ^cueiy, ^ to burn/ from the light of torches , 
which were used in the solejoin rites of Hec^t^. 
' To whom the secret flj^mes of midnight torches 
bums, mysterious dame.' 

1201. VauctisiaH.'] Caucasus is called, by Pro- 
pertius, the Promethean mountain, because Pro- 
metheus was there chained : and the magic herbs, 
for which it was famous, were said to have sprung 
from his blood. See a preceding note. 

1212. Corycium,] A mountain and district of 
Cilicia, where the best saffron was anciently pro- 
duced. Strabo mentions it in his fourth book. . 
The juice of this root was preserved, in shells, 
from the Caspian strand, because that shore was 
supposed to produce cockle-shells of an uncom^ 
mon size. The poet, to excite the attention of 
the reader and create a greater interest, makes 
every thing respecting the charms and medica- 
ments of Medea extraprdinary and marveUous^ 
r— See Gr. Scho. 

121 4. Brif/u).] Heeat6 was called Brimo, which 
peans something tremendous and appalling, from 
the spectres and phantasms which were supposed 
to be attendant on her. 

1221. Plant of Titan^] So called, because it 
sprang from the blood of Prometheus, who was 
or the race of Titans. — Gr. Scho* 

1224. Screams.] Hence seems to have arisen 
the vulgar tradition, that screams and lamentable 
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cries are heard, when the roots of mandrakes ar^ 
plucked out of the ground. Shakspeare alludes 
to this notion when he says, 

Shrieks like mandrakes torn oat of the earth. 

1235. Parthenius,'] A river of Paphlagonia; 
so called from Diana, the goddess of chastity. 

1236. Amnisus, A river and city of Crete, sa- 
cred to Dian. — See Callimachus (Hymn to Ar- 
temis, ver. 15.) 

1237. Virgin Dian.] Apollonius has imitated 
this simile, from the sixth oook of the Odyssey. 
•Homer there applies it to Nausicaa, wim her 
fair attendants. Virgil has endeavoured to im- 
prove both on Homer and Apollonius; when, 
speaking of Dido and her train passing through 
darthage, he says, 

Qaalis in Earots ripis ant per jaga Cjnthi 
Exercet Diana choros, qaam nuUe secnte 
Hino atqae glomerantur Oreades. 

The simile of Apollonius is more original and 
ingenious, and at the same time more apposite 
and descriptive, than that of Virgil. The Latin 
poet merely describes a beautiful woman, with a 
numerous train of attendants. In our poet all 
the circumstances concur most exactly. Diana 
is a virgin, so is Medea; the princess is borne 
rapidly along, so is the goddess; and, in both 
cases, the attendant nymphs run after their mis- 
tresses. The circumstance of the beasts sporting 
and gamboling, at sight of the goddess, is very 
noble and beautiful. Milton, it appears, was 
peculiarly struck with it; and has imitated it in 
his Paradise Lost, where he represents the beasts 
fawning round our first parents in Paradise. 

1291. Endowments rare] This passage is imi- 
tated by Ovid, Met. lib. vii. ver. 84. Apollonius 



NOTES ON BOOK III/ 181 

hinmelf has imitated a passage in the Odyssey; 
where Homer represents Minerva improymff the 
appearance of Ulysses, and adding grace and 
majesty to his foVm. Virgil, in imitation of 
Homer and ApoUonius, makes Venus adorn her 
son. iEneid i. yer. 589. 

1303. Ciaps her sable ufing,] This passage is 
exquisitely fanciful and elegant. In what a truly 
poetical manner does our author contrive to teu 
as, that it occurred to Mcmsu^s, that it would be 
proper to leave his friend alone, to meet tiie 
lady! 

1850. Bright as Sirius,] Nothing can be more 
happy or illustrative than this simile! The beauty 
and splendour .of Sirius, joined with his supposed 
pemicipus influence on health and Ijfe, are finely 
compared with tike appearance of Jason, resplen- 
dent in youth and beauty, which was to be at- 
tended with such fatal consequences to the peace 
and happiness of Medea; the smoothness and 
sweetness of versification, in the original, are 
beyond all praise. 

1362. Her feet beneath,] The description of 
the emotion and confusion of Medea is highly 
beautiful and natural; and shows our author*s 
knowledge of the human heart. I am, peiiiaps, 
to bjame in repeating the same remark so often ; 
bul; I am anxious to do justice to a poet who has 
been too much neglected. 

1369. Whose peaceful headsJ] Valerius Flaccus 
has imitated this passage, book vii. ver. 403. It 
is a very fanciful and original simile. 

1406. Climes remote.'] In the original, * When 
they shall return to Hellas;' which properly 
means that part of Thessaly called Phihiotis: 
for it is to be recollected that most of the Argo- 
nauts were, like their leader, Thessalians. 
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1417. Ariadne.] Daughter of Minos, king of 
Crete and Pasiphae. Jason artfully introduces the 
mention of Anadne, who saved Theseus from 
perishing in his enterprise at Crete, and after 
sailed away with him ; as an example and en- 
couragement, to lead Medea to assist the ArgOn 
nauts, and accompany them afterwards in flight. 
He conceals, however, the subsequent part of 
the story. 

1425. Garland.] The crown of Ariadne is a 
constellation, supposed to be formed by the 

garland of that princess, which was placed in 
eaven. The lines of Catullus, on the meeting 
of Theseus and Ariadne, deserve a place here. 

(NaptisB Pel.) 



Magnaoimiini ad Minoa irenit sedesqoe saperbas, 
Uaoo simal ao capido conspexit lomine virgo 
Regia, qaam suavis expirans casios odoretf 
Lectolas, in molli complexa matris alebat. 
Qualis Eurotae progignaot flamina myrtos, 
Anrave distinotos edacit yerna colores 
Noo prias ex illo flagrantia declioavit 
Lomina, qoam ooncto concepit pectore flammam 
Fanditns, atque imis exarsit tota medolliiy 
Hei misere exagitans immiti cordi farores, 
Sancte paer, coris hominam qai gaadia misces, &o. 

1439. Tried in vain.] Valerius Flaccus has 
imitated this passage, book vii. ver. 4d3. 

1474. Daughter of Perses.] Hecat6, or the 
goddess who presided over the moon, was called 
' sole-begotten,* because, says the annotator on 
Hesiod, the moon was thought by the ancients 
(though in this they were mistaken) to be the 
only celestial body of the kind. 

1481. Turn thy head.] It was held to be 
highly irreverent 9Xkd indecorous, and to be at-" 
tended with fatal consequences, to interrupt the 
rites of sacrifice, when once they were com- 
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mencedy on any pretence whatsoever. We have 
a remarkable instance of the firmness and pre- 
sence of mind of a Roman, who was told that 
his son was dead just as he was engaged in 
sacrificing. 

1496. IH force is hounded by a single day.] It 
is very surprising, that the learned and accurate 
Heyne, in his notes on ApoUodorus, p. 203, 
should have overlooked this passage of our author; 
and asserted, that it is not to be found in Apol- 
lonius, that die efficacy of the medicament was 
conned to one day. — Sed quod medicamenti per 
unum tawium diem effieax vis Jkii in Apottonio 
nan legiiur. 

1520. Remember me.] This passage is very 
affecting. Valerius Flaccus has imitated it, lib. 
iv. ver. 475. 

1527. Who is that virgin.] It is very artful in 
the poet to make Medea inquire particularly 
about Ariadne. It shows that her conduct had 
made an impression on her mind; and furnishes 
a pretty broad hint to Jason, to lead him to pro- 
pose the example of the flight of Ariadne, as a 
pattern for the imitation of Medea. 

1545. Hcemonia.] Thessaly so called. Hella- 
nicus (says the Scholiast) relates that Prometheus 
reigned in Thessaly, and erected there an altar 
to twelve gods. This region is watered by a 
variety of rivers, of which the four most remark- 
able are the Peneus, the Apidanus, the Panisus, 
and the Enipeus. — Gr. Scho. 

1546. Deucalion.] Here ApoUonius, according 
to the generally received opinion, supposes Deu- 
calion to have been a native of Greece. He was 
the son of Prometheus, the son of lapetus^ and 
of Pandora (as Hesiod asserts in the first of his 
catalogue, says the Greek Scholiast); by hil 
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wife Pyrrha, DeuealioB had a son named Hellen, 
who g^ve an appellation to the coantij where h^ 
lived. The poet represents Deucahen' as the 
first of men through whom religious rites were 
. renewed and cities founded. Fhilo is of opinion, 
that Deucalion was the same person with^oah. 
The scholiast makes it doubtful who was the 
mother of DeueaUon by Prometheus. He enu- 
merates four persons of the name; a second, 
who is mentioned by Hellanicus ; a thirds the 
son of Minosy who is mentioned by Pherecydes; 
a fourth, the son of Abas» of whom Aristippus 
speaks in his Arcadics. — See the Gr. Scholiast, 

1549. JffcBmania.] Thessaly was at first called 
by this name. It had also other appellations. 
It was called Pyrrodiay from Pyrrha, the wife 
of DeucalioA. Khianus says, 'Thessaly was 
called Pyrrha by the ancients, from Pyrrlm, who 
in old times was the wife of Deucalion.' It wa9 
called iEmonia from ^mon, the eldest son of 
Pelasgus; and Thessalia, from Thessalus, the 
son of iEmon. Thessaly was divided into four 
regions — Pelagiotis, Thessaliotis, lolcitis, and 
Phthiotis. It was a region abounding in poisons, 
and frequented by witches and enchanters. 

1553. Minyas.] He is called iEolian^ not as 
being the immediate offspring of .£olus, but as 
being descended from his stock. Sisiphus, the 
son of iBolus, had two sons, Almus and Po»- 
phyrioH. Minyas, the builder of Orchomenus, 
was the son of Neptune, by Chrysogone, the 
daughter of Almus: thus he was a descendant 
of £olus by the mother's side. — Gr. Scho. 

1556. Cadmus^] On the report of the rape of 
Europa, her father, Agenor, sent every where ia 
search of her ; and particularly ordered his son 
Cadmus not to return until he had found her. 
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Cadmus, having traversed a great part of Greece, 
without gaining any intelligence of his sister, 
settled at last at Thebes. 

1563. Oh might !"[ How artfully and delicately 
does Jason gradually prepare the mind of Medea, 
and lead her on insensibly to give her consent to 
elope with him and his companions, by dwelling 
on the example of Theseus and Anadne, and 
wishing that the father of Medea might consent 
to their union ! Jason artfully conceals the sub- 
sequent part of the story of Ariadne, and de- 
signedly passes over, in silence, the ingratitude 
and desertion of Theseus. 

1593. Wish not, my fairestJ] The reply of 
Jason here is truly tender and insinuating : and 
there is wonderful delicacy and decorum, at the 
same time, in the thoughts and expressions. * 

1647. Limbs spontaneous.] That is to say, with- 
out the concurrence of her will or impulse of 
volition ; as if she were unconscious of what she 
did, and even by a sort of mere mechanical mo- 
tion. It is very natural in ApoUonius, to make 
Jason, who was not so completely enamoured as 
Medea, and had his mind filled with thoughts of 
obtaining the fleece, the first to take notice of 
their situation, and to propose their parting. 

1659. Down on a humble seat, S^cJ] The con- 
flict of passion, and the fluctuation of purposes, 
in the mmd of Medea, are finely depicted. It is 
the. same kind of representation which strikes us 
forcibly in the Macbeth of Shakspeare. 

1667. Attendants,] Mopsus and Argus, who 
had remained, and waited for him during his con- 
ference with Medea. 

1673. Idas alone.] The contentious, unmanage- 
able, and envious character of the ferocious Idas 
is here well preserved. 

VOL. II. R 
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1686* Aonian make,] Boeotian. Boeotia was 
anciently called Aonia; and Thebes, Ogygian; 
from Ogy^Sy who anciently reigned diere. Co-* 
rinna says, ' that Ogyges. was the son of Boeotus, 
and that from him the gates of Thebes were 
called Ogygian/ Lysimachus, in the first book 
of his Thebucs, relates many wonderful stories, 
and much miscellaneous matter, respecting the 
arrival of Europa and Cadmus at Thebes.— G-r. 
Scho. 

1687. Cadmus.] Hellanicus, in the first book 
of his Phoronis, relates, that Cadmus, by the 
direction of Mars, sowed the teeth of the dragon 
which he had slain : whence five armed men were 
produced; Oudeus, Cthonius, Pelor, Hyperenor, 
and Echion. But ApoUonius supposes their 
number to have b6en very great, and that they 
mutually engaged and slew each other Hi war. 
In the third book of the Titanographki of Mu- 
saeus, it is said, that Cadmus proceeded, in obe- 
dience to the Delphic oracle, to journey, with 
a heifer for his guide. Hippias the Delian, in 
his ' Derivations of the Names of Nations,' says, 
that a certain nation, to which he came, were 
called Sparti; and in like manner Atromelus 
speaks. Pherecydes, in his fifth book, says, 
'When Cadmus built his settlement in Thebes, 
Mars and Minerva gave to him half of the teeth 
of the serpent, the o&er half to iEetes. Cadmus 
sowed those which he received in the furrow, by 
the directions of Mars: and being struck with 
terror, when the armed men began to spring up, 
threw stones at them; at which they, supposing 
that they were struck and attacked by each 
other, engaged in fight, until they were all exter- 
minated, except five, Oudeus, Cthonius, Echion, 
Pelor, and Hyperenor, whom Cadmus saved. 
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and settled as colonists and denizens ; assigning 
to them habitations in his newly founded city of 
Thebes.' Such is the account given by the 
Greek Scholiast. I have presented the reader 
with the passage thus at length, because he 
quotes dinerent works of ancient writers, of 
which no fragment has reached us. 

1687. Ogygia.] This was one of the ancient 
names of Boeotia. It was derived either from 
Ogyges, an ancient sovereign of that country, in 
whose time the famous deluge happened; or 
rather from Ogygis, who (see Apollod. edit* 
Heyne, 197), was one of the daughters of Am^ 
phion, byNiob^, the daughter of Tantalus. Ogygia 
was also the name of an island in the Tyrrhenian 
sea, which was the residence of the goddess 
Ccdypso. 

1707. Now behind earth.] He means here that 
the sun sunk beneath the horizon. The poet 
seems to suppose that the confines of Ethiopia 
bounded the two hemispheres. The ignorance of 
the ancients in geography was very extraordi- 
nary. It appears, that Herodotus did not believe 
that the earth was of a globular form. In Mel- 
pomene, 96, he says, ' 1 cannot but think it ex- 
ceedingly ridiculous to hear some men talk of the 
circumference of the earth ; pretending, without 
the smallest foundation or probability, that the 
ocean encompasses the earth; and that the earth 
is round, as if mechanically formed.' 

1689. Cadmus.] Some writers make Cadmus 
the son of Affenor, others of Phoenix. Pherecydes, 
in his fouru book, says, ' Agenor, the son of 
Neptune, married Damno, the daughter of Belus ; 
from her sprung Phoenix and Isca, who was mar- 
ried to Egyptus and Melia, who was married to 
Danaus. Afterwards Agenor attached himself 
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to Argiope, the daughter of the riyer Nilus by 
whom he had Cadmus.' — (Gr. Scho.) Apollo- 
dorus (lib. iii.) speaks thus of Cadmus : ' Agenor 
was the brother of Belus, and son of Neptune 
and lAhyL He married Telephessa, by whom 
he had a daughter named Europa, and three sons, 
Cadmus, Phoenix, and Cilix. Cadmus was ac- 
companied, in his wanderings, by his mother 
Telephessa, Thasus, the son of Neptune or, as 
Pherepydes says, of Cilix, and Phoenix. The 
latter, nnding his search fruitless, settled in the 
renon which, from him, was called Phoenicia. 
Cilix settled also in the same neighbourhood, 
and gave his name to the country of Cilicia. 
Cadmus and Telephessa resided in Thrace, as 
did also Thasus, who built a city which bore his 
name. Here Telephessa died, and was buried 
by Cadmus. After this he proceeded to Delphi, 
to inquire concerning Europa. The god desired 
him not to trouble himself about Europa, but to 
follow a heifer as his guide, and build a city 
wherever she should fall down with weariness. 
Cadmus departed, and following the steps of 
a heifer, which belonged to the stalls of one 
Pelagon, was conducted by her into Boeotia; 
where she lay down in the place where Thebes 
now stands. Being desirous to sacrifice this 
heifer to Minerva, Cadmus sends some of those 
who accompanied him to procure water from the 
fountain of Mars. A serpent, who guarded this 
sacred spring, attacked and killed most of those 
who were sent. Cadmus, enraged at this, killed 
the snake. The armed men, who were produced 
by sowing the dragon's teeth, were called Sparti. 
After this, Jove gave him as a wife, Harmonia, 
the daughter of Mars and Venus; and all the 
gods, leaving heaven, came to partake of the 
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nuptial festiyity, at the citadel of Thebes.' — See 
ApoUod. edit. Heyne, vol. i. p. 173, 174, 175 ; 
184, 185, 186. 

1712. Fix'd on heaven^ Jason kept his eyes 
fixed on the starswith anxious attention,to watch 
the progress of the night, that he might not let 
slip the hour appointed by Medea. 

1719. Solemn riteJ] The rites of Hecate bore 
some resemblance to those which, in more mo- 
dern times, have been practised by sorcerers, 
who have pretended to raise the dead, or to call 
up eril spirits from the infernal regions. The 
passage in the text, which is very sublime, seems 
to have struck the imagination of Virgil most 
forcibly. He alludes to it in various places. 
Hecate (the same with the moon, or Diana) was 
so called, because she was appeased with heca- 
tombs; or from the power she was supposed to 
possess, of obliging tnose who were unburied to 
wander a hundred years. There may be a third 
etymon of the name, from the Greek tKag, procul 
— from the awful and mysterious attributes of the 
goddess, and her repulsion of the profane : Pro- 
cul, O procul, este profanu Virgil applies to this 
goddess the epithet of Tergemina; and Horace, 
that of Triformis; to denote her threefold cha- 
racter and functions. She was called in heaven, 
Luna, or the moon; on earth, Diana; in hell, 
Proserpina, Hecat6, and Brimo. It is under 
'the latter character that she is made, by the 
poety to show herself on the present occasion. 
It is not extraordinary that Diana, under her 
character of the moon, should be invoked by 
women in childbed, because the moon has a 
considerable influence over persons in that situa- 
tion; but it is rather strange that Diana, the 
goddess of chastity, should be represented as 

r2 
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promoting the success of illicit amours. How* 
ever, mythologists inform us, that Diana and 
Venus were one and the same divinity. Thie 
scholiast on Theocritus says, it was customary 
with men to invoke the sun ; with women, the 
moon, for success in amours. 

1741. Snakes with oaken,] That Hecat^ was 
crowned with snakes, entwined with oaken 
boughs, appears also from Sophocles ; who, in 
his play called Rizotomi, has introduced the 
chorus, sayinff, ' O sun, thou lord of light, and 
thou, sacred hre of Hecat6, invoked beside the 
beaten paths, her radiant darts fly numerous 
through Olympus, she appears, on earth, in the 
sacred spaces, where three roads meet,, having 
orowned her head with oak, and many spires of 
serpents are coiled upon her shoulders.'-— (Gr. 
Scho.) Apollodorus, as quoted by Athenaeus 
(lib. vii.), says that the Trigla, or mullet fish, 
which was so called from its breeding thrice a 
year, was sacrificed to Hecat6, on account of 
the similitude of name, Hecat^ being called Tri- 
morphus. The pedigree of Hecat6 is variously 
deduced by various writers. — See Sch. Apoll. 
867—1034. Sch. Theoc. 2. 

1748. Phcms.'] This river is called Amarantian, 
fj*om the Amarantii, a race of barbarians beyond 
Colchis, in whose country, according to some, 
the river Phasis springs. There is also a moun- 
tain of Colchis called Amarantium, whence the 
Phasis descends. 

1757. Phlegrean Mimas.] Mimas was one of 
the Titans, or earthbom brood, which engaged 
with the gods in combat at PMegra, near Pal- 
lene, in Thrace; or rather in Thessaly. 

1767. The king excepted.] In imitation of Ho- 
mer's description of the weight and size of the 
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Spear of Achilles, and of the difficulty of bend- 
ing the bow of Ulysses. 

1768. Fair Phaeton.'] Timonax, in his second * 
book of Scythics, agrees with our poet in saying, 
that Absyrtus had also the name of Phaeton. — 
6r. Scho. 

1776. Hie king, like.] This description of 
iEetes is very sublime. The comparison of the 
king to Neptune, like all those of ApoUonius, 
excels in propriety, and quadrates in every cir- 
cumstance. The vast strength of the god of 
ocean illustrates that of ^etes ; both the deity 
and the prince are awful in their appearance, 
and stem in their nature ; they are borne in their 
chariots ; and they proceed to view the spectacle 
of severe contests of strength exerted to win an 
important prize. 

1777. Istkmian ffames.] These games were 
celebrated on the isthmus of Corinth, whence 
they took their name. They were celebrated 
every three years. They were held at first in 
honour of Neptune, and afterwards of Melicerta, 
by the orders of Sisyphus, the son of Eolus, who 
at that time was king of Corinth ; when, seeing 
the body of Melicerta thrown ashore by the 
waves at Corinth, he perceived that it was the 
corse of his nephew, tne son of Athamas, the 
son of Eolus, and associated him in a share of 
the honour of these games. Musaeus, in his 
work on the Isthmian games, says, which is 
most probable, that there were two sets of games 
on the Isthmus ; the first, in honour of Neptune ; 
the latter, in honour of Melicerta. The crown, 
in the Isthmian games, was originally of pine. 
It was afterwards made of parsley. — Gr. Scho. 
It appears from Pindar, that Isthmian games, or 
rather games in imitation of Isthmian, were cele- 
brated at Syracuse ; the people of which city 
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were a Coiinthiaii colony. The isthmus of Co- 
rinth was a very narrow neck of land, which 
separated the £gean and Ionian seas, as those 
inlets of the Mediterranean were called. It is 
said, that the people of Corinth, being afflicted 
by the plague which ravaged the Isthmus, ap- 
plied to the oracle for advice ; in obedience to 
which, they performed solemn funeral rites in 
honour of Melicerta, and established games to 
his memory. — (See Pindar, second Nemean Ode, 
third Strophe.) There is a description of Nep- 
tune proceeding to the Istlu^ian games. It was 
supposed that the god was personally present 
on that occasion ; and, therefore, the young men 
used to receive their divine guest with the joyful 
sound of fifes, flutes, and other musical instru- 
ments. Pindar, in his sixth Nemean Ode, al- 
ludes to the Isthmian games, by the expression 
Tavp9^yu) tpntripi^i ; by which he intimates, that 
a bull was offered to the god, and that these 
games took place every three years. But Pliny 
makes the interval greater. Perhaps, in process 
of time, the period of celebration had been 
changed before the days of Pliny. His words 
are: Istknms pars altera cum delttbro Neptuui 
quinquennalibm inclyto ludis, 

1778. TcBnama,'] This was a promontory of 
Laconia. Lerna was a fountain of Argos, sacred 
to Neptune. — Gr. Scho. 

1779. Onchestus,'] This was a city of Bceotia, 
sacred to Neptune. It seems there was a fa- 
mous temple of Neptune and consecrated grove 
in this city. It had its name of Hyantian 
Onchestus, from the Hyantes, a* Boeotian tribe, 
who were so very rude and barbarous that 
thence came the name of * a Boeotian swine.' — 
Gr. Scho. 

1780. CalaureiaJ] Was a place where there 
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was a temple of Neptune. This temple had for- 
merly belonged to Apollo; and the Pythian 
* shrine to Neptune ; the deities interchanged by 
mutual consent. The Emonian rock was a place 
in Thessaly, where games were held in honour 
of Neptune. Gerestus was a promontory of 
Euboea. — Gr. Scho. 

1800. As when the charger.'] One cannot read 
this simile without recollecting the fine descrip- 
tion of the war horse in Job. The Old Tes- 
tament was certainly accessible, nay perhaps 
familiar, to the poets of Alexandna, in the 
translation of the seventy interpreters. It is 
very probable, that the fine verses in the text 
may nave been suggested by the animated de- 
scription in the Hebrew vniter: ' Hast thou 
given the horse strength? hast thou clothed his 
neck with thunder? canst thou make him afraid 
as a grasshopper? the glory of his nostrils is 
terrible. He paweth in the valley, and rejoiceth 
in his strength : he goeth on to meet the armed 
men : he mocketh at fear, and is not affrighted ; 
neither tumeth he back from the sword : the 
quiver rattleth against him, the glittering spear 
and the shield. He swalloweth the ground with 
fierceness and rage. Neither believeth he that 
it is the sound of the trumpet. He saith among 
the trumpets, ha, ha. He smelleth ithe battle 
afar off — the thunder of the captains, and the 
shouting.' Homer also has a simile of a horse ; 
but it is a horse under a different aspect, and in- 
troduced to illustrate far different qualities and 
circumstances. It is the stalled horse, pampered 
and luxurious, breaking forth from the stable to 
the pastures and the mares : it is employed to 
exemplify the wantonness of youth and pride of 
beauty ; it shows the graceful and high spirited 
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bnt loxorioiis Paris/ breaking forth from the 
bosom of ease and soft indiugencey from the 
bower of love. Virgil had both Homer and our 

Eoet in YieWf in his noble description of the 
orse in the third Georgic; that part, particu- 
larly, of his noble and animated description : 



Slare loco Beacitt micat unibos, et tremit 
C^ilectaaiqae preBeos yolwit tub naribos ignem : 

seems to have been suggested by our poet. 

1856. Sudden from their siaibA The talents of 
our poet for the sublime and terrible, appear 
fully in this description of the encounter of Jason 
with the fiery bulls; which, perhaps, is equal to 
any thing in Homer, or any other poet ancient 
or modem; and ought, singly, to vindicate our 
poet from the charge of insipid mediocrity, so 
unjustly brought against him by Quintilian and 
Longinus. I entreat the reader to pardon my 
solicitude on this subject. 

1887. Firmly striding,} The picturesque genius 
of Apollonius is exhibited fully in this passage. 
The representation of the youthful hero haying 
thrown aside his shield, incumbent oyer the fiery 
bulls, now subdued and pressing them down, 
while he applies and fixes on them the brazen 
yoke, would furnish an admirable subject for 
a painter. 

1910. Goad,'] In the original, Pelasgic goad: 
this was a staff of ten feet in measure, pointed at 
the end, and used both to drive on the team of 
oxen and to measure land, as is remarked by 
Callimachus : 'A^olspov xsrrpoyts fiowv xau [utpof 
dpBpKjf, — (Gr. Scho.) W ith respect to the Pelasgi, 
who are so often mentioned by ancient authors, 
and the epithet Pelasgic, which frequently oc- 



NOTES ON BOOK III. 195 

cursy the reader is requested to consult the note 
on yer. 387 of the fourth book of this poem. 

1920. DragofiCs teeth,'] The manner in which 
Cadmus happened to kill this serpent was as fol- 
lows : Cadmus having sent his companions into a 
groye, sacred to Mars, to procure water from a 
spring which was there, they were devoured by a 
serpent which guarded it. After this, Cadmus 
slew the monster, and haying sown part of his 
teeth (as has been already mentioned), replenish^ 
his new city with subjects. Plato, in his treatise 
on Laws (lib. ii.), has given an ingenious explica- 
tion of this Sidonian fable (as he calls it) of the 
dragon's teeth. He says, * It is meant to show 
the power which legislators and rulers have, by 
laws and institutions, of infusing a warlike temper 
of mind, and forming a race of soldiers from any 
materials.' Hence he is said' to have sown these 
teeth under the direction of Minerva and Mars — 
wisdom and valour. 

1930. Oft he turned.] This is a natural and well 
imagined circumstance. Jason, no doubt, ex- 
pected that the armed men should spring up in- 
stantaneously; and therefore turned, with anxious 
solicitude, to wait for them. They did not, how- 
ever, spring up instantly, as the hero supposed 
they would have done. 

1956. And shields, ^rc] This description is very 
sublime and fine, and shows great powers of 
imagination in ApoUonius. 

1976. With mute and blank amaze!\ This and 
the following lines are all taken from Eumelus, 
who makes Medea give a description of this 
event to Idmon. Sophocles likewise, in his 
Colchides, agrees with ourpoet. He has intro- 
duced the messenger of .^tes, inquiring about 
the foregoing circumstances, in the following 
terms, which our poet has also imitated : 
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Has Bol the crop, appropriate to the Boil, 
Coiparted borreot in well crested phalaox, 
Spraag op all bright, in brazen panoply ? — Gr. Scho. 

1984. A9 shoots a star.l The word in the ori- 
ginal, is dvatfaXktreu — very expressive of the 
sudden and Tibnitoij motion of the falling star. 
Some copies, says the scholiast, have aireXapire- 
rcu; but the former reading is more poetical and 
forcible. This simile is as happy and expressive 
as can possibly be imagined, and wholly different 
from the preceding simile, drawn from the dark 
clouds clearing away, and showing the stars by 
night The suddenness, the brightness, the omi- 
nous appearance of the falling star, are all illus- 
trative of Jason, with his shining falchion, falling 
rapidly on the earthbom race. 

1994. As when a Umd.'\ This simile is new; 
and, as &r as I can find, peculiar to our author. 
It is highly ingenious, and illustrative of the sub- 
ject. The haste and anxiety of the youth to cut 
down the earthbom warriors, before they should 
have time to range themselves in battle array; 
the circumstance of their falling immature, before 
they had fully extricated themselves from the fur- 
row, are happily designated, by the anticipated 
harvests of the alarmed husbandman. 

2018. As youihftd plants,"] This simile is imi- 
tated from Homer. Virgil has unitated our 
poet, JEneid, lib. ix. ver. 435 ; and Ovid appears 
to have paid particular attention to the narrative 
which our poet gives, of the loves of Medea, and 
the acquisition of the fleece; Metam. lib. vii. 
ver. 104. Indeed he, in some parts, literally 
translates ApoUonius. 
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Line 13. Juno gtmcktnth fear,] This fear was 
inspired by Juno, that Medea, being apprehensive 
of her father^s severity, might the more readily be 
disposed to accompany the Argonauts to Greece, 
where the designs of the goddess required her 
presence, as an instrument of vengeance on Pe- 
lias, who had offended her. 

14. Timid deerJ] A fawn in the most tender 
state. The word, in the original, is "RifuaSf which, 
the Greek Scholiast says, differs from vt^pog, in 
denoting the animal in a more helpless and infan- 
tine state, while it yet lies in the covert or cave, 
as yet unable to go abroad for food. Tn the text 
Apollonius intimates that .Xetes lay in wait for 
the Argonauts by night. The author of the 
Naupactica, whoever he was, relates, that he 
was lulled to rest by Venus. 

28. In Iter breast she placed.] She placed her 
hoard of magic drugs and charms in her bosom, 
both for safety and secrecy; considering it as 
her most precious treasure. 

29. Kissed her bed.'] It was customary among 
the ancients to kiss inanimate things in this man- 
ner, by way of taking leave of them at parting, 
or gratulation on their return to them. Thus, in 
the Philoctetes of Sophocles, we have, — ' Let us 
depart, O youth ; first having kissed that unin- 
habitable cheerless seat within.' — Again, — * Go ; 

VOL. II. s 
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haying kissed the earth.' Iq Virgil, ^n. ii. yer. 
490. 

Amplexsque tenent postesi atqae oscala figaot. 

34. A ireu of hair.] It was the custom, among 
the ancients, to offer up locks of their hair to 
different deities. Medea consigns hers, as a re- 
memhrance, to her mother. 

67. The boUs and ban, Sfc."] Milton might haye 
taken from hence the idea of the gates of heayen 
opening spontaneously to the angel. The open- 
ing of holts, locks, and doors, in this manner, is 
a fayourite circumstance in the stories of sorcery 
and incantation. Thus, in Macbeth ; ' Open locks, 
whoeyer knocks.' — The conflict of passion in 
Medea*8 mind, preyious to her flight, is yery na- 
tural and beautiful. The poet, all through the 
poem, shows himself solicitous to account tor her 
conduct, in deyiating from the line of piety and 
strict propriety, by the pressure of external cir- 
cumstances, not by internal disposition to ill. 
Thus, instead of exhibiting Medea as a mongtrum 
nulld virtute redemptum, and oyerstepping the 
modesty of nature, he consults decorum and con- 
sistency of character, and giyes an instructiye 
and moral delineation of such a personage as fre- 
quently occurs in real life ; of a personage, with 
good natural dispositions, borne away from the 
paths of rectitude by strong passions and unfor- 
tunate circumstances. — How differently would a 
modem German writer haye drawn Medea ! 

68. By patksy Sfc^ There is something yery 
sublime and awful in this picture of Medea flying 
by night ; making the city gates open by her spells 
and charms; and tracing the paths that she had 
so often trod in quest of poisonous herbs. 

75. Goddess of the silver^ Sfc.l Titanis, in the 
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original Diana, is so called, because, as Hesiod 
says, * The sun and moon were the progeny of 
Titan and Thea.'— Gr. Scho. 

78. Latmian.'] This was a mountain of Caria, 
where was a cave, in which £nd3rmion was laid 
asleep ; and near it was a city called Heraclea. — 
Gr. 8cho. 

80. Etufymion,'] Hesiod makes Endymion the 
son of Aethlius, the son of Jupiter and Calice. 
He is said to have obtained from Jupiter the pri- 
vilege of commanding the period of his dissolu- 
tion, so as to die when he pleased. With Hesiod 
agree Pisander, and Acusuaus, Pherecydes, and 
Nicander in tfie second book of his Etolics; as 
also Theopompus, in his Epopsi. But in the 
work entitled Mr/aXeu ^oiai it is related, that 
Endymion was taken up into heaven by Jupiter; 
and haying been beloved by Juno, and being im- 
posed upon by the false form of a cloud, with 
which he became enamoured, he was cast out 
from heaven and descended to Hades. Sappho, 
and Nicander in the second book of his Europa, 
give us accounts of the love of the Moon for 
Endymion. She is said to have descended into 
this cave of Mount Latmos, to visit him. Epime- 
nides says, that Endymion, being admittea into 
the society of the gods, was beloved by Juno; 
and, finding that Jupiter was enraged on that ac- 
count, he demanded and obtained the privilege 
of sleeping perpetually. IWcus says, that he 
reigned over Elis ; ana that, having been immor- 
talized for his signal justice, he obtained from 
Jupiter the privilege (if it may be so called) of 
sleeping widiout intermission. Some writers say 
that he was a Spartan; others make him an 
Elean. Some explode altogether the fable of 
Ettdymion's being wrapped in sleep; and say 
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that he, being fond of hunting to an excess, used 
to rise by night, and pursue his sports by the 
light of the moon; because, at that time, the 
wild beasts were accustomed to come out from 
their lairs to feed; and that by day he used to 
repose, after his toils, in a cave: whence the 
faole arose of his being always asleep. Others 
attempt to allegorize the fables respecting £ndy- 
mion in a different manner; and say, that he was 
the first who applied himself to the philosophy 
of the air and meteors, and to the observation of 
the heavenly bodies ; and that, having bestowed 
a great proportion of his time on the contempfa- 
tion of tne moon, and successfully explained the 
phenomena of her phases, it came from thence 
to be said, that the moon was enamoured pf him. 
As he watched through night to attend to his 
studies, and slept by day, thence came the story 
of his being always asleep. Some again will 
have it, that there really existed a person of an 
uncommonly drowsy habit, of the name of £n- 
dymion, who either lay in a long trance, or was 
so negligent of his affairs, that he always seemed 
to be asleep. In allusion to whose situation was 
formed the proverb, * The slumber of Endy-i 
mion,' 

88. Glimpses pale, 4rc.] It was related in an- 
cient legend, and believed by popular supersti- 
tion, that enchantresses used to draw down the 
moon by their sorceries. The witches of Thes- 
saly, in particular, were said to have possessed 
extraordinary powers of this kind ; and, among 
others, Aglonic^, the daughter of Hegemon. 
The true meaning of the story is, that she, being 
skilful in astrology, was enabled to foretell when 
the eclipses of the mopn were to happen; on 
which account she was supposed, by the ignor 
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raat people among whom she lived, to hring to 
pass the alanninff phenomenon which, in ract, 
she only predicted. This woman was involved 
in misfortunes ; for, killing one of her domestics, 
and being prosecuted for her crime, she gave rise 
to the saying, * They draw down the moon :' to 
denote unfortunate persons.— (Gr. Scho.) The 
ancients believed implicitly in the extraordinary 
powers of sorcery, n e find in the classics in- 
numerable passages that refer to the force of 
magical incantation, to draw down the moon from 
her sphere. • This was done to favour those rites 
which were supposed to require an hour of solemn 
darkness, or tne ascent of departed shades and 
demons, who were thought to have strong ob- 
jections to the glare of Ught. Virgil describes 
the power of enchantment in strong terms, in 
JSneid iv. ver. 487 : 

Haee 86 oanninibos promittit lolirere menteSf &o. 

Tibullus gives a similar description of an en- 
chanti'ess. The poetical superstitions of the mo- 
derns seem to resemble those of the ancients, 
respecting the power of magic to darken the 
moon, and the dislike which spectres and evil 
spirits have to clear light, either of sun or moon. 
To these received opinions Milton alludes, in 
Par. L. ii. 665 : 

To dance 



With Lapland witches, while the laboaring moon 
Eclipses at their charms. 

And Shakspeare, in Hamlet : 

-— — Thou dead oorse, again, in complete steel, 
R«f isit'st thas the glimpses of the moon. 

&!7. Injiighti 8fc.'\ The author of the Naupac- 
tica says that Medea did not go out to the Ar- 
gonauts by her own choice ; but that, being called 

s2 
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out on some pretence to the temple of Vesta, 
while iEetes, who had laid an ambuscade to cut 
off the Argonauts, and bum their ship, was with- 
drawn from the prosecution of this scheme by 
the embraces of his wife Eurylyte, the adven- 
turers, at the suggestion of Idmon, took advan- 
tage of this conjuncture, and sailed away,' bear- 
ing Medea with them. — Gr. Scho. 

125. The golden fleece.] Apollonius represents 
Medea as flying from her father's palace to the 
Argonauts, before they had obtained the fleece, 
and promising to put it into their hands. But the 
author of the Naupactica represents her as car- 
rying the fleece with her from the palace of 
^etes ; where, according to him, it was depo- 
sited. Herodotus relates, that, after the de- 
barkation of the Argonauts, Jason was dispatched 
by JEJetes to obtain the fleece ; and that he, hav- 
ing proceeded on his mission, killed the dragon, 
and brought away the fleece to iEetes ; who, with 
the treacherous intention of destroying the Argo- 
nauts, invited them to a banquet. — Gr. Scho. 

141. My fairest, 8fc,] There are great delicacy 
and truth of nature, in this picture of the feelings 
and remorse of Medea, at finding herself a stranger 
among strangers. The gallantry, politeness, and 
decorum of Jason, on the occasion, are exem- 
plary, and would do honour to modern manners. 
The solicitude of Medea to exact his oath — an 
unavailing pledge in her circumstances, is happily 
imagined. 

159. Now had she ruslid.'] All these conflicts 
of passion in the mind of Medea are admirably 
affecting. Perhaps there is nothing in classic 
lore equal to them, except the picture of the sub- 
sequent distress of Medea, or of the fatal passion 
of Fhedra in Euripides. 
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111, Fabled ramJ] Dionysius, in his Argo- 
nautics^ says, that Crius was the name of the 
preceptor of Phryxus, who being the first to 
perceiTe the treacherous designs of his stepmo- 
ther, counseled his pupil to save himself by 
flighty and accompanied nim. Whence arose the 
fable, that Phiyxus was saved by a ram and 
conveyed to Colchis. — Gr. Scho. 

177. JoveJ] Jupiter Phyxius, who was sup- 
posed to protect the movements of fugitives. 

179. Hermes,'] See Hyginus, book ii. fable 3; 
and the commentators on him. He is said to 
have offered up that ram to Jove. 

183. Sacred grove,] In the Argonautics as- 
cribed to Orpheus (see ver. 909) is a more par- 
ticular description of this grove, and the yanous 
plants which its environs produced; of which 
the supposed Orpheus gives a long catalogue. 

186. Expanded wide.] Valerius Flaccus has 
imitated this passage in book viii. ver. 114. - 

193. Baleful aiui shrill,] Virgil has imitated 
the passage of the original, and particularly the 
circumstance of the mothers clasping the infants 
to their bosoms : 

Protioas omne 



CoDtremnit Demas, et sjWas intoooore profandie. 
Aodiit et triyiie looge lacos, audiit amnis 
Solfarei Nar alboB aqa&y fontesqoe Velioi : 
Et trepidae matres pressere ad pectora natos. 

The circumstance of the mothers clasping their 
infants to their breasts, which is mentioned in 
the preceding verses of the original, is in itself 
highly natursu and beautiful, and very tender and 
affecting, and seems to have been a great fa- 
vourite with poets. Thus, for instance, we find 
it introduced in the Troades of Euripides; and 
Oamoens has employed it in a passage where he 
professedly imitates ApoUonius and Virgil : 




204 APOUUONIUS RHODIUS. 

S«eh WM tke tmp«t of the dread alaimey 
The bebe, that prattled ie hb imrae'a arms. 
Shrieked at the sooad : with aaddea eold impreu*d, 
The mothers straia*d the iafaats to the breast, 
Aod shook with honor. — 

Lmnad hy Midsh, book ir* 

195. TUanian, Sf^."] So called from the river 
Titaousy which gives name to the reg;ion around, 
and is menti<»ed by Erato^enus in his geogra- 
phy. — Gr. Scho. 

197. LjfcuiJ] The name of a river, which, part- 
ing from the Arazes, hastes to mingle with liie 
Phasis ; and then, losing its own name, is borne 
onward to the sea. The same happens with 
respect to the Onochonns, a river of- Thessaly, 
the Parmisus, and the Sperchius; for when they 
al} meet at one place, they are called the Sper- 
chius. The Araxes is a nver of Scythia. Me- 
trodonis, in his first book, respecting Tigranes, 
say», that the river Thermodon was also called 
Araxes. — (Gr. Scho.) There seem to have been 
some doubt and difficulties arising from there 
being two rivers, one Armenian, tfane odier Scy- 
thian, which bore the name of Araxes. Hero- 
dotus (Clio 201) speaks thus of the Araxes : — 
* The nation of the Massagetae lay beyond the 
Araxes. Some reckon this river less, others 
greater, than the Danube. There are many 
islands scattered up and down in it; some of 
them equal to Lesbos in extent. like the Gyndes, 
wliich Cyrus divides into a hundred and twenty 
rills, this river rises among the Matienian hills. 
It separates itself into forty mouths ; all of which, 
except one, lose themselves in the fens and 
marshes. The largest stream of the Araxes 
continues its even course to the Caspian sea. 
Cyrus the Great, in his attack on the Massa- 
getae, advanced to the Arai^es, and threw a bridge. 
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of boats over it.' Herodotus proceeds to give 
some account of the people who inhabit the 
islands in the Araxes. He says that they sub- 
sisty during summer, on such roots as they dig 
out of the earth, preserving for their winter pro- 
vision ripe fruits. They have among them a tree, 
the firuit of which has a singular quality ; accord- 
ing to his account, much like that of tobacco. 
Having assembled round a fire, made for the 
purpose, they used to throw the before-mentioned 
fruit into it, the fumes of which had an inebriating 
quality. For, as the smoke ascended, these 
people became exhilarated, as others are with 
wine; and, continuing to throw on more and 
more of this firuit, they began at length to leap, 
and dance, and sing. The Cyrus, and the Araxes 
(now called the Cur and the Arash), anciently 
flowed to the sea by different channels. See 
Spenser's Fairy Queen, book iv. canto xi. stanza 
21: 

Oraxes feared for great Cyrus' sake; 

where, instead of Oraxes, we should read Araxes. 
— See Jortin. Virgil alludes to the tempestuous 
violence of this river, ^neid, lib. viii. 1. 728: 
Pontem indignatiis Araxes. — See also Chardin, 
torn. i. p. 181. — On a bdti diversesfais des pants 
dessus rAraxe, mais quelques forts et massifs quib 
fussent camme il paroit it des arches qui sont 
encore entieres, its n^ont pu tenir contre Veffort du 
fleuxie, II est sifurieux hrsque le d^gel le grossit 
des neiges fondues des monts voisins, quHl ny a 
ni digue ni autre bdtiment qtCil n^emporte, Larcher 
remarks, that what Herodotus says of the Araxes 
applies to the Volga, which empties itself into 
the Caspian sea, and that by a ^eat number of 
channels, and has in it many ismnds ; but does 
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not (nor, indeed, coidd possibly) come from the 
Martienian or Median mountains. Herodotus, in 
fact, seems to have confounded the Armenian 
with the Scythian Araxes. 

198. Caucoiian gea.] The Euxine sea, which 
washed the foot of Mount Caucasus, is thence 
called Caucasian. The re^on of Caucasus over- 
looked the Sarmatian plains ; that is to say, the 
desert of Astracan and the country of the Don 
Cossacs. 

220. Entranced, distolved.'] Virgil has imitated 
this passage in the sixth .^eid, where he has 
described the effect of the soporific medicament 
on Cerberus : 

" Immania tclrg« rosoWit 
Fatni bmiii, totoqae ingeni extendltar aotnr. 

He has even borrowed the very expressions of 
ApoUonius, which are less expressive and happy 
in nim; being applied to the serpentine species in 
the original, ana to the canine in the imitation : 
Immania terga resolvU—Jusus kumi, totoqae ex- 
tenditur antro; which was more appUcable to the 
serpent uncoiling his spires. 

231. A branch of juniper^ Medea, having 
dipped this bough in magical drugs, bore the 
charm to the dragon, and accompanied it with 
spells and mystic songs; and thus took away 
the fleece, and retreated with her companion to 
the ship, while the monster lay asleep. Anti- 
machus agrees with our poet in this account: 
but Pherecydes, in his seventh book, says, that 
the dragon was killed by Jason. The Arceuthus 
was a certain prickly plant, consecrated to Apollo; 
it is mentioned in the third book of the works 
ascribed to Musseus. — Gr. Scho. * 

231. /ft dtwg$ bedew'd,] Virgil has imitated 
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(be pa8sag;e in the text, JEneid ▼. ver. 854, and 
vi. ver. 420. See also Grid, Met. vii. yer. 149. 

249. As when exulting.] This simile is truly 
oriffinaly and shows great ingenuity and powers 
of fancy in Apollonius. 

262. AdutiaJ] Or rather Acfaaenea, Achana, or 
Achanae, was a city or district of Crete, which 
abounded in stags of an extraordinary size, with 
yery branching horns, like our red deer. This 
region of Crete is not to be confounded with 
Achaia, a state of Greece. — See Gr. Scho. 

269. Now in his hands, Sfc.'] The behayionr of 
Jason is yery natural. — His youthful exultation 
in the possession of the fleece, and his anxiety 
lest he should be disturbed in the possession of 
the treasure, are hi^pOy imagined, and well ex- 
pressed^ Mr. Warton is of opinion, that Virgil 
had this passage in yiew when he described the 
delight otJEnesM at receiving the shield, the gift 
of Venus.— See JEneid yiii. yer. 618 : 

Expleri neqoit, atqae ocolot per tiog^la vol fit,— 
Miratarqoe, ioterqae mamis, et bracbia Teraat, &c. 

So Spenser, in his Fairy Queen, book yi. canto ii. 
The account which Orpheus, in his Argonautics, 
gives of the manner in which the fleece was 
obtamed and carried away, is very curious and 
circumstantial; and differs, in some respects, 
from that of our author. The reader, perhaps, 
win not be displeased to see it in a literal trans- 
lation. It extends from ver. 885 to ver. 1025, 
in the original : * But, when Medea came clan- 
destinely from the house of Mttes to our ship, 
we debated in our minds, in what manner we 
riionld take aw^ the golden fleece from the 
sacred beech. SThe very quickly made us sen- 
sible of what was to be done ; nor had one of 
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US divined the unexpected labour. A direful 
task was presented to all our heroes, an abyss 
of evils yawned before us : for in front of the 
mansion of .ffietes, and near the guarded river, 
at the interval of nine ells, a vast fortification 
encloses it, with embattled towers and polished 
bars of iron. This enclosure is environed with 
no less than seven walls; thence open triple 
brazen gates, of enormous size ; and within those, 
a lofty wall overtops, round which are golden 
buttresses. At the threshold of the gates sits 
the queen sublime, diffusing a fiery glare around, 
whom the Colchians worship under the name of 
Artemis, the keeper of the gate, resounding in 
the chase. Dreadful she is in aspect and in 
voice, to those rash men who dare approach her 
with steps unhallowed, before due lustrations 
and solemn expiatory rites are performed. These 
rites, concealed in mystic and awful privacy, are 
only known to Medea (skilful as she is in fatal 
and pernicious arts), and to the Colchian virgins, 
her- companions. Nor could any man, whether 
native of the soil or stranger, intrude by force to 
tread thslt path of fear. For the terrors of the 
goddess prohibit all approach; inspiring with 
frantic rage. In the most secret recesses of that 
sanctuary a grove extends itself, shady and dark, 
with trees of luxuriant growth, there are many 
laurels and cornel trees, and lofty planes, with 
shrubs and plants of a less aspiring kind beneath, 
flourishing in the shelter of the trees : the as- 
phodel, the honeysuckle, the beautiful adiantus, 
the seagrass, and the reed; the ga,lingal, the 
slender and delicate aristereon, clary, wild 
cresses, and cyclamen divine; the staechas or 
cotton lavender, the peony, the organy with 
branches low, the mandrake, the polion (whose 
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leaves appear white in the morning, purple at 
noon^ ana blue when the sun declines). With 
these, the subtle dittany (or garden ginger), the 
fragrant crocus, the nasturtium, the lion's foot, 
the creeping snsdlax, the chamomile, the sable 
poppy, marsh-mallows, wound-wort, or all-heal, 
and capasum and aconite, and many other plants 
of noxious power, sprung up on that soil. In 
the midst, aspiring to the clouds, and furnished 
all around with wide-spreading branches that 
shade a great part of the grove, rises the beech, 
from whence hangs the fleece of gold, fastened 
on either hand to a long extended bough. A 
tremendous dragon, stationed near (a more hor- 
rible monster, and object of greater terror to man, 
than tongue can explain), guarded this fleece. 
The monster, shining with golden scales, twined 
around the trunk of the tree his spires of immense 
magnitude (a portent belonging to the Stygian 
realm); and guarded the treasure committed to 
his care» for ever twisting from side to side the 
baleful pupils of his green eyes. On having this 
unquestionable narrative of the situation of things, 
and particularly how the dragon kept watch 
around nocturnal Hecat6 (all which was related 
to us in the clearest manner by Medea), we began 
to inquire, whether we might expect any pros- 
perous end to our labour ; and wiiether, by any 
means, we might appease and propitiate Diana, 
so as to approach that Stygian monster unharmed, 
and, possessing ourselves of the fleece, to return 
to our native land in safety. Then Mopsus arose 
among the heroes (for he was skilful in augury 
and divination, and this was suggested by his 
art); and advised, that they should all entreat 
me [Orpheus speaks here, as he always does, in 
the first person] to join with th^m in the work 

VOL. II. T 
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of rendering Diana fayonrable, and lulliog the 
dreadful monster to rest. In consequence of 
tills they came round and entreated me; but I 
directed the son of iEson to send away two men 
of miffht; Castor, famous for managed steeds, 
and Pollux, renowned for the cestus, together 
with Mopsus, the son of Amycus, to the pro- 
jected scene of onr future labour. Medea alone 
followed me, at a distance from the crowd. 
When we arrived at the temple of the goddess, 
and the consecrated space, there, in the level 
plain, I dug a trench in three rows ; and quickly 
bringing together billets of juniper, and dry 
cedar, and me sharp buckthorn, and black pop- 
lar, with its whispering leaves, I raised a pyre 
beside the trench. Medea, supremely skilled in 
all the arts of incantation, brought me many 
things ; taking them from a coffer, which she had 
conveyed from the fragrant recesses of her apart- 
ment. Presently, covered vrith a veil, I mixed 
the drugs and magical ingredients, then cast them 
on the pyre, and mixed with the blood vitriol, 
and the plants called Struthion (or fuller's herb), 
bastard saflron torn in shreds, obscene psyllium 
or flax-wort, the ruddy bugloss of suffocating 
power, and chalcimus ; with this composition I 
filled the cavities of the bellies of the victims, 
and placed them on the pyre. I mixed the crude 
and gory intestines with pure water, and poured 
them about the trench. Then, robed in a sable 
stole, and striking at intervals the martial cym- 
bals, I poured forth prayers. Instantly, Tisi- 
phone, Alecto, and the awful Megera, heard me 
bursting the barriers of the cheerless and dark 

{profound ; shaking their torches, that emitted a 
urid and ensanguined light. In a moment the 
trench was in a blaze, and the consuming fire 
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crackled ; the ardent flame sparkled, and wreathed 
around 'great volumes of smoke. Immediate^ 
those powers, tremendous, astonishing, injBxorable, 
unapproachable, emergent from heU, were seen 
breaking through the nre. And she, with frame 
of iron, whom earthly mortals call Pandora; she 
came ; and with her the phantasm, endowed with 
various forms, reared her threefold head (a mon- 
ster dreadful to behold, nor even to be conceived 
by human thought), Hecat6, daughter of Tar- 
tarus. Over her left shoulder was the head of a 
horse ; over her right that of a dog ; in the midst 
that of a wild'stag : in both her hands she wielded 
a sword, with an immense hilt. Pandora and 
Hecat6 circled round the trench, and passed from 
side to side; and the furies followed them.— • 
Then, the guardian form of Artemis cast to the 

ground the torches from her hands, and raised 
er eyes to Heaven. The dogs that attended 
her crouched with fawning tails. The bolts of 
the silver locks were unclosed, the beautful gates 
of the broad wall flew open, and the guarded 
erove was unfolded to view. Then I was the 
first to pass the threshold. After me the maid, 
the daughter of JBetes, and the illustrious son of 
^son ; and the sons of Tyndarus then pressed 
on together, and Mopsus followed them. As soon 
as the beautiful and spreading beech appeared in 
nearer prospect, and the seat of hospitable Jove, 
and the station of the altar where the dragon 
rolled in spires immense ; turning round, he raised 
his head and menacing jaws, and hissed most 
dreadfully. The vast expanse of air resounded ; 
the trees resounded, shaken to and fro from the 
very roots ; the gloomy grove resounded. Then 
terror seized, me and my companions. Medea 
alone preserved an undaunted spirit withiQ her 
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bosom. She grasped in her hands portions of 
magical plants of potent influence ; and I added 
the divine tones of my lyre. It was then that 
joining my piercing voice in harmony with the 
highest notes of the shell, and running down to 
the lowest keys, I sung in numbers now high, 
now softly deep. The song was an invocation 
of sleep ; of sleep, the tamer of gods and men ; 
that he might come and sooth the fury . of the 
dragon. The power of sleep obeyed ; and visited 
Hie Colchian land. He lulled to rest, in his pas- 
sage, the various tribes of men, the powerful 
blasts of wind, the billows of the deep, tne gush- 
ing springs of perennial waters, the courses of 
the nvers, the beasts, the birds, and all that live 
and move, causing them to sink down in sleep. 
On golden pinions he was borne ; he came, and 
hovered over the rough but flourishing realm of 
the Colchians. On the instant, a drowsy in- 
fluence seized the eyes of the monstrous dragon ; 
a sleep like that oi death. He wreathed about 
from his long spine his powerless neck and head, 
that seemed oppressea with its own scales. 
Medea, skilled in sorceries, was agreeably asto- 
nished at the sight; and encouraged the illus- 
trious son of JEson, that he should expeditiously 
snatch away the fleece of sold from the tree. 
He, bearing away the vast fleece, proceeded to 
the ship.' Such is the passage of Orpheus, which 
is well deserving of attention, both for its poetical 
merit, and for the singular display of magical 
rites and incantations which it contains. Apol- 
lonius tells us that ^etes, being frustrated in his 
intention of setting flre to the ship of the Argo- 
nauts, returned in his chariot, which was driven 
by the yomg Absyrtus. But Dionysius the Mt- 
lesian (as quoted by the ancient scholiast) saysj 
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that .^tes, finding the Arffonauts at their ship, 
actually attacked 3iem, and slew Iphis, the bro- 
ther of Enrystheus, and many others, in the com- 
bat which ensued, and in which the Colchians 
were finally routed. — Pherecydes, in his seventh 
bo<^, says that Medea took away Absyrtus out 
of his bed, and carried him to the Argonauts, at 
the suggestions of Jason ; and, after they were 
pursued, killed him, and having cut his body 
mto small pieces scattered them in the river. In 
his Scythians, Sophocles says, that Absyrtus 
was not the uterine brother of Medea : they were 
not the offspring of one bed; the youth was 
newly sprung from a Nereid. — Eiduia, the daugh- 
ter of Ocean, 'bore the virgin. 

310. The leader from the sheath.] So Virgil, 
iEneid, iv. ver. 579. 

314. BeMide the plighted maid^ There is some- 
thing very ffraceful and gallant in the whole con- 
duct and deportment of Jason on the present 
occasion; so that one can scarcely wonder, 
every thing considered, at the sacrifices Medea 
makes for him. There is also something hi^y 
animating in the address of the young hero to his 
companions. The figure of Jason, standing near 
Medea, with hope, love, and exultation in his 
countenance; the mixture of contending pas- 
sions, love, grief, shame, and terror, in the looks 
of Medea ; and the various expressions in those 
of the Argonauts, according to their different 
characters, would furnish a fine subject for a 
painter. 

330. A branch of flaming^ 4*^.] For the purpose 
of setting fire to tne ship of the Argonauts. 

353. Not Mp» but feather d, 4rc.] This compa- 
rison veiy well illustrates the noise of the sailors, 
the number of their vessek, their being closely 

t2 
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crowded together, the whiteness of the sails, and 
(he hurried motion of the vessels* 

371. PhineusJ] This communication of Phineus 
appears in the second book. 

374. Argus, Sfc] Argus convinces them that 
Phineus had really told them truth : since ther^ 
actuaiiy was to be found a homeward route, dif- 
ferent from that by which they had reached Col- 
chis, which was pointed out by the Egyptian 
priests. Herodotus, however, in his Argonauts, 
says that they returned through the same sea by 
which they ha^d proceeded to Colchis. Hecateus 
iJie Milesian says, that the Argonauts passed 
£roiii the river Phasis to the ocean ; from thence 
afterwards to the Nile; and from thence again 
to the Egean sea. This is contradicted by Arte- 
midorus the Ephesian, who says, that the river 
Phasis does not fall into the ocean; and with 
him Eratosthenus agrees, in the third book of his 
geography. Timagetus, in the first book of his 
work on ports and lakes, says, that the Ister 
descends from the Celtic lake; that, after this, 
its waters are divided into two branches ; the one 
of which falls into the Euxine, the other into the 
Celtic sea; that the Argonauts sailed through 
this latter mouth, and arrived at Tyrrh^a, Or 
Tuscany. Hesiod, Pindar in one of his Pythian 
Odes, and Antimachus in his Lydia, say, that 
the Argonauts passed through the ocean to 
Libya, and, having carried their vessel over land, 
arrived at the Egean sea. With this account 
Apollonius agrees. — (Gr. Scholiast.) Hs&lzlinus 
blames the Scholiast for saying, that Apollonius 
follows the account given by Timagetus, which 
is not the fact ; for the Argonauts are conducted 
by our poet through the Eridanus, or Po, and 
the Rhone, to the Adriatic gulf; nor was that 
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gM called, at any time, the Celtic sea. — 8ee 
Aote of Haelzlinus. 

. 381. Oldest ofmoTtaUi] Our poet asserts that 
the Egyptii^is were the most ancient inhabitants 
of the earth; but Herodotus attributes that lio- 
nour to the Phrygians. Cosmes, in the first 
book oi his £gyptiacs ; Leon, in the first of his 
books addressed to his mother; and Knossus, in 
the first book of his geography of Asia ; all con- 
cur in saying, that the Egyptians were the most 
ancient of men, and that Thebes was the first 
city built in that country; and with them Ni- 
canor, Archimachus, and Xenafforas agree : the 
■second of these writers in his Metonymiae; the 
third, in the first book of his Chronology. Hip- 
pys also says, that the Egyptians were the most 
ancient people in the world, and the first who 
formed conjectures about the temperature of the 
air, and the mixture of the aerial elements which 
compose the atmosphere. He adds, that the 
Nile was the most productive of streams; whence 
he accounts for Egypt being the land first peo- 
pled. ApoUomus says, that ' they liv«d before 
all the constellations appeared:' by which he 
must mean, before their nature had been explored 
and understood; and their names imposed on 
them. He adds, that they called the twelve 
signs of the Zodiac, OfOf ^aXam, or ' gods en- 
dowed with volition.* The planets they called 
FafiS^fom, or ' bearers of wands.' Herodotus 
asserts tnat the Phrygians were the first of men ; 
and, in support of this opinion, tells a story, how 
Psammitichus, king of Egypt, ascertained the fact 
by an experiment. ' He delivered (says the 
historian) two infants to a shepherd, with strict 
orders to suffer no person to speak to them ; but 
to have them suckled by a goat. When the chil- 
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dren began to' articulate, the first sound they 
uttered was bek, which, in the Phrygian lansuage^ 
signified '< bread.'* Hence the king concluded, 
that the Phrygians were the real aboriginal peo- 
ple, and parent stock, whence other tribes pro-* 
ceeded, and overspread the face of the eajrth.' 
This was but a simple conjecture, however ; since 
it is very obvious, that this noise which the chil- 
dren were first observed to make, was not an 
attempt to speak any language, but merely an 
effort to imitate the sounds which they had heard 
from the flocks. — (6r. Scho.) ' Certain it is, 
that there are few nations in the world which can 
pretend to an equal antiquity with the Eeyptians^ 
Their country is the only one in the wond which 
has borne the name of a son of Noah ; though it 
is uncertain whether Ham himself made any set- 
tlement there. However, his son Mizraim cer- 
tainly peopled Egypt with his own issue, under 
the names of Mizraim, Pathrusim, Casluhim, and 
Caphtorim. And yet the Egyptians themselves, 
by being ignorant of their true aescent, pretended 
even to a greater antiquity than this, asserting 
themselves to have been the first men in the world ; 
which (as well as animals) they imagined must 
have been originally produced in their country, 
rather than in any other part of the world, because 
of the benign temperature of the air, the natural 
fecundity of the Nile, and its spontaneous bringing 
forth several kinds of vegetables ; a proper food 
for the newly produced men and animals. And, 
to support this opinion by fact, they instanced in 
the great numbers of mice, which were every year 
bred out of the mud left by the Nile on its re- 
treat; some of them, as they say, appearing alive, 
and formed so far as the fore part of the body 
only, the other part being inanimate, and without 
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motion, as having not yet quite put off the nature 
of earth.' — Ant. Univ. Hist. vol. i. Bvo. p. 431. - 

384. Arcadians.] The Arcadians were said to 
have been before the moon, as £udoxus relates 
in his Periods. Theodorus, in his twenty-ninth 
book, says, that the moon appeared a little before 
the war of the giants. And Aristo the Chian in 
his Theses, and Dionysius of Chaleis in the first 
book of his Ctisis, say the same thing, and that 
the race of men who peopled Arcadia were called 
Selenites. Mnaseas says, that the Arcadians 
possessed a dominion before the appearance of 
the moon. Aristotle, in his Polity of the Te- 
geates, asserts, that ihe Barbarians {by which, 
it is to be supposed, he meant the Asiatics) dwelt 
in Arcadia, but were expelled by an attack which 
the native Arcadians made on them, before the 
appearance of the moon, t. e. before its rising ; 
whence these Arcadians obtained the name of 
t/rgotrB^if^y^i, or men anterior to the moon. Duris, 
in his fifth and tenth books of Maeedonics, says, 
tiiat Areas, from whom Arcadia took its name, 
was the son of Orchomenus, the founder of a city 
of Arcadia, which bore his name. Some si^y, 
that EndymioB, who was an Arcadian, found out 
the different periods of the various phenomena of 
the moon, and the arithmetical calculations, by 
which they might be ascertained ; and that, from 
him, the Arcadians were said to be older than 
the moon. Some, however, ascribe these dis- 
coveries to Typhon. Xenagoras gives them to 
Atlas. — Gr. Scho. 

The foregoing note of the Scholiast is very 
curious ; as it shows what extraordinary opinions 
were held by some of the ancients. Indeed the 
ignorance «ven of l<earned and intelligent men 
among them, on many subjects of astroncmiy and 
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geography, was very surprising. It appears, for 
instance, that Herodotus, a very inquisitive and 
well informed writer, did not believe that the earth 
was of a globular form. He expresses himself 
to this effect; (M elp. 36) : ^ I cannot but think it 
exceedingly ridiculous, to hear some men talking 
of the circumference of the earth; pretending, 
without the smallest reason or probability, that 
the ocean encompasses the earth ; that the earth 
is rounded, as if mechanically formed so ; and 
that Asia is equal to Europe.' 

In addition to the observations of the scholiast 
respecting the Arcadians, it is to be observed, that 
some writers endeavoured to explain their boast 
of being older than the moon, by saying that the 
Greeks generally ordered their affairs according 
to the appearance of the new and full moon. 
The Spartans considered it as criminal to begin 
any great design before they had considered die 
moon, as she appeared when new, and in the 
full. Thus, we nnd, that previous to the battle 
of Marathon, the Athenians applied to the Spar- 
tans for succours, who agreed to furnish them, 
and ordered their troops to be ready to march, 
but at the same time aeclared, that they would 
not depart in less than five days; one of their 
laws forbidding them to march but at the full of 
the moon, of which it was then but the ninth 
day. The Arcadians, who were but a savage, 
uncouth race, contrary to the general practice of 
the other Greeks, transacted their business of 
importance before the appearance of the new 
moon, or that of the full, and were therefore 
called, in derision, tffp^a-sXyjv^i ; which term of 
reproach the Arcadians artfully turned to their 
commendation; and affirmed, that they were 
older than the moon. 
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387. DeucalUm*$ blood, ^c] The descendants 
of Deucalion reigned over Thessaly, as Hecateus 
and Hesiod write. Thessaly was called Pelas- 
gia, from Pelasgus, who reigned in the country. 
— (Or. Scho.) The Pelasgi have been an object 
of attention and curiosity to different learned 
writers. The reader will find a disquisition on 
the subject in the transactions of the French 
National Institute, by Dupuis : ' If we believe 
!^horus (says he) and some other writers, as 
Strabo, in his fifth book, and the scholiast on 
Dionysius Periegetes, ver. 348. the Pelasgi 
were originally Arcadians, who embraced the 
profession of arms, and pushed their conquests 
and colonies to a great distance from thence. 
Pausanias pretends that the first savages who 
inhabited Arcadia took the name of Pelasgi, and 
their country that of Pelasgia ; and that the name 
of their king, who civilized them, was Pelasgus. 
Hesiod also supposes that Pelasgus was an an- 
cient indigenous prince or hero, who gave his 
name to the people who were, in aftertimes, 
called Danai and Arsivi. These made them- 
selves out to be the in<iUgenous inhabitants of the 
region. Pelasgus, is quasi Pelargus, a saunterer 
or wanderer. Others suppose the name Pelas- 
gus to be derived, with some change, from Pe- 
largus, which signifies a crane ; from the preva- 
lent habits of this people, and their disposition 
to emigrate. Herodotus distinguishes many 
branches of the Pelasnc nation; as the Athe- 
nians (who were called Cranai), the people of 
Lemnos, the JEgialensians. This people were 
only known in ^sia and Europe by their hostile 
incursions. Far from being the aboriginal inha- 
bitants of Greece, it appears, from the language 
and religious rites of the Pelasgi, that they 
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seemed to derive their origin irom the Scythians, 
that is» the Celts or Scandinavians.' The Pe- 
lasgi are mentioned by Thucydides, in the begin- 
ning of his works. Some writers suppose, that 
the descendants of Pele^ (the fourth in descent 
from Shem; the son of Noah, whom they imagine 
to have been the father of the Scythians) were 
the first who peopled Greece ; and that they only 
softened the name of their progenitor Peleg, and 
called themselves Pelasgi. Some learned critics 
support this opinion, bv a supposed affinity be- 
tween the Hebrew ana ancient Greek ; and by 
the various dialects and pronunciations of the 
latter, which, in the Doric, comes nearest to the 
Eastern tongues, and from the remainder of those 
tongues, especially in places where the Pelasgi- 
ans h^ye been. The first improvements which 
the savage people of Greece made ii^ their manner 
of living (such as exchanging their old food for 
more wholesome, acornji, building themselves 
huts to sleep in, and covering their bodies with 
the skins otwild beasts) were ascribed to Pelas- 
gus, whose memory was much honoured among 
them on that account. 

391. Triton,] Different causes have been as- 
signed, by the ancients, for the overflowing of 
the Nile. Anaxagoras says, that it owes. its 
increase to the melting of snows. With him 
Euripides agrees, saying, * The stream renowned 
for virgin beauties, rolling along, swelled by the 
melting of the snows, irrigates the soil.' Eschy- 
lus and Sophocles conjectured also, that great 
snows fell in the region of Egypt, the melting of 
which produced the overflowing of the Nile. 
Nicagoras says, that the Nile flows back from 
the A nteci. Democritus, the natural philosopher, 
was of opinion, that the Nile received the super- 
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flttous water from the sea on the souths which 
waa confined and overflowed; and, as to the 
3weetness of the waters, he endeavoured to ac« 
count for that, by the length of its course over 
a vast interval of country ; and by the heat of 
the sun, which evaporated the salt, and changed 
its taste. The opinion of Aristo the Chian was, 
that the sun in winter being beneath the earth, 
draws in and contracts the water ; but in summer, 
being above the earth, he no longer does so, by 
reason of the earth's being more heated ; on which 
account, her veins are relaxed and expanded, 
and she throws out the more water from ner hid-^ 
den and inward springs. Ephorus says, that 
Egypt is full of subterraneous springs and 
streams that flow under ground, and that the hot 
sun in spring, causing the earth to crack and 
open, gives them a passage, and thus enables 
them to rise to light, and increase the waters of 
the Nile; Thales the Milesian was of opinion, 
that the clouds, driven together by the Etesian 
winds, and congregated at the mountains of 
Ethiopia, were there broken ; and, descending in 
torrents of rain, caused the waters of the Nile to 
swell. In addition to this, he said, that the 
Etesian winds, blowing all the hot season over 
the Mediterranean sea in a contraiv direction to 
the course of the river, obstructed the passage of 
the waters of ihe Nile, as they flowed to the 
sea ; and, by causing them to accumulate and rise 
above their banks, produced an inundation of the 
country. The opinion of Democritus was, that 
the overflowing of the Nile was caused by the 
sun's attraction of snowy, vapours from the 
frozen mountains of the north, which being car> . 
ried by the wind southward, and thawed by 
warmer climates, fell down upon Ethiopia in 

VOL. II. u 
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deluges of rain. And the same thing is advanced 
hj Agatharcides of Cnidus, in his Peiipius of 
the Red Sea. Diogenes of Apollonia was of 
opinion, that the augmentation of the Nile was 
caused by the action of the sun raising tiie 
waters of the sea, so as to cause them to be 
poured into the bed of the Nile. He also thinks 
that the Nile is increased, in summer, fay the 
sun's turning into it the dews and exhalations 
from the earth. Such are the opinions enume- 
rated by the Greek Scholiast, on the 268th verse 
of our poet. There were other opinions eaually 
chimerical; as, for instance, that of Ueroaotus. 
* The Nile overflows in summer, because in win- 
ter the sun, driven from his usual course b^ 
storms, ascends into the higher regions of air 
above Libya; and to whatever region this power 
more nearly approaches, there the rivers and 
streams are dried, up : thus in winter the Nile is 
diminished, by the near approach of the sun in 
the regions near Egypt; while in summer the 
greater distance of the sun diminishes the cause 
of evaporation, and allows the waters to swell.' 
This opinion, which is obviously very absurd, is 
fullv refuted by Diodonis Siculus. The reader 
will find all the various opinions on this subject 
recounted in the oration of Aristides on the 
increase of the Nile. 

The Nile, at different. times, bore different ap- 
pellationsT ^ It was at first called the Triton ; it 
afterwards obtained the name of Nile, from 
Nilus the centaur,^ the son of Tantalus, who 
reigned over the country, as Hermippus relates. 
(See Gr. Scho.) The name given to ^e Nile, in 
Homer, is Egyptns: it also had the name of 
Cronides, in ancient times. Pliny says, that the 
Nile Was called Siris. With this denomination 
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the Scriptures agree, which speak of the waters 
of Seir. 

396. A valiamt chieftaisL] Sesostris, or Seson-* 
chosisy was king of all Egypt. He reigned next 
ifi succession after Orus, the son of Isis and 
Osiris. This monarch, having made an inroad 
into Asia, suhdued it, and also a considerable 
part of Europe. The most accurate account of 
his actions is found in Herodotus. Theopomi^ 
pus, in his third book, calls him Sesostris, not 
oesonchosis. H«t>dotus relates, that if he 
happened to overthrow any nations in war, he 
erected columns expressive of the manner of his 
conquest. If the pec^le in question had made 
a feeble and pusillanimous defence, the columns 
bore certain attributes, or ensigns, of the softer 
sex. If, on die contrary, they had made a brave 
.and vigorous defence, the columns bore the a1>» 
tributes of the male kind. As to the time when 
Sesonchosis lived, ApoUonius says only, in gene- 
ral terms, that jbe was very ancient. But Di- 
cearcfaus, in his second book, says, that Seson- 
chosis affected the Grecian manner of living^ 
and was said to have established laws, by which 
it was (H'dained that t^ son should not forsake 
the trade of his father : the permitting of which, 
he apprehended, would tend to too great an irre- 
(polarity of ranks and conditions. They say, too, 
that he was the first who taught men to ride on 
horseback; &ough some refer these institutions 
to Cyrus. — Gr. Scho. 

This institution which the Scholiast mentions, 
confining the son to the profession of his father, 
is noticed by other writers. Not only the hus^ 
bandman and shepherd were obliged to follow 
the vocation of their fathers; but this ordinance 
extended to all arts and trades : and each person 



224 APOLLONIUS RHODItlS. 

was confined to that which his ancestors hiaid 
exercised, without a power of meddling with any 
other. Thus, being cut off from all hopes of 
rising to the magistracy, and having no rocmi for 
popular ambition, they stuck closely to what they 
professed. They were never permitted to concern 
themselves with civil affairs; and if they at^ 
tempted it, or undertook any business which did 
not belong to their hereditary profession, they 
were severely punished. There is something like 
this in what prevails at this day in the East 
Indies, where the people are divided into casts 
or classes, and each class is confined to a certain 
hereditary art or employment, and prohibited, 
mider the most formidable penalties, trom inter'^ 
meddling with that belonging to another. 

Sesostris was called by various names, as Se-> 
soosis, Sesonchis, Sesonchosis, Sesothis. Sir 
Isaac Newton is of opinion, that Sesostris is the 
Osiris of the Egyptians, the Bacchus of the 
Greeks, and the 8esao of the Scriptures ; and, 
among other arguments, draws one from the pas-* 
sage quoted from Dicearchus by the Scholiast of 
Apollonius. He not only overran all' the coun- 
tries which Alexander afterwards invaded, but 
crossed both' the Indus and Ganges; and thence 
penetrated to the Eastern ocean. He thence 
turned towards the north, and attacked the nations 
of Scythia, until at last he arrived at the Tahais, 
or Don, which divides Europe and Asia. Justin, 
however, tells us that Sesostris, dispatching am* 
bassadors to summon the Scythians to surrender, 
they sent back his messengers with pontempt and 
defiance, and immediately took up arms. Sesos- 
tris, being informed that they were marching 
towards him, faced about suddenly, and fled 
before them; leaving his baggage and Mrarlike 
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apparel to the pursuers, who foUow.ed \^m till 
they had reached the borders of Egypt. Pliny 
folates, that he was overthrown by the kjpg pf 
Colchis, lib. xxxiii. c. 3. And Valerius jPlac* 
Gus intimates (Argonaut, lib. v. ver. 420), that be 
was repulsed with great slaughter, and put tp 
flight in these parts. Whether he had good or 
bad success in these countries, it is a compio)^ 
opinion that he settled a colony in Colchis : 
though Herodotus, who is most worthy of credit^ 
does not decide whether it was of his own 
planting, or whether part of his army, tired out, 
loitered in the rear, and yoluntarily sat down on 
the banks of the hver Phasis. He says, from 
his own experience, that the inhabitants were un-r 
doubtedly of Egyptian descent, as was visible 
from the personal similitude they bore to the 
Egyptians, who were swarthy and frizzle*haired; 
but more especially from the conformity of their 
customs, particularly circumcision, and from the 
affinity ot their language with that of Egypt. 
And many ages afterwards at Ea, the capital of 
Colchis, they showed maps of their journeys, 
and the bounds of sea ana land, for the use of 
travellers; and hence came geography. — (See 
Hesiod. Diod. Sic. lib. i. Univ. Hist. vol. ii.) 
It is rather extraordinary (as some of the com- 
mentators of our author, and Mr. Bryant observe), 
that Apollonius, who was himself an Egyptian, 
when he comes to mention the exploits of this 

Srince, suppresses his name. Perhaps he was 
oubtful by what appellation most properly to 
distinguish him, as he was known under so many. 
The Scholiast quotes an ancient writer, named 
8c3rmnus, who composed a description of Asia, 
as corroborating what is said by Herodotus ror 
specttng the conquests and colonies of Sesofstris. 

u2 
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It is said by somey that the repulses which Seso^ 
tris experienced, together with the revolt of his 
brother Danaus, put a stop to his victories ; and 
that, in returning home, he left part of his men 
in Colchis and at Mount Caucasus, under M&tes 
and Prometheus ; and lus women upon the river 
Thermodon, under their new queens, Marthesia 
and Lampetos for Diodorus, speaking of the 
Amazons, says, that they dwelt origmally in 
Libya, and there reigned over the Atiantides; 
and, invading their neighbours, conquered as far 
as Europe. Mr. Whiston is of opinion, that Se- 
sostris is the very Pharaoh who perished in the 
Red Sea, and the very Typhon of the mytholo- 
gists. Dicearchus (as quoted by the Scholiast, 
on this present passage of Apollonius) says, in 
his first book, that from the reign of Sesonchoeis 
to Nilus was a period of two thousand five hun- 
dred years; from the reign of Nilus to the fourth 
Olympiad, four hundred and thirty-six years : so 
that tne whole time made a period of two thou- 
sand oine hundred and thirty-six years. The 
Sassage, in the original, is obscure and difficult; 
ut is certainly curious, as being connected with 
the history and antiquities of Egypt. It is one 
of those in which Apollonius indulges his passion 
for ancient history and tradition: and as he was 
a man of great reading, he must be considered 
as preserving many things from other ancient 
writers. 

405. E&'s waUs.] The poet makes Argus say, 
that Ea had remained unshaken and prosperous 
from the irruption of Sesostris to his time; and 
that the descendants of those who had been 
planted in Colchis by that conqueror still sub- 
sisted. — Gr. Scho. 
411. Tablets scidptured,] The ancient Egjp- 
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ttans were tihe inyentors of many useful arts and 
sciences. Geometry is, on all sands, agreed to 
hsLYe been first found out in their country. It. is 
generally supposed too, that astronomy was in- 
Tented by them; as, by reason of the cpnstant 
serenity of the air, and the flatness of the eown- 
try, they could observe the heavenly motions 
earlier, and with more ease, than other people* 
The Egyptian learning was partly inscrioed on 
columns, and partly committed to writing, in ^e 
sacred books. Not only the Effyptians, but se- 
veral other ancient nations, used to preserve the 
memory of things, by inscriptions on pillars ; to 
say nothing of those which Seth (as it is pre- 
tended) set up, before the flood, for the same 
purpose. We are told, that the Babylonians 
kept their astronomical observations engraved on 
bncks; and Democritus is said to have traa* 
scribed, his moral discourses from a Babylonish 
pillar. But the most famous of all were ^e co- 
lumns of Hermes in Egypt, mentioned by muiy 
authors. On them, he is said to have inscribea 
his learning, which was afterward9 explained 
more at large, by the second Hermes, in several 
books. ^ It is certain, at least, that, from . these 
pillars, the Greek philosophers and Egyptian hisr 
torians took many things. Pythafforas and Plato 
both read them, and borrowed their philosophy 
from thence. Sanchoniatho and Manetho made 
use of the same monuments, which were still re- 
maining in the time of Proclus, or not long before. 
They stood. in certain subterraneous apartments 
near Thebes, To these inscriptions succeeded 
the sacred books, somewhat more recent, but not 
less famous; to which Sanchoniatho and Mane- 
tho are also said to have been beholden for the 
perfecting of their histories. These bopks not 
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only contained what related to Ae worsWp of liie 
ffods, and the laws of the kingdom, but histoncat 
collections ; nay, even all kinds of miscellaneous 
and philosophical matter of considerable moment; 
which accounts for their having those memonals 
touching the course of the Danube. For it was 
part of the business of the priests, or sacred 
scribes, to msert in those public registers what- 
ever deserved to be recorded and transmitted to 
posterity, as well as carefully to preserve what 
had been delivered down to them from tbeir an- 
cestors.--See Ant. Univ. Hist. vol. i. p. 480. 

411. Tablets sculptwred.] Kvpfie^s, m the onpr 
nal, which the Scholiast says, means the tables 
or columns of stone on which llie laws used to be 
written in popular states, as is mentioned by 
ApoUodorus. These tables were called Kwppiif , 
quad Kopopif : first, by a syncope or abbrevia- 
tion of the word ; and, after, by changing the let- 
ter (p into /3. This account of the origin of the 
name in question is to be found in the ancient 
Scholiast on the * Clouds of Aristophanes.' It 
is said, that in process of time, when the laws 
came to be written on tablets of wood painted 
white, they were also called cyrbes; although the 
word properly denotes the tables, or columns of 
stone only, which contained sacred writinffs; as 
we are assured by Eratosthenes. The tablets at 
Athens, on which the laws were written, were 
called 'A0«yf^. Some, who pretend to superior 
accuracy, say, that the d^ovts were four square 
stones; the Kvpfieig triangular; and that the laws 
were inscribed, indifferently, on both the one and 
the other.^See the Greek Scholiast, I. 280.) In 
conformity with the foregoing account, it wiU be 
recollected, that the laws of Moses were written 
by God on tables of stone. But, as is justly ob^ 
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served by Haelzlinus, it does seem that the poet» 
in the passage before us» meant not to speak of 
the tables on which laws were inscribed; .but 
rather of such tables as are mentioned by Elian, 
in the third book of his Written History, and 
called by him wnfonta; which, in fact, were geo- 
graphical monuments or delineations of different 
countries, executed on columns of stone, plas- 
tered over, and after that painted. We have had 
an instance of a work, in the present times, of a 
nature somewhat analoffous ; a map, or geogra- 

{>hical delineation of France, according to its 
ater boundaries, engraved or sculptured on mar- 
ble, and coloured. 

415. Remateit homJ] All rivers are said to be 
horns of the ocean. The Ister is said to be a 
remote horn, because it springs in Scythia, a dis- 
tant region. — Gr. Scho. 

419' J^ajestic hter.] The poet says that the 
Danube is the s^me with Ister; whence Ovid 
calls the Ister Binomiaa: and that it descends 
from the country of the Hvperboreans and the 
Riphean hills — (m this he follows the authority of 
Eschylus, in his ' Prometheus freed*), and is 
divided between the Scythians and Tbracians, 
And also, that one branch falls into ike sea 
which bathes the shores of Greece, the other into 
the Adriatic gulf. The Riphean hills are situated 
to the eastward: a circumstance to which Calli- 
machus alludes. Eratosthenes, in the third book 
of his geography, says that this river flows from 
desert regions, and surrounds the island of Peuc£« 
But no one, except Timagetus, whom'Apollonius 
followed, pretends to say that the Argoqa^ts 
sailed through the Ister into the Grecian sea.. 
Scypnus asserts, that they sailed through the 
Tanais into the great sea, and thence iqto the 
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Gredaa sea : he conjectures that Ihe Argonauts, 
when they arrived at the continent between the 
two seas, carried their vessel on poles or great 
lances, until they reached the other sea. Hesiod 
asserts, that they sailed through the Phasis: 
Hecateus, consulting him, says that the Phasis 
could not bring them from Colchis to the sea; 
nor will he allow that they sailed through the 
Tanais. He maintains that they held the same 
route homewards which they had pursued in their 
way to Colchis ; as Sophocles, in his Scythians, 
relates, and Callimachus: whence they say it 
happened that the Stythians, who sailed mto 
the Adriatic sea, did not meet with the Argo^ 
nauts, while others, who passed through the 
Cyanean rocks, overtook them at Corcyra. But 
the Ister, as soon as it coines into the region be- 
tween Scythia and Thrace, is divided into two 
branches ; and the one discharges itself into the 
£uxine, the other into the Tyrrhenian sea.— 
(Gr. Scho.) Such is the note of the ancient 
annotator on our poet: it is not very clear or 
intelligible. Probably the text may have been 
corrupted: I have given it in his own words. 
It is, however, curious, and deserving of notice, 
as it shows the strange notions which Qie ancients 
entertained; and their gross ignorance on geo^ 
grapWcal subjects. 

It is not surprising that our author, and other 
poets, either from real ignorance, or from their 
desire of entertaining their readers by fabulous 
and fanciful embellishments, and marvellous inci-f 
dents, should depart from physical and geogra- 
phical truth, as they have done in many instan"* 
ces ; and from authentic history ; since we find 
such material deviations, in this respect, in such 
H sober and judicious writer as Herodotus, who 
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took considerable pains on the subject of geogra- 
phy. The Danube was the greatest riTer, ex- 
cepting the Nile, known to Herodotus. He 
conceired, that it underwent two Tariations in 
size in Summer and Winter ; (Melpora. 48 — 60.) 
— See^ too, his errors as to the relative position 
of the Caspian, Euxine, and Persian seas, to 
each other, and to the Mediterranean. It is ob- 
servable, too, that Apollonius does not here iqpeak 
in his own person, or pledge himself for the truth 
of what is advanced respecting the course of the 
Danube, the face of the country, or the different 
routes by which the Argonauts might expect to 
reach Greece from Colchos. He cautiously puts 
all that is said on the subject into the moutn of 
Argus, who professes to derive his knowledge 
from the traditions of the ancient Egyptians ; 
and in making him deviate from the truth, one 
might imagine that the poet thought he save a 
more faithful picture of the rudeness and igno- 
rance of the age he meant to describe; did we 
not find him, in the sequel, actually conducting 
his Argonauts home b)r a route wmch sets geo" 
graphy at defiance. 

The poet must confound the Riphean of Scy- 
thian mountains, at the heads of the Tanais, with 
the Alps ; or else must have been wholly ignorant 
of the true source of the Danube ; which rises 
(see Cox's Travels into Swisserland, toI. i. p. 3), 
near the Alps ; in that part of the circle of Suabia, 
on the west, which adjoins the Swiss bounds, at 
a place called Donauschingen. ' This place is 
the principal residence of the Prince of f ursten* 
berg, and in the court-yard of the palace the 
Danube takes its rise.'— See too Pliny, lib. ir. 
cap. 12. 

422. Bareoi 'gint to blow*] The springs of the 
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later are not ezaetly to the north of Greece, but* 
to the north-west. Nor is what tiie poet says of 
die Riphean hills (which, with respect to the 
Danube, must be taken to be the same with the 
Alps), namely, that they are seated beneath the 
noith pole, to be exactly scrutinized. It is ac- 
tually a part of poetic^ skill to seem to thinks and 
really to speak, with the Tul^r ; and to mask the 
truth, by choice, in fables, that it may not shine 
out too palpably, and become less susceptible of 
ornament. Stnckius say s , that by Riphean moun^ 
tains here, ApoUonius means the Rhetian Alps. 
— Haelzlinus. 

428, Trinacrid's tides,] The sea that washed 
the shores of Sicily, called Trinacria; from its 
three promontories, Pachinus, lilybaeum, and 
Pelorus. The poet means to say, that one branch 
of the Ister flows into the Adriatic, the other 
into the Tuscan sea; which, by catachresis, he 
calls the Trinacrian sea.-^Gr. Scho. 

429. My native coast.] Greece. Argus here 
speaks of himself as a Grecian ; and properly does 
so, being sprung from Athamas : and he confirips 
his assertion by adding, Greece is my native land, 
as sure as Achelous is a Grecian riyer. — See the 
Gr. Scho. 

437. Lycus ^spring.] Dascylus, son of Lycus, 
king of the IVfanandyni, who had been sent by 
his father as a guide to the Argonauts, and had 
hitherto accompanied them. — See book ii. . 

454. Ionian InmnidL] The Ionian sea was pro^ 
perly that which bathes the coast of Italy on the 
•one hand, and part of Greece and Dalmatia on 
the other; and into which the- Adriatic opens. It 
took its name from lonius, a person of lUyrian 
race; as Theopompus mentions in his twenty* 
&rst book. — (Gr^ Scho.) Or rather,- from the 
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tribe of loniansy who peopled gceat part of 
Greece and Asia Minor, and are supposed to- 
be the descendants of Jaran. Thus Milton 
says: * The Ionian gods, of Jayan*s bsue held 
gods.' It was called by some, anciently, the 
Adriatic; indeed the two names of Ionian and 
Adriatic were used indifferently. 

457. Peuci,'] Eratosthenes, in his g:eograpbv, 
writes, that in the Danube there is an island ot a 
triangular form, equal in dimension to Rhodes; 
that this island abounds in pines, whence it takes 
its name ; that the yertez ox the triansle is turned 
towards the course of the river, £yiding the 
stream ; and that the base or broadest side is pre* 
sented to the sea. Its two other sides are thus 

§ laced parallel to the banks of the river.^Or. 
cho. 

4do. Through tki$.] The two channels, by which 
the Danube is said here to discharge itself into 
the sea, were called Arax and Calon. The Ar- 
gonauts passed through the former; Absyrtus, 
with the Colchians^rough the latter.— Gr. Scho« 

460. Tke rude and timoroutt Sfc] Dryden en- 
deavours to describe an impression of this kind, 
in his play of the Indian Emperor (Act. i. Sc. 2); 
but exaggerates the thoughts to bombast; as is 
too frequently his manner. 

474. Scythian race.] The country of the 8cy« 
thians answered to that of the Ukraine, the No-« 

Sals Tartars, and the Don Cossacs. This is a 
at country: the Laurian plain here 8]>oken of 
was one of those extensive plains in which Sey-' 
thia abounded. Timonax (as quoted by the Ghreek 
Scholiast) writes, in his first book concerning 
ScyUiia, that there were fifty different, tribes be- 
lonffing to that country. The Siffunni and Grau- 
(Senii were of the. number. The former took their 

VOL. II. X 
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name from a kind of spear used by thenii^ the 
Sindi were the people in whose re^on the Ister 
diyided itself. Heilanicasy in his rarst book con^ 
ceming nations, says, that as von sail iAto the 
Bosporus, the Sindi occur; and abore them the 
MflBotae, or Mieotic Scythians. — (Ghr. Seho.) There 
were, in fact, two countries of the name of Scy- 
thia — the Western or Euxine, and the Eastern or 
country of the Massagetse. Western Scythia 
was a member of Europe ; Eastern, of Asia. 

476. 7^ wild Sigynian, Sfe,] Herodotus speaks 
thus of the country, Euterp. 19. * With respect 
to the more northern parts of this region, and its 
inhabitants (Thrace), nothing has yet been deci- 
sively ascertained. What lies beyond the Ister 
is a vast and almost endless space. The whole 
of this (as far as I am able to learn) is inhabited 
by the SigynsB, a people who in dress resemble 
the Medes ; their horses are low in stature and of 
a feeble make, but their hair grows to the length 
of fiye digits. The^r are not able to carry a man ; 
but j yoked to a carriage, are remakable for swift- 
ness : for which reason, carriages are here very 
common. The confines of this people extend 
almost to the Eneti, on the Adriatic. They call 
themselyes a colony of the Medes.' 

479. Angurus.'] A mountain near the river 
Ister. Timagetus mentions it, in his work on 
ports and harbours. — Gr. Scho. 

480. CauHae roek.] This was a rock in Scythia, 
near the Ister, of which Polemo speaks in his ori<- 
gin of Italian and Sicilian colonies. It is said by 
Sie poet, that the Ister divides into its two arms 
at Mount Angurus ; one going to the Euxine, the 
other to the Adriatic sea.-^Gr. Scho. 

485. Ckromkm deep.] The Adriatic sea. It was 
called Chronian because of the supposition that 
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Chronus or Saturp passed from Greece into Italy, 
which bordered on the Adriatic sea. Hence 
Italy is called, by Virgil, Saturnian : Sahe magna 
parens return Satumia tellus. This fable is men- 
tioned by Ennius, in his Annals: Satwrnnu quern 
Celu, genuit; and by L. Accius, in his Annals, 
as quoted by Macrobius. The near situation of 
Italy to the west of Greece naturally led the 
Greeks to transfer Chronus to Italy. Anciently, 
also, it was believed, that the west was nearer 
to the infernal regions, and therefore to Tartarus, 
whither Saturn was thrust down. — So Virgil, 
.^Bneis, lib. viii. ver. 319. On account of this flight 
of Saturn, the Adriatic sea is called the * bosom 
of Rhea,' by ^chylus, in his Prometheus, ver, 
836» See professor Heyne*s fifth essay on the 
seventeenth book of the .Mneis. 

491. DianJ] In the oriffinal, Artemb Bryteis, 
or rather Brygeis; from me Bry^ges or Brygii, a 
people of lUyria, who are mentioned in a subse-* 
quent part of this book. See ver. 471» or Bryges, 
quaH Phryges. See a preceding note on the 
Phrygians. 

505. Treaty.] The Minyse, finding themselves 
so much outnumbered by the Colchians, andfear** 
ing that they might be overpowered and cut off 
by them, resorted to artifice to supply what they 
wanted in force: or, at least, to produce some 
advantage by delay. They, therefore, entered 
into a negotiation with their opponents, tending 
to a compromise ; the terms of which were to be, 
that Medea should remain, for a time, in the 
hands of certain arbitrators, who were to deter- 
mine whether she should be restored to her pa-* 
rents, or remain with Jason: and that, in the 
meanwhile, the Argonauts should retain the pos- 
session of the golden fleece. It seems to be pro^ 
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bable that the Argonauts, having ffahed theii^ 
object by the assistance of Medea, did not wish 
to be encumbered with her; or, at least, did not 
desire to expose themselves to any dangers on her 
account, and therefore seriously thought of giving 
her up, until they were turned from their purpose 
by her spirit and eloquence. This part ot the 
original is very obscure and unsatisfactory. It 
does not appear who, on the part of the Argo- 
nauts, entered into the negotiation mentioned by 
the poet Perhaps Jason himself secretly wished 
to leave Medea behind. The poet also has forgot 
to mention who were the arbitrators, whose deci- 
sion was to be conclusive as to the destiny of 
Medea. They were, most probably, some princes 
of the neighbourhood. ApoUodorus here differs 
from our poet. 

523. £!%<$ marA'cI, 4*c.] Our poet was certainly 
much indebted for the impassioned and eloouent 
passage which succeeds to the Medea of Euri- 
pi4es, which contains some of the most pathetic 
and beautiful sentiments imaginable on the subject 
.of a wife being deserted by her husband. Virgil 
has imitated £e expostulatory address of Medea 
to Jason ; .^neis, ub. iv. ver. 305. There is the 
same passion in both. It seems also, that Oa- 
tuUus had this passage of our author in view in his 
fine poem of the Epithalamium of Peleus and 
Thetis, where he introduces Ariadne complaining! 

Sioeine me patriU abdactam perfide ab oris 
Perfide, &c. 

I 

And particularly in the line following, \rhicb 
seems to be a transcript from Apollonius : 

At noD haeo qnoodam blanda promUsa dedisti. 

The passages in Virgil are so universally knpwB> 
that It were idle to transcribe them here; tlie 
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reader^ who turns to them, will see how closely 
the Latin poet follows his Grecian master. 

Medea was one of those dramatic characters 
which Horace considered as fully known and 
ascertained by tradition : Sit Medea ferox mtoic- 
toque. Our author has well adhered to the out* 
line of this delineation. In every situation she 
exhibits a fierce and indomitable mind. At the 
same time, she is not divested of feminine soft- 
ness, and the graces of her sex. This shows 
great art and happiness, the hand of a master in 
the portrait. 

610. To hurl the hrand.'l '^^ same idea occurs 
to Dido, in the fourth £neid, Implestemque foroe 
flamnm: and a little after, Memei mper ipsa 
dedisaem. 

633. This treaty shall confound,'] According to 
the account given of it by Jason, the artifice of 
the treaty consisted in the deceiving Absyrtus 
with the prospect of obtaining what he sought in 
a peaceable manner, and inducing him to wait 
until his numerous forces should disband of them- 
selves; after which, it seems to have been the 
plan of the Argonauts and their leader, to fall 
upon him when they found his numbers greatly 
diminished by the departure of his followers^ 
The speech of Jason is perfectly in character; 
calm, artful, and plausible. 

656. Heralds,'] These must have been heralds 
sent from the Colchians, for the purpose of re- 
claiming Medea: ' If I can induce these men 
(says the princess), by my artful representations, 
to cooperate in my views, they may be made the 
instruments of inducing Absyrtus to come and 
put himself into our power.* 

658. By thine hand to fall.'] There is something, 
perhaps, that shocks probability and decorum in 

x2 



238 APOLLONIUS RHODtVS. 

the ferocity of the sentiments attributed here to 
Medea. — ^Yet the Lady Macbeth of Shakspeare 
is equally fierce and sanguinary. 

666. Lemnian queem.'l Hypsipyle. She was 
daughter to Thoas, king of L^mnos, who was the 
son of Bacchus and Ariadne. We have seen» in 
the first book, how the life of this prince was pre- 
served by the piety of his daughter. 

678. Nyteian god,'\ Bacchus was so called from 
Nysa» a city of Arabia, where he was nursed. 
There was also another city of the same name in 
India, founded by Bacchus. One of the two tops 
of Mount Parnassus, which was consecrated to 
Bacchus, was likewise called Nysa. 

^1. From CrnowtM.] This was a city of Crete, 
whence Theseus bore away Ariadne, the daughter 
of Minos, king of the island. There is something 
ingenious and happily ominous of the future fate 
of Medea, in the making Jason present her with 
gifts which he had received from Hypsipyle, 
whom he abandoned; and which had rormerly 
belonged to Ariadne, who had been deserted by 
Theseus. 

882. JMs shore.l This was the same vrith the 
bland of Naxus. Callimachus recognises this 
appellation, which was more ancient than that of 
jNaxus. 

696. HurVd tpelU.'] Thus Milton, in his mask 
of.Comus, 
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My dazzling spells into the spangj air, 

Of power to cheat the ejes with blear illnsion. 

699. Pernicious lave.] Thus we have 'OuAo^ 
Mptffs* And, in Virgil, ^neid iv. 

Improbe amor, quid bqii mortalia pectora cogis ? 
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And again, 

id DOB mortalui peotora eogif , ami nan 
? 



705. O Mute, relate^ The poet here invokes 
the muse to relate the subsequent transaction^ in 
order to show how apprehensive he was, that the 
unnatural atrocity of Medea might appear incre- 
dible to posterity; and might, Uieretbre, require 
the sanction of divine testimony. Apollonius is 
not here like some writers, who think it incum- 
bent on them to make their heroes and heroines 
always in the right, and to find or invent some 

Slausible pretence for every thing they do. He 
oes not attempt to conceal or puliate the turpi- 
tude of the conduct of Medea and Jason, but 
speaks of them with the proper abhorrence that 
their crime deserved. 

731. Wibf nster,'\ See the description of the 
character oi Pandora in Hesiod. 

738. VeilJl The circumstance of Medea's co- 
vering her face with her veil, that she might not 
see the death of her brother, though she was the 
very perspn who had suggested the idea of mur- 
denng him^ had instigated Jason to commit the 
deed, and even delivered the victim into his 
hands, reminds one of the momentary and abor- 
tive remorse of Lady Macbeth : 

—— Had he DOt resembled 
Mj fiidier as he slept, najself had doa*t ? 

The circumstance of .the veil might have been 
suggested to the poet by the device of Timanthes 
the painter, who, representing the sacrifice of 
Iphigenia, and finding himself unable to depict 
the feelings of Agamemnon, threw a veil over the 
fiice of the monarch; and made him cover his 
eyes, that he might not behold the sacrifice of his 
child. 
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758. Fury.} The origin of the Furies was very 
extraordinary > and worthy of their nature and 
functions. When Chronus, the son of Uranus, 
at the instigation of his mother Terra, dismem- 
bered his father, the Furies were produced from 
the drops of blood which fell on the ground at 
that time, ^schylus, however, makes them the 
daughters of Night. Epimenides, or rather £m- 
pedocles, assigns Chronus as their father in these 
lines : 

Of him was golden Venus radiant hair'd. 

Of him the' eternal Fates, and last dread birth, . 

The Faries, ranging earth to punish orimes. 

761. First jruits.'] As of victims slain at the 
altar, from which certain parts were taken in the 
first instance. The ancients were possessed with 
such a weak superstition, that they believed if 
any person were treacherously slam, the mur- 
derer micht escape the punishment due to bis 
ffuilt, and still the terrors of his own conscience, 
if he were to cut off certain extrfemities of the 
dead body, and suspend them under his armpits. 
We find this custom alluded to in the Electra of 
Sophocles. — See Gr. Scho. and Haelzlinus. 

771. Entomb'' d his bonesJ] There was a city 
built at the place where the bones of Absyrtus 
were buried, called after him Absyrtus. It is 
mentioned by Apollodorus Eustathius in his com- 
ment on Dionysius Periegetes, and by Strabo, 
lib. vii. 

792. Peleus thus.] This speech of Peleus is 
well suited to his 'character, which was a happy 
mixture of prudence and daring. The Argonauts 
were even yet apprehensive of the ColcMans, and 
doubtful wnether they should put to sea, until 
they were determined by his arguments. 

806. Eketris.) This was an island near the 
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mouth of die irrer Po^ in the Adriatic gulf.-— 
See subsequent notes. 

815. Dimened they roamJ] ^ome of these CoI<- 
chians settled in the region where Absyrtus was 
treacheEouslv kiUed, and lay interred, and were 
called from him Absyrtensians. Others of them 
settled in Iliyria, in the district of £nchelyes» 
near the Ceraunian mountains. — (6r. Scho.) The 
Ceraunian mountains were high hills, on the bor- 
ders of Epirus, near Valona, reaching even to 
the sea, where the Ionian sea is separated from 
the Adriatic. They are now called Monti di 
Chimeia. Heyne observes, that it is said by 
Apollonius that the Colchians, who settled at 
the Ceraunian mountains, migrated from the con-^ 
tinent to an island opposite. Now there is uq 
isiaod opposite and contiguous to the Ceraunian 
mountains of Epirus. "niere were indeed, in 
Illjrricum, Ceraunian mountains, which are men* 
tioned both by Plii^y and Ptolemy, and there 
are a multitude of islands opposite to Illyricum. 
The recollection of this may tnrow some light on 
the passage of Apollonius before us. 

824. Qtdmms, HarmoniaJ] Harmonia was a 
princess of Samothrace, the daughter of Corytus, 
by Electra, the daughter of Atlas. Her brothers 
were Jasius and Dardanus. The former suc- 
ceeded his father in the kingdom of Samothrace, 
whence he removed to Phrygia, and left the 
government of Samothrace to his brother Dar- 
danus. Harmonia married Cadmus, whom her 
brother had initiated in the mysteries of religion. 
According to other fables, Cadmus married Her- 
mione, the daughter of Mars and Venus;, or, as 
others call her, Harmonia;. on which occasion 
Ihe gods came to Cadmus, and assisted at his 
ivedding* By her ^he had a son, named Poly* 
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dorus, a&d four daiu^ters» Semele^ Ino^ Airtonoe, 
Agave. For the fate of these, see Ovid and 
Euripides. — Vide ApoUodori Bibliotheca, lib. iii« 
cap. 4. 

825. Encheiean race.] These people lived on 
the confines of lUyria; being at wax with the 
lUyriansy their neighbours, they were commanded 
by the oracle to choose Cadmus as their general. 
He left Thebes, to his son Polydorus, and went 
to head them. Here it is that he and his wife 
were feigned to have been turned into seipents $ 
a story, to which the name of the people among 
whom they settled might have given occasion. 
Some interpret this fable to signify, that they 
degenerated from their pristine civility to barba- 
rians. Here Cadmus had another son, whbmhe 
either called Illyrius, from the lUyrians, his new 
conquered subjects, or else that people took their 
name from him : Dionysius Penegetes speaks of 
the transfonnation of Cadmus and Harinonia, 
and of the tomb erected to their memory. 

833. HyUean seats.'\ The Hyllenses were a 
people of lUyria. They ^ere so called from 
Hytlus, the son of Hercules. Hercules had this 
son by the nymph Melita. 

857. Pheada*'] This was the ancient name of 
the island of Corcyra, so much celebrated by 
Homer and our poet; and so famous, in latter 
times, for the dreadful seditions which raged 
among its inhabitants. It is now known by the 
name of Corfu. It was subject, for some cen- 
turies, to the Venetians ; but has lately become 
part of, the republic of the Seven Islands. 

858. MelitaJl The nymph Melita was the 
daughter of Nereus, whose residence was in the 
Egean sea. — (See post, ver. 922.) The island of 
Malta seems to have been called after her. 
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860. NoMiiihomi,] He was the son of Neptune 
•nd Peribea» and father of Alcinous. 

868. IfocrttJ An bland on the coast of Caria* 
It was anciently known by the name of Scheria. 

886. MmJroMiie mood, ^c] Eurystheus, son (^ 
Sthenelas, who reigned in Mycenae, began to 
look on Hercules with a jealous eye, on account 
of his title to the crown, as being the reputed 
son of Amphytryon, the cousin german ot £u- 
rystheus; and fearing lest, in time, he should be 
dispossessed by the hero, his hatred and jealousy 
rose to such height, that he left no means untried 
to destroy him. Hercules, who was not insen- 
sible of the motives which led Eurystheus to en* 
gage him perpetually in some desperate .enter- 
prise or other, consulted the oracle on the sub- 
ject; and received for answer, that it was the 
pleasure of the gods that he should serve and 
implicitly obey Eurystheus for twelve years. By 
this response he ivas thrown into a deep melan- 
choly, which, in the end, turned into furious 
madness; during the paroxysms of which, among 
other outrageous acts, he put away his wife 
Megafa, and murdered all his children by her, 
which are supposed to have been twelve; be- 
cause the king imposed on him that number of 
labours as an expiation for their death. After 
this he was restored to his senses. It must 
have been long after these events that the Argo- 
nautic enterprise took place, since they are al- 
luded to in tne course of the narrative. 

885. iSm^, ye Mutes.] Thus Milton, Paradise 
Lost, book i. 

Saj, Mom, their ntmet tfara known, who first, who init, 
BooMd fronr their slrabor on that fierj coach. 

The poet interrogates the Muse how the Argo- 
nauts pursued their voyage after the death of 
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AbsyrtttSy and how they aniyed at the 6^» 
This iiiYOcation of the Muse is introduced to give 
a greater air of solemnity and authenticity to the 
narratiye. Apollonius seems to haye been aware 
that many would censure the long narratiye of 
the circuitous nayigation of his heroes^ as whoUy 
fictitious and improbable. He seems to haye 
known the true description of the earth, as far 
as it was known ^en ; and to haye designedly 
made the truth bend to poetical tradition; from 
which, perhaps, he did not think himself at li- 
berty to depart, in a story of so much celebrity, 
and which nad been treated by so many writers, 
as the Argonautic expedition. It is obseryable, 
that Apollodorus, the Athenian, a prose writer, 
agrees with our poet in the most wild and ro- 
mantic parts of his story, and particularly in the 
gross deyiations from geographical truth. Hiis 
evinces, that all the incidents of * the Areonautic 
tale diyine,' were so receiyed and settled, by ge^ 
neral tradition, that a departure from them wo^d 
haye appeared a sort of sacrilege. The poet, 
therefore, meant his invocation of the Muse as a- 
sort of apology for his deviation from what he 
knew to be true; for his gross and monstrous 
errors in points of geography. It is intended as 
an intimation to his reader, that he himself did 
not believe in what he narrated, but knew it ta 
be fictitious. After all, why should Apollonius 
be more accurate than Virgil? The description 
of the strait of Messina of the latter, vnm its 
Scylla and Gharybdis, is known to be a mere 
poetic fiction. In truth, the narratiye of the roj" 
age of the Argonauts is not more improbable 
than those which Homer and Virgil giye of the 
wanderings of their heroes in the narrow seas 
bKanching out into the Mediterranean, for. tea or. 
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for seven yean ^ the sliortest' of which periods 
would haye been sufficient for compassing the 
^obe of the earth repeatedly. 

886. AMMomanJ] Some critics have charged 
Apollonius with an anachronism, in ascribing the 
name of Ausonia to Italy , as if it were an appel- 
latien of the country at the time of the Argo-* 
ttautic^xpedHion; whereas, it acquired this name 
at a subsequent period from Auson, the son of 
Ulysses and Calypso ; but it seems to be rather 
severe and hypercritical to treat poets as if they 
were bound, Uke historians, to strict ohrcmolo-' 
gical exactness.T-See Gr. Scho. 

887. lAputit iilet.] They were three in nnm* 
ber, lying adjacent to the coast of Italy. They 
were also called Stechades, from Sroivof, * a 
rank,' because they lay all in a row. The first 
was called Prota, the middle Afesa, the last 
Hypea: names expressive of their respective 
positions. They are mentioned by Pliny, lib. iii« 
cap. 5. Thev are called Ligustic, from the peo- 
|4e who inhabited them, the Lignrians; who also 
cave their name- to lluit sea. They are now- 
known by the name of the BUeres isles. They 
are situated near Marseilles, on the coast of 
Provence :- Tre$ Mtachades a vickm moMntiemn' 
bm$ dkUB propter crdiuem. Qiuu item fumdnant 
itngutis vocaMU, praten, et meten^ qua et Pom- 
poma voeaiur, tertia Hifpeea, (Pliny.) The Li- 
gurians were anciently an Iberian tnbe, andpos" 
sessed all the maritime places, not only of Maul 
and Italy, but also of Spain: and, therefore^ 
even Gades, now Cadiz, is mentioned by Ste- 
^lanus Byzantinus, as a ligustic city. The 
Ligures are said, in Thucydides (lfl>. vi.), to have 
eiqielled tiie Sicani, an Iberian race, from Spain. 

VOL. n. X 
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So Dionys. lib. xxii. — Diodo. Sic. lib. v« — Silius 
Ital. lib. xiy. ver. 34, 35. 

907. Hyliean plain.] That part of lUyria be- 
fore mentioned, near the place where Absyrtus 
was slain. 

909. LUmmian seats,'] libumia was the coun- 
try of Croatia, haying Dalmatia on the soiith and 
east; on the west, Camiola and Istria. Some of 
these people settled in Italy. Pliny speaks of 
the Insulse Libumicae, lib. iii. cap. 26. — lUyrici 
era ampHus mille insuiis frequentatur — natura 
vadosi maris estuariisque iniercursaniibus, Sfc.Sfc. 
Nee paudores LUmmiae, Sfc. ^c. — ApoUoniuis 
here, however, seems rather to mean Austrian 
Dalmatia. — See Apollodori Bibliotheca. 

911. Issa.] This was one of the islands in the 
Adriatic sea, near the coast of Libumia. 
• 911. Piiyea.] This was another island, near 
the libumian coast. It is mentioned by Homer^ 
who calls it Pityusa. 

913. Corctfra.] There seems to be a good deal 
of confusion in writers respecting the name of 
Corcyra. £ustathius, in his comment on Diony- 
sius jPeriegetes, tells us, that there were two 
islands of the name of Corcyra: the one, at the 
Ionian bay (the Adriatic), called also Pheacia; 
the other, within the Ionian bay. By the for- 
mer, he means Corfu, as it is now called, on the 
coast of Albania. By the other, an island, an- 
ciently called Melaena, and at present Curzola, 
near the head of the Adriatic gulf. It is of the 
latter island that the poet speaks in this place. 
Besides Curzola, there are a great number of 
islands, clustering near each other, on this coast : 
as Brazza, Lesina, Cazzola, Meleda, and La- 
gosta. It should seem, that anciently the island 
of Egina also bore the name of Corcyra. ' 
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916. jphHw.] A town of Peloponnesus » near 
the mountains of Sicyon, otherwise known by 
the name of Arethyrea. 

919. Black Carofra.] Thus the island of Cui^ 
zola was anciendy called Melena. 

922. Melita,] The poet does not here speak of 
the island of Malta^ between Sicily and Afirica» 
BO £uDOus in modem history ; but of an island 
between Italy and Epirus, or, according to some, 
between Corcyra and lUyricum. It is mentioned 
by Pliny. 

923. Cerasius — Nymphea,] These were others 
from among the many islands that stretch from 
Albania along the coast of Dahnatia and Croatia. 

926. CalypsoJ] Our poet calls Calypso the 
daughter of Atlas ; others make her the daughter 
of Oceanus and Tethys. Our poet calls the island 
where she dwelt Nymphea : it is called by others 
Ogygia. She entertained Ulysses after ms ship- 
wreckf and he remained with her six or seren 
years. — See Homer, Odyss. 

928. Ceraunia,] From being often the marks 
of thunder-storms. High hills on the borders of 
Epirus, near Valona, where the Ionian sea is se-* 
parated from the Adriatic, and reaching even to 
the diore ; now Monti di Chimera. 

929. JunoJ] The goddess, says the poet, ap- 
prehending the hostile designs of Jupiter, raised 
a violent storm, in order that the Argonauts 
might escape the doom which awaited them, by 
desisting from their course, and arriving at the 
isle of Circ^, called Electris; which, had they 
persevered in the course they then held, they 
would not have had occasion to visit. Thus they 
would have failed of obtaining expiation. 

939. Dodona's wood,] Dodona was a city of 
EpiruSy on the confines of Thessaly. JX was fa- 
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moos for a fonntaiB and a groye, consecrated te 
Jupiter, where was an oracle. The answers were 
giyen by the whispering of the leayes^ which pror 
daced certain articulate sounds. 

948. Twku ofLeda,"] Castor and Pollux were^ 
probably, selected for this transaction, on a sup- 
position that their prayers and intercession would 
he most acreeable to Jupiter, whose sons ^ey 
wen, by iLla, the wife ^ Tvndanu.. ' 

M5. Yaun^ Phaeton.'] So Ovid, Metam. lib. ii. 
1. 319. Phaeton was the son of Phoebus and 
Clymene, who espoused Merops. Having set 
the world on fire, he was strucK with lightning 
by Jupiter. — This fable of Phaeton may, perhaps-, 
be borrowed from the traditions of the fall of 
Lucifer. 

973. The daughters of the Sun.] So Ovid, lib. 
4i. ver. 840. 

974. Enclosed in poplarsJ] Ovid, who seems 
to have studied our poet attentively, and has fre? 
quently imitated hini, says, 

 — Cortex 10 verba ooTUsima yenit. 
f ode flaant lacrjmaB ; stillataqoe sole rigescnnty 
De ramia Electra novis : qaie lacidos amnia 
Exploit, et nuriboa mittit geataoda JLatioia.- 

Met. ii. S66. 

The occasion of Phaeton's demanding the chariot 
of the sun was his being reproached by Epaphus, 
the son of Jupiter and lo, as falsely deriving bis 
birth from Apollo. Ovid fancifully pretends, that 
the people of Ethiopia (to which region, or to 
Egypt, Phaeton is supposed to have belonged) 
became black, in consequence of the conflagrar 
tion and excessive heat produced at that time by 
their countryman : 

Sangnine tarn credant in«oorpora aamma vocato, 
Sthlopain p^poloii Mgram tranase oolbr^ra* 
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965. CeUie race.] The Celtes, or Ganls, were 
the descendants of Gomer, according to the best 
anthoritiesy as the Scythians were oiMagog, his 
next brother : althongh the Celtes and Scythians 
have been confounded together by many ancient 
writers. They had some appeUations, which seem 
evidently to allude to the name of Gomer; as 
Cymbrians, Cimmerians, Cammerians. All £u- 
rope» and the far greater part of Asia, were 
peopled by these two famous nations ; the for- 
mer, from the utmost parts of Spain to European 
Scythia eastward; the latter, from thence almost 
to the territories of China. The sons of Gomer 
migrated gradually from Asia to Europe, and 
passed, in regular progress, from Phrygm, their 
first settlement, through Thiace, Hungarv> Ger- 
many, Gaul, Italy, till they had spread them- 
selves to the utmost borders of Spain. 

900. Byjperhorean diinet.] The term Hyper- 
boreans, among the Greeks, had different signifi- 
cations in different ages, according to the pro- 
gress of geogni4[»hical knowledge. Their country 
seems to have been anciently a Terra incognita, 
and the name a sort of vague relative term. 
Herodotus places the Hyperboreans to the north 
of the Scythians. The situation of their country 
does not appear to have been precisely known to 
him. He thought it began about the meridian of 
the Tanais (now the Don), and extended indefi- 
nitely eastward, occupying the country quite to 
the sea, in the extreme part of the north. (Melp. 
13 and 36). He says they were the only people 
in the world who were not always at war with 
their neighbours, perhaps because they had no 
neighbours with whom toey could engage in hos- 
tilities. By the extended bounds whiqh Hero- 
dotus gives to Europe, making it greater than 

y2 
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lia, it appears that lie meant to include tKe 
Hyperboreans in that division of the earth. The 
Hypeibolreans of Herodotus must have been the 
people of Russia, and part of Siberia, ifdio inha- 
Dit along the rivers Oby and Irtish. Britain, 
according to Diodorus Siculns, was the Hyber- 
borean country of more ancient times ; and after 
Uiat, the more remote northern parts • of Europe 
and Asia, wUch the Greeks knew only by re- 

E>rt. Pliny, the historian, is more particular in 
s description of the Hyperboreans than any 
other writer. He places tnem beyond the Bi- 

Shean mountains, at the heads of the Tanab and 
aik. — See lib. iii. cap. 12. The reader who 
wishes for more detailed infonnation on this sub- 
ject, vnll find it in Major Rennell's work on the 
geography of Herodotus. There were, in fact, 
so many mconsistent fables amon^ the ancients 
respecting the country and situation of the Hy- 
perooreans, that modem geographers have been 
unable to reconcile them. — (See Gesner de Na- 
yigationibus intra Columnas Hercalis). OalliT 
machus, ip his Hymn to Delos, spedcs of the 
Hyperboreans as a distinct nation, and a people 
of ffreat antiquity. Pindar places them near the 
Atlantic isles, or islands of the Blessed, which 
were supposed to have been opposite to Mauri- 
tania in the Mediterranean sea, and speaks of 
their relijrious rites. — See Olymp. Ode 3, and 
Pyihic Ode 10. The words of Pliny, in die 
passage- mentioned above (lib. iv. cap. 12), and 
of P. Mela, show that they understood by Hy- 
perboreans very different people : Pcne eos monger, 
uUraque Aquihnem, gentfelix (si oredimug),mi08 
HyperhoTeo9 appeUavere, ansMWO degit evo, fiUbmr 
Ums celebrata miraculis. Ibi creduniur estie car- 
dines mundi, extremism sid^rum amkiius, seMestri 
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hiee ei uitd die moHm aversi ; mm, ut imperiH dixere, 
mb equinocHo verto inauiumnnm semel in anno 
tobiUio, crhmiur Us Mola bruma^fne, semel ocdr 
duni. Regio apnea feUci temperie omni affiatu 
noana carent : domu$ iu nemora lucique, et deorum 
euUui vinHm gregaHmque: ditcardia ignoia, et 
egri tu do omnit, Sfc. Plin. Hist. Nat. Pom- 
ponios Mela (lib. iii. cap. 5) says. In Anatio^ 
more primi Hgperborei, super AqntUmem^ Ri* 
pheoeque monie$: 9ub ipso tiderum cardinejaceni, 
mH iolf non quoHdie ut nobis^ ted primum vemo 
equinoetio exortui autumnali demum occidit, et 
ideo 9ex mentibus diet, et totidem aliiif usque 
eonOnua nox est, Sfc. Which shows, that by 
Hyperfoorei, Mela understood the people so near 
the pole as to have six months aay, the same 
night. Herodotus says (Thi^a 115), that it ^as 
certain both tin and amber were brought from the 
extreme regions of the north ; and aniber, in par- 
ticular, from the riTeir £ridanus, which discharged 
itself into the North sea. On this name Erida- 
nus, he observes, that it is certainly of Greek 
derivation, and not barbarous; and was, as he 
conceives, introduced by one of their poets. 
Larcher, observes, that the Eridanus here al- 
luded to could not possibly be an^^ other than 
the Rho*daun, which empties itself into the Vis- 
tula, near Dantzic; and on the banks of which 
amber is now found in large quantities. 

093. Lacerea,] This place seems to be put for 
Larissa, a town of Thessaly; or, perhaps, there 
is some corruption of the text here. Coronis, the 
mother of ^sculapius, *is called, by Ovid, ' La- 
rissea Coronis,' lio. ii. ver. 542. 

Polehrior in ioik qatm LariitM Coronis 
Noo foit .£moni4. 

^ 904. CaronisJ] iBsculapius, according to .an- 
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cient mythology, was the son of Hicebss, md 
the nymph Coronis, who was otherwise caDed 
Arsinoe. She being too familiar with Isdiis^ 
the son of Elatus of Thessaly, a rayen sraed 
them together, and acquainted Apollo wiA it, 
who slew the nymph and ripped the iafiuit oat 
of her womb, whom he named J^culapiuSy and 
committed to the care of Chiron the centaur. 
Hence, it is said, the raven's feathers, which 
before were white, were changed into Uack, 
that he might mourn for ever for the death of 
Coronis. — ^sculapius, becoming supremely skil-* 
ful in the art of healing, restored to life Glaucus, 
the son of Minos; or, according to other ac- 
counts, Hippolytus, Ihe son of Theseus; on 
which account he was struck with lightning by 
Jupiter. Apollo, being unable to avenge him^ 
self on Jupiter in person, resolved to attack the 
Cyclops who had forged the thunderbolts, and 
destroyed them. For this deed he was driven 
from heaven by Jupiter; and forced to serve 
Admetus» king of Thessaly. — ^Hyginus, fab. 49, 
^culapius is said to have been the first who 
discovered the art of midwifery. The reader wUl 
find a curious story on this subject in Hyginus ; 
fkb. 274. ^sculapius was, in time, permitted 
to return from the infernal regions, and advanced 
to divine honours. This fable is given at some 
length by Virgil, ^n. vii. ver. 764. Pindar, in 
his third Pythian Ode, strophe 13, speaks of the 
fate of Coronis. 

W5. Amyrus,] A river of Thessaly, near the 
birthplace of ^sculapius. It is mentioned by 
Vjil. Flac. lib. ii. v. 11. 

1009. The Rhone.] Cluverius, in his ancient 
geography (article Italy, cap. 34), may be con- 
fiiulted respecting the confusion of names inci- 
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dent to the Greek writers. The gross iiHstake» 
of saying the Rhone meets the Po, and flows (it 
is to be supposed jointly with the Po) with one 
of its branches, or arms, to the Adriatic sea, 
while the other disembogues itself into the Sar- 
dinian sea, is not unlike that which the poet had 
already made respecting the Danube, with its 
two supposed branches flowing from the Itiphean 
mountains, and meeting the Euxine sea with the 
one branch, the Ionian with the other. Indeed, 
the whole ffeography, not of our poet alcme, but 
of the whole set of Argonautic poets and anna- 
lists, is extremely wild and erroneous. It is re- 
markable that the Greek Scholiast of ApoUo- 
nius, who is a very sensible, and, in general, a 
well informed writer, conspires with his author 
in this gross error; and says, 'The Rhone, a 
river belonging to the country of the Celtes, 
mixing his waters with the Endanus, and thien 
dividing, proceeds in two channels to the sea^ 
with one, he flows intp the Ionian gulf: with the 
^ther, into, the Sardinian sea.' A strange de* 
scription tiiis of the Rhone ;. which, rising from 
the Alps, not far firom the sources of the Rhine 
and Danube, runs by Geneva westward through 
France, and discharges itself by three outlets 
into the Tyrrhenian sea: it traverses the great 
sheet of water, called the lake of Geneva ; and j 
near the walls of that city, unites itself with the 
Arve.— (See Stolberg's Travels, vol. i. p. 181.) 
It is probable that the first navigators and tra- 
vellers were both ignorant and faithless : that 
their acquaintance with regions, rivers, and moun- 
tains, was but imperfect; that the information 
and notices which they received from the people 
to whom they applied, were often fallible, and 
calculated to mislead. Their memories also might 
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have been treacherous on many occasiomsy and 
confounded and disguised the names of placies 
and natural objects, ascribing to one the attii-' 
bates and descriptions which belonged to others. 
Add to this, the little acquaintance which those 
early Greek yoyagefs must be supposed to haye 
had with the languases and dialects of the re^ 
gions they visited, which, of course, augmented 
the difficulty that lay in ihe way of their acquir* 
ing knowledge, and obtaining accounts from the 
foreigners on the coasts where they touched. If 
to these causes we join the love of the marveU 
lous so generaUy incident to travellers, we shall 
find an abundant source of the fabulous. Thus 
may we account for the many geographical errors, 
inconsistencies, and impossibilities, in the first 
accounts of the Argonautic expediticm; the main 
incidents of which, however, were so fiilly esta- 
blished and defined, by received opinion and 
tradition at the time when ApoUonius came to 
write, that he did not think himself (as I have 
already observed) at liberty to innovate by vary-^ 
ing them. Besides, it is to be remembered, that 
the Argonautic labours and wanderings had been 
the favourite theme of a variety of writers, both 
in prose and song; many of whom were very 
ancient, and gave a high degree of credit to the 
traditions which they had handed down. Now 
it is certain, that ApoUonius was a diligent imi- 
tator of the writers who preceded him, and bor- 
rowed from them the most if not the whole of 
his materials. This appears from the testimony 
of his learned Scholiast, who was himself a writer 
of considerable antiquity : and this will account 
for our poet's having permitted so many incon- 
sistencies, improbabilities, and errors. To this 
be submitted, lest he should violate the received 
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creed of mythological tradition; and, by ninning^ 
counter to all the fabulous history of preceding 
timesy consult historical and geographical truth, 
at the expense of poetical probability. It is evi- 
dent, that the poet confounds with the Rhone 
Other rivers of Italy; as the Ticinus and the 
Addua, which irrigate Piedmont and Lombardy, 
and fall into the Po ; and some of them, as the 
Atiso, which fall into the lake of Garda, pretty 
near approach the Rhone. It is probable that 
he confounds the Arno, which flows by Florence 
and meets the Tuscan sea, with that branch of 
the Rhone which (according to him) passes to 
the Sardinian sea. 

1021. Spreading lakes.] It seems, that by the 
XifM^M ^U0';^£f|u.ove; in the original, the poet meant 
WB lakes of Garda, Lago Maggiore, and Como, 
which fully answer the description of the text ; 
as they are subject to sudden gusts of wind, 
which render their navigation extremely dan- 
gerous. See the different travels in Italy which 
mention them. Virgil speaks of these lakes, and 
the storms which agitate them. — Georgic ii. ver. 
159. 

1022. CelHc kmdJ] He must mean here the 
northern part of Italy, the Milanese and Pied- 
mont, formerly called Cisalpine Gaul ; and the 
regions of the Alps, now the Cispadane territory. 

1024. A sunken rock,] Such is the interpreta- 
tion of Rotmar, an ancient translator, who has 
rendered ApoUonius into Latin hexameters. The 
Oxford editor, adopting the version of Haelzlinus, 
translates the word ditopfxo^, by brachium, an arm 
or creek of the river; and this sense seems to be 
adopted by Mr. Fawkes, who says : 

For tbrongh a creek to ocean's depths conTej'd, 
To sore destraction had the hero straj'd. 
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Certainly^ the ori^al Greek word means eidier 
a branch of a nver, or an abrupt craggy rock. 
In my apprehensi<m» the hitter meaning is more 
agreeable to the context and course of the poet's 
narratiye. 

1031. Hereynian mount*] Here again the poet y 
who could not at any rate be expected to nave 
very accurate notions of the northern regions* of 
Europe or Asia (as they were very imperfectly 
kno^EFU to the ancient Greeks* in general/ as is' 
obseFTcd by Major Rennell and other writers), 
seems to pursue his fanciful system of ideal geo- 
graphy ; and to make use of names at random, 
with little attention to reality ; and in this he is 
followed implicitly by his scholiast. He speaks 
of the Hercynian mountain or rock. No such 
mountain is known. The Hercynian wood was 
anciently a very great forest in Grermany. It is 
described by Gsesar in lus Gommeutaries, B. Galv 
hh^ yi.' c. 24. Great part of it has been cut down 
since the time of Gsesaar, yet stiU the greatest 
woods which remain in Germany seem to be parts 
of it. It is now known by me name ot the 
Schwartzwalde, or the Black Forest. It will 
readily occur to the reaider, that the po&t had 
nothing tor do with the Hereynian wood, or any 
thing belonging to it, as it was not situated near 
the place where the Argonauts are supposed to 
haye encountered this dmicttlty. 

1043. Nations of the Celt»!] Must mean the 
people of the Milanese and Piedmont^ wher^ the 
JPo and the riyers that join- it wander. 

1054. Saving aid:] Horace recognises the pro-^ 
tecting power extended to mariners by Gastor 
and Pollux , lib. i. ode d. And affain^ same book, 
txLe 12. But this salutary and kindly influence 
they were supposed ta possess then only when 
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they appeared conjointly. Thus Pliny writes; 
lib. xi. cap. 37. — Castorum Stellas, cum simnl 
videntur salutares crede, cum solitari€e graves et 
noxias esse. 

1057. Ethalia,'] The island of Ilva or Elba, near 
Leghorn, so much celebrated in the last war, 
where those mottled pebbles, such as are men- 
tioned by the poet, are yet found. These pebr 
bles, as Aristotle observes, are vulgarly supposed 
to bear still the marks of the sweat which dropped 
from the Argonauts. — Lucas Holstenius says, 
* When I was obliged, by fear of pirates, about 
twelve years ago, to take refuge m the isle of 
Elba, and remained some days at Porto Ferraje^ 
the chief town, I observed with surprise that the 
stones were all spotted, as if something liquid 
had fallen on them in drops.' The fact is, that 
the island of Elba abounds in mines of iron, and 
the stones bear the marks of this quality in the 
soil ; and, from the great predominance of ferru:- 
ginous particles, are stained with a sort of ochrous 
spots. 

1059. With pebbles on the sJiore.] The passage^ 
in the original, is somewhat obscure and ambir 
guous. It may either mean, that the Argonauts 
made use of those ^5j<^o*, or pebbles, as DX^yyia*- 
fx^ra, or strigils, for the purpose of chafing and 
cleansing their skins, or that, as they rubbed and 
cleansed their skins, the sweat dropped on the 
stones of the shore, ^Ir/itpKriv, and discoloured them. 
If this latter sense should be considered, the fol- 
lowing couplet may be substituted in the transla- 
tion. 

They cleansed their well worn sides fro<n briny dew. 
Which, falling, stain'd the beach with kindred hae. 

Aristotle, in his work Hspi ^av(ji,oc(nwv iKfifffAaroy^ 
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alludes to this circumstance, and thus furnishes an 
argument in fayour of the reality and authenticity 
of the Argonautic expedition. He says, that 
among other monuments of the Argonautic expe- 
dition, there are found on the beach, at Elba, 
spotted stones. The island of Elba is a rock of 
fefTUginous earth, the crystallized parts of which 
represent all the colours of the prism. — D^non. 

1067. Afuomandeep.] Here taken for the Tyr- 
rhenian sea^ or Mareinfirum ; so called^ in oppo- 
sition to the Adriatic,^ on the other ^de of Itmy, 
which was called Mare mperum. The name 
Ausonia was derived from the Ausones, or Auso- 
nians, who seem to have been aboriginal inhabi- 
tants of the country ; and to have lived near 
Circeii, or along the river Siris, in the country 
which was afterwards called the territory of the 
Latins : although, in time, the name of Ausonia 
extended to Campania and all the lower part of 
Italy, and was sometimes employed to denote the 
country in general. — See Heyne, Exc. iv. A. viL 

1070. Circ^ held her court,] We have the fullest 
description of Circ^, and her habitation, in the 
tenth Odvssey of Homer. This beautiM fable 
seems to have struck the imagination of all poets, 
ancient and modem, most forcibly. Our poet, 
who had his mind strongly possessed with the 
romantic accounts which Homer gave of the wan^ 
derings of Ulysses, and has endeavoured to emu- 
late them in the voyages of his Argonauts, has 
not omitted to embellish his poem with the in- 
troduction of this celebrated and interesting per- 
sonage; and has done it both ingeniously and 
very naturally. Horace notices the celebrity of 
Circ^, and her enchantments : Sirenum voces, et 
Circes pocula nosti. Virgil, finding his hero oo 
the shores of Italy, near the promontory oi Cir- 
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c&A, b led to pay his respecU to the enchantreasy 
enpasmnt, ana does it with great taste and beauty. 
Vid. iEneis^ lib. vii, ver. 16. The description of 
Circey her mag;ic, and her enchanted island, have 
been imitated by Tasso, in his loves of Rinaldo 
and Annida; by the Cavalier Marino, in his 
account of the gardens where Venus entertained 
Adonis ; and by Spenser, in his description of the 
bower of bliss, in the Faerie Queene^ book ii, 
qan* xii* st. 42. 

Thence passing forth, thej shortlj do arrive 
Whereat the bower of bliss was sitnaf e ; 
A place pick'd out by choice, of best alive. 
That natare'a work by art can imitate, &c. 

What is very remarkable, and would lead one to 
suppose that the English bard must have had our 
Greek poet immediately in his view, is, that he 
has introduced &e story of Jason and Medea, as 
being portrayed in sculpture on the ivory gati> of 
the bower : ut sup. st. 44. Girc^, it seems, was 
the daughter of Sol and the nymph I^ersis : she 
poisoned her husband, the king of Scythia, that 
she might reign alone ; and also several of jtier 
subjects, for these causes she was expelled fironi^ 
the kingdom, and emigrated to Italy; where she 
resided at a promontory, which from her borrowed 
the name of Circeii. Here she continued to 
exercise her magic and destructive arts ; and 
transformed Picus,king of the L^ttins, near whose 
territory she resided, into a woodpecker; and 
Scylla, the daughter of Phorcus, into a marine 
mdnster. The fables, both of the Sirens and 
Circ^, which are very properly joined together 
by Horace, have a fine allegoricaf meaning ; and 
denote the alluring blandishments of pleasure, and 
the inordinate indulgences oi sensual appetites ; 
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which draw men to destruction, or trsmsform and* 
denude them into beasts. 

There appears to be some doubt respecting the 
place of residence of Circ^, and whether it was 
an island, or on the main land. Certainly, the 
place which yet bears the name of Circ^ at this 
day joins the continent. — Virgil, however, makes 
her place of residence an island ; and introduces 
Helenus apprizing .dSneas, that Ea€eque insula 
Circes Itutranda. In this he follows Homer, who 
places Circ^ in an island. To this Pliny alludes, 
Kb. iii. cap. 5 and 9 : Circeii insula quomdam im- 
menso quidem mari circumdata, ut creditur Ho- 
mero, at nunc planitie, Varro too, as quoted by 
Servius in his comments on the passages of the 
third and seventh ^neid where Circ^ is men- 
tioned, is said to have stated, that ' the place 
called after Circ^ had been formerlv an. island, 
before the salt marshes were dried up, which 
divided it from the continent.' This is not sur- 
prising, if we consider the ancient state of Italy 
when it was in great part covered with wood, 
before it came to be highly cultivated by the 
Romans; and if we consider, that even at this 
day there are many lakes in the neighbourhood 
of the place alluded to which overnow in the 
winter season, and that the Pontine marshes take 
their rise from thence. And therefore it is that 
Strabo, in his fifth book, reckons Circeii among 
the unhealthy places, where pestilential morasses 
were formed by stagnant inundations of the sea. 
It is a very extraordinary thing, to be sure, that 
the ancients should have conducted Circ^, the 
sister of .^etes, king of Colchis, a region border- 
ing on the Black sea, from lEa,, the capital of 
that country, to an island situated on the coast 
of Italy ! We can only account for it, from the 
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profound ignonmce of the ancient Greeks as to 
seographioal subjects. Before the time of the 
TVojan war, the boundaries of the western rer 
gions, and Ihe face of the country in that quarter, 
were altogether unknown to th^. Before the 
time of Homer, they had only heard of this part 
of the world by wild and fabulous stories. Be- 
hind Sicily they imagined that a vast ocean was 
drawn around, and extended without interruption 
even to the north pole. The fable was very an- 
cient respecting Girc^, the daughter of the sun, 
and of her being visited by the Argonauts; who, 
whether they were asserted to have been con« 
▼eyed on the Tanais or the Ister, were still be-r 
liered to have returned home by that fabulous 
northern sea invented in remote antiquity. In 
process of time this part of the globe, so little 
Known to the Greeks, began to be visited by 
their ships ; and thus they gradually acquired a 
more certain and genuine knowledge respecting 
Italy, Gaul, and Spain. Circeii was a situation 
very proper for this enchantress, who was sup- 
posed to deid in poisons, and know the power of 
herbs ; for Strabo observes of it, tiiat it abounded 
in plants and herbs. Mount Circeum is said to 
abound in deadly poisons, and Theophrastus, in 
his History of Plants (lib. v. c. 9.), says, that the 
promontory of Circeum was thickly covered with 
trees, and especially with myrtles ; of which a 
certain low species, that was in much reouest for 
making crowns or wreaths, sprung on tne tomb 
of Elpenor, one of the companions of Ulysses. 
(See tne first Essay of Professor Heyne on the 
seventh iEneid.) The fable of Girc^ seems to 
have been derived by Homer' from some older 
poet, who meant to describe the allurements of 
pleasure by the way of apologue. The names 
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are obviously of Greek inTention. JEa, is the 
Greek name of the earth; Metes is the progeny 
of the earth ; her parents are the god of day and 
a njrmph of ocean. 

1073. /a visUnu of the niffht.] The judicious 
introduction of visions often has a fine effect, and 
may be rendered one of the^ most powerful and 
affectmg pieces of machinery in poetry. Vi^ons 
prepare the reader to expect certain incidents, 
and a particular mode of speaking and acting. 
If the conduct and sentiments of the actors and 
speakers should be rather incredible and extras 
ordinary, the introduction of a vision serves to 
reconcile the mind to it, and to render it more 
probable ; as including in it something of over* 
ruling influence and supernatural agency. This 
machinery also eives an opportunity of introducr 
ing a variety oi wild ana picturesque imi^ery, 
by the way of episodical ornament. — ApoUonius, 
who is certainly in many respects a very judit 
cious and scientific poet, has made an artful use 
of this engine. In a former part of this poem, a 
melancholy vision has a powerful effect on the 
mind of Medea ; and the present dream is well 
•imagined, to fill the breast of Circ^ with alarm, 
and send her, in consequence, with her attent 
dants, to the shore to meet the Argonauts. 

1085. With pious rites, Sfc.'] The custom of 
performing ablutions to avert evil, after frightful 
and ill omened dreams, prevailed very generally 
among the ancients. Thus, Silius Ital. lib. viii; 
and Aristophanes Ranae, 1379. 

1098. Her first rude worhJ\ So Milton, Para- 
dise Lost : 

The grassj olods now calved. 

The description in the original is very femciful 
and ingenious. •   * 
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1118. 7%e vestal hearth.] The behaviour of 
Ulysses was similar on his arrival at the palace 
o{ Alcinoiis. He took his station at the hearth. 
Soy when Coriolanus took refuge in the house of 
Tiillus Aufidius, the Volscian chief, he seated 
himself on the hearth, as a suppliant. The 
rights of suppliants, as well as the laws of hos- 
pitality, were most religiously observed among 
the ancients : the suppliant was peculiarly under 
the protection of Jupiter, who thence obtained 
the appellation of Ixijo-io;, the god of suppliants. 
Jupiter was also worshiped under the title of 
^|io^, or the god who protected fugitives. Those 
who had the misfortune to commit homicide were 
permitted to save themselves by flight ; and ena- 
bled, by certain religious rites and oblations, to 
expiate the guilt they had incurred. The same 
spirit is recognised in the Jewish law, which 
made a provision for the slayer who killed his 
neighbour ignorantly , and not of malice prepense ; 
and appointed three cities of refuge, to wnich he 
might nee, * lest the avenger of blood (the kin-? 
dred of the deceased) might pursue him while Us 
heart was hot.* — See the nineteenth chapter of 
Deuteronomy. 

1121. Stung toith reproaches,] The pensive and 
contrite demeanour of Jason and Medea is finely 
imagined, and truly natural. ApoUonius was not 
one of those indiscreet poets who delighted, like 
the German playwrights, .in depicting objects 
that outrage nature, ' monsters redeemed by no 
virtue.' 

1133. The atoning sacrifices.] The passage 
which succeeds, in the original, is one of those 
which very much vex and annoy translators. 
The minute descriptions of ancient manners and 
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religHHu ceremonies cannot easily be transferred 
from a dead to a living language, and yet they 
are often the most curioas parts of ancient clas- 
sics. In the passage before us, for instance, it is 
not easy to tell in smooth verse, and without fall- 
ing into the low and mean, that Circ^ offered op 
a sucking pig (which was the victim used in 
these rites of atonement and purification), and 
that she washed the hands of the suppliants in 
its blood. 

1102. Listened.'] Circ^ was anxious to hear 
Medea speak; as, at first glance, she had sus- 
pected that she might be her kinswoman, from 
observing in her eyes that peculiar fire and lustre 
which distinguished the descendants of the god 
of day. 

1174. Some evetUs, SfcJ] There is great delicacy^ 
and a feminine attention to decorum, in Medea*s 
saying that she fled from the wrath of her father 
with her cousins, the sons of Phryxus, instead of 
owning that she fled with Jason. Her reserve 
and caution on this occasion, and her desire to 
pass over in silence the death of her brother, are 
very beautiful and natural. Medea, though fe- 
rocious, artful, and a slave to her unruly pas- 
sions, is not devoid of virtuous feelings; in par- 
ticular, she shows a strong sense of feminine 
delicacy, a regard to character, and a wish to 
preserve decent appearances. Thus the poet 
judiciously forbears to outstep the modesty of 
nature, by an unqualified exhibition of depravity. 

1176. In vain.\ The behaviour of Circ^ is very 
noble, and finely marked. Her superior penetra- 
tion, reading the guilt and weakness of Medea 
throuffh her attempts at concealment, and this 
mixed with compasMon for her sex; the supeiior 
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dignity of Circ^: alllhese form an admirable con-, 
trast to the conscious guilt and humiliation of 
Medea. 

1185. Ties of kindred.] Circ^ was the daugh-. 
ter of the sun, and sister of .£etes> according to. 
our poet. 

1190. Hence unih that partner^ Sfc.'] There is. 
much dignity and propriety in the. whole conduct 
of Circ^ on this embarrassing occasion. She felt 
for the affliction of Metes, and saw the criminality 
of Medea in all its deformity ; but she could not 
think of violating the sacred laws of hospitality,, 
or the rights of suppliants; neither could she 
forget that the unhappy Medea was also her 
relation. 

1208, Far Juno sought to learn, Sfc.] Juno was 
anxious to know the precise time when the Argo- 
nauts should renew meir voyage, that she might 
exert herself to protect them, and facilitate their 
progress. 

1217. Vulcan's forges.'] Agathocles, m his re% 
cords or memorials respecting the forges of Vul- 
can, relates that there are two islands on the 
coast of Sicily; one of which is called Hiera, 
the other Strongyle, which day and night emit 
flames. One of these islands is called Lipara, 
according to others. The same writer again, in 
his seventh book, says, * There are islands on 
the coast of Sicily; two of them are volcanic : — 
the one is called the island of Eolus, the other of 
Vulcan. In which latter there is said to spring 
a river of fire.' — Gr. Scho. 

1218. Deafening hammers sownd.] These islands 
are also called the £olian islands, on account of 
the intimate and natural connexion between air 
and flame. The Greek. Scholiast says, that the 
peculiar residence of Vulcan is in lipari and 
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Stnmg^le (these are two of the islands of £olas), 
on wluch account a violent noise and crackling of 
fire was heard in them. It was an ancient tra-^ 
dition, that any person who chose might bring 
unwroug^t iron and leave it on the shore of these 
islands, together with money, as the price of 
manufacturing it; and that, u he came the next 
day, he was sure to find in the place of it a 
sword, or whatever other thing he wished to have 
forged for him. Pytheas relates the sanae story 
in his, ^ Circuit of the Earth,' and adds^ that the 
sea «dl around those islands is on fire. 

1223. Progeny of air,] This is strictly and phi- 
losophically just; l>ecause the winds are produced 
by curreQts of air, or rather are currents of air. 

12d0. Tke nymph.] Virgil evidently had this 
machinery of our poet in view in the first iBneid. 
But he has improved very much on his original, 
by resorting to other sources, and combining an 
imitation from Homer, lib. i, ver. 51 , Agoui, 
Mneis, lib. v. ver. 606 : 



Trim de coelo misit Sataroia Jano 



fiiacam ad classem ventosqae aspirat eanti< 

. 1241. Stormy winds,] Homer speaks of Eolus 
ill the same manner with our poet and Virgil : 

Kf/yoy tjfog TAfJuiw anfA,m uoiy^i K^oyfw. 

Baron Stolberg, in his travels, gives the following 
account of the Eolian or Lipari islands, vol. ii. 
p. 618: < As these islands, which rise out of the 
sea like mountains with their steep shores, are 
seen to a great distance, and as you turn towards 
them (Uke the wandering rocks of Homer, in 
face of Scylla) always appear to have a different 
situation ; the great poet, profiting by these cir- 
cumstances, caUed the i4and of Bolus the swimr 
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miDg idand. lipari, like iU companions, is faigli ; 
and» like theirs, die declivity of the shores have 
the colour of iron ; at least, when seen, as ihey 
were by us, at a distance. The island of lipari 
wa« formerly volcanic. The following is the ac- 
count which Diodorus gives of it: 

' The wind bursts forth with great rushing and 
noise from the caverns of Strongyle (Stromboli) 
of Hiera Hephassta, consecrated to Vulcan, and 
now called the volcano. They cast out sand and 
hot stones, so that some believe that they have a 
subterranean passage, and are connected with 
.£tna, and that they mutually vomit fire. 

* Liparus, son of the Italian kine^ Auson, driven 
away by his brother, first peopled and cultivated 
the Eohan islands ; and after mm Lipara (Lipari) 
took its name. JEolus, the son of Uippotas, * 
came there, and married Cyane, the daughter of 
liparus. He was king of Lipara, and aided his 
wife's father, who sighed after Italy* to conquer 
Sorento. Ulysses visited this .SSolus, who was 
an upright man, and was called the friend of the 
gods. The invention of sails is ascribed to him. 
dy observing the tokens which the fire afforded 
(the ascending smoke, that appeared fiery by 
night), he could prognosticate concerning the 
winds to the inhabitants; from which the fable 
arose, that he was lord of the winds. .Solus had 
six sons, one of whom reigned in the country of 
Rhegium: the five others in Sicily. Therame 
of their father, and their own mild and just beha- 
viour, induced the Sicani and the Siculi, who had 
always before been at variance, to obey them. 
The family reigned long, and till it was extinct ; 
and the Sicidi afterwards selected tiieir own 
princes. The Sicani waged civil wars.* 

The fiction that .Solus ruled the winds, and the 
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account of his being, able to foretell the change of 
the wind by the prognostics of fire, on which this 
fiction is rounded, were occasioned by the op- 
portunities he had of observing the wind, which 
changes sooner in high regions than in the low; 
and mariners, to this day, predict the change of 
the wiiid from the smoke that rises out of the vol- 
canic islands, and from the vapours that ascend 
from the others. 

Rucellai has given a fine description of the 
Cyclops, in his beautiful and classical poem, ' Le 
Api:' 

Come ne la facioa i g^ran Cyclopi, 
Cbe fanno le saette horrende, &c. 

1254. Wandering isles.'] The rocky islands, 
named the Cyanean, were also called flXar/xreu, 
or ' erratic,' by the Greeks. Dionysius Periegetes 
speaks of those wandering rocks. See Heinsius 
on Ovid, Metam. lib. vii. ver. 162. 

1260. Scylla.] So Virgil, .Xlneis, lib. iii. ver. 
420. 

1264. Thy proud virtue.] This was not alti^ 
gether the case, according to ancient mythology. 
it was rather the prudence of Jove himself than 
the reserve of Thetis, that prevented the progress 
of this amour. It had been foretold, that if Ju- 
piter should proceed to gratify his passion for 
Thetis, the offspring would be a son who should 
dethrone him, as he had dethroned his father 
Satiim. Ovid, in his Metam. lib. xi. ver. 221, 
ascribes this prophetic warning to Proteus. 

1276. Themis.] She was one of the daughters 
of -Uranus and Terra, the sisters of the Titans, 
who were called Titanides. The names of the 
other sisters were Tethys, Rhea,- Mnemosyne, 
Phoebe, Dione/Thea.-^See ApoUodorus, Ath. 
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lib. i. c.2f where lie speaks of the birth of Pallas ; 
and see note on this subject, on book iii. near the 
beginning. 

1283. Firit of mortaU.] Peleus. Aristophanes 
speaks of the temperance of Peleus in his comedy 
of the Clouds. Peleus, on this account (his pru- 
dence and temperance) received the swora.' — 
There is a noble poem of Catullus on the nup- 
tials of Peleus and Thetis. 

1287. Sustained the nuptial light,"] That is to , 
say, I acted as your mother, on the occasion of 
your marriage ceremony, in sustaining the nup- 
tial torch. For it was the office of the mothers 
of the brides to bear these torches. This custom 
is mentioned by Euripides in his Phoenissse. < I 
did not light the flame of a legitimate fire, for thy 
nuptials, as suits a happy mother.' Juno dwells 
on her performing this office, to show her parti- 
cular regard and tenderness towards Thetis, and 
to engage that goddess to a return of ffratitude. 
Juno, at any rate, was the goddess who pecu- 
liarly presided over marriaffe rites, whence she 
was csuled ' Pronuba Juno. 

1294. NaiadiA He means Charido and Pht- 
lyra, by whom Achilles was nursed in the cave 
of Chiron. The former was the mother, the lat- 
ter the wife, of the centaur.— Gr. Scho. 
. 1296. Doomed to wed.] Anaxagoras says, that, 
in reality, all these fables respecting Achilles 
were invented by the people of Sparta, to do 
honour to that hero. Some relate, that the 
gods, sympathizing with his mother Thetis, 
raised Achilles to immortalitv. Ibycus was the 
first who related that Achilles, arriving at the * 
Elysian fields, married Medea. In this fable he 
has been followed by Simonides (pide Gr. Schio.), 
and many others of the ancient mythologists. 

VOL. II. A A 
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1296. And Pekitt too.'\ Thero is something dm- 
matic here. The author of the Egimius, in his 
second book, says, that Thetis, being desirous to 
know whether her sons by Peleus were mortal or 
immortal, threw some of them into caldrons of 
boiling water, and others into the fire; and that 
many of them being destroyed in ^s manner, 
Peleus became enraged, and prevented Achilles 
from being plunged in the fatal caldron. Sopho- 
clesi in his play called * The Lovers of AcluUes,^ 
says, that Thetis, being bitterly reproached by 
Peleus, deserted him. Staphylus, in his third 
book respecting Thessaly, relates, that CUron, 
being a person of great wisdom, and skilM in 
astronomy, was desirous of rendering Peleus 
Tery illustrious and famous; for which purpose 
he sent for the daughter of Actor the myrmidon, 
and caused reports to be generally circulated, that 
Peleus was about to intermarry with Thetis, the 
marine goddess, under the sanction of Jupiter, 
who was to bestow her on him as a bride, and 
tliat the gods would come, with rain and storm, 
to the nuptials. Having spread these reports, he 
watehed the time when he Rnew by certain prog- 
nostics there would be a vast deal of wind, and 
fixed the solemnization of the nuptials for this 
period; and Peleus having espoused Philomela, 
the daughter of Actor, the fame of his being mar- 
ried to Thetis becune general. — Gr. Scho. . 

iai5. Charybdis and Scylla.] The rocks op« 
posed to each other in the narrow and dangerous 
strait between Italy and Sicily, called tlie Faro 
of Messina. Scylla was on the side of Italy; 
Charybdis on that of Sicily, adjoining Cape Pe- 
lotus. The Greek Scholiast says, ^t the fieible 
of Scylla arose from the circumstances of the 
promontory of Scylla, when viewed at a distance, 
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haymg some imaginaiy resemblance to a woman's 
head; and there being a number of vast and ter-« 
rible rocks beneath, that were full of hollow places 
and deep caverns, the resorts of monsters of the 
sea. The vessels which, endeavouring to avoid 
the rocks of Scylla, approached too near the 
whirlpool of Charybdis, were sucked in by it, 
and swallowed up; and those which strove to 
avoid the dangers of Oharybdis, being driven on 
the rocks of Scylla, were dashed to pieces and 
destroyed. When the vessels were wrecked, the 
dogs of the sea, and other destructive monsters, 
nsed to issue from their retreats, and devour the 
unfortunate mariners. It seems that Scylla, ac- 
cording to the descriptions of the poets, haddog^ 
with ravening mouths projecting from her sides 
and breast, which used to seize on the sailors who 
approached her; a fable which originated in the 
eircumstance of the seals, and other monsters of 
the deep, emerging from Ihe recesses beneath tl^e 
promontory. Acusilaus relates that Scylla wa^ 
the daughter of Phorcus and Hecate. Homer 
says, that the mother of Scylla was named Gra- 
tais.— Odyss. X. ApoUonius seems to follow 
their accounts, and reconcile them by adding, 
that Hecate was named Cratais. The author of 
^e * MfyaXai eoai' says, that Scylla was the 
daughter of Phorbas and Hecat6. Stesichorus, 
in his Scylla, says that she was the daughter of 
Lamia. (Thus far the Greek Scholiast.) Milton, 
Paradise Lost, book ii. ver. 659, alludes to these 
descriptions : 



Far less abhorr'd than these 

Vex'd Scjrlla, bathing in the sea that parts 
Calabria from the hoarse Trinacrian shore. 

Homer, in his Odyssey, book xii. ver. 73 — 97, 
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gives die descriptiba of Scylla. It is tluis trans- 
lated by Pope: 

High in the air the rock its saminit shrouds 
In brooding tempests andin rolling clonds'; ' 

JLiood storms aronnd, and mists eternal rise. 
Beat its bleak brow, and intercept the skif»8r . 
When all the broad expansion, bright with day, 
Oiows with the' aatomnal or the sommer ray : 
The snmmer and the aatamn glow in vain; 
The skj for ever loors, for e?er clonds remain. 
Imperyions to the step of man it stands, 
, Though borne by twenty feet« thpogh ^nn'd lyith twenty 
bands, &c. 

The poet, desirous of creating a bold fable outof 
these rocks, was obliged to give them a terrific 
form. That figurative sense which he has so 
frequently employed, and which so few of his 
commentators nave understood, he employs here, 
that he may envelope his object in clouds. This 
rock, in reality, is not so high as to be covered 
with clouds on a clear day; but its form is strik* 
ing, and inspires terror : at present the rock is not 
pointed, for a castle has been built upon it; but, 
even now, had a man twenty iiands and twenty 
feet, as Homer says, he would not be able to 
<ilimb it. It rises like a round tower; the breadth 
of which, compared to its height, may justify the 
epithet deformed; and, towards the sea, itme^ 
sents a sharp three-forked cliff. In this cliff we 
find the three rows of teeth of Homer. The 
neighbouring cliffs too presented themselves to 
the creative fancy of the poet. The fiction of 
the sea dog, the aolphin, and the still more huge 
monsters which she makes her prey, is founded 
on an admirable knowledge of the nature of the 
sea; for it abounds in dolphins, and a large kind 
of fish which the Italians call carte del mare. It 
even occasionally happens that a kind of whalej 
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of the specks the Trench call caekeht, is stranded 
on those shoves. 

There have been frequent contests concerning 
Oharyfadby i?hich, as described by Homer, is no 
longer to be found. He could not mean the 
lower rodLs; for his description has placed 
Charybdis opposite to Scylla. These countries, 
ever subject to the grand phenomena of nature, 
may have suffered great changes from earth- 
quakes. Is not even the opinion of several an- 
cient and modem philosophers probable, which 
maintains that Sicily was anciently separated 
from Italy by an earthquake? It was me sup- 
position of Ciuverius, that, according to the rela- 
tion of Homer, wluch placed Charybdis opposite 
to Scylla, it must have been at the promontory 
of Pelorus, now called Capo di Faro : but as he 
could not find it there, he supposed the whirl- 
pool, which is opposite the lignthouse of Mes» 
sina, to be the true Charybdis, and accuses Ho- 
mer of lin error. But how came he not to find the 
real whirlpool of Homer, which is known to 
every fisherman of Scylla, of Capo di Faro, and 
Messina, and forms itself between Capo di Faro 
and Scylla? The current runs from the nortli- 
east to the straits of Faro. There is a regular 
ebb and flow of the tide every six hours; and 
when a strong wind sets in to oppose eidier the 
ebb or the flow, a whirlpool still nses before the 
promimtory. 

This ebb and flow.has been ascribed by some 
to a subterraneous passage, said to exist between 
Mount ^tna and the sea« Bv Aristotle it is 
ascribed, like other ebbs and flows, to the in- 
fluence of the moon; and this opinion is con- 
firmed by the regularity of the six hour tide. It 
is certain, that, in the time of Homer, the tider, 

A a2 
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which were common to but few places . of the 
Mediterranean, were yery imperfectly understood* 
He therefore says, that three times a day Char 
rybdis engulfed we waters, and three times a day 
Tonuted ti^em up again. 

The naviffator of a small packet boat, if unac- 
quainted with these seas, might probably meet 
with the misfortune against which Circ^ cautions 
Ulysses, when she warns him, while avoiding 
Scylla and her projecting cliffs, ' Not to ap 
proach the whirlpool of Charybdis/ Earth- 
quakes, or some other natural cause, have now 
operated a material change; and this strait is by 
no means so formidable to mariners as in ancient 
times ; even men of war may now pass through it. 

1929. And raging Jires,] The subterranean fires 
boiled up from the depths near this dangerous 
pass of Scylla and Charybdis, so that the sea was 
neated by them; as Metrodorus says in his first 
book concerning history. Theophrastus, in his 
historical monuments, says, the crackling and 
noise of flames are heard irom the Eolian islands 
tQ the distance of a thousand stadia; and that a 
sound, resembling thunder, is heard from them, in 
the neighbourhood of Taurominium. — Gr. Scho. 

1368. But 6etrare.l This injunction was given 
tq her husband by Thetis from a motive of re- 
serve and deUcacy. It was natural for her to 
think, that a principle of vanity might dispose 
Peleus to point her out to his companions among 
the Nereids; a circumstance which would be 
highly offensive to her feelings, as she knew 
they were all to appear naked. 

1382. O'er flaming lamps, ^c] The reader will 
find a fable resembling this in the Persian tales : 
where a prince is married to a beautiful and 
accomplished princess of the race of the Genii. 
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One of their children is thrown into a great fire, 
and immediately disappears: another is, imme- 
diately after its oirth, given to a great bitch, who 
carries it off in her mouth. The husband, like 
Peleusy breaks out into an agony of passion. 
This produces a separation from his wife, and a 
9eries of misfortunes to the prince. The princess, 
however, is induced, in process of time, to relent, 
and return to her husband, 'with their children 
now full grown, and. completely adorned with 
beauty and accomplishments; and it then ap- 
pears, that she had taken the method above men- 
tion of sending away these children, that they 
might be educated among the Genii. This fable 
is also applied to Ceres, when she undertook to 
bring up Triptolemus; in order to render him 
immortal, she fed him all day with celestial food, 
and covered him at night with burning embers. 
His father, Elusinus, observing this, expressed 
his fears and anxiety for his child. The goddess, 
in displeasure, struck the father dead; but con- 
ferred immortality on Triptolemus. 

1411. They soon a favr and florid,'] I have 
followed the Oxford editor in ms translation of 
the Greek word av^gfMea'traif, in the text, which 
he renders floridam. But the Greek Scholiast 
seems to make this word the proper name of the 
island. For be says, 'The poet has followed 
Hesiod, in calling this island of the Sirens by the 
name of Anthemoessa.' 

1412. Sirens,] Stolberg, vol. ii. p. 104, says, 
* It was generally believed > among the ancients, 
that Surrentum, now Sorento, derived its name 
from the Sirens. I cannot conceive how the 
naked rocks that project from the promontory of 
Massa, or those smaller cUffs that face Sorento, 
could have been supposed the island of the me- 
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lodiotts Sirens; but he likewise tells as, they 
sang in flowery meadows. That the charming 
island of Homer lay between the promontory of 
Circ^ and the gulfs of Sicily is certain; but I 
should rather seek it in the Yicinity of these gulfs. 
We find, that after Ulysses and his companions 
had passed the island, they heard the thunder^ 
and saw the smoking billows of Scylla : 

Now all at once tremendoas scenes anfold, 
Thaoder'd the deeps, the smoking billows rolled. 

Pope, Odyst, Book xii. ver. 240. 

' The cliffs situated on the bay of Salerno, on 
the further side of the Cape of Sorento, called 
** Le Galle/' are commonly supposed to be the 
island of the Sirens. Mount JBrix overlooked 
Drepanus, celebrated for a temple of Venus. 
This city was much renowned for the beauty of 
its female inhabitants: hence perhaps the fable 
of the Sirens; and the truth of Butes being 
allured by the Sirens might be, that, attracted by 
the beauty of the women, he remained behind 
the Argonauts.' 

The city, formerly lilybeum, is now called 
Marsala. The Butes mentioned in the text is 
said to have had a son by Venus, who was 
named £ryx, and from whom the mountain of 
that name was called. In reality, Eryx was the 
son of Butes, and Lycaste, a famous courtesan, 
who for her beauty was denominated Venus. 

The names of the Sirens were, Thelxino^, or 
Tbelxiop^, Molp^, and Aglaophonos. The fable 
of the Sirens is variously moralized. Plato sup- 
poses them to have been the goddesses of har- 
mony, who tuned the spheres ; a beautiful and 
Soetical notion, which has been adopted by 
f ikon : 
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Then listen I 



To the celestial Sirens' barmonj. 
That sit npon the nine infolded spheres, 
And sing to those that hold the vital shears, 
And turn the adamantine spindle round, &c. 

Pausanias wilL have it, that they were the god- 
desses of eloqiie^ce and persuasion in all their 
branches. Others suppose, that by the Sirens 
are meant the allurements of sensual pleasure ; 
and that their number is fixed at three, with a 
reference to the three grosser senses, of smelling, 
tasting, and feeling. Certainly this is one of the 
most agreeable fables, in Greek mythology; and 
one which has made a greater impression on the 
imagination, and furnished more learned allusion, 
and matter of more poetical embellishments, than 
perhaps any other. The reader will find some 
similitude to it in the fictions and traditions of 
the beautiful and animated poetry of the east. 
Spenser has availed himself of the fahles respect- 
ing the Sirens in his fine description of the mer- 
maids, that sing to tempt Sir Guyon ; book ii. 
canto zii. stanzas 30 — 33. Among others, whom 
Ceres sent in quest of Proserpine, were the 
Sirens. On which occasion she gave them wings. 
Xt is observable, that Spenser meant to refine on 
the. ancient mydiology, in making his mermaids 
five in number, evidently in correspondence with 
the whole number of the senses. Though I 
doubt whether the ancients were wrong in omit- 
ting sight and hearing, as being productive of 
pleasures more spiritual and less degrading than 
the other three, from the number of their Sirens. 
The passage of Spenser to which I allude is not 
infenor to any in that exquisite poet. Orpheus, 
in his Argonautics, gives us the substance of the 
aong, with which^ he says, he overpowered the 
seductive strain of the Sirens. 
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1496. He swept viiik nuuieryJ] The liae in tiie 
original, which expresses this idea, is a most 
happy instance oi the' sound echoing to the 
sense, and shows the consummate skill of our 
poet in yersificaticMi. It is verse 907 of the 
original: 

All the feet in this verse but the last are dACtyis, 
and the words are all such as accord with the 
sense. They express the sonorous crash of a 
bold and hurried descant; the energetic and 
rapid numbers of the masculine strains, which 
the bard of Thrace employed to counteract and 
overpower the seducing songs of the Sirens. On 
the contrary, the preceding tines, which describe 
the songs of the Birens, are not less expressive 
of languor and seductive softness. The word 
KpsyiMif, used by the poet, is particularly ex- 
pressive of the strong and energetic manner in 
which Orpheus played, or rather smote the lyre. 

1450. Queen of hve.] Venus protected Butes 
in a double right; both as having some influence 
over the sea, from whence she sprung, and as 
considering Butes, who was the victim of soft 
indulgence, as a peculiar object of her ^KVfmr. 
ilnother similar fable has sprung from tlus ; it is 
related by Diodorus, in his fourth book, con- 
cerning £ryx, the son of Butes, who became the 
husband of Venus. £ryx is the name of a moun-^ 
tain between Drepanum and Panormus. 

1453. Lihfbeum rears,} Dionysius Periegetes 
(De Situ Orb.) speaks of the three promontories 
of Sicily. 

1463. TheJUkme of F«ilca».] See the note on 
a preceding hue. Pindar, CaUimachusi and Vir- 
gil (in his third .Slneid), seem to have vied with 
each other, in sublime and magnificent descrip- 
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tioiiB of tbe eruptioii of Yolcanic fires, and the 
labours of Vulcan and the Cyclops at dieir 
fbiges* The verses of Callimachus, describing 
the roaring of the flames and the noise of the 
hanuDMrs c^ tiie gigantic workmen, are a noble 
instance of the power of yersifieation, in making 
the sound an echo to the sense. See Hymn to 
Delos; and Pindar's first Pythian Ode, decade 5. 

Stolbeig says, vol. i. p. 463: * The promon* 
tory of ijirck, now called Monte Circello, has 
likewise been called by the inhabitants Monte 
f dice. And even those to whom the name of 
Circ^ is as little known as the name of the poet, 
-mho rendered the enchantress immortal, hare 
yet their narratives to detail concerning the great 
sorceress who once inhabited this mountain. 
' Near tins (he says) he observed, that suddenly 
a Will of the Wisp rose over a marsh, which 
the traveller concluded to be the beginning of 
die Pontine marsh. I had never seen one (says 
he) so bright before: it frequently rose very 
high, danced to a great distance, and always 
returned back to its former place. Appear- 
ances of this kind must have impressed the 
minds of the rude and ignorant with awe, and 
disposed them to suppose the neighbouring re* 
gions the haunts of sorcery, and the residence of 
spirits and demons.' 

Stolberg's Travels, vol. ii. p. 197: ' The rock 
of Homer has a fantastic and terrifying form. 
We took boat, and went to it; as soon as we 
arrived, let us hear the description of the great 
poet, and wonder with how much penetration he 
observed, and how much there was of reality in 
his daring imagery. 

* Girc^ warned Ulysses against the Planetae, 
the erratic or wandermg rocks. Immediate in 
the firont of the rock of Seylla craggy cUfis ad- 
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vance out of the sea, against wUch the foaming 
wat«s more or less continually dash. The eye is 
deceived, or might be' induced to ascribe tiie 
Q^otion of the sea to the cliffs. A similar acci- 
dent happens in the Baltic, where people, as I 
have orten experienced, mistake the stoues, 
which the sea now washes, and now leaves 
bare, for swimming seadogs. Homer may have 
made the voyage on board a Phoenician or Gre- 
cian vessel ; or rather, no doubt, a Phoenician ; 
and still it is probable, that the mariners of his 
, age were ignorant enough of these coasts ac- 
tually to imagine that the cliffs floated. Pliny 
himself, that great naturalist, believed that the 
rocky islands of the Lago di Bolsena floated.' 

14(38. Around the vessel now, 8fc,] Virgil has 
imitated this passage in the flrst\£neid: in the 
passage which describes the seanymphs extri- 
cating the Trojan vessels from the' rocks and 
Syrtes. Camoens was so particularly- struck 
wiUi this passage, that he has imitated it in his 
second and fifth books. 

. 1500. Their labours Vtdoan, Sec,"] This is beau* 
tifiilly and fancifully imagined. I' cannot for- 
bear remarking, here what I have already fre- 
quently observed, the graphic 'talent of ApoUo- 
nius. What a fine subject for painting is here 
furnished! the whole sea animated; the Nereids 
swimming iu different groups and various atti- 
tudes, supporting the ship over the rocks. Vul- 
can propped' on 'the handle of his hanuner, and 
looking forward to view their labour from the top 
of a high promontory. Jtmo gazing down from 
heaven, and, in a transport of solicitude and fear 
for the safety of the vessel, throwing her wrmi 
round Mitierva. This preceding passage of Apol- 
lonius is imitated by Uamoens, bookiL 
.. , 1^08. Such wa^'the delay ^1 There seeios to be 
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BOnie doubt what was the portion of time in* 
tended by the poet in this passage. The gene- 
rally received interpretation is, that he meant 
the half of the artilfiGial day, Nu;^<^f^j0tf, or the 
space of a vernal day, twelve hours* On the 
one hand it may be objected, that the poet gives 
but a despicable idea of the energy and exertions 
of the goddess and the nymphs, in supposing 
that they consumed so much time in extricating 
the vessel from its dangerous situation } on the 
other side it may be replied, that Apollonius 
wished to impress on his readers the arduous 
nature of the task. However, the passage will 
bear the meaning of a space of three hours, one 
fourtii part of a vernal aay ; or perhaps' even of 
one hour out of twelve, of which the vernal day 
consists, when days and nights are equal. This 
version is confirmed by resorting to the subsc^ 
quent line, 1513, where it is said, the Argonauts 
sailed past the pasturels of the sun in the course 
of the day; whieh seems to intimate, that the re* 
«idne of the day was thus employed. (Hselzlinus.) 
1522. Ofthejlocks aud herck of the sunJ] Some 
later writers have placed these flocks and herds 
of the sun at Myiae, on the western shore, on ac- 
count of the extraordinary fertility of the landd 
there.— (Vide Cluver. Sicil. 115. p. 307.) The 
ori^n of the name Trinacia, or Thrinacia, is 
doubtful; that of Trinacria is later. Some have 
sought for Thrinacia in Ortygia, as Martorellus ; 
IFenici Iprimi ahitatori di NapolL Rather ac- 
cording to the guidance of fancy than reality^ 
.Respecting the flocks and herds of the sun, there 
was an ancient and very elegant fable or alle- 
gory, prior even to the time of Homer, concern- 
ing the lunar year consisting of 350 days ; which 
«ome mythologists had ingeniously feigned to be 
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fed M the flocks aiid herds of Ihe sud. Their 
generation was said never to fail, but to be eyer- 
lastingly renewed. Their colour was pure white, 
and their horns of gold, in allusion to the bright- 
ness of the sun. Nymphs, the daughters of the 
sun, were assigned to them as their guardians ; 
and the station where they were fed was as- 
signed to them in some sea, at that time little 
known, and yeir far to the west; by which was 
meant Sicily, then called Thrinacia, Trinacia, 
and after Trinacria. The first idea of this beau- 
tiful fiction might have been suggested by the 
numerous consecrated flocks and herds which 
were fed in many places, and dedicated to the 
indigenous and tutelary deities of the soil. — See 
Heyne not. in Apollod. 214. 

1523. Asihererook,] The word in the original, 
voidv, signifies a staff curved at one end^ which 
shepherds use. 

1524. Shining brass.] In the original ortcAo/- 
case. Horace takes notice of this metallic sub- 
stance, Tiina non ut nunc archalco vincta. The 
Greek Scholiast says, this was a species of brass 
which took its name from a certam man named 
Orius, the son of Euretus. Aristotle, in his 
TcXtrai, denies both the etymology of the name 
and the existence of the thing. Others say, that 
this is a rash and hasty assertion, and that there 
is really a metal so called. Stesichorus and 
Bacchilides mention it; and Aristophanes, the 
grammaria.n, takes notice of it. Some, as So- 
crates andTheopompus (in his twenty-fifth book), 
say, that Orichalcus was the name of a statuary. 
— See Gr. Scho. on ver. 973. 

1534. Beyond the Ionian bay.} By the tiro^- 
[MS MvioSf in this place, the poet means the en- 
trance into the Adriatic gulf^ before which the 
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bland of Corfu lies. This island had various 
names anciently ; among others that of Cerau-^ 
nia. The fable of the sickle of Saturn, with 
which he dismembered his father QoAus, being 
here deposited, seems to have arisen from the 
falcated form of the island. Corcyra was at first 
called Drepan^, a name borrowed from Apnran|, 
or Afnraypra, 'sickle;' either because (as has 
been mentioned) the sickle of Saturn was there 
deposited, or from Ceres, who, for a time, ioha* 
bited this island, and having first taught the 
Titans to sow and reap com, obtained a sickle 
from Vulcan in return. She afterwards was 
&bled to have concealed this sickle in the mari- 
time parts of the island, which conformed to the 
shape of it. Ceres is reported to have made 
this island her place of residence, out of affectiop 
to Maoris, the nurse of Bacchus. The Pheaci* 
ans, who inhabited this island, werC/said to be 
of divine origin. After the name of Drepan^, 
Corc3rra obtamed that of Scheria. The origin of 
this name is assigned by Aristotle, in his ' Polity 
of the Corcyreans.' This name, also, is deduced 
from the interference of Ceres. It is said that 
she, being very apprehensive that Drepan^^ in a 
course of years, might become a continent, by 
the alluvions of rivers, entreated Neptune to turn 
the course of the rivers in question ; and the god 
having complied with her request, the island, 
instead of Drepan6, began to be called Scheria ; 
frxun two Greek verbs, ^xfiv, ' to restrain,* and 
p€iy, * to flow.' The island was also called Ma- 
oris, from the nymph who nursed Bacchus : Cor- 
cyra from a nymph of that name, the daughter 
of Asopus. — Gr. ocho. 

1536. With spacum$ harbours.'] The word, in 
theoriginal, iyi^Xofr^, intimates, that this islatt4 
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afforded exceOent ports on both sides; llie pro- 
jecting necks of land, on which the city of Corfu 
and the town of Pagiopoli are situated, run out 
parallel to each other; and have, on each side 
of them, deeply indented bays; so that the epi- 
thet 'Ai^L^Xa^Sf or * capacious,' applies with 
peculiar propriety to the port of (jorcyra. Calli- 
machus, speaking of the harbour of this island, 
describes it as capacious, and ap{>i^u/xof , afford- 
ing an approach on either hand. ApoUonius, in 
his Periplus of Europe, speaks of the haven of 
tile Pheacians. — See Gr. Scho. 

1543. Bounteomt Ceres.] It appears that Cor- 
cyra must anciently have been a great com coun- 
try, and of uncommon fertility, since Ceres had 
so great a share in the fabulous traditions and 
antiquities of the island. The Pheacians were 
great lovers of pleasure and good cheer, to which 
they were naturally led by the fertility of the 
soil, and the benignity of the climate. -This dis- 
position of theirs is noticed by Horace : Pheax 
reverti, to return sleek and pampered. The in- 
habitants of Corcyra are celebrated by Callima-r 
chus. Hymn to Delos, for their hospitality. 

1547. Pheactam mild^ Acusilaus says, in 
his third book, that the drops of blood which fell 
^om CobIus or Uranus, when he was mutilated 
by his son Saturn, ('who, from his own and 
l(hea*s son, like measure found'), impregnating 
the ground, became the origin of the race of the 
Pheacians : and Aiceus agrees with Acusilaus 
in saying, that the Pheacians have their origin . 
from the drops of blood of Uranus. .Homer 
says, that the Pheacians were domestic with the 
gods, on account of their descent from Neptuno; 
which is a poetical mode of intimating, that they 
were famous for commerce apd navigation. (See 
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Gr. Scho. ▼. 902.) The love of the Pheacians 
for sttiBual indulgence was so remarkable, that 
to live like a Pheacian became proverbial, to de- 
note a bon vivamt. The reader, who wishes , to 
know more of the hospitality of this people, par- 
ticularly of Alcinoiis and his subjects, and meir 
f<mdness for the good things of this life, may 
consult Homer's Odyssey. At the time of the 
Trepan war, and oerhaps even of the Argonautic 
exi^ition, if we believe the accounts of Homer 
ana the theories of some who make even the 
Argonautic enterprise a commercial speculation, 
some trade was carried on. It must, however, 
have been very confined, as money was not then 
in use; nor was any coined until long after the 
Trojan war. The commerce of those times was 
therefore limited to an exchange of commodities. 
The Greeks purchased wine at Lemnos; and 
gave in exchimge, brass, iron, hides, oxen, and 
slaves. The convenience of their ports, and the 
fertility of their soil, especially m com, must 
have given the Pheacians a great share in what- 
ever commerce subsisted at that time ; and this 
will account for their opulence and luxury, be- 
yond the manners and situation of other cotem- 
porary nations, and also for their free and unre- 
served communication with strangers. 

1559. CokkUm mipriadi,'] Part of the Colchi- 
ans, as has been already related, proceeded 
through the Ister, led by Absyrtus ; and came 
upon the Argonauts at the Brygean islands, 
llie body of Colchians, whom the Greeks now 
encountered at the island of Corcyra, were those 
who had passed through the Cyanean rocks. — 
Gr. Scho. 

. 1588. Be wijtuess, HecaU, 4%.] There is a 
great attention to the observation of manners 

bb2 
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and characters here. The swearing by Hecate 
was peculiarly proper in Medea, on account of 
her being a Colchian, and addicted 'to magic- 
rites, over which Hecat6 presided; besides, Me- 
dea was priestess of Hecat6. 

1699. The dearest treasure of our sexJ] It is 
part of the character and description of Medea 
to possess words at will, and a knack of talking 
in a most plausible and persuasive manner. The 
poet has never been inattentive to this circum- 
stance. The topics of the present address to^ 
Aret^ are particularly well chosen and affecting. 
Her palliation of her frailty, and her solicitude 
to convince the queen that she had preserved her 
chastity inviolate, are highly feminine and cha- 
racteristic. 

1626. Furies to the suppliant, Sfc,] That is to 
say, the avenging powers which await to protect 
suppliants, and avenge any wrongs or outrages 
which are committed against them. The person 
who was capable of violating the rights of hospi- 
tality, and injuring the suppliant and the stranger, 
was held to be execrable and obnoxious to divine 
vengepnce. 

1670. O spouse behved,] The speech of Aret^ 
to her husband is very artful and insinuating; 
the time is very opportune, and the motives of 
self-interest are juaiciously selected to influence 
the mind of Alcinoiis. Aret^ was a woman of 
superior talents, and possessed great influence. 
Homer represents her as administering justice. 

1696. The fair Aniiop6.] Antiop6, the daugh- 
ter of Nycteus, was seduced by Jupiter, under 
the form of a satyr : fl3ring from the rage of her 
father Nycteus, she took refuge in Sicyon with 
Epopeus, and having brought forth Amphion and 
Zethus, exposed them on Mount Citheron. Nyc- 
teus died of grief; but, before his death, gave it 
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ill charge to Us brother I^cus to bring back bis 
daughter. Lycus led an army into Sicyon, and 
killed Epopeus; then, carrying away Antiop6; 
captive, ne delivered her into the custody of 
^Dirc6, her stepmother, who consigned her over 
to her children to be tormented by them. Am- 
phion and Zethus were brought up by a shep- 
herd, and having attained to man's estate, they 
released their mother, and destroyed Dirc6, by 
^ing her to a wild horse. Having sent for 
Lycus, under the pretext of delivering Antiop^ 
to him, they were about to kill him ; but Hermes 
prevented them, and ordered Lycus to yield up 
the sovereignty to them, — (Gr. Scho.) Ovid^ 
Metam. lib. vi. 1. 110, adverts to this fable. 

1699. DanaS.] Pherecydes, in his twelfth 
book, says, that Acrisius married Eurydic^, the 
daughter of Lacedeemon. Dana6 was the produce 
of this marriage. Acrisius having consulted the 
oracle, to know wbether he should have a son, 
the Pythian god answered, that he himself should 
not have a son; but that his daughter would 
bear one, who was fated to destroy him^ Acri- 
sius, on his return to Argos, caused a brazen 
chamber to be constructed in the court of his 
palace ; where he shut up Dana6 with her nurse, 
and kept her confined and closely watched, to 
prevent her having a son. Jove, being enamoured 
of the virgin, gained admission to her in a shower 
of gold, which glided through the roof, and was 
received by Dana6 in her bosom. The offspring 
of this intercourse was Perseus. Dana^, with 
the assistance of her nurse, nourished him pri- 
vately, and eluded the vigilance of Acrisius until 
he was three or four years old. Then Acrisius; 
hearing the voice of the infant playing, called 
Dana6 and the nurse before him, ^d killed the 
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latter on the spot. Haying led his daughter to 
the altar of Jupiter Hercius, he interrogated her, 
without witnesses, respecting the father of the 
infant. She ascribed him to Jove ; but the £&- 
ther, disbelieving this story, caused a coffer to 
be made, in wfaach he shut up Dana6 and her 
infant, and ordered them to be cast into the sea. 
They were wafted to the isle of Seriphus. Dictys, 
the son of Peristhenes, being there fishing, with 
a net drew them to land ; and, at the entreaties 
of Dana^, opened the coffer. He conducted 
them to his house, and took care of them, as if 
they were his own kindred. Dictys and Poly- 
dectes were, it seems, the sons of Androthoe, 
the daughter of Castor, and Peristhenes, the son 
of Damastor, the son of NaupUus, the son of 
Neptune and Amymon6; as Pherecydes relates 
in his first book. When Perseus was now grown 
up to manhood, the king of Senphus fell ih love 
with Dana^y and would have offered violence to 
her, but was prevented by her son. In order, 
therefore, to get rid of him, Polydectes sends 
Perseus to Africa to obtain the head of the fa- 
mous gorgon, Medusa. To his surprise and 
mortification, he saw the young hero return 
crowned with a twofold success, having obtained 
Medusa's head, and also having rescued Andro- 
meda, the daughter of Cepheus and Cassiope, 
king and queen of Ethiopia, from being devoured 
by a sea monster to which she was exposed. In 
the interim, the mother of Perseus and Dictys 
had been forced to take refuge from the violence 
of Polydectes. Perseus turned the tyrant into 
stone, by the gorgon's head, together with many 
of his people, and invested Dictys with the so- 
vereiffnty over the survivors. After this, be 
sailed to Argos with the Cyclops, his mother, 
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8knd Andromeda. He did not find Acrisius there 
on his arrival. The monarch had retired to La- 
rissa, in Thessaly, and the country of the Pelasr 
gians, through fear of his grandson. Not findr 
ing Acrisius, Perseus leaves Dana6 with her 
mother £urydic6y together with Andromeda and 
the Cyclops, and hastens to Xarissa. There, 
having made himself known to Acrisius, he per- 
suades him to return with him to Argos. As 
they were on the point of setting out, it happened 
that Tantalus, the king of tiiat country, caused 
funeral games to be celebrated in honour of his 
deceased father. Perseus being present at these 
games, in company with Acrisius, contended at 
&e discus (the pentathlon it seems was not then 
known, bu^each game was distinct and«separate), 
and the disk happening to fall on the foot of his 
grandfather. Wounded him in such a manner^ 
that he died at Larissa. In consequence of this 
unfortunate accident, Perseus retired from Ar- 
gos. See a subsequent note respecting the head' 
of Gorgon. Horace alludes to the fable of 
Dana6, in his Odes, lib. iii. Ode 10. Some 
verses of Simonides are preserved, on the pa- 
thetic subject of Dana^ with her infant bemg 
committed to the waves ; which are distinguished 
by a beautiful and affecting simplicity. They 
are supposed to be addressed by the unhappy 
mother to her infant. — See No. vii. of the remains 
of Simonides. — Brunk's Analecta, vol. i. p. 121^* 
Vide Ovid, Metam. lib. iv. ver. 610. 

1702. JBehettts,] Echetus is mentioned by Ho- 
mer as one of the most cruel of the human race ; 
and branded with the appellation of ' Echetus, 
the scourge of humankind.' Offenders are threat- 
ened, with the punishment of b^ing delivered up 
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to this monster of inhumaiiity, both in the Iliad 
and Odyssey^ as the most (Lneadfiil doom that 
could befall an unhappy wretch. There seems 
to be some small anachronism in this place; 
Echetus was still alive, according to Homer, not 
only in the time of the Trofan war, but even 
many years after, at the return of Ulysses : and 
If et, so long before as the time of the Argonautic 
expedition, he b described by Aret^ as the inju^ 
rious Echetus, already notonous to the world bv 
his cruel treatment of his daughter. The Gredk 
Scholiast informs us, that the story of Echetus is 
to be found in a work of Lysippus, t)ie Epirot, 
which is entitled ' Catalogue of impious Men.' 

1718. Ivnllniot veil my purpose^ There seems 
to be a vast deal of equity ana good sense, and, 
indeed, a strict conformity with natural law, in 
this determination of Alcinoiis. It is most likely 
that Alcinoiis in his heart believed that Medea 
was not married; and wished to suggest to his 
wife the necessity of hastening her nuptials, with-' 
out appearing in the transaction himself :— while 
his wife was flattered by attributing the whole 
arrangement of the business to her own address 
and dexterity, and supposing that she had even 
overreached and circumvented her husband, 

1744. Bay of HyUusJ] This was a harbour 
belonging to> the island of Corcyra. It took its 
name from Hyllus, the son of Hercules, and the 
nymph Melita. 

17M. Phmdan cave^l This cave had been the 
habitation of the nymph Macris, who gave her 
name to Corcyra ; and here she had nursed Bac* 
chus. This cave, it seems, had two entrances ; 
and hence (from ^i; and dvfa) the god obtained 
the name of Dithyrites, ana thfit species of poe- 
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try which was employed in the hymns composed 
in honour of Baccnus was called Dithjrrambus.-^ 
(Gr. Scho.) Milton speaks of the cave, 

Where old Cbtm, 

WboiB- Gentiles Ammoo call, and Libyan Jore, 

Hid Aualthea, and her florid aoa 

YoQDg Baochas, from his stepdame Rhea's eye. 

1768. Queen of Jove.'] Juno, through that re- 
sentment which she felt against all those who 
were privy to the illicit amours of Jupiter, had 
expelled the nymph Maoris from the island of 
Euboea ; an isle which was peculiarly sacred to 
Juno, because she had received Bacchus from 
the hands of Hermes, and nursed him. 

1784. Fear and modesty.'] These rustic nymphs, 
on account of the beauty of the fleece, were de- 
sirous of approaching and handling it ; but were 
restrained by shame and delicacy, on account of 
die rites of love to which it was so soon to be 
subservient. — See Gr. Scho. 

1787. Egeut^ sacred stream.] The £geiis was 
•a river of Corcyra ; the god of the stream was 
father of the nymph Melita, who bore Hyllus to 
Hercules, who gave his name to a race of people 
on the continent of Epirus, and to a harbour of 
Corcyra. Panyasis, in his account of Lydia, 
says that Hercules had two sons, who were both 
called Hyllus, from Hyllus, a river of Lydia, 
which is said to have contributed to his cure on 
his return. — Gr. Scho. 

Authors differ respecting the place where the 
nuptials of Jason and Medea were celebrated. 
Timaeus agrees widi our audior in fixing the place 
at Corcyra. Dionysius, the Milesian, in the se- 
cond book of his Argonautics, says, that their 
nuptials were celebrated at Byzantium. Anti- 
machns, in his Lydia, says, that Jason and MeSea 



292 APOLLONIUS RHODIUS. 

indulged their mntual passion new the river Pha- 
sis ; and diis is most probable. — See Gr. Scho. 

1793. Retains the name.] Apollonius here, ac-^ 
cording to his practice, displays his knowledge 
of antiquities. The Greek beholiast informs us, 
that other writers took notice of this cave bear- 
ing the name of Medea. 

IBIO. Race of hapless man."] This sentiment is 
imitated by Ovid, lib. vii. ver. 454. 

1823. Arovnd the point of MacnsJ\ He speaks 
of the peninsula, or projecting neck of land, on 
which the chief city of the Pheacians then stood, 
and where stands at present Corfii, the capital of 
the island. Apollonius (says the Greek Scholiast) 
describes it in his Periplus of Europe. Others 
4»eem to think, that the poet here speaks of a 
Chersonese running out from the main land of 
Epirus, opposite to Corcyra, which was called 
Macridia; probably on account of its being peo^ 
pled by a colony from Euboea, which was ancir 
ently called Macris. — See the Greek Scholiast. 
Probably this was the place where Buthrotum 
was situated, mentioned by Strabo in his seventh 
book.— ^Greek Scho. 

1826. Sceptre.l The sceptre was the symboli* 
cal ensign ot royalty. It was nothing more, than 
a staff more or less ornamented. It'was borne 
by the sovereigns of those ancient times, and 
even by tiieir delegates when they proceeded to 
solemn acts, such as concluding treaties, or pro- 
nouncing judgments. The sceptre of the ancient 
sovereigns of Russia was a^simple staff. Such 
is still the sceptre of the litUe despots of Mol- 
davia and Wallachia. The throne was a seat of 
stone, on which the monarch sstt. The judges 
were at. his. side on bespches of the same kind. 
. 1876, Origin from Bacchus,] The Bfiicohiades 
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of Corinth, who. took their name from Bacchius/ 
the son of the god Bacchus. They were the> 
most illustrious family in Corinth: and were ex- 
pelled on account of the death of Actaeon. The 
story runs thus : Melissus, having rendered im- 
portant services to the Corinthians, who were in 
danger of being destroyed by Phidon, king of 
the Argives, was advanced to high honours 
among them on this account. The Bacchiadae, 
coming to his house by night, attempted to carry 
off his son Actaeon.by force; but were resisted 
by the parents of the youth. A scuffle ensued, 
in which Actaeon was unfortunately killed. Me- 
lissus, standing on the altar, denounced the most 
dreadful curses against the Corinthians, unless 
they .avenged the death of his son : this was at 
the commencement of the Isthmian fames. After 
he had spoken in this manner, he threw himself 
down headlong from a precipice which lay before 
him. The Corinthians, cautious of leaving the 
death of Actaeon unpunished, and, at the same 
time, being urged by the commands of an oracle, 
expelled the Bacchiadae. Chersocrates, one of 
the ' Bacchiadae, founded the city of Coreyra, 
having expelled the Colchians; who retired to 
the continent, and settled there near the Cerau- 
nian mountains. — Gr. Scho. 

1877. Ephyra.'] Corinth was thus called from 
Ephyra, the daughter of Epimetheus. Eumelus 
says, that Ephyra was the daughter of Ocean us 
andTethys, and wife of Epimetheus. — Gr. Scho. 

1879. jBacchiacUB.'] The story told by the scho- 
liasty concerning the Bacchiadae, does not agree 
with the most authentic historical relations.' After 
the line of Sisiphus was extinct, the kings, who 
descended from Aletes, ejected to call them- 
selves Heraclidae, Aletes being descended from 
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Hercules. This name tiiey after changed to dac-* 
diiades, from Baccliiusy the fifth in descent from 
Aletes. They held the kingdom for a long time, 
until the family grew so numerous, and the people 
so weary of regal government, that they entirely 
dissolved it hy common consent, in the reign of 
Telestes their last king. This prince becoming 
odious to his subjects, two of his kinsmen formed 
a conspiracy against him. After his death, two 
hundred of the principal Bacchiadee seized on the 

iroremment, and shared the administration of af- 
airs among themselves, electing a supreme out 
of their own body, whom they called Prytanis. 
Corinth continued under this anstocracy for about 
two hundred and forty years; when Cypselus, 
one of the Bacchiad«, by the mother's side, but 
not in the paternal line (being encouraged to the 
attempt by an oracle), possessed himself of the 
sovereign authority, and became king. 

1878. After times.] Timsus says, that Chersi- 
crates was expelled from Corinth, and founded 
the colony in question, upwards of six hundred 
years after the time of the Trojan war. 

1885. Nestaan geatg, SfcJ] Scylax, in his Peri- 
plus, says, that the Nestsei were a pecmle of 
Illyria. From their country to the bay of Ma- 
nias is' (according to him) one day's sail. Era- 
tosthenes says, in his geography, * After the 
Illyrians come the Nestaei.' — (Gr. Scho.) Oricos 
was a maritime town of Epirus, nearly opposite 
the port of Brundusium, in Italy, now called 
Brindisi. 

1889. Altar hy Medea.] Timonax, in the first 
book of his Sicelics, says that Jason married 
Medea in Colchis, with the consent of .£etes; 
and that he saw in his voyage about the Euxine 
sea, certain gardens^ which are called the gar- 
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dens of Jason; at the place where that hero is 
said to haye landed. He adds, that gymnastic 
exercises, and the throwing of the discus, are 
still kept up there in honour of the Argonauts; 
and that the bridal chamber of Medea, where the 
nuptials were consummated, was preserved ; and 
also a temple near the city, erected by Jason ; 
together with many other temples consecrated by 
him. But Timeus says, that Medea and Jason 
were married in Corcyra ; and, speaking of sa> 
crifices, asserts, that, in his time, sacrifice was 
performed annually in the temple of Apollo^ 
where Medea originally sacrificed; and that mo- 
numents, erected to commemorate her marriage, 
remained at the shore not far from the city, and 
^vere called the monuments of the Nymphs and 
Nereids. — Gr. Scho. 

1880. Nomian Phodms,] Apollo was so called 
from the Greek Nou^^, ' a law;' as presiding over 
law and justice. This altar was erected by Mer 
dea, to perpetuate the memory of the righteous 
doom pronounced by Alcinons, which she sup- 
posed to be inspired by Apollo Nomius. 

1908. ApUnracia.] A famous city of Thesprotia, 
in Epirus, near the river Acheron, formerly called 
Epuia and Paralia. Here was kept the court of 
king Pyrrhus, After Augustus had conauered 
Mark Anthony, he called this city Nicopolis, in 
honour of his victory. Its port was particularly 
famous. — Vide Mela, lib. ii. c. 3. and Livy, lib. 
:(xxviii. c. 3. 

1900. Halhw'd 9eat$.] It is doubtful whether 
the seat of the Curetes here meant is not Acar- 
nania; to which place the Curetes are said to 
have emigrated when they were expelled from 
Etolia. Strabo has a long but unsatisfactory 
passage on this sul^ect in & tepth book. — Oxf. 



296 APOLLOKIUS RHODICS. 

Edit) See also Diod. Sic. lib. v. c. 64, et »eq. 
The Cnietes are supposed to have had thw first 
origin from Crete. — Virgil, Georgic, lib. iv. ver. 
151: 

Cnretmn lonitas crepiUotiaqae aerm seentiD 
DioUbo Cfsli regen parere sab •ntro. 

1910. Echinades.} These were five small islands 
in the Ionian sea, near the mouth of the river 
Acheloiis, and not far from the gulf of Lepanto. 

1912. Land of Pehps.] So Ovid : Pelapeia 
PUtheug me mini in arva. He means Phrysia, 
where Tantalus, the father of Pelops, reigned. 

1917* Sifrtes, There were two Svrtes on the 
coast of Libya ; the greater and the lesser. They 
are mentioned by most of the ancient writers. 
Milton's description. Paradise Lost, book ii. ver. 
939, corresponds with that of ApoUonius : 

-QneDofaM io a boggj Sjrtis, neither sea 
Nor good dry land ; nigh foander*d on he fares. 
Treading the cmdjB consistence, half on foot. 
Half fljing; behoves him now both sail and oar. 

Major Rennell speaks thus of the Syrtes, in his 
excellent work on the geography of Herodotus, 

E. 646, et seq, (by whom they are mentioned in 
is Melpomene, 169) : ' The »yrtes, which were 
the terror of ancient mariners, are two wide 
shallow gulfs which penetrate very far within 
the northern coast of Africa, between Carthage 
and Cyrene, in a part where it already retires 
very far back, to form the middle bason or widest 
part; of the Mediterranean sea. The north and 
east winds of course exert their full force on these 
shores, which are exposed to them. At the same 
time, Ibat not only certain parts of those shores 
are formed of moveable sand, but the gulfs them- 
selves are dso thickly sown with shallows of the 
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Mune kind; which, yielding to the force of the 
waves, are subject to variations in their form and 
positions. To this must be added, the operation 
of the winds^ in checking or accelerating the mo- 
tions of the tides; which are, therefore, reducible 
to no rules. 

* The two Syrtes are more than two hundred 
Gennaa mUes asunder, aad are digtinguished by 
the terms greater and lesser ; of which it would 
appear, Herodotus knew only the former, by the 
name of Syrtis; the latter, by that of the lake 
Tritonis. Not but that both were known, and 
bad obtained the above distinctive names, in the 
time of Scylax, whom we may conceive to have 
written before the time of Herodotus. It is fer 
mairkable, that Herodotus is silent respepting the 
properties of the Syrtis, which he mentions by 
name; whilst he speaks of the dangers of the 
other in a pointed manner. We are not, how- 
ever, to infer from this silence, that he was* igno- 
rant of the dangers of the greater Syrtis. The 
greater Syrtis bordered on the west of the pro- 
vince of Cyrenaica; and penetrated to die depth 
of about one hundred miles within the two capes 
that formed its mouth or the opening, which were 
that of Boreum on the east, Cephalus or Trico- 
rium on the west. In front it was opposed to 
the openine of the Adriatic sea; and the Medi- 
terranean, m this part, expanding to the breadth 
of near ten degrees, exposed this gulf to the vio- 
lence of the northerly winds. Scylax reckons it 
a passage of three days and nights across its 
mouth. It is not, however, pretended that the 
whole extent of this space was equally dangerous, 
or that there were dancers in every part. 

' The lesser Svrtis lay opposite to the islands 
of Sicily and Malta. It appears to be no more 

c c 2 
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IImb forty or fifty Germui miles in breadth, but 
penetimtes to aooot seYenty-fiTe widiiii the con- 
tiaeat. We have the word of Scylax, that it 
was tiie laost daageroos of tiie two. The islands 
Cercina and Cercinitis bounded its entrance to 
the north; Meninx, or that of the Lotophagi, on 
the south. It was here tibat Jason is said (by 
Herodotus) to have been in imminent danger of 
shipwreck, prerious to his setting out on the 
Argonantic expedition. — Melp. 179. 

* There are several short descriptions of the 
Syrtes on record; that of Lacan is the most 
pointed, and, making allowances for the colour- 
ing of a poet, not yery different from that given 
by Edrisi in later times; or, indeed, what may 
be collected from Strabo : 

Wbea Nttore'i hand the first formation tried, 

WboD leas from lamia she did at first diTide, 

The Sjrts, oot qoite of sea nor land bereft, 

A mingled mass, oncertain still she left. 

For nor the land with sea is quite overspread. 

Nor sink the waters deep their oosj bed. 

Nor earth defends her shore, nor lifts aloft its head. 

The site with neither and with each complies, 

Doobtfol and inaccessible it lies; 

Or 'tis a sea with shallows bank'd aroood, 

Or 'tis a broken land with waters drowa'd; 

Here shores adranced o'er Neptone's nde we find. 

And there an inland ocean Isgs behind. « 

Thos Nature's purpose, bj herself destroy'd. 

Is useless to herself and onemploj'd. 

And part of her creation still is void. 

Perhaps, when first the world and time began. 

Here swelling tides and plenteoas waters ran ; 

Bat long ooofining on tbe barning zone. 

The sinking seas have felt tbe neighboaring son. 

Still hj degrees we see how thej decay, 

And scarce resist the thirstj god of daj. 

Perhaps, in different ages 'twill be foond. 

When fatare sons have ran tbe baraing round. 

The Sjrtes shall be drj and solid gnmad.— 
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Small are the depths the soantj wares retain, 
And earth grows dailj on the yielding main.' — 

Row* 8 Lucon. 

 

This description, as Major Rennell observes, has 
a boldness peculiar to itself. 

* The dangers of the two Syrtes were di£ferent. 
Those of the greater being produced by the quick- 
sands, both on the shore and in the ofEng (and it 
is of these Apollonius speaks), and which were 
rendered more fojrmidabfe by their great extent. 
The dangers of the lesser Syrtis arose, more par- 
ticularly, from the variations and uncertainty of 
the tides on a flat, shelvy coast. In effect, Pliny 
supplies no description at all of the Syrtes : he 
only says, they are horribly dangerous (lib. iv. c. 
6). Neither does Solinus ; but both of them seem 
to consider the irregularity of the tides as the sole 
or chief cause of danger. Strabo imputes the 
danger, not only to the tides, but to the flatness 
and ooziness of the bottom; and observes, that 
ships, whilst navigating this part, keep as wide 
as possible of the indraught oi the gulfs.' Major 
Rennell observes, that the Goodwin Sands of 
England possess much the same properties as 
the shallows and coast of the greater Syrtis. The 
lesser Syrtis is now called the gulf of Kabes : 
from this cape (Gapoudia) says Dr. Shaw, all 
along to the island of Jerba (t. e. of the Loto- 
phaffi) we have a succession of little flat islands, 
banks of sand, oozy bottoms, or small depths of 
water. The inhabitants make no small advantage 
of these shallows, by wading a mile or two from 
the shore, and flxing, as tiiey go, hurdles of 
reeds, which enclose a number of fish. Dr. Shaw 
was informed, that frequently at the island of 
Jerba, on the south side of the Syrtes, the sea 
rose twice a day above its usual height. 
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1928. Wmd» emupirimg, ^.] The desciiptioa 
of this shoal and inaccessible lee shore, with a 
raging north wind beating on it, is exactly con- 
formiS>le to the description given by the different 
writers quoted in Major Rennell's work. 

1990. Tide$ misUefg.] It has been supposed 
that there are no tides in the Mediterranean ; it 
is ascertained, however, that this is a vulgar 
error, by various relations, both ancient and mo- 
dern. ApoUonius, in speaking here of the violent 
and dangerous effect of the tides, is strictly cor- 
rect and conformable to truth. The whole ex- 
tract firom Major Rennell, above given, will be 
found to reflect considerable light on this part of 
the poem of Apollonius. 

1980. No path f no kaynt of shepherds.'] Sallust 
agrees perfectly with our poet, in his descriptioii 
of a part of Libya, in the Jugurthine war. Col- 
lins, in his second oriental eclogue, entitled 
' Hassan, or the Camel Driver,' hsLS employed 
the same ideas to great advantage. 

1046. Better the dangers. knawnJ] Virgil has 
imitated this passage, iBneis, lib. i. ver. 93. 

1957. Sad AncfBus, The speech of Ancaeus is 
much in character. His observations are sensi- 
ble, and show the care and attention of an ex- 
perienced mariner^ 

2014. The parent bird.'] This simile is perfectly 
original, and highly beautiful aad expressive. 
The fears, the tenderness, and unavailing cries 
of the Pheacian virgins (who found themselves 
sent, from the ease, the plenty, and indulgence 
of a palace, in Pheacia, their native country, to 
perish by hunger in that Libyan desert), are well 
expressed by the helpless state ot the young and 
unnedged birds falling out of the parent nest in 
a rock in the absence <^ the mother. The virgins 
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here mentioned are those whom Aret6 sent with 
•Medea to attend her. This simile is copied by 
'Virgily £neis, hb. xii. yer. 47&, in some degree : 

Pabnla purm legeos, nidisqoe loqoaoibas eacas. 

2033. Heroine*.'] These nymf^s of Cyrene are 
also called Heroides in an epigram of Callima- 
chus, which is found in the first Tolume of Span- 
heim's edition of Callimachas, p. 368. The word 
in the original of Apollonius is, by synalaephe, 
y^^irvcuy for y^pwio'trou. 

2044. The shading veiL] The yeU is properly 
an ornament of women; the circumstance of 
Jason having a veil thrown over his head, as he 
lay upon the ground, shows how much he was 
dejected and unmanned by his sufferings and 
sorrows. 

2055. A heal reign."] These rustic and pastoral 
deities were properly said to obtain local dignity 
and influence in Libya, or Cyrenaica, where the 
pastoral life and manners prevailed., Near this 
was the most fertile part ot Libya. 

2062. Tender parent.] The nymphs here speak 
in an obscure and oracular manner. The careful 
parent, darkly mentioned by them, appears, in 
the sequel, to be meant for a description of the 
ship Argo ; which had borne the Argonauts in 
her hold, as in a womb, through the various pe- 
rils of tiie voyage. There is a similar douole 
meaning, and withdrawing of the obvious truth, ' 
in the prophecy of the harpy Ceteno, in Virgil ; 
where she tells the Trojans that they should be re- 
duced to eat their tables. .Sneis, lib. iii. ver. 255 : 

Nod »ote dttam eingetu maeiiibafl arbem 
Qaaa wet din fiunes iMMtneqve iojam eaedu 
AmbcMMS rabigmt malU abtomere 



Many instances of similar obscure predictions 
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occur in ancient histories. Such was the anaw^ 
of the oracle to Cresus respecting Cyrus — Hero- 
dotua» Clio : 

When o'er the M edes • male shell beer the sway. 
Then, Ljrdien, tremble ; and on Hermns' bank 
Prepare thj flight, nor dread a eoward's name. 

Cyrus was called a mule, because he was half 
Mede, half Persian, by birth. Of this nature 
was the oracle which cautioned Epaminondas to 
beware of what the Greeks called the ' Pelagus;' 
which he understanding to mean the sea, which 
is called in Greek IlfiXacyo;, forbore to go in any 
ship or jB;aIley. Whereas it was the Mantinean 
wood of that name of which the oracle bid him 
beware. Much after the same manner is the 
Carthaginian general said to have been deceived, 
when he was told by an oracle that he should be 
buried in Libya ; whence he concluded, that after 
he had beaten the Romans, he should return and 
die in his own country ; whereas the oracle meant 
the town of Libyssa, which the Nicomedians 
called Libya. When the elder Brutus went with 
the Taraums, his kinsmen, to consult the oracle 
of Delpni, they were told, that he who should 
first kiss his mother, on their return, should ob- 
tain the chief authority at Rome. Brutus, who 
alone apprehended the true meaning of the oracle, 
fell down, as if by accident, and kissed the 
ground, the common mother of all. Such is the 
language in the prediction of the witches in Mac- 
beth, when they assure him he shall never be 
conquered ' Till Bimam wood do come to Dun- 
sinane;' and again tell him. 

Fear not, Macbeth—^no maa of woman bom 
Has power to hart thee. 

We have another instance in history of a puzding 
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oracle. The Lacediemonians proved unsuccessful 
in a war against the Arcadians ; and were told 
by the oracle, they should continue to be so till 
they brought back the bones of Orestes, the son 
of Agamemnon. Where to find them was the 
difficulty. They again consulted the oracle, and 
were answered: 

In tbe Arcadian plain lies Tegea^ 
Where two impetaoos winds are forced to blow ; 
Form resists form, mischief on misohief strikes : 
Here mother earth keeps Agamemnon's son ; 
Carrj him off, and be victorioos. 

The solution of the enigma was accidentally found 
out by liches, a Spartan ; who, being one day at 
Tegea, observed a smith working at his forge; 
who told him, that in sinking a well, he had found 
a coffin seven cubits long; and having had the 
curiosity to open it, to see if the body answered 
the length of the coffin, he had found it exactly 
fitting, and laid it again where he found it. 
Liches, comparing the place he was in, and the 
answer of the oracle, conceived, that by the two 
winds were meant the snuth^s bellows; by the 
contending forms, the hammer and anvil ; and by 
the double mischief, the ills which are caused by 
iron. He had himself banished, for some pre- 
tended crime, the better to elude suspicion ; he 
repaired to Tegea ; and having, with some diffi^ 
cuity, hired the smith's enclosures, dug up the 
bones privately and conveyed them to Sparta. 

2006. AchiBan shareJ] By this he means Tlies-^ 
saly or Hellas; but it is better to understand 
Thessaly, the inhabitants of which are called 
Achei. 

2068. JTie nyn^i^ evanished,] The appearance 
of these rural divinities, and their address to 
Jason, with their sudden vanishing, evidently 
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seem to have furnished Virgil with the idea of 
the scene between Venus and her son^ in the 
first Mneid, ver. 316. 

20B0. Forward he rush'd, and Imdbf caWd, ^c] 
Is it too fanciful to suppose, that the picture here 
given by ApoUonius, ol Jason calling aloud and 
rousing his companions who lay extended on the 
sands, despairing and confounded, furnished Mil- 
ton with his first idea of Satan calling to the 
fallen spirits, who lay stretched and confounded 
on the obliyious lake ? The arch fiend, like Jason, 
rouses himself by an efibrt : 

Forthwith apright he rears, from off the pool, 
Hn mightj itatore. 

With equal loudness he calls to his companions : 

He called to load, that all the hollow deeps 
Of hell resounded. 

And the Argonauts and angels of darkness, in like 
manner, at the call of their respective leaders. 

Came flocking where he stood on the bare strand. 

The words ' bare strand' actually seem to refer 
to the present state of the Argonauts. 

2065. The tawny /ioit.] There is a noble 
amplification in this passage. The roar of the 
lion is supposed to be so loild and tremendous 
that even the places which lay low and secure 
shook. There is a peculiar appositeness in this 
simile. The call of the hero, though it sounded 
loud and dreadful to strangers, was the call of 
friendship to his companions, and welcome to 
their ears ; in the same manner the roar of the 
lion was ^e voice of savage love; and thou^ 
terrible to the shepherd, it was pleasing and ac- 
ceptable to the females. 

2112. And to your mother,'] It is usual with 
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the ancient poets, when any command or pre- 
diction of a oivinit]^, or any person of very supe- 
rior rank (as, for instance, of a king, or otaer' 
person having supreme authority), is to be pro- 
pounded, to recite it over again word for word. 
The reader who is conversant with Homer will 
recollect a multitude of instances of this kind in 
his writings. The nymphs here spoken of were 
indigenous or local deities, peculiar to Libya. 
They tae supposed by the poet to have been ad- 
vanced to this high station for the attention paid 
by them to Pallas when she first rose to exist- 
ence. The Greek Scholiast says, that Stesi- 
chorus was the first who pretended that Minerva 
sprung armed from the head of Jove. The nymphs 
are ctdled 'Av^tisccoh, affable, or admitting of a 
communication with man, because they were a 
kind of protecting geniuses, who were in the 
habit of revealing themselves, and conversing 
with mortals. Milton speaks thus of Raphael. 
He calls him * Raphael, the affable angel.' 

2127. Of jay and orief.] Sorrow, to think they 
could not aevelope the meaning of the oracle or 
injunction of the Libyan heroines ; joy, to think 
that their condition was not altogetiier hopeless. 
A situation like that described by Milton, Para- 
dise Lost, book ii. ver. 224 : 

For happy thoagh bat ill, for ill not worst. 

2129. A cottfset,] So Virgil, iEneis, lib. iii. 
ver. 637 : 

Qoataor hie primam otnen eqaos in gamine Tidi. 

I perhaps deceive myself; but there seems to me 
to be something in the sound of this line of Vir- 
gil, expressive of the trampling and prancing of 
horses. The taking an omen of good fortune 
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from the appearance of these horses, palpably 
was suggested to Virgil by the horse whidi is 
here introduced by our poet. It is curious to 
remark these coincidences, even in minute things, 
since they show how constantly Virgil had 3ie 
poet of Alexandria in his thoughts. 

2142. Vessel] The poet has here, in a very 
sublime and poetical manner, embellished and re- 
lated a simple and common transaction ; namely, 
that the Argonauts hauled their vessel ashore, 
and carried it over some part of the land, to avoid 
the dangers of the Syrtes. This does not seem 
to be a thing altogeUier so incredible as at first 
view might be apprehended. The ships, in those 
early times, were small and light, mere barks ; 
and the lading of the Argo could not have been 
very ponderous. 

2155. So ha$ the Miue.] Here again we find 
the poet rosorts to the authority of the Muses, as 
a sanction for what he narrates; and tells the 
reader, that he only repeats what he had received 
from them. This proceeds from a consciousness, 
that what he was about to tell must appear incre- 
dible. Thus Ariosto, whenever he is about to 
relate some extravagant fiction, always refers his 
reader to the authority of Archbishop Turpin, the 
early historiographer of romance; and assures 
him, that he only repeats what he had learned 
frt>m H huon Turpino. 

2160. And thu they sang.] Virgil, perhaps, 
may be censured for having related that the 
lock of Dido was cut off by Iris, and that the 
ships of iBneas were turned into seanymphs. 
Apollonius is much more modest and more cau-' 
tious of violating credibility. Apprehensive that 
it might seem improbable that tne Argonauts, 
without the assistance of any deity, and merely 



NOTES ON BOOK IV. 907 

by tfaeir own Btrength and exertion, jSiij xeu opcriy, 
should hare been able to carry their ship dunng 
so many days ; be takes care to ascribe tlib piece 
of history to the Muses. — See Mr. Upton's note 
in the Oxford edition. 

2164. Twelve time$ did Pheeinu*'] This circum- 
stance, of making them carry their bark tweWe 
days' journey, agrees well enough with what 
Major Rennell says of the distance between the 
greater and lesser Syrtis : if by the lesser Syrtis 
we understand the lake of Tntonis. 

2173. The lake of Pallas,] For more particular 
considerations on the lake Tntonis, see the note 
in a subsequent passage. 

2178. JSuming thirMt] The waters of the lake 
Tntonis were quite salt, and could afford them no 
relief. The soil about them was also so impreg* 
nated with salt, that the springs are braciudbu 
The same is the case in the deserts of Egypt. 

2182. The serpent Ladtm.] The dragon which 
giarded the Hesperian fruit was called Ladon, 
l^isander supposed him to be the offspring of the 
earth* Hesiod says, that he sprung from Typhon. 
Agretas, in the third book of nis Lybics, asserts, 
that what were commonly supposed to be apples 
were not fruit, but certain nocks of sheep, of 
surprising beauty, which were called * golden,' on 
account of their great value (this mistake might 
have arisen from the ambiguity of the word 
p;Xa); and that these flocks were guarded by a 
very savage and ferocious shepherd, who, from 
his fierce and cruel disposition, was called a 
dragon. Pherecydes, in his tenth book of the 
* Marriage of Juno,' says, that the land in islands 
of the ocean produced golden apples, or apple- 
trees bearing golden fruit, which were guarded by 
a dragon spning from Typhon, who had a hun- 
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dred heads, and uttered all manner of sounds 
and voices : and that the nymphs, the daughters 
of Jove and Themis, who resided in a cave near 
Eridanus, suggested to Hercules, who was in 
deep perplexity on the subject, the idea of inquir- 
ing nom Venus where the golden apples were 
to be found. Hercules, by Qieir advice, seized 
Nereus forcibly, who at first transformed himself 
into water, then into fire; but at last, returning 
to his original form, revealed to Hercules the 
place where the apples were to be found. Her^ 
cules, in consequence of this infbimatioB, pro- 
ceeded in quest of his object; and, having amved 
at Tartessus in Spain, passed over from thence 
to Libya. There Ihs first exploit was to kill An- 
tsus, a savaffe and injurious person, sprung from 
Neptune. After this, he penetrated to the Nile 
and Memplus, and to the dominions of Busiris, 
who was also the son of Neptune. Him too the 
liero slew, with Iphidamas nis son, Chalbes his 
•herald, and his attendants, at the altar of Jove, 
where they had been used to sacrifice strangers. 
Having arrived at Thebes, he proceeded through 
the mountains into the region beyond Libya, in 
the deserts of which he killed many wild beasts 
with his bow and arrows. Having pursed Libya 
of the monsters which infested it, ne descended 
towards the sea which lies beyond it; and having 
received a golden cup from the sun, he passes 
over in it to Perga, sailing through the sea 
beyond Libya, and through the ocean. Having 
arrived where Prometheus was bound, and being 
seen by him, he takes pity on his sufierinffs and 
supplications. He kiUs the vulture, and frees 
him. Prometheus, in return for his kindness, 
advises him not to go in person for the golden 
apples ; but to repair to Atlas, and order him to 
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go for OkBUk, whil€ he himself should support the 
heavens in the place of Atlas, durins^ his absence 
on this mission, to obtain these apples from the 
Hesperides, Fortified with this advice, Hercules 

Eroceeds to Atlas, explains to him the nature of 
is labour, and directs him to go and procure for 
him three of the apples. Atlas, having rested the 
heavens upon the snoulders of Hercules, hastens 
to the Hesperides; and, having received from 
them the apples, returns and finds Hercules sup- 
porting the heavens. Instead of giving the pre- 
cious fruit to the hero, as he had promised, he 
proposed that Hercules should contmue to sup- 
port his burden, while he himself should proceed 
with the apples, and deliver them. Hercules 
seemed to assent to this proposition, but conr 
trived, by stratagem, to return the burden to 
him who had so long sustained it. He desired 
Atlas to resume his charge for a moment, until 
he (Hercules) should prepare a cap for his head 
(a rwe, which had been suggested by Prome- 
theus). Atlas, not suspecting the scheme, laid 
down the apples on the ground, and received the 
heavens on bis head and shoulders. Hercules 
immediately possessed himself of die apples, and 
bidding Atlas farewell, hastened to Mycene, and 
delivered his prize to Eurystheus. Such is the 
entertaining fairy tale of the good old scholiast. 
— Vid. Gr. »cho. 

Spanhemius, in his notes on the hynm to Ceres, 
of Cfallimachus, ver. 11., employs much pains and 
learning on the explication of this fable of the 
dragon and the golden fruit. It is most pro- 
bable, that these golden apples were citrons and 
oranges, produced in the islands on the coast of 
Afri'Ca. Malta, we know, is still celebrated for 
its admirable oranges. This fruit, when first 
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known, was considered as a great curiosity among 
the Greeks. Citrons and oranges were called 
MaU Pumca, They were used in the mysteries 
of Bacchus, according to a line of Orpheus, 
which is quoted by Clemens Alexandrinus. Span- 
heim observes, tluit there is an antique medallion 
which is in the collection of the king of France ; 
it represents Hercules taking these apples from 
the tree of the Hesperides. It is said by some 
that Atlas (having laid down the burden of the 
heavens which he had long sustained) agreed with 
the Hesperides for the possession of these apples. 
It is supposed by many, that all this fieLble of the 
apples and the serpent, may be a faint shadow, 
derived by tradition from the scripture account of 
the fall of man. 

2185. Soil ofAtkuJ] Africa, where, according 
to the ancients. Atlas reigned. Thus Virgil, 
lEneiB, lib. iv. ver. 481 : 

Ultimas JEthiopum locas est, ubi maximns Atlas. 

2186. Hesperian maids.] So called, either from 
the appearance of evening, or from their residing 
in Hesperia. The Hesperides were the daughters 
of Phorcus and Ccto. From one of these nymphs 
the island borrowed its name, which was inha- 
bited by Geryoneus ; who owned the dogOrthus, 
the brother of Cerberus, and whom Hercules 
killed. Some say, that this dog was the pro- 
perty of Atlas. — Gr. Scho. — ^Virgil, iEneis, lib. 
vii. ver. 661, alludes to this exploit of Hercules, 
mentioned by the scholiast : 

Postqoam Laorentia victor, 

Geryooe exstincto, Tiijothias attigit arra, 
TjrrheDoqoe boves in flnmine lavit Iberas. 

Servius, in his note on this passage, mentions 
l^e dog Orthus. Geryon ana his dog lure like- 
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wise celebrated by Pindar, first Isthmian Ode. 
The scholiast, in commenting on this passage, 
mentions the dog Orthus. And one of the anno- 
tators on Pindar remarks, that there is an enallag^ 
of the number in the preceding lines; since, in 
fact, Geryon had but one dog. This dog is a)so 
noticed by Hesiod, in Theog. ver. 809. Accord- 
ing to other accounts of the Hesperides, they 
were the daughters of Hesperus, the brodier of 
Atlas, and shepherdesses by profession. Hermes 
carried off their sheep, which, for their exquisite 
beauty, were called ' ffolden' (as has been already 
said), and killed the shepherd. 

2210. Whether you join, 4rc.] The hero ad- 
dresses the nymphs in tnis strain of uncertainty, 
because there were various classes and descrip- 
tions of these divinities. Some were Uraniae, or 
celestial nymphs ; others Epigaeae, or terrestrial ; 
some Potamise, or river nymphs ; others Limnaese, 
or nymphs of the lakes: some Thalassias, or 
nymphs of the sea. In short, the ffeneral deno- 
mination of nymphs was sub<Uvided into several 
tribes or families, as Mnesimachus says, in his 
Diacosmi. — Gr. Scho. 

2216. Some rock duclme.'] We find the goddess 
Rhea in the same manner praying for water, in 
the first hymn of Callimachus ' wi JovemJ All 
the land, according to the poet, being at that 
time destitute of springs. One cannot forbear 
remarking the striking resemblance between the 
passage now cited and the description in scrip- 
ture of Moses in the wilderness, striking the 
rock with his staff' and causing water to flow, to 
satisfy the thirst of the Israelites. It is, indeed, 
one of those passages which may lead us to think 
that the Alexandrine poets had access to the in- 
spired authors of holy writ, in the translation of 
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the teTenty interpneters. The passage is in Ex- 
odus xvii. ver. 6. ^ Behold, I will stand before 
thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou 
shalt smite the rock, and there shall come water 
out of it> that the people may drink; and Moses 
did so in the sight of the elders of Israel.' And 
in the Psalms : < He smote the stony n>ck, so 
that the waters gushed out, and the streams 
flowed withal.' 

2231. Soon in treei, Sfc] Hespera, Brytheis, 
£gl4— these were the names ot the nymphs. 
This passage is very poetical and original. It is 
one of the prettiest and most fanciful transfor- 
mations that can be found in any poet, ancient or 
modem. The compassionate nymphs, desirous 
to recreate the senses of the weary Argonauts, 
first cover the ground with grass; then cause 
taller herbs to spring; then transform themselyes 
into various trees ; but not like the Hamadryads, 
who had each of them a permanent union of con- 
nexion and vital existence with some particular 
tree. At last these nymphs pass from the sem- 
bliuice of trees to their original and proper 
nymphlike appearance. 

2262. Lake of PaUas.] The lake Tritonis. It 
is mentioned by Lucan, libr ix. ver. 347. Hero- 
dotus speaks thus of the lake Tritonis; Melp. 
.178, 179, 180 : < Towards the sea, the Machlyes 
border on the Lotophagi. They extend as far as 
a great stream called the Triton, which enters 
into an extensive lake named Tritonis, in which 
is the island of Pbia. An oracular declaration 
they had said had foretold, that some Lacede- 
monians should settle themselves here. 

' The particulars are these : when Jason had 
constructed the Argo, at the foot of Mount Pe- 
lion, he carried on board a hecatomb for sacrifice, 
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and a brazen tripod. He sailed round tlie Pelo- 
.ponnese, with the intention to visit Delphi. As 
he approached Malea, a north wind drove him to 
,the African coast; and, before he could discover 
land, he^got amongst the shallows of the lake 
Tritonis : not being able to extricate himself from 
this situation, a Triton is said to have appeared 
.to him, and to have promised him a secure and 
easy passage, provided he would give him the 
tripod. To this Jason assented; and the Triton, 
having fulfilled his engagement, placed the tripod 
on the bank, from whence he communicated to 
Jason, and his companions, what was afterwards 
to happen. Amongst other things, he said, that 
whenevOT a descendant of the Argonauts should 
take away this tripod, there would be a hundred 
Grecian cities near the lake of Tritonis. The 
Grecians, hearing this prediction, concealed the 
tripod. 

' The Machlyes have an annual festival, in 
honour of Minerva, in which the young women, 
dividing themselves into two bands, engage each 
other with stones and clubs. These rites, they 
say, were instituted by their forefathers, in vene- 
ration of her whom we call Minerva; and if anj 
die, in consequence d wounds received in this 
contest, they say that she was no virgin. Before 
the close of the fight they observe this custom : 
;she, who, by common consent, appears to have 
fought the best, has a Corinthian nelmet placed 
€m her head, is clothed in Grecian armour, and 
Giuried in a chariot round the lake. How the 
virgins were decorated in this solemni^ before 
they had any knowledge of the Greeks, I am not 
able to say; probably they might use Egyptian 
arms. We may venture to affirm, that the Greeks 
borrowed from *£gypt the shield and the hefanet. 
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It is pretended that Mmenra was the daughter of 
Neptune, and the divinity of the lake ; and that, 
from some trifling disagreement with her father, 
«be put herself under the protection of Jupiter, 
who adopted her as his daughter/ 

8cylax, as quoted by Major Rennell, says, * In 
this oyrtis (the lesser one) is the island and river 
of Tnton, and the temple of Minerva Tritonia. 
The mouth or opening of the lake is small; and in 
it, on the reflux of the sea, is seen an island. 
When the island is covered, that is, when the 
tide is up, ships may enter the lake. The lake is 
large, being aoout 1000 stadia in circumference ; 
it is surrounded by Libyan nations, and has cities 
on its western border, and also fertile and pro^ 
ductive lands.' Scylax calls the whole gulf of 
Kabes, the great lake of Tritonis ; in which the 
lesser Syrtis, called likewise Cercinnitica, is also 
included as a part of it. Hence it would appear, 
that in the times of Scylax and Herodotus it was 
the custom to call the whole Syrtis and lake, 
collectively, the lake or gulf of Tritonis : although 
in the times of Strabo, Pliny, Polybius, and 
Ptolemy, the word Syrtis was applied separately 
to the bay or gulf; IVitonis to the lake. ' We 
must, therefore (says Major Rennell), regard 
the lake Tritonis of Herodotus as the lesser 
Syrtis and lake of Lowdeah united; and must 
conclude that he either knew, or took for granted, 
that the dangerous gulf, into which Jason's ship 
was driven, together with the water which re-r 
ceived the river Triton, and also contained the 
island of the same name, were one and the same.' 
Dr. Shaw was clearly of opinion, that the lake 
Lowdeab was the Tritonis; but seems to have 
had no suspicion of its having ever communicated 
with the outer gulf. If we may suppose an an- 
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cient conuniniicatkni, now closed up by sand 
gradually throwii up by the surge of me sea, we 
may naturally suppose that a great part of the 
lake itself ha!s been filled up by the same opera- 
tion. The lake itself is, at present, as salt as the 
sea ; which may arise, either from the sea water 
oozing through the sand, or from the salt riyulets 
which flow into it, from a soil strongly impregna^ 
ted with that mineral; or even from the salt, 
washed down by dews, and occasional showers, 
from the neighbouring mountains of Had-deffa. 
Major Rennell supposes the riyulet of £1 Ham- 
mah to have been the river Tritonis. At present 
this rivulet, composed of several hot springs, 
which fiimish a number of baths (whence its 
name El Hammah), runs several miles towards 
the lake, and there loses itself in the sand. 

Pliny says, lib. v. c. 4: * Near to them (the 
Philnnian altars) the great lake, denominated 
from the river Triton, receives into it that river. 
But Callimachus calls it Pallantias, and places 
it on this side the lesser S3rTtis, though muny 
place it between both.' 

From the Africans on the borders of this lake 
(says Herodotus) the Greeks borrowed the vest, 
and the aegis, with which they decorated the 
shrine of Minerva : the vests, however, of the 
African Minervas are made of skin, and the 
fringe hanging from the aegis is not composed of 
serpents, but leather. In every other respect 
the dress is the same. It ajppears by the very 
name, that the robe of the statues of Minerva 
was borrowed from Africa. The women of this 
country wear below their garments goat skins 
without the hair, fringed and stained of a red 
colour : from which part of dress the word ceaU 
of the Greeks is unquestionably derived. — (Meip. 
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c. 189.) We find» in confonnity witili this de- 
scr^on of Herodotus, our poet, in the preced- 
ing passage, has dressed the Heroines or Libyan 
nynnphs. Dyed goat skins were anciently in 
much request, and formed a considerable article 
of commerce. In allusion to this custom, Isaiah 
has, * Who is this that cometh from £dom, with 
dyed garments from Bosrahl' 

2274. Am swarming ants.] Virgil has imitated 
this simile, iEneis, lib. iv. ver. 402. 

2286. E'en tdtseni, godUke chief,] There is 
something very interesting and pleasing here in 
the art of the poet, who thus brings back Her- 
cules to the view of the reader, and makes hkn, 
even m his absence, contribute to the success of 
the Argonautic expedition, by his proving the 
means of preservmg the band of his friends from 
perishing of thirst. 

2304. And^fth vnth them.] The four first he- 
roes were emmently fitted for the task they un- 
dertook, bv their qualifications and endowments, 
as the reader will see by resorting to the descrip^ 
tion of their characters in the catalogue of the 
Argonauts, book i. As to Canthus, the poet 
says he was impelled by fate; because he had 
already mentioned, in his first book, that he was 
ordained to perish immature. There is something 
very interesting in the spirit and friendship of 
Canthus, who thus resolved to proceed with in- 
trepidity, and demand of Hercules, formidable 
as ne was, an account of his friend. 

2314. Mysia's soU.] Polyphemus, being leffc be- 
hind in Mysia, founded the city of Cius, which 
took its name from the river which flowed round 
it. He fell in battle with the Chalybes, as Nym- 
phodorus relates. His having founded Cius is 
mentioned by Charis in the first book of his chro- 
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nologjr* Cius is now a Tillage, called Ghemlek 
by the Turks. 

2320. Through gray beginnings.'] This simile is> 
imitated by Virgil, iE^eis, lib. yi. ver. 453. Lyn- 
ceusy it appears, though he could see Hercules, 
yet perceived, at the same time, that it would be 
but labour in vain to attempt to follow him ; he 
was so distant. The endowment of Lynceus 
seems to have resembled very much the second 
sight of the Scotch. 

2361. LyeoreanJ] This has the same import as 
Delphic. For the people of De]phis were an« 
ciently called Lycoreans, from a certain village 
named Lycorea. This epithet is recognised by 
Callimachus, in his hymn to Apollo, ver. 119. 
And in the Orphic hymn to Apollo, Avxoopsv 
f oij30. See the learned annotations of Spanhe- 
mius on the passage of Callimachus now men- 
tioned. 

2353. Acacallis.] Alexander, in the first book 
of his Cretics, says, that both Hermes and Apollo 
had an intercourse with Acacallis. To the latter 
she bore a son, called Naxus, who communicated 
his name to one of the Greek islands; to Hermes, 
a son named Cydon, from whom the. city of 
Cydonia in Crete took its name. — Gr. Scho. 

2358. Amphitltemis.l The meaning of the poet 
is, that he was called by both names. It seems 
to be doubtful whether the Garamantes, a Li- 
byan tribe, were called after this son of Phcebus, 
or he obtained the. name of Garamas from the. 
people in q[uestion. — Gr. Scho. 

2363. Neuamon,] This was the name of a 
Libyan tribe, not far from the lake Tritonis. — 
Lucan, lib. ix. speaks of this people : 

Qaas Nasamop, geus dara oolit, qai proxima ponto. 
VOL. II. E E 



318 APOLLONIUS RHOBIUS. 

2308. Capharew,'] Much dependence shonld 
not be placed on the similitude of names; but 
one cannot forbear remarking a very striking one 
with respect to this name of Caphareus. There 
is, at this day, in the southern part of Africa, a 
country called Caffraria; and a nation, who are 
called CaHires, or Coffres. Such a coincidence 
of names in the same continent, though, cer- 
tainly, in very distant regions, is somewhat ex-* 
traordinary. 

2802. Peneus.'] Hence the passages of Ovid, 
Metam. lib. ir. ver. 615. and Milton, P. Lost, 
book X. ver. 526. 

2304. Gorgon— fatchionJ] Polydectes, king of 
Seriphos, fearing the resentment of Perseus, 
planned a scheme for his destruction; and having 
invited the neighbouring princes to an entertiun- 
ment, where an introductory present was required 
from each guest, he required a horse from each of 
the other guests, but Perseus was required to 
bring the head of Medusa, one of the Gorgons. 
The day after the banquet, the guests brought 
horses; and Perseus brought one, like the rest; 
but Polydectes refused to receive the horse of 
Perseus, and insisted on his producing the head 
of Medusa; and threatened, if he should fail to 
do so, to make his mother answerable. Perseus 
departed in affliction, lamenting his fate, to the 
extremity of the island. Here Hermes appeared 
to him, and having learned the cause of his lamen- 
tation, encouraged him ; and, by the counsel of 
Minerva, conducted him to the old women, the 
daughters of Phorcus, Pemphredo, or Pephredo, 
£nto, and Jaino. These three sisters, had but one 
eye and one tooth among them, which they used 
alternately. Perseus contrived to carry away the 
precious eye and tooth. He confessed to the 
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listers that he had them in his possession, but 
refused to restore them, unless the old wommi 
would point out to him the nymphs who k<spt the 
helmet of Orcus, which had the power of render- 
ing the wearer invisible, the winged sandals, and 
the scrip. They agreed to point them out, on 
condition of regaining their eye and tooth. Per- 
seus, proceeding to the nymphs, obtained what he 
fiought, by the intercession of Hermes. He binds 
the sandals- under his feet, and suspends the scrip 
over his shoulders. In this manner he flies over 
theocean, accompanied by Hermes and Pallas ; 
and, fin<Hng the Gorgons sleeping, his divine 
companions instruct him how he might cut off the 
head he sought, with his face averted. They 
showed him in a mirror Medusa, who alone of the 
Oorgons was mortal. He having approached her 
cut off her head widiout looking at her, with a 
curved falchion given him by Mercury, and depo- 
sited it in his scrip. After which he fled away 
with all speed. The Gorgons, perceiving what 
was done, pursued him; but were unable to dis- 
cover Perseus, on account of the helmet of 
Orcus. Perseus, on his reaching Seriphos, re- 
pairs to Polydectes ; and desires him to assem* 
ble the people, that he may show them the head 
of the Gorgon, well knowing that all who behold 
it must be turned to stone. Polydectes, having 
collected his people, desires Perseus to show the 
fatal head. He, with face averted, takes it from 
the scrip; and all the beholders become stone. 
Minerva, having received the head of Medusa 
from Perseus, placed it in her aegis; bestowed 
the scrip and winged sandals on Mercury ; and 
returned the helmet of Orcus to the Nymphs. 
Such is the tale related by Pherecydes in his 
second book. Others say, that Perseus, having 
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cat off the head of Medusa, flew oyer- Libya, 
where wild beasts, serpents, and other monsters 
sprung up from the blood that dropped fix>m the 
head : on which account, Libya abounds in those 
dreadful creatures. — 6r. Sch. — See ApoUodorus, 
lib. ii. c. 14. — Hesiod, Theog. ver. 270.< — Hygin. 
in prefotione. — Lucan, Pharsalia, lib. ix. yer. 
686, giyes an account of the yarious serpents 
with which the soil abounded. And see Milton, 
Par. Lost, book z. yer. 521. See also Hero- 
dotus (Melp. 191), who says, that on the west 
of the riyer Triton, the country is infested with 
wild beasts, and abounds in serpents of enormous 
size. 

2421. 7%e subtle pot«m.] Lucan, lib. ix. yer. 
770, has described the appearances in the body 
of a soldier dying of the poison of a serpent, with 
«i«at variety of circumstances, and Jitrength of 
•colounng. 

2424. Brazen, 4rc.] Anciently, from the scarcity 
of iron, not only arms and warlike engines, but 
instruments of husbandry, were made of brass. 
We find that this was formerly the case in Ire- 
land ; where spear-heads, and other weapons of 
brass, some of them of great size, haye frequently 
been found in the earth. 

2427. Heap the^ incutnbent clay."] The practice 
of raising barrows, or sepulchral mounos, oyer 
the dead was not peculiar to the Celtic tribes, 
but was almost uniyersal in the earlier ages. 
Homer mentions it as usual among the Greeks 
and Trojans. And it appears, by the relations 
of Chandler, and other trayellers who haye 
yisited the Troade, that the barrows of many of 
the heroes who fell on both sides, during the 
Trojan war, remain at this day. Xenophon 
says, that the same custom preyailed among the 
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Persians. It also obtained among the ancient 
Germans ; and we know, from the vast number 
of barrows of the most remote antiquity which 
are every where to be seen in Ireland, that the 
use of them^was general throughout that island. 

242B. TTie mourning voarriors^ ^c] The origin 
of funeral games is not known. Pliny says they 
existed before the time of Theseus. Homer, 
whose poems are a treasure of ancient learning, 
in describing the obsequies of Patroclus, has 
enumerated all the usual funeral ceremonials. — 
II. xxiii. Electra, in the play of Sophocles which 
bears her name, alludes to this custom, which 
prevailed among the relations and friends of the 
deceased, of cutting their hair, and placing it, as 
an offering, on die tomb of the defunct. Briseis, 
in Homer, cuts off her hair, and consigns it, as 
an oblation to the memory of Patroclus. When 
the hair was thus cut off, in honour of the dead, 
it was done in a circular form, something like a 
monkish tonsure. Ovid takes notice of this^cus- 
tom : Sdssts cum veste capillos. — Virgil mentions 
funeral rites similar to those described by our 
poet, in his eleventh ^neid, ver. 188. The 
widow of General Le Clerc is said to have 
revived this ancient practice, by cutting off her 
hair, and placing it on the dead body of her 
husband. 

2454. Triton.'] The ancients really believed in 
the existence of Tritons. See the story in Hero- 
dotus, which reflects some light on this passage. 
The historian makes the interview of Jason with 
Triton anterior to the arriv^ of the hero in Col- 
chis. Pindar, in his fourth Pythian ode, ad- 
dressed to Arcesilaus of Cyrene, in which he 
has given a complete history of the Argcmautio 
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enterprise, introduces Triton as appearing in a 
human form. 

2466. A verdant sod.] This sod was offered to 
the Argonauts by the deity, in token of his de- 
votion to their service. Earth was one of the 
symbols given by the ancients, and also by the 
modems, under the feudal law, in token of fealty 
and allegiance. Thus, we find Cyrus sending to 
the ScyOuans to demand earth and water as an 
acknowledgment of their submission to his do- 
minion : and the ambassadors of Xer±es made a 
similar demand of the Athenians. 

2472. Eurypyhu,] He was king of Cyrene, 
and son of Neptune and Celaeno, the daughter 
of Atlas. Phylarchus, in his seventh book, cidls 
him Eurytus, and says that hiis brother was 
named Lycaon. Acesander, in his first book 
concerning. Cyrene, the daughter of Hypseus, 
says, that after him (Eurypylus) Cyrene, the 
dau^ter of Hypseus, reigned over Libya. This 
Eurypylus is mentioned by Callimachus, Boofi 
r/wv EuPvmiXoto, — Gr. Scho. And see Pindar, 
Pyth. iv. 

2474. Euphemus.'] Euphemus is made the first 
to receive the sod from the hand of Eurypylus, 
because he was of the same blood; being himself 
the son of Neptune and Europa, the daughter 
of Tityus. — See Pindar, Pyth. iv. — Gr. Scho. 

2476. Where Apis.] The text has Atthu, but 
the Greek Scholiast a]pproves of Apis, as the 
better reading. Apis, it seems, is the name of 
the island which lay near Crete, or in the sea of 
Minos, Miyujioy iteXayog. A name derived from 
the famous sovereign and lawgiver of Crete,, who 
obtained the sovereignty over this sea and all the 
adjacent isles. After this the sea in question 
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bore the Bame of Cretan sea. Thus Horace has, 
In mare Creticum. After this, it was called the 
[Egyptian sea. 

2493. Near a deep outlet.l It seems that the 
outlet here mentionea was the communication of 
the lake Tritonis with the lesser Syrtis, or gulf 
of Kabes; mentioned in the extract of Major 
Rennell, given in a preceding note. It appears,, 
that it was difficult to find this communication 
among the shoals. 

2606. TiU holdhf swelling,'^ He advises them 
to keep the shore in view, until they should 
make a certain cape or promontory, from whence 
they might take a departure^ and staiid over to 
Crete. This was consonant to the timid practice 
of ancient navigators. The cape or headland 
here meant is l£e promontory of Phycus, now 
cape Rasato. . / 

2550. A tail eHorm€U»,\ The word in the ori- 
ginal, oXxoigj, properly signifies the tail of a lion ; 
and is derivea from dtXxij, roftter, from the force 
with which he lashes his sides. Callimachus 
improperly applies it to the tails of flies. — ^See 
6r. Scho.) jAie simile of the lunar crescent, to 
express both the form and brightness of the vast 
fins in which the tail of the Triton ended, is very 
apposite. 

2560. Argons name.l The port of Argons, near 
the lake of Triton and lesser Syrtis. Notwith- 
standing the dreadful accounts given by the 
ancients of the Svrtes, there were ports in them, 
and they we« n'ot unftequented b^ mariners.- 
See Rennell. 

2572. Southern blastB.I The Argonauts were 
glad of the ceasing of the west, and the rising of 
&e south-west wind : because, as Libya lay to 
the soutii-west of Greece, the latter wind was 
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favourable to their course homeward. The worst 
wmd which could have blown for them would 
have been the north; which, indeed, is peculiarly 
dangerous in the neighbourhood of the Syrtes. 
— See the preceding extract from Major Rennell, 

2574. Hesper.} Hesper is called, in the on* 
ginal, 'Aarrip owA/oc, or the * bedward star/ from 
ODXi^sar^au, to retire to lodgings, or resting 
places. The natural effect of the close of day; 
— Gr. Scho. 

2584. Carpathui.l This island is one of the 
Sporades, and lies near Cos^ — It is mentioned 
by Homer, and it is called at this day. Scar- 
panto. 

2588. Brazen TahuJ] H(bc verba felicissime 
transtulit, Val. Flac. lib. x, — 'Valerius Flaccus 
has most happily translated this passage in his 
tenth book.' Such is the note of the Oxford 
Editor. The lines quoted by him are these: 

Ferreas aroe prooni •copnli Djcteide terr4, 
Hoa prohibet saero ore TbIos siupoodere fpnes, 
£t legere hospitiam, &(c. 

It is truly surprising that the Oxford Editor, Mr. 
Shaw, should spesdk of the Latin passage here 
mentioned, as proceeding from Valerius Maccus, 
or have quoted a tenth book of that poet : since 
it is a matter of notoriety, that Valerius Flaccus 
did not produce any tenth book. Had Mr. Shaw 
taken the trouble of only consulting the preface 
to Burman's edition of Val. Flaccus, he would 
there have seen, that the Latin poet left his Ar- 
gonautics imperfect; and that his work was con- 
tinued, chieny from ApoUonius Rhodius, by a 
modern Italian poet, Pius Bononiensis, who also 
edited the Argonautics of Valerius Flaccus. 
The continuation first appeared in that edition, 
which is now become rare ; and has since been 
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adopted in other editions of V. Flaccus. Piato, 
in his dialogue on law, entitled Minos, explains 
the fable of Talus. He says, that Rhadaman- 
thus and Talus were the assistants of Minos in 
administering justice : that Rhadamanthus prer 
sided over the capital, Talus over the rest of 
Crete. The latter used, thrice in a year, to take 
a circuit through the villages and districts of the 
island, to see if the laws were duly observed ; 
which laws he carried about with him, inscribed 
on tablets of brass ; from hence he obtained the 
flame of * brazen.* It is conjectured, that th^ 
story of the bursting of the vein above the ankle 
of Talus, by which he died, arose from a mode 
of punishing criminals practised by him, which 
was the opening of a vein above the ankle, 
whereby they bled to death. Eustathius (not. 
Odyss. ver. 302) says, that Talus was made by 
Vulcan, and presAHted to'lVIinbs, that he might 
.guard Crete and Europa. — His mode of punish- 
ing tliose who invaded his precincts was' to leap 
into the fire, and, when he was throughly heated, 
to clasp the. o^ender in his arms. Henee eame 
the expression of a Sardonian lau^h. Suidas, on 
the phrase, 'Sardonic laugh,' ascribes this story 
to Simonides. Talus, it seems, by the context, 
)>efore bis arrival in Crete, had resided in Sar- 
dinia; whence he seems to have brought colo- 
nists to Minos* See Bacon on the TVisdom of 
the Ancients, for the allegorical sense of their 
fables. 

2640. In rage she grew.'\ See Virgil, iBneis^ 
lib. vii. ver. 445. See also the description of 
Erichtho in Lucan. 

2698. Melantian roch.] The Melantii were 
two rocks, so called from one Melas, who pos- 
sessed the adjacent region. They were near the 
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Ulaad of Thera, of which more in a subsequeat 
note. 

2703. Sporades.] These were certain islands 
of the Archipelago, about twelve in number; 
some of them inlukbited, others not. They had 
the name of Sporades, from their being scattered 
here and there; or, as if sown in the deep, from 
ffmeipw, semino. The little island, to which 
Apollonius alludes, was near Thera, now San- 
torin, and took its name of Anaph6, from drw- 
fcuvWf * to reveal.' 

2706. HippurisJi Was an isluid, which also 
lay near Thera. The commentaries of Spanhe- 
nuus on Callimachus — Hvmn to Delos, deserve 
to be consulted, for an illustration of this pasr 
sage. See also the travels of Olivier, vol ii. and 
the concluding note. 

2726. Loud bunts rf laughter.] Thispassage 
is highly natural and charaoteristic. The light 
and Sioughtless disposition of ^ese young girls^ 
easily moved to laughter, and made to forget 
the aangers and difficulties of their situation by 
trivial circumstances, is well imagined and de^ 
scribed. 

2739. Mirthful saUies.] Callimachus, who per* 
haps, through the influence of his Egyptian origin 
and education, is passionately fond of mtrodudiig 
the epithets of deities, and the details of religious 
rites and ceremonies, says, in allusion to this 
custom, in his Hymn to Delos, ver. 324 : 

It is observed by Spanhemius on this passage, 
that among the ancients, many of their sacrifices 
were performed not only with festivity, but even 
with laughter, mutual taunts, and a sort of li- 
censed ribaldry und grossness. Such were the 
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Saturnalia among the Romans; such the rites of 
Apollo in Delosy mentioned by Callimachus in 
his Hymn to that island; such were the rites of 
Apollo ^gletes in Achaia, mentioned by Pausa- 
nias. The same license of jesting prevailed in 
other sacrifices of Ceres, tl^ Thesmophoria, as 
mav be seen in Apollodorus, lib. i. c. 6. And in 
Callimachus, Hymn to Ceres, ver. 18. 

2743. Vows to Maia's sonJ] Euphemus is here 
said to have prayed to Mercury, because he was 
the god who presided over dreams. — Gr. Sch. 

2746. That sod.] Euphemus, it seems, from 
the time he had received the sod from Triton, had 
preserved it in his bosom, as a charm or pledge 
of good fortune. 

2750. A beauteous maid,'} There is something 
in this passage of ApoUonius very like that in the 
Paradise Loist of Milton, where Adam, in a 
vision, sees the Creator forming Eve : 

Under his forming hand a creature grew. 

2761. Nurse of thy progeny.] Euphemus inha-* 
bited the territory of Laconia, near the seashore. 
But Sesamus, one of his descendants, emigrated 
and colonized Thera. From him descended Aris- 
totle, who led a colony to Cyrene, as Pindar 
relates in his' Pythian Odes ; and as it is more 
particularly mentioned by Theochrestus, in the 
first book of his Cyrene. They mention, that 
Thera rose, and grew in the sea, from the sod 
which was cast into it. Pindar says, it was 
melted and mixed with the waves, near the island 
now called Thera, through the carelessness of 
the attendants. ApoUonius states, that the sod 
wascast into the sea designedly, with the con- 
currence of Jason.— Gr. Scho. 

2786. Lenmos held.] Some of the Argonaut*;, 
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on their return, gettled at Lemnos« — Being after-, 
wards expelled by the Pelasgians, who came 
from the coasts of Italy, they r^[Mared to Sparta; 
where theywere receiyed.-^See subsequent note. 

2790. i%eraifrom AutesionJ] Theras was of 
the race of CEdipus, being the son of Autesion, 
the son of Thersander, the son of Polynices. — 
Gr. Scho. 

2792. Thera."] Oliyier, an elegant French tra- 
veller, says (in his second volume, p. 234), nothing 
can be more frightful than the violent convulsion 
which has taken place all along the coast of 
lliera, Therasia, and Aspronisi. Nothing more 
astonishing than the formation of the roa&tead, 
and of the three islands, which have issued from 
the bottom of the sea at known periods. The 
coast of Santorin, nearly a hundrea toises in ele- 
vation in some places, presents itself like a per- 
pendicular mountain, formed of various strata, 
and of different banks of volcanic substances. 

Santorin, according to PUny, received the 
name of Calista, or 'handsome island,' after 
having issued from the bosom of the waters; it 
afterwards bore that of Thera, from the name of 
one of its kinss : the name which it bears at pre- 
sent is formed of that of St. Irene, to whom the 
island was dedicated under the emperors of the 
east. It is not to be doubted, that if we con- 
sider what Santorin must have been at its second 
period, because it is still so at this day, it must 
nave been one of the finest and most fertile 
islands of the Archipelago. Its circular form, a 
soil entirely susceptible of culture, which rose by 
degrees from the borders of the sea, in form of 
a calotte flattened at the top. Mounts St. Stedben 
and Elias, situated at one of the extremities, 
covered perhaps with verdure and wood : ev^ 



NOTES ON QOOK IV. 329 

thing concurred to render Saiitorin, if not a very 
beautiful island, at least one of the most agree-> 
able of the Archipelago. 

In the Annals of the World, by Brietius, we 
find, that thirty years before the Ionic emigra-* 
tion, Theras, son of Autesion, and nephew of 
Polynices, caused a colony of Minyae to be con- 
veyed to Calista, in order to augment the number 
of the inhabitants. The Minyas.were descendants 
of the Argonauts, who had followed Jason into 
Colchis: and who, on their return, had stopped 
at Lemnos, and had there established themselves. 
The descendants of those heroes, driven some 
time after from Lemnos by the Pelasgi, took 
refuge in Sparta, where they were kindly received. 
Lands were given to them, and they were mar- 
ried to girls of the country. But as these stran- 
gers, ever restless and ambitious, were in the 
sequel convicted of endeavours to seize on the 
sovereign authority, they were apprehended and 
condemned to death. Love inspired one of their 
women with a trick, which succeeded. Having 
obtained permission to see their husbands pre- 
vious to the execution of the sentence, mey 
changed clothes with them; by means of which 
disguise the husbands escaped in the dark, and 
fled to Mount Taygetus : then it was that Theras 
demanded, obtained, and conducted them to 
Calista, which from that time was called Thera. 
— (See Herodotus.) Santorin, in proportion to 
its extent, is the richest and most populous of 
all the islands of the Archipelago. This intelli- 
gent traveller says: 'After having visited, with 
Uie greajtest attention, Thera, Therasia, and 
Aspronisi, and convinced ourselves that these 
three islands, at a remote epoch, must have 
formed but one, and that there has taken place a 
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fluddem andrioleDt depression, which has divided 
them, it remained for us to see, whether the three 
islands of the road presented an organizati<Mi 
different from the other three. We employed a 
whole day in this examination, and had reason 
to be satisfied, that even had not history told us 
any thing on the subject, these islands carry with 
them the stamp of the period of their formation/ 
It appears that all these islands were of volcanic 
origm. Brietitts says, 'That in the year 47, 
there arose on a sudden, from the bottom of the 
sea, near Thera, a small island, > which had not 
before been seen.' — Briet. Ann. Mund. tom. n, 
p. 88. Justin says (lib. iii. c. 4), * That there 
was seen to issue, after an earthquake, an island, 
between Thera and Therasia, which was called 
sacred, and was dedicated to Pluto.' (This was 
in the yecur 106 before Christ.) 

Dion Cassius mentions the sudden appearance 
of a small island, near that of Thera, during the 
reign of Claudius. Syncellus mentions it to have 
happened in the forty-sixth year after Christ, and 
places it between Thera and Therasia. But it 
appears that some time after there arose another 
island called Thia, which disappeared afterwards, 
or was united to the sacred island. Mention is 
made of it in Pliny, in Theophanes, and in Brie* 
tius. The words of Pliny are : Et in nottro evo, 
Tldajuxta eandem Hieram nata. Lib. iv. c. 12. 

Nothing remarkable happened afterwards, till 
1427, when a fresh explosion produced another 
great and very distinguishable increase to the 
island of Hiera: mention of which is made in 
some Latin verses, engraved on a marMe at 
Scarva, near the temple of the Jesuits. In 1573 
was formed, after a fresh explosion which lasted 
for some time, the little Kammenie; such as we 
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see it at the present day. Father Richard^ a 
Jesuit^ says, that m his time there were several 
old men.m Santorin, who had seen that island 
formed in the middle of the sea; and that they 
had, on that account, named it Miera Caimene, 
' litde burnt island.' 

When Touraefort visited Santorin, at the he- 
nnaing c£ the last century, the new Kammenie 
,was not yet in existence: it was nqt till some 
i^ears after, from 1707 to 1711, that it issued by 
jdegrees from the bottom of the sea, after various 
-earthquakes. Every increase that the island 
received was announced by a dreadful noise, and 
followed by a white smoke, thick and infectious^ 
The whole was terminated by a shower of fragr 
ments of basaltes, pumice-stones, and ashes, 
which were spread to a ffreat distance. The de- 
tails of this memorable event are reported at 
length, either in the journals of the times, or in a 
Latin pamphlet made on the spot by a Jesuit. 

If the reader reflects on the changes which 
Santorin has experienced, through the effects of 
a volcano, which acts on it from a very remote 
period, he will remark in them four principal 
eras, distinct from each other. At the first, the 
island was united to Mounts St. Stephen and 
£lias, as far as the environs of Pergos and Me- 
saria; the only places which were not volca- 
nized. The second was, the formation of the 
rest of the island, as jEetr as Therasia and Aspro- 
nisi. The roadstead did not then exist, and the 
island was as large again, of a rounded or oblong 
form. The ground rose in the form of a calotte, 
inore or less irregular at itil summit, commanded 
at on^ of the extremities by Mounts St. Stephen 
and Elias. The third period was, the sudden 
and extraordinary depression which took place 
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in the middle of the island » whence has resulted 
the roadstead. The fourth and last period, is the 
formation of three islands, which nave success 
sively issued from the bottom of the sea. Per- 
haps, there will one day be formed others; per- 
haps, all these islands will be united to each 
other, and all the space which the roadstead oc- 
cupies will be lilled up. It is impossible to 
foresee all the changes which may take place, 
as long as the Tolcano which exists at Santorin 
shall remain in activity. The reader will see a 
curious article, called ' Account of the subma- 
rine Volcanoes of Santorin and the Azores;' 
extracted from Dallas's translation of the Natural 
History of Volcanoes, in Dodsley's Annual 
Register for 1801. 

2822. AuHs,] This was a city of Boeotia, lying 
opposite to Euboea. It was here the Grecian 
armament under Agamemnon lay wind-bound. 

2823. Locrian cities,] The cities of the Locri 
Opuntii^ The Opuntii had their names from 
Opus, the son of Jupiter and Protogenia«< — Opus 
was also the name of a river of Locris. It ap- 
pears that the Argo passed through the Euripus, 
between Eubcea and the main land. 

2824. PagascB,] A bay and harbour of Thes- 
saly, whence the Argonauts sailed, and to which 
they returned. 



• • THE END. 
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